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RE: SolTARY CoMANe MENT EBSSAY: (PAST).. ..

THERE WAS A DisCuUsSSIaN o PBS STATIGN (0/1313 o A PregRAN

Called RELIGioN € ETHICS

THE DISCUSSiON WAS CENTERED ARSUND S cliTARY CONRNEMENT and THE
NMISSISSIP) STATE PRISAN SYSTEM.

THE DIRECTOR 6F MUSSISSIPI'S DEPARTIMENT oF CORRECTIANS MR EPPS HAS
Decided TU clpse dewN MATURITY OF His PREUN'S SECURITY Heus NG
(SHU'S) P

THE REASON @EPPS decided T0 ClASE THEM JdGNN WNAS BECAUSE THEY
WERE EEIHG-{@QI?/@’I/[()S\I& SCRIMINATE(Y . ANd PRISGNERS WERE MEWNE <enT
O THE SHU FUR é}%ﬁuﬂg‘ﬁﬁ INFRACTIGONS .

THIS IS SUMETHIN fﬁﬁbsf‘%;f, AONE iN EVERY STATE, THEY HAVE ALIT UF

UNFLlEd CELLS, A %é/% LL THEM. THE MURE FRISENERS iN SHU,

I
THE MURE MONEY (S FE%L\{EQ L%};.;p THEMN $UPERVISED.
ITCETS ANT T KEFP PRIS oONE

locked UP N THE SHU, THE MoNEq GGES
TO PAY QUARES SALARIES woT ced THE F'EJSGL.EERS‘J. PROGTAMSE EdUcaTioN
MEdiCal . oR ANy THING ELSE PENERCIAL TU THE PRAS(NERS.

DIESNT MAKE ANY SENSE, PRISCeNERS AKE IN THEIZ CELS ALl day And NIGHT
THEY RARELY [EAVE THEIWR CELLS.

UNITS

SO WHAT ARE THEY PAYING GuAkRdS EXTRA FOR, WHAT EX4cTLy ARE THEY deiNg
T0 EARMN MORE THEN THE AVERAGE Guard

THE CALFORNIA PRISON SYSTEM CPENEd A PRiISeN “CcorCoranN SHU"
CITY oF CORCORAMN CALIFORNIA |

[ HAd JUST REEN TRANSEERREd T TERACHAPT SHU Alon
OF COER PRISENERS IN TANUARY OR FERRUARY (987

LWAS IN SAN QUENTIN STATE PRISON | THE DEPARTM
SAN QUENTIN 1T

IN THE SMat|
& WITH THowe4aNd

ENT OF CERRECTIANS HAD TURNE]
THE FSIGGEST SHU |~ CALIFORNIA, And | BELIEVE THEY

REGRETE THAT THEY dd . BECAUSE [T WAS THE wursE

“ ,1 (dEA THEY pucR HAad
SANQUENTIN STATE PRISAMN LyAS A COMPLETE MAd Hg

USE .



5% ‘
WHAT HAPPENED (NAS PRSEN cFRiClals i THE Ealy 1990' ScaME P w ™

THER FIEST RiGg Ide4 (MHAT HAS LEd THENT AND US PRISONERS ToawLN THI{S
LoN ReAd SF Blopd And Nislenlte .
SEE,IT HAS AUWAYS AMAZEd ME THAT PRisoN CERcAlS (MPIEMENTE] waraT

THEY CAllEd AMINISTRATWE SEGREGATILAl. AT RRsST (T WAS desiaNgd For JusT

A HANDFUL OF PRISGNERS. NHo (ERE NEld (N SEGREECATION BECAUSE THEY WERE
CONSIdERED PRISUN GANG LEAJERS . 0R TO VICIENT TO LETOUT of SEGREGATION

THIS WAS oR(&INAlly allEd “DIRECTIRS CASES™ Aall OTHER PESONERS WERE
Allowed 7o G0 %4%{@ THE GENERAL POPULATION AFTER THEY SERNED THER
DISCIPU NARY TiME‘k%fi;a.ﬁEﬁ ATION .

