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their pants, you might as well be listening to
a radio play. There’s a story, but it doesn’t
matter, certainly not to the leads or the good-
natured sidekicks like Kathleen Tumer and
Rob Riggle.

“Dumb and Dumber To" is rated PG-13
(Parents strongly cautioned) because of
course il is.

— -E
“Warhal silkscreen of Elvis sells for $81.9 g

million; Brando fetches less

"Triple Elvis," a 1963 Andy Warhol
silkscreen depicting the king of rock 'n' roll in
triplicate, sold for £81.9 million at an auction
of postwar and contemporary art at Christie's
in New York on Wednesday. The sale, which
featured 82 individual pieces, brought in a
total of $852.9 million.

Another Warhol piece also stoked buyer
interest. "Four Mu.rl%' which shows actor
Marlon Brando from the movie "The Wild
One," sold for $69.6 million, the second
highest amount of the evening. A Cy
Twombly canvas "Untitled” from 1970 sold
for nearly the same amount.

WestSpiel, a German casino company, was
the seller of the two Warhol paintings, which
had hung in a casino in Aachen since the *70s,
according to reports.

The Christie’s sale boasted a blue-chip lineup
of works by Francis Bacon, Ed Ruscha,
Gerhard Richter and Jeff Koons. The Koons
sculpture "Balloon Monkey," which is one of
five that the American artist created in the
series, fetched $25.9 million, in the middle of
the auction house's estimate of $20 million to
$30 million.

Art dealer Larry Gagosian snapped up two
prominent works, according to the New York
Times. Gagosian provided the winning bids
for an Ed Ruscha work "Smash,"” which
exceeded estimates to fetch $30.4 million,
and a Martin Kippenberger self-portrait for
$22.6 million.

The other big sellers on Wednesday included
a Bacon canvas from 1960 that fetched $45
million, which was at the low end of
estimates, and a Richter painting that sold for
$31.5 million, slightly beating estimates.

The auction record for a Warhol painting still
belongs to "Silver Car Crash (Double
Disaster),” which was created by the artist in
1963 and sold last year for $105.4 million at
a Sotheby's auction.

Rejoice, fans: Matt Damon will be back as
Jason Bourne!

BFFs Matt Damon and Ben Affleck
celebrated the retum of their HBO series
Project Greenlight in Hollywood.

But it was the resurrection of another
franchise that's made bigger headlines:
Damon will be returning as Jason Bourne!
"Yes, next year," Damon told E! News. "It'll
be in 2016 when the movie will actually
come out. [Director] Paul Greengrass is
going to do another one and that's all [ ever
said. I just needed him to say yes."

The weird thing is, Jeremy Renner, who
starred in the spinoff The Bourne Legacy, is

also returning as Aaron Cross in & different
film,

So all in all, it's a Bourne boondoggle. We'll
take It

Weekend Box-Office: “Interstellar’ Bested
By ‘Big Hero 6" At Home, But Launches
To 5132 Million Opening Globally
Christopher Nolan may be the man who
“rebooted the blockbuster,” according to a
recent Guardian feature, but it appears that
chinks are starting to appear in what was
once seen as an unassailable armor. Despite
early projections that saw the film debuting
north of $60 million, Paramount's
“Interstellar” could not surpass $50 million
in its opening weekend or nab the top slot.
Instead, in one of 2014"s most surprising
box-office showings, Disney's animated “Big
Hero 6" bested Nolan's epic space odyssey
by a considerable margin. Clearly four
quadrant and family friendly, audiences came
out in droves to “Big Hero 6" to the tune of
$56 million, even without much Marvel help
(it’s an adaptation of a Marvel property, but
that studio shied away from additional
promotion as they felt it really wasn't one of
their babies).

"Interstellar” now marks the lowest-grossing
Nolan opening since “The Prestige” in 2006.
Even "Inception,” which also boasted IMAX
sequences, opencd up to $62 million in 2010,
It’s also the first time a Nolan picture has not
debuted at #1 since “Insomnia” in 2002,
Even Alfonso Cuaron’s "Gravity” opened
up higher last year ($55 million) around the
same release frame. So what “went wrong™
(if you want to look at it like that)? Well,
several factors are obviously at play.
Audiences only gave the movie B+
Cinemascore suggesting that maybe not all
Nolan fans were as much on board as they
usually are. While that grade certainly isn't
low, one could argue it is low for Nolan who
usually has an unimpeachable touch. While
“Interstellar” is listed as fresh on Rotten
Tomatoes, initial reviews gave the film a
critical drubbing (ours is particularly harsh
too). One could assume that since
“Interstellar” opened early on Wednesday on
35mm & 70mm, that took away from Nolan's
weekend grosses, but Wed-Friday only
account for another $2.1 million and would
not have put the movie over Disney. That
long, 169-minute running time probably
didn’t help either. Then there's the fact that,
media-hyped McConaissance aside,
McConaughey doesn’t quite have the star
power of Leonardo DiCaprio ("Inception™)
or Sandra Bullock ("Gravity™). And of
course it’s a fool's errand to compare
“Interstellar” to a super hero film these days.
A $50 million opening is strong of course,
but Paramount was surely looking for
something a little higher that would register
at #1. It's a disappointment sure, but not a
major one and we'll see how the film
performs over the long haul.

ety |

The international story for “Interstellar™ was
much better. The movie opened with & hefty
380 million worldwide, and $20 million of
that was in IMAX, which broke the
November opening record previously held by
“Hunger Games: Catching Fire” (517.1M).
So a $132.25 million global opening is not
bad for a non-franchise, non-super hero, non-
genre spectacle picture.

