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This is a poem by the Late Great tupac Amaru Shakur,For those who don't know
him he was arap artist that was killed in 1996 .However,it is easy to see the
public personification of this man and villify him.Sometimes a persons
greatest enemy is within theirsélves.Had Tupac,lived he would have been a
dynamic person.
This poem is titled:

SOMETIMES I CRY

SOMETIMES WHEN I'M ALONE

I CRY BECAUSE I'M ON MY OWN

THE TEARS I CRY ARE BITTER AND WARM

THEY FLOW WITH LIFE BUT TAKE NO FORM

I CRY BECAUSE MY HEART IS TORN

AND I FIND IT DIFFICULT TO CARRY ON

IF I HAD AN EAR TO CONFIDE IN

I WOULD CRY AMONG MY TREASURED FRIENDS
BUT WHO DO YOU KNOW THAT STOPS THAT LONG
TO HELP ANOTHER CARRY ON

THE WORLD MOVES FAST AND IT WOULD RATHER PASS YOU BY
THAN TO STOP AND SEE WHAT MAKES YOU CRY
IT'S PAINFUL AND SAD AND SOMETIMES I CRY
AND NO ONE CARES ABOUT WHY.

I CHOSE TO SHARE THAT POEM WITH YOU BECAUSE I¥ IS A PERSONIFICATION OF
ME AND MY LIFE,AND HOW I FEEL SOMETIMES.

AS I HAVE SAID IN MY LAST BLOG,THAT I WILL ATTEMPT TO EXPOUND ON THE RACE
ISSUE THAT PLAGUES US AS A COUNTRY...AND WORLD.I AM BY FAR NO EXPERT,THIS IS
MERELY FROM MY PERSPECTIVE.THOSE THAT ARE BRAVE ENOUGH TO RESPOND PLEASE DO
SO,EVEN IF YOU ARE RACIST,PREJUDICE,A BIGOT-WHATEVER.EVERY BODY OPINION IS

WELCOLM.THE ONLY WAY TO HEAL THIS COUNTRY IS TO OPEN THIS WOUND UP,CLEAN IT,
PUT SOME ANTIBIOTIC OINTMENT ON AND BANDAGE IT UP.WE CAN NO LONGER BE SCARED
TO HAVE THIS TALK,IT IS LONG OVER DO.



BEFORE I BEGIN TWO THINGS TO SPEAK ON: THIS IS TO ZEITLORE,I RECEIVED YOUR
COMMENT AND YOU SAID WHAT AM I MOST PASSIONATE ABOUf!THIS RIGHT HERE.I LOOK
FORWARD TO YOUL NEXT REPLY.

PEACE

NEXT,I WROTE PRESIDENT OBAMA,A LETTER TODAY AND I HAVE ENCLOSED A COPY OF IT
FOR MY BLOG.I WOULD LIKE TO HEAR HOW TO MAKE THE NEXT ONE BETTER AND JUST
YOUR THOUGHTS ON THIS ONE.I HAD SOME STUFF I WANTED HIM TO KNOW.WHETHER HE
WILL EVEN SEE THIS LETTER I HAVE NO CLUE.WITH ALL THE MAIL HE RECEIVES DAILY,
MY LETTER MAY SEEM THAT IMPORTANT,HOWEVER,IT IS WROTE AND I WILL SEND IT OFF.

THE DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE STATES,IN PART...'THAT ALL MEN ARE CREATED
EQUAL' .BUT IN WRITING THIS IMPORTANT DOCUMENT THE FOUNDING FATHERS ASKED,
AFRICAN SLAVES DESERVING OF EQUAL RIGHTS UNDER THIS DOCUMENT.NO ! NO,VWE...
WELL MY ANCESTORS WERE CONSIDERED PROPERTY ONLY.NO MORE VALUABLE THAN A
ANIMAL.