THE LONGEST THAT Auﬁ,@% Waold STAY iN SEEREGATLON WAS UNE YEAR. 4nd
=
THAT WAS R A MURJeR ﬁfi@—ﬁﬁ AULT ON ANOCTHER PRISHINER iNAS SiX MonTHS

As INELL AS Q&ESESE%;%L%NEA PUN , EVERY OTHER VigL4Tos WAS LESS
THEN S(X MONTHS. “2)'%\ ’g\

S 2L

THIS CHANGED By 1975 JHE ﬂ«jﬁﬁmﬂwsﬁ CHARGED WIMH A PRIFON MURDER

MU SERVE THREE YEA4RS 1M %&HGN; SIX MEONTHS TU 4 YEAR For WE4PoN
PossesSaN . EIGHTEEN MONTHS FuR 455 4ULT ON ANCTHER PR\SOMNER.

THEKE WAS NU sucH THNG AS AVSHY " BAck THEN .

BuT THEN (N 1980'° THE PRYON SYSTEM |MPLEMENTES AdM(NISTRATIVE S E4REG -
ATON 1IN DMI . AFTER HoldiN& 4 GR&UP oF PRISENERS LoNG TERM 1N 4 UNIT
CAUED WEST HALL. And i 987 1 NEW ClASSIFICATLAN SCORE SYSTEN wWas
IMPLEMeNTE].

THIS SCORE SYSTEM (WAS desiaNEd TU PLACE PRSSENERS IN CATEGORIES THAT
Would dETERMINE  (nHiICH PRISON EACH PRisa NER ould BE SENT TO.

THEY SENT ALL GANG MEMBERS TU 3 AN GUENTIN PRIS¢N SECURITY Hous (NG UN(T
THIS WAS THE FRST 'SHU'“ (82 1983 .. . .

PROEON STAFF THSUGHT 1T puss A Gold 1 deq TU PUACE 411 GANGS IN ONE PUCE and
MUNITER THEM . THIS Quickly BLEW Up IN THEIR FACE, BECAUSE Gané VJiolencE
ERUPTED (N ALL AREAS oF SANQUENTIN STATE PRISEN . PRISCNERS WERE BEING
AssAWTED daIly. ON THE wiay TV vard. o THE vArd | oN THE NERS Goinbr TD

SHOWERS, ANY TIME THAT SOME ONE GAME Ut JF THEIR CELL.
PURING THIS TIME PriseN GUN TDWERS USEd A 12 GAUGE SHETGUN TI SHeaT

PRISCNERS TO BREAK UP FIGHTS 60 THETIERS o o THE Yaed.
(T WAS RARE FoR PRISWERS TO BE KillE€d By PRiS6N GuUARIS AFTER BeING SHoT

witd THE Burd SHeT. MANY 0F US HAVE BEEN (NouNded BY SHT Gun B LASTS



* ONE OF My FRIENAS WAS SHeT INTHE FACE BY A Guald . HE 1S NOwW Bl ~d
ANd WAS SENT T A MEdiCAL FACILITY | i FEEL SRy Ft MY FrREND, 415 NAME
IS 'SLEEPY" AN HE s frrom HelUSTER ,cALForigA. HE s SERNING 4 LiIFE TERM,
ANd THATS IWHAT IS SOSAdD ABoUT 1T, HE MUSTSERVE A UFE TERM N dARKNESS
ANd [N 4 PACE AWAY FIZEM HIS FRIENAS. 1| HATE TU IMABINE Moy GEE HAS Rean
Foit HiM ALl THESE YEARS. Hiwd PELPIE HAVE TREATED HIM. | HATE TU ByEnd TH e
Aboul T, '
ALCT OF GQuiARD S WERE Ag Assautred. and WHEN A SaT. WAS KiLled BY 4 spear
MRISON OFFiciAls BEGAN THINKING OF Houiny 70 TIGHTEN SECURITY , RECAUSE THEIR
S ANQUENTIN STATE PRISON BXPERIENCE HaAd FAILEd T MEET THeR EXPECTATYNS |
AN THEY HAd BUILT 4 New LeVEL I PRisanN IN TEHATCH AP (CALIFERNIA
ITHAD A MAINLINE And E4aCH PRISEMN Had A “SERITY HEUS I NG UNIT " THESE
ARE THE FIST 'S HU- UNITS “ THEY ALSd BUllLT ONE IN Fols oM PRIS 4N "NewFolsgm
LEVEL 15164%/#;
Pmsa@éﬁ&:}mar\imemﬂﬂ Had N (de4 THEY WERE BulldiNG THESE wiew
PRISONS. :\hﬁ’yﬁﬁk ANUARY OF 19¢7. WHEN WE weRE Toid wWe wiould AL BE
GoiniGg TO rc‘5}" @sﬂmﬂumnt CCMMITIEE . FsR TRANSFER TD A nNaw PRISon,

