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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

GATEWAY TO RE-ENTRY ISSUES “CALL TO ACTION”: SUPPORT NEEDED FOR HOUSE
BILL NO. 2135 EXPANDING PAROLE ELIGIBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS SERVING LIFE
SENTENCES IN PENNSYLVANIA

PHILADELPHIA, PA (USA) — 24 July 2016 — History was made when The Honarable
Jason Dawkins, State Representative for Pennsylvania’s 179™ District rose to the floor of the
Pennsylvania General Assembly and introduced House Bill No. 2135, which if passed by the
Pennsylvania legislature, would grant freedom to individuals sentenced fo life imprisonment who
have served 15 years of their sentence. Co-sponsors of this historic legislation include The
Honorable Leslie Acosta, State Representative for Pennsylvania's 197" Legislative District; The
Honorable Vanessa Lowery Brown, State Representative for Pennsylvania’s 190" Legislative
District: The Honorable Stephen Kinsey, State Representative for Pennsylvania's 201st"
Legislative District; The Honorable Patty Kim, State Representative for Pennsylvania’s 103™
Legislative District; The Honorable Joanna McClinton, State Representative for Pennsyivania's
191% Legislative District; The Honorable Tonyelle Artis-Cook, State Representative for
Pennsylvania's 200" Legislative District; and The Honorable Ed Gainey, State Representative

for Pennsylvania's 24" Legislative District.

House Bill No. 2135 was referred to the Pennsylvania Judiciary Committee on 9 June
2016. As of this writing, no action has been taken by the Committee on this legislation.
Gateway To Re-Enfry is issuing a "Call To Action” which encourages citizens in the
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania to voice their support for this Jegislation; ask.that the Judiciary
Committee vote on the legislation: and recommend that the legislation be passed and enacted

into law by contacting:
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FOR A DESERVING LIFER. RIGHT NOW, WE HAVE NO HOPE. THANK YOU % GOD BLESS.



HOUSE BILL 2135; A CHANCE AT PAROLE FOR MEN % WOMEN SENTENCED TO DIE IN PA STATE PRISONS

8/22/16: 5:07am: LISTENING TO: FIX ME (ACOUSTIC VERSION) BY: 10 YEARS

HI EVERYONE, ANYONE READING THIS, PLEASE READ THE FORMS THAT WILL FOLLOW THIS LETTER. FOR
THOSE OF YOU WHO READ WHAT I WRITE, YOU ENOW ME. YOU ENOW MY STORY. ANY ONE OF YOU ARE
FREE TC ASK ME WHATEVER YOU WANT. DO YOU REALLY WANNA KNOW ABOUT CHANGE IN PRISON, DO YOQU
REALLY WANNA ENOW IF MEN & WOMEN CAN CHANGE? WHY NOT GET TO KNOW ONE? GET TO KNOW A MAN
OR WOMAN IN HERE WHO IS SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE. GIVE THEM A CHANCE TO TELL THEIR STORY,
THEN DECIDE. ASX WHY THEY FEEL THEY DESERVE A 2ND CHANCE, WHAT HAVE THEY DONE IN THEIR
TIME IN HERE TO EARN A 2ND CHANCE? ASK QUESTIONS., SO MANY PA POLITICIANS ARE GETTING ON
BOARD FOR THIS MOVEMENT, WE NEED YOUR SUPPORT T0O, MEN % WOMEN ASED 45+, WHO HAVE DONE
20-25 YEARS IN PRISON ARE THE LEAST LIXELY TO REFOFFEND OUT OF ALL CITIZENS WHO ARE
ARRESTED, ALL WE ARE ASKING FOR IS A CHANCE. THIS BILL DOESN'T GUARANTEE EVERYONE WILL
BE PAROLED, IT JUST GIVES U5 HOPE, A CHANCE, SOMETHING TO FIGHT FOR, LOOK FORWARD TO, A
CHANCE AT REDEEMING OURSELVES. I HAVE KNOWN MEN IN HERE WHO HAVE DONE 35+ YEARS, NEVER
GETTING IN TROUBLE, MODEL PRISONERS, BUT WITHOUT THIS BILL BEING MADE INTO LAW, THEY WILL
NEVER SEE THE OUTSIDE AGAIN. WE ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT. PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING & HELP
SUPPORT US AND OUR FAMILIES. I THANK YOU, MY FAMILY THANKS YOU & SO DO THE FAMILIES OF
THE OTHER 5,300 LIFE SENTENCED MEN & WOMEN IN PA STATE PRISONS. IF 44 OTHER STATES ALLOW
FOR THE CHANCE AT PAROLE FOR LIFERS, WHY NOT US? PLEASE HOW YOUR SUPPORT FOR H.B, 2135,
SINCE COMING HERE, I HAVE LOST SO MANY FAMILY MEMBERS, THEY ARE ALL GONE & BURIED, T HAVE
LOST MY SON WHO NEVER EVEN GOT THE CHANCE TO BE BORN, I LOST MY JUSTINE, I WILL LOSE MY
MOM, AND COUNTLESS MORE, BUT AT THE VERY LEAST I WANT TO VISIT THEIR GRAVES BEFORE I DIE,
SOME OF US ARE EARNING A 2ND CHANCE BUT OUR STATE DOESN'T ALLOW FOR 2ND CHANCES. SO WE
ASK FOR YOUR SUPPORT. PLEASE CONTINUE TO READ ON, IF YOU HAVE ANY QUESTIONS, PLEASE ASK,
IF YOU WANT TO ASK THE POLITICIANS QUESTIONS, ASK. GO TO: DECARCERATEPA.ORG, FIND OUT MORE,
(LOOK FOR "CADBI")., TAKE CARE, I THANK YOU SO VERY MUCH FOR YOUR TIME, GOD BLES CTAO.