YET,THE FIRST PERSON TO DIE IN THE REVOLUTIONARY WAR WAS OF AFRICAN DESCENT.
EVRYMWAR THAT THIS COUNTRY HAS FOUGHT SINCE AFRICAN-AMERICANS HAVE FOUGHT
AND DIED IN.HOWEVER,AFRICAN-AMERICANS HAVE NOT ALWAYS RECEIVED A THANKS FOR
THEIR SERVICE TO THIS COUNTRY.EVEN AS THEY FOUGHT IN WARS PAST,THEY WERE
DISCRIMINATED AGAINST BY THOSE THEY FOGHT SIDE BY SIDE WITH.

PRESIDENT LINCOLN PROMISED FREED SLAVES 40 ACRES AND A MULE,WHERE IS IT?
THIS COUNTRY HAS COMPENSATED THE JAPANESE FOR WW2,THE NATIVES HAVE CASINOS,
OTHER PEOPLE OF COLOR DONE WRONG BY THIS COUNTRY,HAS BEEN COMPENSATED FOR
THAT WRONG...EXCEPT AFRICAN-AMERICANS,DESCENDANTS OF AFRICAN SLAVES.WHERE IS
DUR REPARATIONS?

WE HAVE BEEN LYNEHED,BE@TING,KILLED,OUR WOMEN RAPED AND ABUSED.SOMETIMES AS
THE MEN IN THEIR FAMILIES HAD TO WATCH.WE LIVE IN IMPOVERISHED COMMUNITIES,
UNEQUIPED SCHOOLS,UNTIL RECENTLY A LACKOF PROPER HEALTH CARE.WE MAKE UP ABOUT
13% OF THE POPULATION IN THIS COUNTRY,YET WE MAKE UP 50-60% OF THE PRISON
POPULATION.DO AFRICAN-AMERICANS COMMIT MORE CRIMES,THE STUDY SAYS NO,BUT WE
RECEIVE THE MOST TIME.SOMEONE THAT IS WHITE CAN COMMIT THE SAME CRIME,HAVE A
WORSE CRIMINAL BACKGROUND,YET WILL RECEIVE LESS TIME THAN SOMEONE OF COLOR.
WHERE IS OUR REPARATIONS?REPARATIONS ARE DUE,RIGHT?



UNTIL 2008 ,WHEN PRESIDENT OBAMA,WAS ELECTED PRESIDENT FOR MOST AFRICAN-
AMERICANS,ALL OUR FAULTS FELL TO THE WHITE RACE RIGHT?0R AM I PASSING THE SIN
OF THE FATHER ON TO THE SON?IS IT FAIR? BUT,HELL WHO WANTS TO BE FAIR,WE JUST
WANTED SOMEONE TO BLAME.FOR ALL OF THE TIMES WE WERE CALLED NIGGER,AND ABUSED
CAN WE NOW CALL YOU HONKY-CRACKER AND DEMAND OUR REPARATIONS?DOES TWO WRONGS
MAKE IT RIGHT OR FORGET RIGHT,HOW ABOUT JUST EVEN.

WITH ALL THAT WE AS AFRICAN-AMERICANS,FROM DESCENDANTS OF SLAVE HAVE FACED IN
THIS COUNTRY,WE ARE LOYAL TO IT.EVEN WHEN IT WASN'T LOYAL TO US AND SOMETIMES
IT STILL ISN'T.SO WHAT GIVES YOU THE RIGHT TO HATE ME?HATE ME BECAUSE I AM
DIFFENT FROM YOU,BECAUSE MY SKIN IS DARK,BUT YOU SPEND MILLIONS A YR.TO GET

A TAN.SO ARE YOU JEALOUS OF ME? DO YOU COVERT WHAT IS MINE?HOW CAN YOU SEE
ME,NOT EVEN KNOW ME,YET HATE ME?

DO WE AS AFRICAN-AMERICANS HAVE THE RIGHT TO WANT ANSWERS TO THESE CENTURY
OLD QUESTIONS?IF WE DON'T HATE YOU FOR THESE CENTURY OLD ATROCITIES,THEN HOW
CAN YOU NOT LET IT GO ,IF WE CAN?

