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In the mormm} o?ﬁ ‘ma-ﬁ B\B'H\[ 20086 T was bin_é_s_—g_ﬁ eS(or'f‘Ecl
‘09 two  (orrectional Officers (€0.9) to My prisen's outdoor exercise
Leninels. Mu Nonds weve cuffed behind my bael and my Feet were
shoclled. T shuffled down the hallway, trying to tear as litte skin
"From aroungd ™M o\\rea@—scgrreé onlbles o Fossib\e. Once we were
outsioe, the (.b.s cuffed me +o the execcise cage’s aoor, as 1'%
cequiced. T kneeled down, as 75 veguired, so they could ondo my
shackles without seeming fo bow fo me. Then T stepped inside the
cage, bent Foreword, while 57“&&{1’13 My hands out of the hole in
the coage's Qoo 4o they could unenf me,

When $he cuffe come off T Paced arounad n My New ond
slightly \orger cage for o few minutes, ¢tretihing My mind More
Pran grxeccising my bua_\j-

Tn order fo do knuce pushues withowt shredding My skin
on the coge’s brushed (oncrefe {:\oorr i Puﬂea off My \i\aze—Orange
i For Q\WFH‘[ foded - wp, ond latd + on Hhe 3\’0\.1“3 — 1% a
Prfson vitwal T Perfccw\ 0% Tn‘l‘eﬂﬁwela 65 0 SonuC Q) &re.s«;.;‘nj
foc botle. To get my blocd Jrl'ouu;‘ng, T 4id o Few sets of Pushu.ps
and Wos n The middle ok My hird et when T noticed o friend
called (rocker being bvought out and put Tn the cage next To
Wine. Aftec the (6.5 uncufed him, We worked out {JMGA,
chatted  obout common terests, and edmired the awezome
Nlew We \ﬂa& elc%e \aluﬂjs bara\er?ng guc U\\n@r-mo\x Pr?sa:ﬂ.

Despite the stinke of +he dumpsters next tv oue cages, the
view we hod of the Wuffs was so... rimingd +het © feaced the
(0.6 woeuld Fad some way to take it away, to Corcect i+, put an
e\r\r} "}‘o My \N.‘e{. br- weell-lj esc‘aftﬂa&s. T heir memo _jush‘:t'ﬁing
Deing 4o would ifkeb say, "“You are in prison, angd the view bemq
affocded You ts all that's requ?rea bj Hhe sdministrative Ca'A?,“
+he Usunal j‘wHﬁ‘ca—Hon g?\zen foc 39!:3.‘119 us 5ome+h3nﬂ, T hrs ﬁsar
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W os 'uJ-hj I Wwas aml oH‘en oM . Ny NDug u)ber\ .9"""]5 +o and Fram
outside vec. T look down ond frowa when the guards ave around,
Y\O‘i' UJM\J\‘Tncg "H’lem to (‘@0”1& ‘ﬂou.: n’h,\cL\ Fum i have brea'ﬂw‘ﬂg n
the P:‘i’a?-m’\é*eaﬁ’h—5(€ni'e& oic that vells frem the “ree - conered
Plofs — when e wind blows towards and not from +he dumpsters —
that £l the horizon, while = basked in the iow——\gmg' brassy

son Yoot wWoy phe A \f‘ﬂ'ﬁ sbin Yhose spring mornings.

Foc o while, Qesg)%e the fences éurrouﬂﬁ?ng i Lome o1 Whith
We weve assured would electrocute to death anyone who touched
f‘\'); I wos free. Tn wintec i+'% harder, yet exen then T can
Fempororily escape This madhouse.

‘ﬂqa-}- Aaj out there with C(racker + was s0 warm Phat = Fook
off My brown pvisen-issued socks, folded each o couple +imes, then
set Hhem oo fop of My airea&j—lco\éveé waifocm top. The socks weve
oYouk 4w )EEE"r O\Par‘\’ and  woulo give My bauckles some extra
coshioning while bestowing on my ffs\n—\oe‘u\j pole, zch‘pper-—lfke feet
0 Core opporfunity to feel e sun. foth my knuckles and 5de shoul
bob-~s12ed Feet would be nappy.

T A7) onother set of pashups, paced for o minute, chafted with
(rockec, then went to do some more pushups.

No !

No Puéhupﬁ 0r4 I do wes owmies. Tnstead T watched as a fat-
rumped brown spider scurcied wp and onfo my cock.