ANG [T WAS (] /‘#‘%‘ff

E%ﬁiq UINE THEY CUFFE] Us U@ iN BuNCHES and had us
unNeEd UP ounmNG 1O &9%&53%“ T WAS My TUEN | Walked 1IN and didnT aven
GET TV siT Jownl. [ waS Told T was rans Put UP R TRANSFER TU THE NEW SHU.
ONTHE FIlST WEEW OF FEBRUARY 1987 1€ WERE (oAdEd UP ON BUSES ANG eRE

SENTTU TEHACHARPI.

ITWAS A LoNG . LON& RWE. ANALIY WHEN WE GIT THERE [ANE (NERE All TaAkeN OFF

THE BUS - STRIP SEMHICHE] #6AN AN TakeN TU BE X- RAYEd . THEN TAkeEN T OUR

UNIT. (WAS IN 5-Bgclk .

THE PROGRA™M JAS AleT MURE STRICTER . BUT WE HAD A SMALL varRd And T HAd 4

BASKETBALL Riv ON ONE WALl LAnNd WE HAD A4 HANA BALL coulT. 1N THE SumMmeR
ITS REAUY HET, 14 WINTER IT WAS FREEZING 1T INOWEG AlGT UP THiERE

ATEIRST THE GUARDS WERE RESPECTFul and TREATR] us Al T, THEY Fid uS ceod

INE Comld HAVE TWo APPUANCES . 4 T.V. and RAd() . WE Could Have S WEAT SHIRTS
ANS SWEAT PANTS. THE Had 4 Good cANTEEN A~cd THE AnNU4L PACKAGES NETLE
Geud.

THEY Had wWinNddeds 1nTHE BACK oF THE CELIS S0 Yem Could se€ cuTside And SEE THE day LighT

AN NIEHT TTME, (WHEN T < Nowed | AaTeHed THE SN FaLl, | A4S ¢ WATCHE] B rds CUTTIGE my

WINdOW . | USED T SEE THE GuAalRd S MARCHING And RUNNING 1N FRMAeTIeN . THEY ohd THAT
Fell A WhulE THEN QuiT « ITS NeT EASY RUNNING 1IN BSOTS.



f’;" THEN PRITON OFFICIALS BEGAN TD CHANGE , FiR3T THE fFood Ger WRRSE. THENTHEY 7ild us
IJE CAN ND LONEER PWEAR suR THERMALS SR S WERT clCTHES TU Yald. ITWAS SnNOWING artd wE
fad TO GO T THERE wWilTH JUET A T-SHIRT  BIXERY, PANTS, Sidees. AN A THiN TACKET . THEN THEY

STARTEY Tb BEAT dowal PRIS O NERS. | |
ONE JAY | (wdS GOING TU THE DENTIST Anvd £ 40 SUME GANG SFFICa LS PUNCHING 4 PRISJNER IN

THE FRCE. wJHEN THEY Sain e THEY STOPPEd. Burr conninvtiet widery | PASSE] BY. ANETHER TI0E |
S Ging PRISON SHRC1alS JRAGGING A PRISENER INHD INAS oN HIS kKNEES BY IS HauR, ivicH
IS WY AIGST OF Us S HANE GUR HEALS . (| SAW GUARES OPEN PRISGVER S ooy And RUN IN
HiS CELL . AVE -S(X GUAYS N ONE PRISINER ., THEYA BEAT THE PRISGNER SENSELESS . 7ris
RECHVIE A RES UL &. THEY SHAT AN Killed A 8iaclk PRISaNER NAMES OMAR . THERE was
NG REASINS TU E’ffﬁg‘%ﬁ’? HE twAS IN A Holding CELL. THeET Sertr ANSTHER Bitftl PRSENER
IWhelE WE weRE duﬂ%\ EXERCISES GUTON THE ald, THERE /45 MU REAS cAf TU SHooT HiM