WHEN DOES THE HEALING START?YES GREAT CHANGES HAVE BEEN MADE.ALL YOU HAVE TO
DO TO KNOW IS LOOK TO 1600 PENNSYLVANIA AVE.,BUT MORE NEEDS TO BE DONE.YOU
HAVE POLITICAL ANALYSE SAYING THERE NEEDS TO BE A DISCUSSION,THE PRESIDENT,
CHRISTIAN,MUSLIM AND CATHOLIC SCHOLARS SAYING THERE NEEDS TO BE A DISCUSSION.
HOWEVER, NOBODY WILL STAND UP.

WHAT TYPE OF WORLD DO WE WANT TO LEAVE FOR OUR CHILDERN?A WORLD WHERE YOU ARE
DEFINEED BY THE COLOR OF YOUR SKIN, YOUR RELIGION,ETHNIC GROUP,ETC OR BY THE
CONTENTS OF YOUR CHARACTER.

I USUALLY THINK REALLY HARD ABOUT WHAT I PLAN TO WRITE,BUT WITH THESE I AM
JUST FREE STYLING,BECAUSE IT IS HARD TALKING ABOUT SOMETHING SO PAINFUL.IT'S
LIKE IF YOU THINK ABOUT IT YOU MAY JUST SAY FORGET IT,WHY BOTHER,BUT SOMEONE
HAS TO OPEN THAT WOUND UP SO THAT IT CAN HEAL PROPERLY.

I REMEMBER THE FIRST TIME I WAS CALL ED A NIGGER.IT HAD A DEVASTATING AFFECT
ON ME.I WAS 17 YRS. OLD,IN PRISON.A GUARD CALLED ME A STUPID NIGGER,I WAS

HURT AND VERY aycoy



I WAS IN SEGREGATION AT THE TIME,IF NOT I THINK I WOULD HAVE TRIED TO HURT
HIM.I GROW UP IN THE INNER CITY AROUND PREDOMINATELY AFRICAN-AMERICAN
COMMUNITY AND MY MAMA NEVER EXPLIANED THE RACE ISSUE TO ME.I KNOW THAT PEOPLE
SKIN COLORS WERE LIGHTER OR DARKER THAN OTHERS,BUT IT WASN'T UNTIL PRISON
WHEN I WOULD START TO READ HISTORY BOOKS THE TRUE MEANING OF MY DARK SKIN.

I AM NOT CLOSE WITH MY FAMILY,MY FAMILY NOW IS SANDRA AND PEG(WHICH I WILL TELL
YOU ALL ABOUT LATER),BUT MY FAMILY IS A MIXTURE OF SERVERAL DIFFERENT
NATIONALITIES.I NEVER KNEW THAT MY WHITE COUSIN WAS DIFFERENRT THAN ME, SHE

WAS JUST MY COUSIN.

HOW CAN SOMEONE TEACH THEIR KIDS TO HATE SOMEONE BECAUSE OF THE COLOR OF
THEIR SKIN?I AM SO GLAD THAT MY MAMA WASN'T IGNORANT LIKE THAT.BE CAUSE THAT
IS AL, IT IS,IS IGNORANCE.

PEOPLE HAVE TO START LOOKING PAST SKIN,RELIGION AND ALL THAT OTHER STUPID
STUFF BY WHICH THEY USE TO JUDGE SOMEONE.JUDGE PEOPLE BY THE PERSON THEY ARE
WITHIN.

AND WE AS AFRICAN-AMERICANS SHOULD NOT WON'T REPARATIONS,JUST EQALITY.TO BE
CONSIDERED 1st CLASS CITIZENS AND NOT MINORITIES.THERE ISN'T ANYTHING WE CAN'T
DO NOW,WHEN A MOTHER TELLS HER SON HE CAN BE WHATEVER HE WANT-EVEN PRESIDENT,
WE KNOW SHE ISN'T LYING TO HIM NOW.THE SKY IS THE LIMIT.WE AS AFRICAN-AMERICANS
HAVE TO BELIEVE IN OURSELVES,LOVE OURSELVES AND RESPECT OURSELVES.