Hey, (eockec ' T hollered. “Checl out Hhis brg-assed spoder sifhin’
on my sockt” X

“’f/ha{"ﬁ O 1[0‘1' one alvrgh']'. What'ee Yeu gonna do o it7

“Keep 4, of course. Can't think of o better )oe+ for a supercriminal
b hove than o 5()-‘5\?‘?!“

We Yhen had a long conversotion about Pre Navtous pets we
y’-\w'ew o'i'\’ler an‘sonefs h&é or tried ‘l‘c 89‘1‘ a\w\& 016 L\)h}{t N Pv—?-son»
For examéke, (rackec fld me about when he tsos ™n Hne Bocine
(orcectional Toshttutrion (Pn.(-‘.t) anad Aried h \:uﬁ another
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pyisoneris pet \(rog. At ficsh e guy Wos willing Fo sell i4; bt

ot the last minute, e veneqed, claiming that the frog had escaped.
Con'+ blome ¥he gy — prisoNn’s o lonely ?\ace, wheve the wise
hoard what \owe they find.

T+ wouldn'+ be +he First ,oe{- spraer IT'd owned. Bock in 03,
when T was af Ye Olde Nufte House, T hod a pe+ spider too. T
Kep¥ hec in a Cup ond fed hee all +he 'm@ﬂres she could suck
&ij — T kney she was o she becanse she ate a [oF and had a fot
bok, which females of spider species need moce thon zmaller males, fo
create the'r eggs. T A‘gurec\ +'d gine the Freudian F's there some-
\’\m‘f\g to analyze. The irenic eup\nems‘sm Bs‘5 Beother gone to that
|i’\a(e vas H’]E Wisconsin Pwsource Centec (LU.RGC‘., iconic 95\f£"ﬂ that one
pexson Nong himself o death (‘H’\'E'j moke i+ easier there (of all
P\aceg!)%ﬁan mnj Fr;‘son I'Ne eyec been in, '\’10‘\:.‘1\ vents in the
Ce%\‘\ng, right obove where the edge of +he bed dvo ps oﬁc>{ ancther
quy Pu\\ea Wis Fingers ofF ontil he ron oot of ptﬂqefs to gvrip
with (acwr&?ne 5 o ?55&\ nurse there, the repafe wasn't neat | mfgi'n“\te
mizatched some 1E7r15efs> ond died after they were reatfached; +he
lost cosmalty that occurred while £ was ot W.RL wes a released
Pf?wner/Pair;emL who was Found on the bus Faking him home with
all of his Morphine Pah:hﬁ Flad"e\red P his ]Joa\a. Many more pw‘somer/!vaﬂeﬂ'\";-
sliced themselues open, tried h }\nﬂ_ﬁ ‘]’heﬂ%e\\iesf +foc attacked other
prisoner/patrents &foc staff while = was there. The resouvces put inh
Haak P\oca were so \ockmg ‘H’I&JV, Q‘H'er M+ was Ae@med ﬂewssarj lﬁor
me to be there, T had fo weit sevecal months for o bed to be open;
those fhere weve prematurely vushed out, psychoses  Tntact to
Moke room Jee Yhe \onj liet  of other crazies w&EWL?ﬂg to see the
Woizard.

Let i+ soffice +o say that my stay of W.R.C did not end well,
UJ\“n‘t'lﬁ was ognd 5 a ‘uummEfi becauée i+ meant Comn‘n_g }mclc- -l’)ere
to the wisconsin Secure frogram Cacility (LU.&.P.F.). Here at Ww.s.RE,
I was and oam oaly alowed outscde rec. twice a week, foc F&



When = Was o Spider's God -G o1 9
Nate A_ Lindell

minotes of a time. AF WRC, T could spend +en hours o o‘&j outside,
in o rec. yard with thick gvass, populated by all the nocwal bugs
ond ofher cvitrere. Here at V.5.P.F, on exterminator hoses down
the enkive joint with some cChemical thar snuffs every bug that
comes ¢lose Jro ﬂ’le rolace. Feeg\iﬂﬁ 'H’\e ﬂ%\ch b;‘%er 5631‘&8'{‘ -f’lﬂa-} e
nfended o capture Lsould be a problem.

Buk my curiosity dectded the moftec & wonted to examine ifs
Itcmgé, see how big they weve. 4o, = Yook the sock that the s e - Jollar -
512¢d Vyrowan sprder wasn't Yiunched on (T'd live %o think thet the
spa‘ber was on My sock \Jocauge the sock come From my foot — T 'm
despevore o be wanted, ond heve been to the nut .houseg, Made i+
into 0 Linda cup, then dropped thok cup over LV Browaie (yep,
olveady nomed her) T used the arm of my ép@c+acles to nudge her
ue nside the sock (op ond folded its opening closed . Lil' Brownie
wos secoced (T hate Lsing hat werd! £+ o cop wowé‘) betnind
two \oyers of ok moatecial.