P5: I WANT TO SEND MY THOUGHTS & PRAYERS TO MY FRIEND LISA GALLAGYER FROM CARBON
COUNTY, PA. LISA GOT VERY POOR MEDICAL CARE WHILE IN PRISON FOR 2 YEARS. THEY TOLD HER
NOTHING WAS WRONG. WHEN SHE GOT OUT SHE WENT TO A REAL DOCTOR & WAS TOLD SHE HAS TERMINAL
COLON CANCER, STAGE 4. IF CAUGHT EARLIER, SHE COULD HAVE BEEN SAVED IF THE PRISON MEDICAL
STAFF HAD GIVEN A CRAP. BUT NOW SHE WILL DIF LEAVING BEHIND HER DAUGHTER & GRAND CHILDREN,

PLEASE KEEP READING

(READ WHAT I WRITE ON MY BLOG. GET TO KNOW ME. GIVE ME A CHANCE % YOU WONT REGRET
IT. I'M NOT A PERFECT MAN BUT I AM A GOOD MAN NOW, ONE THAT I AM GROWING MORE PROUD OF
EACH DAY. I AM NOT THAT 21 YEAR OLD KID. THOSE 2 LITTLE GIRLS WHO STABBED THEIR FRIEND
18 OR SO0 TIMES FROM WISCONSIN I BELIEVE, THEY DID THIS THEY SAID TO PLEASE THE INTERNET
MYTH SLENDERMAN. REGARDLESS OF WHY, THEY WERE 12, NOW CHARGED AS ADULTS. THE SYSTEM HAS
GIVEN UP ON THOSE 12 YEAR OLD LITTLE GIRLS WHO ARE NOW 14. TO CHARGE 12 YEAR OLDS AS
ADULTS, THE SYSTEM GAVE UP ON THEM ALREADY, DON'T GIVE UP ON US. GIVE US A CHANCE)



18 YEARS &% COUNTING: HOW MUCH TIME IS ENOUGH?

8/12/16: 9:45am: LISTENING TO: HAPPY? BY: MUDVAYNE

TODAY MAKES 18 LONG YEARS IN HERE. 18 YEARS SEEMS LIKE ALOT RIGHT. IF YOU HAVE A CHILD,
THATS FROM BIRTH UNTIL GRADUATING HIGH SCHOOL. I HAVE WASTED 18 YEARS OF LIFE IN HERE.
WHAT I WOULDN'T GIVE TO GO BACK AND CHANGE THE PAST, TO RIGHT MY WRONGS, TO FIX THE PAST,
TO TAKE BACK THE PAIN I HAVE CAUSED., I REACHED OUT TO AN OLD FRIEND TODAY. KATHLEEN WAS
A GIRL I ONCE LOVED SO MUCH. SHE WAS MY FIRST LOVE BUT I THOUGHT AS A TEENAGER THAT I HAD
TO BE SOMEONE I WASN'T WITH HER. A PART OF ME WANTS MY FRIEND BACKX IN MY LIFE AND ANOTHER
PART OF ME NEEDS TO KNOW THAT I DIDN'T RUIN HER LIFE TOO. SHE WAS SUCH A GOOD GIRL, I JUST
NEED TO KENOW THAT I DIDN'T RUIN HER TOO,