WE WERE 4it IN THE ﬂp éP_PUsiTION.
THE VIOLENCE AMONG F*E,d.‘, bitad A0S T SIDPPES CotiPLeTELY . BEMUITE AL GRATPS ieRE

EPT APART N SEP No THME cE1ES H#VE s TEEL DODRY.
AMIMISITY AAMMNEST LS WHEQJ‘-‘%% TO yaed THE Guaeds wuld TELL rIE THEY puoutd BeT on
S

ME §O Pur o 4 Geod sHoY .
A FEW YEA4zy AFTER IWE IWEFRF SENT TO QfeH APi SHUY "IN THE SUminiéR ,;.;:! | P8F THE PREaN
OFFIC A ls Told US THAT A NEW SHU OPENES 1n] CORCIRAN, CAUFERNIA . AN ITS Going TO BE

USE] TO BRE#K GANG MEMBERS, THEY WERE Atl EXCITED AN (AUEHING | AGAIN THEY I-HAd
US Ail GOING TD I.C.Co AGMTA Fol’ TRANSFER . THEY GAVE OuT AlT OF BUS TICKETS conig o
Myﬁwﬂfdﬁr WERETHE FI2ST TO G0 FRW JUR RutldiNG. | REVIETIBER THIKING TD THert onN
THE vied TELH (NG THEPT THAT (VE HERS THEY ARE puXiANeG JP THE YAELS iTit RIVAL GANG
MEIIBERS S0 [HEY caldd F1aH T THEN GuU#RAT Copld SHger 7HEr). MYy FRIENG WiHo wE cailed
BAEY Bull BECAUSE HE RS SHlorT And STOCKY . HE a5 gy daING ?G‘Cfﬁfi Fol PRROLE

VIO(RTIEA). S0 ( VRS TELING 1M 1Y) BE CAREFUL | 45 SCON AS THE GuARds YELL GerdonsN bE
PAUST S WUAT deWN QUIck . piy FRIEND tWAS SHer (W THE NECK piitihE & HT NG oeitd 4
LIVAL GANG MBEMBER | LATER HE4LEA THAT AFTER HE WAS Siter THEY (EFT Hit g THE yard
70 Sieed CUT. IT AS RE4Uy PHNFUL TO HERR HE DIES, (HIT BTHERED NME AIGST WAS THAT
IHE AT AN ONLY CHrLd. HiS PACENTS LUST THEIR Onty iidf .

ANCTHER Friend dF MINE ™' TOII4S * WNAS ABE SHET [N THE B4ck » BUT (NEHEN HE WAS TU S TD srep
HE INAS INALEING ANty FROM THE UTHER (INMATE A RiVEL GANG NIEMRBER PateN HE (s
SHETIN THE BACK, AFTER WE WERE MMOVED FRLon) S AN QUENTIN S UARAS STHRTED wsinG A
RIFLE pUNI-TY . §T5 4 NINE p L i IETER | THEY LUSE THAT AleT Mot . AN ¢T decils o CRIPPLES

NONECE fif FRIENDT Hitd A WEAPEH , THEY WERE KILLEY AR £ FiST RGHT: AlT oF PESPIE
INERE [<illbd AN PABALY ZES AT CERCERAN STATE PRISOA/,

YOU MUy INH AT | HAVE HRYS THEUGHT OF, PRiseN dEFICiais SAY THEY WERE SECREGATING

US 7D STDP GANG VIOIENCE, THE ACCOMPUSHES THAT AT TEHECH AP AuUT rHEY ot

2 Eup wile
THE (dE4 oF ‘plixing up nqE YARAS AT CORCORAN PRISEN ™ KNowing THEY (naufldf INSTIEATE 5



s

THEY used THiS OPPOETUNITY TO GET BACK AT PRISCNERS . THEY JAESIGNE] "CORCORAN SiHd*
FER ONE PURPISE TO Kitl PRIS(NERS AN TD BEEAK THOISE WwHT (WIWENT EGHT.