When vec. ended and Yhe (0.5 came to bring me back to my
bankec, they osked we where my Missing sock was.

"THs wet, s0 T got i+ in my wastband," z told them, though i+
Was o sunny ddy and the ‘crete wos bone dvy. That wasn't the ferst
lome \ine 4 yan \93 o guard,

Th\ey saw the op of e sock sticking From My warstband and
Lnow T wos o liftle of (o éj(‘ra‘ngen'es’; Fomiliar ot ‘Uo.é.P‘F.), 50 f‘ney
sontled ot each in their F\aﬁ—a\onﬂ—w;‘ﬁr\—‘fhe—cmzy way and didn'
inquire Furthee Once cuffed and ghackled, +hey escocted wne back +o
my Crypt... while o large sprder bounced agaiast... £'m ballsy like
Thoat!

Once they had me tnside, the guards Told me that £ was scheduled
Yo use the law computer immediately. Frrsh, = $old them, = npeeded
Yo vse the bathroom. They agreed + let me do s0.

For my spider ¢muggling to succeed, T had fo ot quickly, T
5\(9‘0\)9&\ o prece of the $resvie pager +hat covers the rolls of Foiled paper
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We were given ond Made i+ into o -ﬁxnﬂel. Then T shook Lil' Brownie
rate Hhe ﬁmne’\ ond  cruwpled/ Loided i+ closed. There was no woy euf
of my \nas‘rﬂlj n‘m?rowrsec\ yet ingenious (age.
T should let you Erow, T am o peisoner with o Formidable
Mmind ond Nove o\ways been Known Lor my intelligence.
i} )rof)pec\ the crum pled wod of +issue poper on the Flooc next
to my toilet and called for the guards to escoct me to the law libravy.
T5 minutes later, \’\a\u‘ng Comp\e"rea\ My legal veseavch, T was
brovght Yock to wmy box. The fiest thing T 474 was pick up the wad
of Fissue paper and peek inside to see +he spide. But che was _90()6!
I ain't gonna lie ©o ya, my Maniacal self wos pervous. T thought
that the thing was a porsencus brown recluse spider, a spider whose
bite coused the skin to ot away.
Although T'm o acachniphobe, the situation was o ininor matfer,
T was locked tn o &'-by-1I" cell with o big~assed (her abdomen was

05 ‘ofg as fhe %‘p olc My pi‘nkre), PDI\QOﬂOuf' éfn‘AEf‘l AMJ éhe Wwa s Q—Ln‘ck;

[(ked to jump around oo !

T felt ke T was in a really bad hocror wovie, sc that karma
was Fixin' o get we for all the wreng T Jone.

At the £ime T was on Alpha unit, where we're not allowed to
hove o T\, Pho%oa, o pevsonal f)ubh‘cm‘;‘oﬂs, Under standably, guys get
Dored Fhere. %o I became a cele-brf%y_ when T fold my neighboes
tHhat the 9p:‘c\er £'d Noped to troin To bite guards and +ote  contraband
done broke put.

\ife's Yeen \ike that For 1177 S Aespi“f'e my gooc\ rntentions, a"hmgs
pever woek out \ike = plan them. |

O\‘i 'ﬂ‘i‘ﬂ "I’hou_g‘njt- the situation wos \nee—\'\m»-\o\r?oust 96\4?\5 me
wise advice \ike,

“\:Jou bettee Frad i+ before you go to 51@919‘ o Il bite your Face\_"
and,

“1+% Pfo‘oa‘o\\j \’\i‘a\l‘ﬂg under ywur toilet vim, wai-l-?nﬂ + bite your
vnholtest of \ﬂo\es!“ i
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I thanked those jerks for theie advice and Prompq'\ly began 4o
fan Yhe Flames of paranoio that smoldeved 'n me inh a nice, bhealthy
bonkice. The Fhought of 6 brown recluse biting any part of me,
porticularly +he ports mentioned, chilled my blocd. = nervously
searched My cell, every square nch, bat arant £ind L3 Brownie.

She does hove six eyes. Suvely she saw +he open doormaﬁ and
scurried as Fast as her enht legs (ould carvy her out of My cage
and off 4o Preeao-m\mﬁr);“ r {’houg\d" out loud. Yes T +alle o ’fY}gSE’Z‘F.
T3 scoery of Yo Freedomland it my captocs \eft the dooc open, and
T only have two eyes ond two legs \

Foc the vest of the day and fhrough the evening, T jumped atthe
sirghtest fouch upon my skin: but never was a 5P?Aer seen. Lo, that
night, I slept peacefu!lg, cevtain that the sprder'd fled.