I SIGNED UP FOR A NEW PROGRAM CALLED THE IMPACT OF CRIME PROGRAM, I WASN'T ONE OF
THOSE PRISONERS WHO NEEDED PROGRAMS TO CHANGE. I CHANGED BECAUSE I WANTED TO, AND HONESTLY,
THE TRAGEDIES IN MY LIFE MADE ME CHANGE. MY- CHANGE BEGAN IN 2001 WITH JUSTINE'S DEATH.
I WAS SUICIDAL AT FIRST. I WANTED TO DIE. TO LIVE ENOWING I WAS THE REASON SHE FELL APART
AND WAS ULTIMATELY KILLED, IT RUINED ME INSIDE, THEN I TURNED TO ANGER & HATRED. I HATED
EVERYONE AND I WAS SO ANGRY ALL THE TIME. THEN I TURNED TO REGRETS, I WENT TO PRAYER. THEN
I WENT TO CHURCH, THEN I JUST WANTED TO BE BETTER. I WANTED SOMEONE TO BE PROUD OF ME,
SO I TURNED TO CHARITY AND HELPED RAISE A MINIMUM OF $25,000 EACH YEAR WHEN I WAS EITHER
PRESIDENT OF THE JAYCEES OR JUST ONE OF THE 5 BOARD MEMBERS. IT WAS DEFINITELY A TEAM EFFORT
BUT 5-6 MEN SENTENCED TO DIE IN HERE RAISING THAT MUCH MONEY FOR CHARITY, TO HELP LITTLE
KIDS IN THE BURN UNIT AT THE HOSPITAL IN PITTSBURGH OR AT C.H.O0.P. IN PHILLY, OR TO ST,
JUDES OR JUST TO HELP A LOCAL DAYCARE OUT WITH CRAYONS, PAPER AND TOYS FOR THEIR KIDS,
WE LOVED DOING IT. LOVED THE LETTERS WE WOULD GET BACK FROM THE GRATEFUL PEOPLE. THOSE
DAYS ARE OVER FOR ME. T AM ABOUT AGED OUT OF THE JAYCEES (IT'S A YOUNG PERSONS ORGANIZATION)
AND MOST MONTHS I STRUGGLE JUST TO BE ABLE TO MAIL LETTERS.

IT ANGERS ME BECAUSE I VOLUNTEER IN THE HOSPICE WARD, I WATCH THE MEN DIE. I CLEAN
THEM, I READ TO THEM, I HELP THEM WRITE LETTERS, I DO ALOT AND I DON'T DO IT FOR MONEY
BUT IN HERE, WE ALL NEED JOBS AND THIS ONE PAYS ME %12 A MONTH. WHO CAN SURVIVE OFF OF
$3 PER WEEK. I HAVE TO FIGURE THIS OUT BECAUSE THIS JUST ISN'T PAYING FOR ME TO SURVIVE
IN HERE. ENOUGH OF THAT, I LOVE HELPING, I JUST WISH WE WERE PAID A LITTLE MORE THAN SLAVE
WAGES IN HERE,

MY BROTHER CAME UP TO SEE ME. I WAS SCARED TO DEATH. WE HAVE AN UNDERSTANDING THAT
NO ONE JUST SHOWS UP FOR A VISIT. LET ME KNOW ATLEAST 1 DAY IN ADVANCE. I TOLD HIM WHEN
OUR MOM DIES, I DO NOT WANT HIM CALLING THE PRISON, I WANT HIM TO COME SEE ME AND TELL
ME TO MY FACE. SO THEY CALLED ME FOR A VISIT AND ALL I COULD THINK OF WAS IS THIS MY BROTHER
TO TELL ME OUR MOM IS GONE? I HAD NO WARNING OF THIS VISIT. SO IT TURNED OUT TO BE HIM
AND BABY LUCY. SHE RAN RIGHT UP TO ME AND SAID, UNCLE ROBBY CAN WE PLAY ON THE SLIDING



BOARD? I SAW MY BROTHER SMILE AND I KNEW MOM WAS STILL ALIVE. LUCY IS 4, SUCH AN ADORABLE
EID, SO ENERGETIC. WE GOT TO RUN AROUND & PLAY. I LOVED SEEING THIS LITTLE ONE SMILE, LAUGH
AND HAVE FUN.