CORCORAN SHU WAS YEAR RIUNG HUNTING SEATUN. AN WAS INTENTIINALY SeTUP
BY CDCRs MMrM;$Tf2ﬁndH_.

THEIR ACTIENS ROESNT SURPRITE (IS, MUSTUF US HAVE SEEN THEIR TACTIC'S Aned HANE
EXPERIENCES THEIR TACTICS.

THE GOVERNMENT ANd CTATE OFFc(ALS HAVE cornmmed MANY CRIMES AGMNST THEIR
CITIZENS  BUT BECAUSE W ARE INCARCERATES THEY DONT CONTIDER US AS CIiMZENS,
BuT THINKG ABMUT AL THE CRIMES ??fFH"\:fE Cart i TTES . ANE NEVER RBEEN HEtd 1D
ANSIER FEFR .

[ REAN ALOT UF CASES THAT HAVE BEEIN TAEEN T THE COARTS PBECAUSE PRISINERS have
Feled Civil REGHTS ComPInnNTS SEERNG RELIEE., gqnd INE Rened SomE CUTRACEOUS CASES

THESE ARE ﬁﬂ'ﬁ{;ﬁﬂw GUARAS COMMIITING CRIVIES AGMNST PRIECNERS. (5 IT 4NY WiNIER
MNHY FE{SJ&I{EE}?TS#H.{F STAFE.

PRIS ONERS k‘s\iayﬁ T ANY TIME THEM STED Gur oF THEIR CELLS THEY ARE UNAER THE
GFuMN, AND ARE &@ﬁjﬁ H SiTTING DUCkS. 50 iy dd THEY SHEOT 70 il oS LN

INE ADNT HAVE @wf%g@ﬁu SURE CANT SHEUT BACk,
e gy

WHEN THEY OPeNE] ‘ale

AND MAdE (T INTEGRETED YARd . pEANING MIXEd
VARAS. kNEWING RIVAL GANG

Wl ATTACK EACH ¢THER .
IF THEY WANTERL THAT TO HAPPEN, THEN (WHY EVEN PACE US IN §ECREGATION THEN,

THEY ClAM THEY d6NT WANT (IS OUT ON THE GENERAL PSPUlATION BECAMUE ofF THE
VIOIENCE , RIOTS, ASSAULTS ANd WIUWRJERS,

YET THEN FPul All THISE SAME INdIVIdUALY oN THE SAME vYards THGETHER s 0 THey
CAMN CONTROL THE R &GHTS,

SRR TD DG FI&GHTS . THEY LET ONE CELL OCCUPANT QUTTU THE YA THEN toulk

Fo A4 RivAL GANG JNEMBER TO LET OUT INCTH Hid. And THEYA WATCH U RGHT 4nd

THE WINNER inJAS USRS over AN OVER UNTIL HE (6SES, a8 THEY TIRE UF HitM Aecd
SHEUT HiM. JUST ULEE THE COCK F&GHTS.

IN 1989 THE CAUFSRNIA PRISON SYSTEM OPENE] “PeticaN BAY SHU“ in DECEMBER
26,1967 THEY STARTES SENDING BUS LOADS UE US TO PELICAN BAY. WE (NERE TOId THIS
WAs iT, THE ENd OF THE ROAd, THAT ived BE HERE R THE REST JF JuR L(VES,

THE GAME PN FOR ALL THIS (AME FRIM THE GOVERNMENT AN PRISON Adman sTRATION.
REGULAR PRISIN GUARDS JUST Folloed ORDERS. MUST OF THEM ARENT RRIGHT ENGUGH ND®

HAVE THE AUTHERITY TU [MPLEMENT THE TiFFERENT POLICIES THAT WEVE S EEN gVER
THE YEAKS.

