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SAN QUENTIN NEWS

JUNE-JULY 2022

SanQuentinNe—

California opens first prison facility
specifically for incarcerated military vets

By Anthony Manuel
Caravalho
Staff Writer

California has opened the
nation's first prison yard de-
signed to meet the special
negds of incarcerated veter-
ans.
~Lhe vard and special hous-
ing, opened last year at Sole-
dad Prison, now houses 1,200
vets. The 34 prisons rum by
the California Department of
Corrections and Rehabilita-
tion houses about 7.000 vet-
erans.

Ihe aim of the Soledad
facilify_is to offer programs

designed specifically for vet-

grans’ needs,
“We really prepare people

o get out of here,” said incar-
cerated veteran Mark Wade,
a4 veteran liaison between the
vets group and administration.

Raising and lowering the
flag every day and playing
Reveille in the morning and
Taps in the evening is just the
beginning of the new yard.
The new configuration now
dllows lor camaraderie be-
tween the many incarcerated

T50MS, :
¢ need fot a special facil-
ity can be found n formerly
i 7
incarcerated Marine Corps
veteran Ron Self's experi-
ence. He described how self-
?lE i'EDUEH at San Cuentin
state Prison lacked the empa-
thy needed for veterans.

sell told American Home-
frant reporter Lucy Copp, “I
shared probably my most sig-
nificant traumatic event that
culminated in me putting a

busllat i mas o oy menc haad
who just got blown up with an
RPGT

Lhe _non-veleran groups gt
San Quentin could not gras
the PTSD created when in-
carcerated veterans defended

their country.
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Formerly incarcerated Marine Corps veteran Ron Self, center, cuts the ribbon on California Training
Facility's new veteran's program last year. The program is designed to address the unique needs of
mcarcerated veterans in California’s prison system.

Self immediately realized
there needed to be a yvard just
for veterans — a vard where

.4

“Our goal with the veterans’
facility is to gather incarcer-
ated veterans into one place,”

ac-
complish his new goal, he had
to develop a program to help
veterans.

T'hat program became a re-
ality in 2014 when he formed
the “Veterans Healing Veter-
ans Group.”

After designing the group,
he fimshed serving his sen-
tence for attempted murder
and began lobbying state and
federal officials for a veter-

amo’ ik

Self’s dream became a real-
ity when he attended the cer-
emony last year at Soledad to
cut the ribbon.

Soledad Warden Craig
Koenig told all who attended
the ribbon cutting ceremony,

their specific traumas and
issues could be addressed.
However, before he could

Self's program has many
additional bepefiis™ besides
the thergpeutic remedics. Re-
porter Copp stated “part of
preparing people to get out
is speeding up the process of
connecting the incarcerated
veterans to their VA benefits.”

she cited a scenario where
velerans who seek disability
benefits, These past war he-
roes need a comprehensive
examination that is difficult to
get while incarcerated. Cur-
rently the veterans must wail
amare ba e sesn by proccidere
who have thousands of veter-
ans in their case portfolio.

Veteran Liaison Wade told
Copp, "With a centralized
location now, the VA doesn't
have to travel 1o 34 prisons.
They can come to one,”

|

According to Copp, an im-
proved facility specifically
designed to assist in the trau-
matic disorders of wveterans,
combined with a consolidated
benefit program should help
the incarcerated veterans
transfer back to society in a
smoother fashion.

Prison officials say they
will be tracking the success
of the program while soldiers
like Wade and Self support
their fellow soldiers. Contin-
ued support of these Amer-
icans and the reduction of

recidivism rates will be the
defining test if the new vet- |
orang hub ot Soledad wil] b=
considered a success, |
Copp stated improved ser- |
vices for veterans who live to- |

gether will make it less likely -

they will reoffend, and will !
give the men a second chance
at a dignified life,