PRESIDENT OBAMA,HAS SHATTERED THAT GLASS CEILING NOW IT IS JUST UP TO US WHAT
WE CHOOSE TO DO WITH THIS OPPORTUNITY. “

IT WOULD BE SO EASY TO HATE SOMEONE FOR THE COLOR OF THEIR SKIN,BUT YOU LIMIT
YOURSELF TO A CERTAIN GEOGRAPHICAL AREA,WHEN THEIR IS A WHOLE WORLD OUT THERE
TO EXPLORE.

GOD MADE US DIFFERENT,NOT HATE ,BUT SO THAT WE WOULD NEVER GET BORED.NO MATTER
WHERE YOU GO THER IS SOMETHING NEW TO LEARN...FROM FOOD,MUSIC,CULTURE,RELIGION
AND HISTORY.HOW CAN YOU BE BORE WITH THE WORLD AS YOUR OSTER?THAT IS WHY GOD
MADE US DIFFERENT.THIS HATRED IS MAN MADE AND IT DOES NOT SIT WELL WITH GOD.



I TOLD YOU ALL ABOUT SANDRA,IN MY LAST BLOG.SHE IS LIKE THAT MOTHER FIGURE I
HAVE MISSED SINCE MY MAMA PASSED,BUT PEG IS MY DEAREST FRIEND ALSO.IT IS
THRU HER THAT I AM ABLE TO WRITE AND SHARE MY SELF WITH YOU.

PEG,IS AN PRISON ACTIVIST.SHE FIGHTS HARD ON A DAILY BASIS FOR PRISONER'S
RIGHTS,AS WELL AS TO BETTER THE PRISON SYSTEMS.SHE COULD USE HELP IN THIS
CAUSE, SO ANYONE WHO WOULD LIKE TO HELP LOG ON TO :www.friendsofprisoners.org.

WHEN I THINK OF THESE TWO WOMEN I DON'T THINK ABOUT SKIN,I JUST KNOW THAT I
LOVE THEM BOTH.FOR ALL THAT THEY DO FOR ME.THEY KEEP ME FOCUSED AND MY
RELATIONSHIP WITH EACH WOMAN IS TOTALLY DIIFERENT,BUT EQAULLY AS BEAUTIFUL.

WELL,T DON'T KNOW IF I'VE MADE ANY SENSE IN THIS BLOG,LIKE I SAID I JUST
WROTE.IF I WOULD HAVE THOUGHT ABOUT IT I WOULD NOT BE SENDING IT OUT.AGAIN
ALL COMMENTS ARE WELCOLM,NO MATTER WHETHER YOU AGREE OR DISAGREE WITH ME.

ALSO,I DO NOT USUALLY USE WORDS LIKE THE ONES I USED IN THIS BLOG,BUT I DID
NOT WANT TO SUGERCOAT ANYTHING.IF WE ARE GOING TO HAVE THE CONVERSATION THEN
LETS HAVE IT...NO HOLDS BAR.

I ENJOY BLOGGING AND FOR THOSE FEW PEOPLE THAT FOLLOW MY BLOG,THANK YOU .
THANK YOU FOR HEREING MY VOICE AND LISTENING AND ALLOWING ME TO EXPRESS MY-
SELF.BEHIND THESE WALLS OUR VOICES ARE SILIENCED SO EASILY,BUT THRU MY BLOG
THE WORLD IS MINE!SMILE.

WELL,I'VE SAID ENOUGH FOR NOW AND I HOPE THAT YOU CAN TAKE SOMETHING FROM
WHAT I SAID AND I HOPE TO HEAR FROM YOU,I AM OPEN-MINDED TO ALL OPINION.I

DO THIS TO LEARN FROM YOU AND TO HELP BETTER MYSELF.

