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Alﬂ(\ouq\w ﬂteb;, Pv?so‘nere, [)r?sw:wr'\crm’t‘sf or ofhers concerned with +he
woller are Consctougk_\j awore of it the dralectic +hat eolocs ever
p\’\ﬂoeoﬁ:hj regarding the treatwment of convicts s 4hat of freecdom
verses sloyery: one 5 either, more oc less, a ?\‘“o?oﬂewi' of Frecdom or
Slovery. At the extremes opne stde believes that freedom s a wvirtue
while slovery ¢ obscene, while the other side beliexes that slavery s
a vickue ond freedom obscene, although the words slavery and Freedom
oy be replaced with 4ynonyng such as paterotism and fn&‘r‘\n‘o)u&“"[“j.

These intecested in improving or eliminating prison cond itrons
should be owore of thix advalectic and analyze both where %ej and
+h0§€ 1"h\93 engoage with on the {-ofrc_ oxe Pos:-}-;‘anecl on this e;ped'fum-
One mfg"n+ be on the Poliﬁcaﬂ_\j Left on Arght and  be either foe or
ogainst slavery.

Py course of conduck s morally validatable | even Hitler and 4talin
hod Jus:}‘m‘F{CaHons for their okrocities. A fathee who beats his
ch:\&rexr\ 0\\?\3 wi{\e Con vae Yo 0 reason -For w\nj he &oes 0.
Being walidatable 5 not the same as being valid: Seekers of fruth
will insist on the most morally Volidatable position, meaning the

———

most honest the most productive, ond the least hurtful position.

In regards fo the freedom-verses— glovery adialectic, freedom is the
more morolly justifiable position, as 'l eyplan,

Being o successtul  slavemaster reguires ome to be Aishonest
towords, be exploitive of, ond mentally, spiritually, ond even physi-
Co\'\j \'\mﬂﬂf(o‘: Yreir slaves in ocdec to \Leee them in Fheir oPPregseo\i
delum anized  stote. Thus a slacemastee must zee the slave as less
than humon, less than them® wocthy of the degroded, undignified
ttate m{:\id'eé on them . Ewnslaving others requices Con'}'emp{— for if
not  Full=Ylown aggv ession bowords the enslaved. 7o be & bystonder +o
Slovery Yeguires o Gmﬁ?a‘t i+ not comple’re ao\o?‘\'?or\ o these c(@ar'\j
omoral beltefs and Fackics which o slave owner or bystander of

> This s a veason @ng[a\:emeﬁ oIC Africans was 50 Proi?ﬁc: it was
easy to see them 45 less than Numan by non~ Afcican ownecs. T+ may
be and Pro'\m\:\a is U\}\'\B prisoners are 5ha‘ol>:‘|j i fFoemed, given numbers
ond referced o as "offenders" and “inmates.”
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blinds Yhemseleves o \oy fjm-l-'h‘ng thete own interests fiesh

To re_jecjr 6la\ter'\j ond Promo‘l't ’erBAom, a person must be éellc-
condi dent, reepecﬂcul of ofhers, tolerant, take respons;‘bs‘h‘@ Lor gupply-—
Tng theie own Needs and wants. Such a pecson must be honest Pa,\v'
generous, ond work havd. Cleorl_zj Hrese values are PV@‘Ferablc 1o
those that must be ao\op+ed \o'\j o proponeat or bystander ol slavery.

"Then why, " you might ask, s slavery ™ the form of prisons <o
?o?q\ar ‘N Ame\rtca?“

From o philogophical/ethical point of view, the answee 15 that, Adue
to ‘Pﬂ? desices of some for o C_tb'gﬁ.}-\ ov Casy this or '|'hat+, or 'For power,
oc for some other selfich Yoo 500N, \if’rlei +?Q_Lj excuses have been made
\M nany tndividuals Yo Yolerate o little bt of éla\fet’gi whickh
(o\\ec-'\-‘)\re\xj 6adds we to the U.ﬁ\gﬁ lot of slovery Knewn os the pr tson-
industeial complex.

"You're onver\ooking e fact that ﬁ:r[‘soners hoxve committed ceimes,
ijOU\ ﬁaﬂ?

No. T'en not £irst Most prisoners have commited ceimes. Some |
pechaps o lot | wece set up, framed, or ofherwise ore wrongfully in
?m‘s{m. PoSs.‘bhj g_‘;L prisoners oare e\;ceesa‘\re’w sentenced —r.e., the
sentence they received and the conditions they experience, in their
totality, are foc ta excess of the Novms caused by their crime. Nor
does punishing o criminoal heal the victims of their evimes.

“ell, the 13th Amendment permits slavery as a punishment foc cvime

(ocrect ¥ — in the rare case — a criminal has been * Au\j convicted,”
that s legelly  and properly convicted. The Majori+j of prisoners were
walked into gquick and questionable plea bargains by overworked pablic-
defender offornies oc otherwise denved a fair and legal disposition
of Hheir cases. On ‘f'op of thaty the 8th Amendment Pro\ﬁibi\‘;‘j cruel and
wnnsual punishment, Inc\uéi‘ng o sentence +hat ;¢ .;}rgproPowl‘r‘ona'I‘e +o
the crime. T've yet fo meet anyone in prrson who's in there foc kid-
Nageing someone, putting them in theic basement, and degrading them
N onumerous ways for years. But that ¢ what everyone sentenced o
bo'r?son Q}cpern‘enCE’&

Is it proportionate tv sentence a car thlef +o years of dehuman-
,-‘zo'HOV\_? bu“’m'f‘ dbou‘} o }JU\rj[at‘?

=t judged by the +otal amount of poin, misery, ond tecesc exper-
enced, it's rorely going o be ?rop0r+¢onai~e To subject a murderer
to \engthy imprisonment. Once someone i dead, they feel no pain (oc
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P\Qaeureﬁ, A TﬂLhTAEfEf“ {:Eﬂ‘l‘ﬁﬂced +D \IFE, ]C.::u:eﬁ O \?'F'Eh‘me .r_;-‘F Aeﬂrm—~
dation, which Covses wore uer Phan o swifd execution. T tntend
to neither equate murder with euthanasta noe o promote death,
bud 50y this Yo reveal the irvationality of &eﬁra&inﬁ convicts.
Further, feom My 0\35&1“4&"‘?5“5, i+ s true for the Vﬂﬁljfﬂf‘;b e 2
prisoners that ‘H’]‘EH cavne From obusive o at least Nnegle c+ful Families.
buch s my own (ase, in +the extreme. PE.::PIE like us were rarsed
nomisery and hopelessness ond the prison system happily continues
the wmistreatment, T his, at best, folecation of +Fhe degraded Fates of
what has come to be millions of Americans is also an offense +o
common Pri‘ﬁctF\EQ c:-]c Tﬂoraﬂfgh But what 7 evenn More Mmoral %
+hodt peisonerats,  who must realize what s happening, coolly contrnue

HW*E PrmEsﬁ, Misusing tHheir &u*har?fy +o AEHH rother than faclifate
development ot Prisoners i nto LDmP\H-E homans.