Paramount’s marketing machine drowned out
“Big Hero 6" within the media Stateside, but
it just didn‘t really matter much. “Big Hero
6" did huge numbers and the well-received,
well-reviewed movie is Disney's biggest
(non-Pixar) opening outside of “Frozen,”
and it bests recent openings by Disney
animated films like “Wreck It Ralph”
(which used to be Disney's highest opening
animated film not under the Pixar umbrella).
So, sequel much? Don't be surprised if it's
announced soon, and a terrific start like this
only means the movie is very likely going to
have good legs that will play into the
holidays (though DreamWorks' “The
Penguins of Madagascar™ could eat up
some of the same audience). “Big Hero 6™
has only opened in a few markets globally, so
the international haul only added another $23
million to its worldwide total,

Elsewhere at the box office, David Fincher's
“Gone Girl,” Weinstein Company’s “St.
Vincent,” and “Ouija” all had strong-to-
decent holds. 20™ Century Fox's “Gone
Girl" has been in theaters for six weeks and
its theater count has fallen by around 600
screens, but the film is still at the #3 slot. The
movie only fell 28% and it's actually gone up
in ranking as it was at the #4 position these
last two weekends because of Sony's “Fury.”
But while the Brad Pitt-starring WWII
movie demonstrated a good hold in its first
few weekends, it is certainly
underperforming in comparison. “Gone Girl”
Just crossed $300 million worldwide this
weekend and “Fury” hasn't connected at all
overseas, having just crossed $100 million
worldwide this weekend. It's likely to go
down as the lowest-grossing Brad Pitt film
since the early aughts, and domestically it
might not even match the $75 million that the
baseball drama “Moneyball” earned in 2011.
Back to “Gone Girl™: at this rate it should be
able to outgross the $333 million that “The
Curious Case of Benjamin Button™ carned
in 2008 to become Fincher's highest grossing
film of all time.

A low-budget horror that's still in the top §
after three weeks? These films tend to peak
high opening weekend and vanish
subsequently, so “Ouija” is showing a pretty
good hold so far. The Weinstein Company's
“St. Vincent,” starring Bill Murray, is
having one of the best platform releases of
2014, and if it gots Golden Globe and Oscar
nominations, this dramedy could stay in
theaters for weeks. The movie has been
slowly expanding into wider markets and
only dropped an incredibly low 21% in its
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second week of wide release. It has made $27
million in five weeks, three of them limited.
Weanwhile, Open Road's Jake Gyllenhaal-
starring “Nighterawler™ didn't have a
spectacular opening ($10 million), but
grossing $20 million in two weeks for an
indie is quite impressive. The picture did fall
47.2% in its second week, but that's still a
decent number, and if it can hold on, it's
going to see decent grosses against its
relatively low $8 million budget.

“John Wick.” “Alexander and the
Terrible, Horrible, No Good, Very Bad
Day,” and “The Book Of Life” look to be
close to concluding their box-office business
inside the top 10 after three, five, and four
weeks respectively, but they've all done
decent numbers against their relatively small
budgets (“John Wick™ not withstanding at
$20 million), especially *Alexander' which
filled the family audience gap and has
grossed almost $60 million at home.

In limited release, Fox Searchlight's
“Birdman" soared once again and nearly
cracked the top 10, and it's still in less than
500 theaters (462 to be exact). The movie
grossed $2.3 million for a strong 4th week
$4,978 per screen average. But the real story
in limited release was “The Theory Of
Everything,” which had a phenomenal
opening weekend. In only five theaters, the
awards-contending drama about the life and
love of Stephen Hawking grossed $207k for
a fantastic $41.4k per screen average; the 5%
highest of 2014.

Minor milestones: “Dracula Untold”™ has
reached the $200 million mark worldwide,
"The Equalizer” is looming close to $200
million globally, and the horror "Annabelle®
has grossed a spectacular $244 million
around the planet. “Guardians of The
Galaxy™ is the #2 movie of the year
worldwide with at 5768 million, and it's had
phenomenal success this year, but it won't be
able to best “Transformers: Age of
Extinction,” which should end the year with
the title of highest-grossing movie of 2014
worldwide.

Tiny spacecraft nails target, comet 300M
miles away

The anxiety isn't over yeL

After a nerve-racking 7-hour descent, a
miniature spacecraft drifted softly onto the
surface of a comet more than 300 million
miles away from Earth on Wednesday
moming. It was the first craft in history to
land on a comet, and the apparently
successful feat provoked hugs, cheers and
jovous laughter in the control room in
Germany.