RACE M HAS PlAYED A BiG ROLE 1N Hebv THE PRISINS SEGREGATIIN UNITS Have
GlRAdurtly AdVANCES IN TIRTURE AN EXECuTLEN UNITS.
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/ ;:::Uhfrwswr TV souNg Like (] TOTALLY UINGESERVING OF My TIME IN MANY
SHU UNITS, BECAUSE [ NOT,
) IHAVE DoNE MANY THINGS TD BE clisCiPlined FR, [/l NOT AN INNECENT BY -
STANGER, LI1KE ALGT gF OTHER PRI (NERS.
! Could NEVER SAY THAT | didNT PELENG IN THE SHU. PECAUSE | HANE A LENGTH Y
cliscipiiniary RECORE. AT CNE TIME | AL TO BE cHaINEd EvERY TIME [ LEFT ry
CELL. { Had TD BE CHarntd WHILE | GJT MY EXERCISE PeERrRied TU PREVENT ™ME
FROM ATTACKING ANY ONE .anvd 1| INAS %('Eﬂ IN A saall sally PHET TD waAallke (N
By MmysELF. THE LE& (RONS MHURT M% %WEY STEP / TUlK, 7HE WAST CHAINS INERE

negHT so | CAUINT SLIP THEM OFF , ﬁi*\g& HANACUFEE S cUT ivID pay IWVRISTS |

My CELL LaS SERRCHE] T TIMES A dA ?ﬁ%"‘ HEY CHANGE] SRIFTS.
BT THAT W %@ﬂ

SHU OVER 30 YEARS /N TUTAL. ,:j %'{%
ot

IS /T BraqT TV JUdGfE rME FRR wHaT | did E@H%m ACd , BECAUSE THATS ENACTLY wiH4T
PELICAN BAY OFFRCIAlS HAVE BeeN doING . fﬁﬁﬂ‘%% THE PAST BuT PELPIE CHANGE
AS THBY GET GIdER , ANd KEFPuNG SCMEONE IN fséhﬁfnaﬁ FER THIRTY Y EARS iS5 4T
REHAB e TATREN OR A Slow TORTURE .

For 7HE TWENTY PLUS YEARS THAT { HAVE REEN IN PELICAN LAY | HAVE NiT BEEN 4ifowed
7O Pity RASKETRALL , OR HANTBALL ., ANYTHING, THERE 15 NUTHING TO JdO Folt THE iHfour AN
A HHE WEARE OA] THE YARA. masi PRISUNERS dENT FVEN GO cur R THER Futl NIME.

SOME deNT GO cur AT 4tL.
UIHER S'TATES HAVE REGUN T CIOSEdown THEIR SHU UNITS. THE ALL HAVE diFFerRenNnT

REARSEAS, BUTr WONE HAS TU oy &iTH THE SAMAGE THE 1S50(ATLIN CAUSES PRISEINERS
INFACT THE ONLY REASIN THEY EVEN CdNSidered clos G AownN SHU'S 1§ BEcAUSE THawr

STATES WERE SPENAING pyAY 100 HUWCH MONEY OMN PRISINS.
THE WERE SPENJING BilliONS TU KEEP RUNNING ALl THEIR PRISANT | AN WHEN THEY

CTALTES LoDEING FF SOlumionNs . THEY FINALLY REAUIEY THEY H4VE MANY PRISCNERS
OSITH NON VEOlENT CRINIES, THREE STEIKES . ANd AGING REZiSeNERS THAT REAUY donT BEILNG

IA PRIEGM.
TIHEY AMRENET ClESiNG THE SHu 'S BECHAUITE THEY FETL SORRY FoR TURTURING (LS All THESE
VEAL). NTR BECHUSE THEY cvANT TU E€UUCATE and TRAN US, AN ESPECIRIN BECHUIE THEY

MANT TD.
CALFoRNIA 15 STTLL PEHTING AGATNST 1T, THEY SPENT TTU ptsaCH r oty O cHANGE AN

ANd ARE looiNg FoR SovIE OIHER SoluTION, 4 inAY (UTOF THIS eSS, aiTHaUT Having 7o
RELEASE PRISENERS FRiwWl THE SHUY, ¥ ITF Nir oJeR . Aned unite € P sSIST 1P and gTHER

STATES . CALARNIA (S ART ABaUT TU LET 760 PRISGNERS quroF ITS SHU unfITS.