RESPECTFULLY,

TEZE



SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 20,2010

Mr.Marteze Harris #161543
WAUPUN CORRECTIONAL INSTITUTION
POST OFFICE BOX 351

WAUPUN, WISCONSIN 53963

MR.BARACK OBAMA
PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
WASHINGTON, DC

Dear Mr. President:

I am a prisoner serving time for armed robery,in which people died.I am not
writing you for any favors and I know as a priosner,our voices are pretty
much silienced.However,I choose not to satay or be silient!

President Obama,I have followed you since you first announced that you were
running for president.I have not always agreed with every decision you've
made as president Sir.but I respect you.I watched November 02,2008,when you
won the election,and I am secure enough in my manhood to say that I cried
like baby when you won.Not just for you,but the country,for evevry american
that voted for change and for african-americans(present and past)who thought
that this day would never come.But most importantly for my mama,who did not
live long enough to see it.She would have been your biggest fan.

I have no idea if you will even see this letter,with all the mail you receive
daily.Maybe oneday you will have the chance to read these words.

Mr. President,you have more people in this country that love you rather than
hate you,or that want to see you fail but you are not doing what you did to
get elected.The people love you but you don't talk from the heart like you
did on the campaign trail.

President Obama,speak to the people like you did when you gave the speech on
race.That was a make or break situation and you handled it.You won over so
many people and you made them love you,I know that if you made it over that
that you would be president.I know that you are president now and the office
of the President is totally different from just running for president.But
don't change who you are...JUST BE YOU!

The republicans will never compromise,they want to see you fail.They have
gambled on holding up your agenda,no matter how decent the bill is.They want
you to fail for a number of reasons,let them tell it you weren't born here,
Or you are not american enough...GO FIGURE.

You have to talk to the people and be honest and staight with them.When you
gave the speech on race,you weren't being presidential,you were just being
you.AND THE WORLD TOOK NOTICE.

Like when the republicans criticized you for not having gone over seas much
in your time in public office.No presidential candidate had ever done what
you did.The republicans thought your trip would be a failure,but it was a

SUccess ’ . ;
-Then the republicans cried foul for you going over seas,when they
basically dared you to.



We believe in you,but you have to communicate better.Stop leaving what you
have to and need to say to the people to others.The people want to hear from
you.You are the President and the greatest champion the democrats have...
utilize that!Do not bow down down to the republicans,they tried to demonize
you this passed elections and in a way they succeeded.Not because the people
believe the republicans are better at running the country,but the people's
champion has reached the 12th round and it seems like you are taking a dive.

I know that is not the case.You went to Wwashington,with the hopes and
aspirations of a bipartisan government.That will never happened!Just like
when you addressed the joint session of congress and rep.Wilson,called you a
lie.That is not respect and that is cool,but as president,you can not bow
down .You are the most powerful person on the planet,make THAT mean something
not just to your enemies abroad,but those right here in this country, too.

When it's all said and done the people will follow you 'If you lead them and
all you need to do is be you,be straight up with the people.In order to do
that you have to seem less presidential and more Barack'.

Push your agenda on the 112th congress,make the party of NO,stay the party
'NO'.Don't back down and make people understand your agenda.No one can do
that better than you.

If as a prisoner I believe in you,then all those people that voted for still
believe.They just want...no need you to be you.Honest and concise.Villianize
the republicans like they do you...JUST TELL THE TRUTH!

Most bullies will kick you when you are down,like cowards and as sure as you
can be the republicans are drawning back their feet to kick you.You have to
be prepared to kick back and tough enough to with stand everything they
throw your way.

I wish you much success Mr.President,for you and the country,and may GOD
bless you and your family.

Respectgully,

: ,/,w £4 5//; /K}@,ﬁ_

Marteze Harris