I'VE GOTTEN SOME REALLY NICE AND ENCOURAGING COMMENTS FROM GOOD PEOPLE ON THIS BLOG.
I JUST WANT TO SAY THANK YOU. LIFE ISN'T EASY AND SOMETIMES YOU JUST WANT TO GIVE UP. YOU
JUST WANT TO STOP FIGHTING TO DO BETTER., RIGHT NOW IN MY STATE THERE IS LEGISLATION PENDING
FOR PAROLE FOR LIFERS. SOME POLITICIANS SAY THEY WANT US TO SIT IN HERE FOR 50 YEARS BEFORE
BEING ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE. DOESN'T MEAN YOU'D GET IT. AS THE READERS, AS EVERY DAY CITIZENS
OF YOUR STATE, WHAT IS A FAIR PUNISHMENT FOR TAKING A LIFE? IS IT THEIR LIFE? IS IT 15
YEARS? 207 357 507 YOU TELL ME YOUR OPINION. I HAVE SOME STATS. MY STATE IS ONE OF 6 (1
OUTTA 6) THAT DOES NOT ALLOW FOR PAROLE FOR LIFERS. YET 44 OTHER STATES DO. PA STATE BUDGET
FOR THE PRISON SYSTEM (ABOUT 26-28 PRISONS) IS OVER $2 BILLION DOLLARS. AND A HUGE CHUNY
OF THAT IS STAFF OVERTIME. AND LETS BE HONEST, THEY ARE NOTHING MORE THAN AN OVERPRICED
BABY SITTER. THEY ARE NEEDED, BUT MOST OF THEIR JOBS CONSIST OF BABY SITTING.

LETS MOVE ON. I HAVE 2 THINGS I NEED TO TALK ABOUT. I HAVE BEEN FOCIUSING ON DEATH
ALOT LATELY. I LOST MY NOTES ON THIS BUT IF YOU HAVE TIME, PLEASE GDOGLE THIS SHOW, "MY
LAST DAYS" CAME ON THE CW TV NETWORK. THE HOST, JUSTIN BALDONI AND IT WAS AN HOUR LONG
SHOW EACH DAY, SHOWING 2 PEOPLE WHO WERE DYING OF CANCER. A YOUNG WOMAN NAMED XAT LAZO.
TERMINAL STOMACH CANCER. COULDN'T HAVE BEEN OLDER THAN 21. SHE IS FROM LAS VEGAS, NV (WHERE
MY DAUGHTER WAS BORN). KAT WAS AN AMAZING PERSON WHO I THINK IS STILL ALIVE, SHE TOOK HER
CANCER ON HEAD-ON & SHE NEVER LOOKED BACK. TO ENOW YOU HAVE TERMINAL CANCER & TO HAVE THE
SMILE SHE HAD ON HER FACE, THE JOY IN HER EYES, I WAS SO VERY IMPRESSED AT THE STRENGTH
OF THIS YOUNG WOMAN. EVERY NIGHT FOR THE LAST WEEK I HAD TEARS IN MY EYES AS I WATCHED
THIS HEART BREAKING SHOW. SO IF YOU GET BORED & HAVE SOME TIME, LOOK THIS SHOW UP. THERE
WERE MORE AMAZING PEOPLE BUT I ACCIDENTALLY THREW AWAY MY NOTES ON IT.

_ MY OTHER THING WAS I WATCHED ON TV TODAY, I AM A HUGE ANIMAL LOVER., ESPECIALLY PUPPY
DOGS, A YOUNG WOMAN IN ARIZONA, WHITNEY STEELE, SHE HELD A SIT IN. SHE MADE A PLEA FOR
ANYONE ON THE INTERNET WHO WANTED A DOG TO ADOPT A PUP NAMED LANA TN THIS ARIZONA SHELTER.
LANA HAD THE MOST TIME IN THAT SHELTER WITHOUT A HOME. SO WHITNEY VOWED THAT SHE WOULD
SLEEP IN THE CAGE AND LIVE IN IT WITH LANA UNTIL SOMEONE ADOPTED HER. FOR THE NEXT 26 HOURS
WHITNEY SLEPT ON THE FLOOR, WAS FED AND LIVED IN THE CAGE WITH LANA. THEN A WOMAN CAME
TO ADOPT HER AFTER SEEING WHAT WHITNEY PUT ON THE INTERNET. IN THIS COUNTRY, WE KILL OVER
4 MILLION DOGS EACH YEAR BECAUSE THEY HAVE NO HOME. SO INSTEAD OF GOING TO A BRREEDER OR
A STORE, TRY GOING TO AN ANIMAL SHELTER. LET YOURSELF FALL IN LOVE WITH A PUPPY DOG THATS
GOING TO BE KILLED IF NO ONE ADOPTS HIM OR HER. SAVE A DOG % YOU WILL HAVE A LOYAL,

NON-JUDGMENTAL, AND LOVING FRIEND FOR LIFE. IF YOU HAVE THE TIME, MONEY AND ENOUGH SPACE
FOR A DOG, PLEASE GO TO YOUR LOCAL ANIMAL SHELTER % ADOPT. IT'S VERY CHEAP., WELL TIME TO
GO. TAKE CARE, HOLLER BACK & LET ME KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. GOD BLESS, CIAO,