But the jubilation over the touchdown of the
washing-machine-size ship, known as Philae,
was quickly overshadowed. Within an hour
after the landing was confirmed, engineers
learned that contrary to plan, Philae had
failed to fire its two harpoons into the comet's
dusty soil. The harpoons were designed to
anchor the spacecraft firmly to the comet's

surface, partly due to fears that the craft
could ricochet off the strange terrain and
back into space.

Preliminary data suggest that the lander came
down "abruptly” on one of its three legs and
softly on the other two, then "bounced
slightly off" the comet before settling onto
the surface again, Finnish Meteorological
Institute research manager Walter Schmidt
told USA TODAY . Schmidt heads the team
responsible for a Philae scientific instrument
that has sensors in the spacecrafi's feet.
"Maybe today we didn't just land once, we
even landed twice,” Philae lander manager
Stephan Ulamec joked at a news conference
Wednesday. There are some signs that the
spacecraft started to rotate after lifting off
again, but if so, it has stopped rotating,
Ulamec said.

Une option is try to fire the harpoons again.
Even if the harpoons don't work, a good
number of the 10 scientific instruments on
Philae could still gather data, Schmidt said.
But the situation is grimmer for Philae's drill
and the probes on the harpoons unless the
harpoons can be coaxed to function properly.
The experiments on Philae are designed to
reveal the comet’s composition, how it
changes as it approaches the sun and more.
Such clues could help scientists understand
conditions in the solar system more than 4
billion years ago, when the comet formed.
The harpoon problems clouded a day of both
anxiety and triumph for the flight control
team. The little spaceship cast off at roughly
4 a.m. ET from the mother ship that had
carried it close to the comet. Then, as mission
personnel waited in anxious suspense, Philas
descended at a leisurely pace toward the
comet's rugged surface. There was no way to
steer it on its way down, no way to change
course and no going back.

A few minutes past 11 am. ET, engineers
received word that the spaceship, which
belongs to the European Space Agency, had
alighted safely on the comet's crater-scarred
and boulder-filled landscape.

"We can't be happier than we are now,”
Andrea Accomazzo, Rosetta flight director,
said, before the harpoon problem became
known.

The landing was "a difficult procedure. ...
There are so many uncertainties," said Gostar
Klingelhoefer of Germany's Johannes
Gutenberg University and the head of an
experiment that will analyze the chemical
compaosition of the comet's surface, The
initial report of a successful landing "was a
big relief, | have to say.”

Even if the harpoons never fire, many
consider the mission a victory. Google
honored the lander's touchdown with a
Google Doodle, and NASA'S director of
planetary science, Jim Green, lauded the
mission as "audacious.”

*The number one thing: PHILAE IS A
SUCCESS. Full stop," tweeted Emily
Lakdawalla, a planetary scientist who blogs
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for the Planetary Society, an advocacy group
that champions space exploration and space
SClence.

Philae and its carrier spacecraft Rosetta spent
a decade just getting to the comet, launching
from Earth in 2004 and finally pulling up in
August next to comet Churyumov-
Gerasimenko, also known as comet 67P. The
comet is tracing a 6 1/2-year oval around the
solar system.

Rosetta's arrival at 67P gave scientists a
thrill: The comet wasn't potato-shaped as had
been expected but a complex rubber-duck
shape. For mission engineers, the comet's
profile was a nasty surprise rather than an
intriguing revelation. That irregular shape
made it trickier for Rosetta to orbit the comet
and drop the lander in exactly the right place
on the mountain-size comet.

The comet’s terrain also posed challenges. It
is pocked with deep depressions and dotted
with building-size boulders, and it boasts
slopes so steep that they make the toughest
ski resort look tame. On its first landing, at
least, Philae came down in the dead center of
the designated landing zone, which has
relatively forgiving terrain.

Scientists are now working against time.
Philae's initial battery life is only 64 hours,
and no one knows whether after the battery
dies the craft's solar panels will work well
enough to power all the experimental gear for
an extended time.

Researchers hope to keep gathering
information from Philae until March of next
year, when the spacecraft is projected to
become too hot to continue. Eventually
managers may command Rosetta to make a
soft landing on the comet's surface too,
reuniting the two spacecraft once more.
Global "tree of life' study shows insects
ruled Earth 400 million years ago
GAINESVILLE, Fla === A new study
involving more than 100 researchers from 10
countries, including the University of Florida,
has reconstructed the insect tree of life and
found, among other things, that insects ruled
the land 400 million years ago.

The cover story in Friday's issue of the
journal Science answers many long-held
guestions about the evolution of the world’s
largest and most biodiverse group of animals,
information essential to understanding the
millions of living insect species that shape
our terrestrial living space and support and
threaten our natural resources.

The new tree of life incorporated many
fossils, making it the first dated evolutionary
tree of this magnitude, said co-author Akito
Kawahara, assistant curator of Lepidoptera at
the Florida Museum of Natural History on
the UF campus, who leads the butterfly and
moth initiative for the ongoing project.
*Until now, we didn't have a good
understanding of how these diverse groups of
insects are related to each other,” Kawahara
said. “Many insects important to everyday
life and scientific research were included in




