May 10, 2011

Befween the Baxns

New Writer Registration
P.0. Box 425103
Cambridge, MA 02142

To AL Concenned:

My name £s John Feroli, I'm 56 yeans old, single, Italian and
staunchly heterosexual. (pictured with my mom at 0CCC Last yeanr)
I've been in prison since October 11, 1984 and continue fo see my
family weekly while maintaining strong ties to outside §riends and
the community.

I was sentenced to serve two consecutive finst degree Life sen-
tences for joinit venture/felony murder for my alleged participation
in a double homicide that occurred on October §, 1984 in the Manu-
met section of PLymouth, MA. I have a bonafide and "factual clLaim
of actual innocence," which is curnently being reviewed by the
"Innocence Program," a nelatively new branch of the CommiZtee fon
Pubfic Counsel Services, (CPCS), and I have volunteered to submit
to a polygraph. More on COM. V. FEROLI Latenx.

For now, and pretty much from now on, this bLog is dedicated %o
"the othen side of Zhe story." Ever since we were kids we were all
told by ocun parents, our teachens, our clergy, the police and zhe
criminal justice system that "there are two sides to every story."
Yet, when it comes to the so-called "correction" department, the
only sdide of the story that anyone hears comes §rom the prison of-
gicials. So, every report and arnticle contained in this blog will
be maternial that Zhe DOC doesn't want anyone to know about. But, I
can assure all concerned that every wond will be 100% accurate and
thuthful.

AT the outsei I want fo make it perfectly clear that the oven-
whelming mafornity of men and women working within this prison in-
dusiny azre good and decent and honorable people jusit doing a fob
Lo suppori theirn families. Unfortunately, Like all other walks of
Life there are cancers that contaminate zthe healthy. And these
cancens are Zhe ones responsible for making the prisons and the
community unsage for everyone. The cancerns are the ones 1'22 be
writing about.

For me £1's veny simple. The tax payers of the Commonwealth of
Massachusetis entrusted the Depantment of Cornection with more than
a half§ a billion dollars of thein hard-earned money to nehabilitate,
correet and prepare offendens for nelease. Instead, they torture,
demean, abuse, exploif and enrage. Then after decades of treating
humans Like animals, they nelease a Dominic Cinelfi, orn a Buichie
Cornliss, orn a Gernald HiLL,... on an unsuspecting society. My blog
48 a glimpse at why men Leave prisons more violent than when they
entered, why they can't make it on the outside, and why they'd na-
then die in a shoot-out with cops Zhan retuirn.
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Aftern my arrnest I was held at the PLymouth County Jail for ithe
next 20 months fLocked in a é by 9 foot cell forn 23 hours a day. I
was fed in my cell with meals delivered in styrofoam food trays,
and before Long 1 nealized that I could use this styrofoam maternial
to build things. 1 starnted by making towelf nacks and small end %ta-
bles fon my cell. Then I began building dolf houses and miniture
furniture. And that's how I passed Zhe time.

When I was transferred £o MCI Norfolk I was the Chairman of Zhe
Loy program there, which was an entify of the Lifer's Group. We
worked yean nound making wooden foys for mentally and physically
handicapped kids who were confined in area hospitals. Some of Zhe
kids had no family, and would have had no foys for Chrisimas Lif
not gforn the Nornfolk Lifer's Group. Besdides the thousands of toys
that were made, the program also raised and donated over $12,000.
to vanious charities and necedlved an Official Citation from Zthe U.S.
Senate. Then the Norfolk Administration implLemented a strnict fool-
control policy. The work shop was closed and the fools confiscated.

In Aprnil of 2000 I was sent to the maximum security prison 4in
Shinley, MA. where 1 starnted using styrofoam trays again, Zthis Zime
to make Catholic and Celiic crosses and picture frames. Because the
Souza-Baranowski prison 4is Locked down 20 houns a day, again L1 was
consdiderned a positive and constructive way Lo pass the time. Aften
two yeans therne 1 was retunned fo the 0£d Colony prison in Baidge-
water, MA. and immediately starnted working with food trays making

‘monre crosses to send home for Christmas. That's when I found a 200

pound cancerous Lump on my back, and his name was Capfain Paul A.
Gordon, Jn. A podisonous coward and bully, Paul Gordon and othens
Like him are the reason I felt the need to write the folLowing an-
ticle. It 4is these few hateful and meanspirited men who are creat-
ing a vdiolenit and dangerous undernclass inside prisons, and releas-
ing Zhem on an unsuspecting society.

Please nead the enclosed report on the History of the Massachu-
setts Advisory Council on Corrnecition by CIPC infenn Patrnicia Vincent,
as well as the many oithen neponts, documents and articles that 1
will be posting and writing to explain how offenders are treated and
what neally happens inside Massachusetis prisons priorn to nelease.
And 1 promise you will begin to undenstand why offendens are Leaving
prisons angry and tragically unprepared.

The enclosed photos of the Catholic and Celitic crosses are made
entirely from styrofoam food trays/goamboard, and colored with a
mixture of Columbian coffee and creamer. I use the razors from Bic
shavens to carve and design. And because of my cragt, I've been Ls-
sued 19 disciplinary nepornits and sent 2o the hole 3 times Lin 2% ynrs.

Very TrhuZy Yours, .
o ‘f«afij%"' ~ g h

[

“John Feroli, W-42512
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