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Mﬂ, OOPS | Dion'T ean 1 scare oo THERE BusDY,

JOHN,

T APPRECIATE THE CoMPLIMENTS You HAD FoR MY
WRITING, L GUESS IN JUST ABoUT ANYTHING L WRITE L
LIKE To GET MY PoiNT ACRoSS, WHILE AT THE SAME TIME
GETTING A GooD LAUGH. L HAVE SoME OTHER WRITINGS
SOMEWHERE DownN IN MY LOCKER FReM MY FIRST FEW DAYS
IN THE CounTY JAIL RFTER MY ARREST. [Hey RE TUST SHoRT
STORIES OF SOME FIRST TIME SiTUATIONS IN THERE, BuT L'LL SeE
IF L ¢An cONnECT THEM iINTo ONE ESSAY THAT WILL BE INTERESTING
FeR You To READ,

THe FACT THAT Youke SEARCHING FoR INFORMATION (AND THE FAcT
THAT I Don'T kNow WHICH STATE Yu LIVE IN) TMPELS ME To BRING
OUT R VERY |MPoRTANT PoINT. THAT WAY YoU'LL UNDEESTAKD
WHY THE THINGS L WRITE MIGHT Be DIFFERENT FRoM WHAT
You've HEARD FRoM SoMEWHERE ELSE. [He PrISoNS iN ﬁambﬂ
ARE RUN VERY DIFFERENTLY THAN THOSE IN THE ©oTHEP STATES,
FLoRIDA IS WELL KNoWN AS BeiNe 1O Years BeHIND IN THe
SYSTEM. WHEH I TRLK WITH GVMYS WHo HAVE BEEN LOCKED UfP
IN OTHER STATES, I'Mm AMAZED To HeAR JusT How SIMPLE
AND EFFICIENT THIS WHoLE PROCESS OF LIVING CoulDd BE, I
HAVE ALWAYS HEARD BITS € PIECES oN THIS SUBTECT. Bur
WHEN You MENTIONED YouR DESIRE FoR INFORMATION, L
KNEW YoUR | = QuesTioN WoulD BE ”NHF THE DIFFERENCE P
So I Took IT UPBN MYSELF To Do SoME HoMeWoRrk. Since Lie
ONLY Been Down For |O Yeprs AND HAVE only Been In FrLorIDA
PRISONS, I HAD To Ask Guys FRoM OTHER STATES AND OTHERS
WHo HAve Been Dow/N IN THIS STATE For 30 Yeaps OR MORE SoME
QRUESTIONS,
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THAT wH‘f Tou CAN BE SURE THIS ISN'T JUST CPINIONATED IDEAS
FrRomM THE New Kn} ON THE BL&C.«:

J- HONESTLY THOUGHT THERE \WAS GOINC To BE A CouPLE »F
GUYS AGREE|ING ONE WAY AND oTHERS THINKING SoMETHING
ELse. Bur INSTEAD, I piscovered EVERYBoDY HAD THE EXACT
SAME ANSWER. LIT's NeT JusT THEe BiG WIGS IN FLorIDA THAT
HRVE CAUSED THIS, IT'S THe PRISONERS FAULT AS iWeLL. LN
THe PasT 20 vears FLoRIDA PRISONERS HAVE LosT ALL
SELF-ESTEEM, [HEY HAvE BECOME A GRoUP OF WEAK INDIVIDUALS
THAT No LONGER STAND TOGETHER AGAINST THE SPSTEM WHeN
AUTHORITY FIGURES DECIDE To TREAT THEM WITH DISRESPECT
OR N6 LONGER SUPPLY THEM Wi+ THE BASIC NECESSITIES THEY
ARE ENTITLED TO AS PRISONERS. Someont Like Mg 16 USE To
BEING ToLD BY THE LAUNDRY DEPARTMENT, AT MY b MoNTH RevieW,
THAT THEY Don'T HAUE ANYMORE T-SHIRTS, BoXERS OR MAYBE
SOCKS. HSQHR'?’I WEe cAnN'T HELFP &’uu*” WHegens 1F THE GUYS UP
NORTH, oR IN FLoripA 20 vears Reo, Were ToLd THAT, You Woued
HAVE AN UPRISING OR A LoT oF COMPLAINTS WouLbd Be GETTING
Sent To [aLLAHASSEE. NoWw, IT's JusT A BuNcH ofF BicKERING
AND COMPLAINING WHILE WEARING IWORN OUT CLOTHES WITH Hoies IN
THEM. [His ALso APPLIES To THE Feob DEPARTMENT, MAIL RooM,
CANTEEN PE[EESF THE SUPPLIES NECESSARY IN COMPLETING GUR
ASSIGNED JoBS, BASICALLY EVERYTHING.

/{1 VERY GooD EXAMPLE RIGHT HERE IN MY DoRM 1S THE AMoUNT
OF TOILETS THAT DoN'T FLUSH HARD ENOUGH. IHHG,’ME IF T Took
You 5 FLusHES T8 GeET EVERYTHING OUT OF SIGHT AFTER You'vE
USED THE ToILET. an'; IMAGINE IF You HAD To WAIT 5 mMinuTes
BETWEEN EACH FLUSH. WELL THAT'S THE WAY IT IS FoR ALMOST




HALF oF THE A& Cewus IN THIS QUAD ALONE, The CREWS EITHER
Don'T HAVE THE PRRTS OR DoN'T WANT Te Go ARounD ¢ KEeP
EVERYTHING WoORKING CORRECTLY. AND 6UR TOILETS HAVE
TIMERS THART PREVENT US FRoM FLUSHING THEM ACGAIN SHORT
oF 5HINUTEE. BUT IF THE LIVING FACILITIES WERE LiKE
THIS X0 YEARS AGO, THE PRISONERS WoULD BE WRITING UP
COMPLRINT GRIEVANCES STRAIGHT To THE WARDEN. Anpd NoT
JUST THE GUYS WITH THE BUSTED TOILETS. |HE oTHER GUYS WouLDd
HAVE HELPED BY CoMPLAINING ABoUT THE SANITARY ¢ SMELL
CoNDITIONS., ANSTHER AcTion I WAS ToLD MIGHT HAVE
OCCURED WAS THAT THe PRISONERS WoulD JUST REFUSE To Go
INTO THEIR CeLLS. LF onLy & or 3 GUyYs HAD THE GUTS To Do
SOMETHING LIKE THAT THE OFFICERS CoULD JUST SIMPLY LocK
THEM UP IN CONFINEMeNT. BuT wHen You SUDDENLY HAVE ovep
50 6U¥s oUT oF CoNTROL, WHAT Do You Do T You Fix THE ToILETS,
S6 WHEN YoU SIT BACK AND THINK oF HoW THE Bic WIGS ARE
POCKETING THE MONEY THAT'S SUPPOSED TO BE USED To RUN THe
FLoriDA PRISONS LIKE A WELL OILED MACHINE, You HAVE To ALso
THINK oF How EASY IT 1S FOR THEM To Do |T, BECAUSE THE PRISONERS
ARE NoT STANDING TOGETHER To SToP IT ALL. Ysu MIGHT HAve
MORE VIOLENCE IN THE NORTHERN STRTES oOVER 1SSUcs BETWEEN
PRIsonNERS (GHMGS* DRUGE*HQHE?), Bur wien an 1ssue AGRINST
THEM AS A WHoLE ARISES, THeY SeT ASIDE THEIR DiFFERENCES
AND WoRK TOGETHER To PROTECT THeEMSELVES FeoM BEINCG
WALKED &N. THe Guys Down HERE ARE MoRE INTERESTED IN
T.V. ¢ PLAYING BASKETBALL. [HeY AREN'T WILLING To FAcE
THE CONSEQUENCES OF STANDING UP AGAINST THE SYSTEM
THAT IS SLowWLY TARKING WHAT LITTLE BIT oF A LIFE THEY



HAVE  BECAUSE THEY'RE Too DUMB To REALIZE WHAT THE
FINAL ouTcome Would Be... RESPECT.

Now IN REGARDS To YouR QRUESTION CONCERMNING WHAT L
Dip iN THE LHoW HALL. [He ANSWER 1S L JusT SIMPLY WedT
RIGHT oN EATING. Beine mhe “New Kip on THe Em::x‘?}ﬂr THE TIME,
I was MoRe CONFUSED THAN ANYTHING, L COouLDN'T UNDERSTAND
WHAT THE Bi¢ ORDEAL W/AS. L MERN, THINK ABOUT IT, We ke
TRLKING ABeuT GUYS THAT oUT ON THE STREETS ; WouLp EAT
LEFT OVERS oF A PIZZRA, IN A BoX THAT HAS Been LAYING
OPEN oN THE FLOOR OF THEIR LIVING RooM FoR 3 Davs. Awbd
AFTER LISTENING To THE OTHER GUYS STILL AT THE TABLE
TALK AFTER He LEFT, L RepALizeD THE ONLY LABELING THAT
GoT DonE WAS THE OTHER GUY LABELING H|MSELF AS AN
IDiOT FoR How He WAs ACTING. ANoTHEe ReAson Fog MY
CHoICE OF ACTIONS 1S Due To THE KIND oF PeERsoN L am. IF
You REREAD MY Face SHeeT, I'm suke You'tL AGREE THAT I
DON'T SouND LIKE THE TYPe oF INDIVIDUAL WHoe THINKS THAT
THROWING FISTS 18 GOING To ACcoMPLISH AMYTHING, L HoNn-
ESTLY CAN'T REMEMBER EycR GETTING INTo A FIGHT IN
HieH ScHooL oR CoLLece, Anp So FAR, Tve onwy BEEN IN 2L
FIGHTS Since I've Been Locked UP. BuT THose SITUATIONS
HAD FRR MoRE OF A JusSTIFIABLE REASON THAN IF L wege To
HAVE STARTED SOMETHING WITH SoME PARANGID FREAK GETTING
ON MY CASE BecAuse HE THoUGHT MY ARM WAS 3”: INCH OVER
THE CoRNER oF His TrAY.

Hufwﬂ?’ THANKS FoR WRITING ¢ For MAKING IT PosSSIBLE Fop
MY NAME To REACH More READERS, Dy THE TiIME You ANSHER MY
LETTER HEEEJ I'm swre 1ot HAVE THesSE OTHER STORIES EDITED,
PRINTED ¢ ReEADY To SEND,
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