When T woke up The next morning, T ete my brea{f-woasﬁ then
hollered down 4o (racker foc a Few minutes of cocializing. He listened
with the Pcﬁ?eme of & fléac\noma\gs‘l‘ while £ vambled on with my
twisted fedions ond (onspivacy theories. When osor  onuersation ended,
T went back to sleep il lunch.

Theres also a vitual = go rough befoce +alking with another
prisoner -Hﬁroug\n the wents connecting our cells. T fold up o blankef
ond lay it on the Flooe in Front of he vent, o vent which 5 eight
inches obove the Floor and the same drstance from My Yoilet. Then
T vest wy acthritic bones on the Yanket and rest my head on a ttack
sf \egal pagers neld Thsde some Tyvel ewvelopes piled jw Front of the
vent.

When \unch came, = got up oand ate wy beans (£ wos on o \Negan
dieh) while oi#ing on my folded Vlonkets ond veading o book ; making
the pnost of fhe meagee Vife T was allowed.

As wsual, my neighbor pounded on my wall and asked me what
wos on my tray. e was an amicable C(herokee xndian who claimed
to be tn for Klling someone with o ecowbac. As = had a skelefon in
my closet, T chucked no stones ot him.
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\\E)eaméi ya ceank' Lek we eatem!’ T rep\i‘ea.

fe only oasked 40 e only asked 4o e could decide whether or not
”ro Fee\ Cj‘_')??ea oC \)P%QY‘ ofP %&h me.

With PﬂB 1C00c) \39?(\{) di‘ges‘-i‘ef), T went Yack 4o my \re‘n“]’, laj on
my folded Yanket, and Yegan to chat with Chief Swings Big Crowban
Be a\wo\ys, r Pui’ my \E'F{’ elbow on +the floos,. \05 my Pl of Tyvek
envelopes, while T described in embellished details +he tasty, meat -
less +reats T'd chowed on.

By chonce, = looked down... and 4aw Uil Brownie about a
centimetec from My lef+ elbow ) '

Two of \er eyes were looking at my elbow, while the ofher Fuwo
eves on top of her head were looking up aF My face. Apparently her wee
f;'-pr‘det’ brain wos t)e\m{-mg which Yo bite. Befoce she Mode wp her
mingd, T ]umFed Oway and sat oy med Lano‘ifhe‘(‘ word T hate +o vce)
Chief Crowbar that = ound my ¢prdev.

Ll Brownie was losking up at me extending her two front legs,
05 if she wonted +o embrace me with them.

Wel, =43 Weard about gpi“)l?r women, and = wasn'+ that [onely.
Oh, = wos ond am lonely, but net that lanelg.*

At he vevy least i was doo early in our relationship for physical
indimacy. %, T grabbed o large plaejrfc medicine (up and put
oner fher.

0f couvse = 4ld (wef (vowbar and (racker +he good News: Lt
Bvowaie (il_tl |pwe me and had Never lmC‘rL. $he was J‘u5+ l'lfd)fﬂg 50
the could pop out and give me a hug when T was least expecting it.

Absence makes the heart grow fonder ond prison deiNes ya Tnsane.
Both aPP\iPé ‘o me,

I tronsported LV Brownie in that medicine cp, with an
E\'\\{e\oge on -ﬁ-oPi oner to M\ﬁ Concy ete ma‘ﬂ'reés é\a\o, Ther\ E
veplaced the envelope with clear ?las*n‘c wrap, which gave we a

¥

e

Since writing this, things‘ve changed. = am notw that [ovw[y.l
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Q00d \ijew of ex. Che looked up ot me with hev gix cad Jitte
eyes, pointing ot me with her Jwo Feont \egs, os ot saying, "Pleaze
ler me Fouch Bou! T need a )Cr;‘e-nc).“

T+ was then that T realized T wos that 5P?AE’Y‘5 g_q:_é 14s Fate
wos in My m:‘g‘n'}"y honds. T could mush 7+ oc give i+ free:’om.

A(c‘éré?mj +c> w\hﬁ *\-blevanﬂe\?sf; Yave hdz\gh']” me al)awl' G‘ocs‘s Pevson—
ality, = had other Ged-like gualities in regards to that gprder. £ was
Nery Curious obout + ond o litle scaved o'F it too.

Feeling almighty, T proclaimed, " am your God ! You must pray
to Mme, oc¢ I Luiﬂ équ?sh gou}u

the looked wp ot me with hee 'a-dozen eyes, ho]a‘r‘nﬁ up her two
Front legs and waved them, as if worshipping me. Oe, maybe ke
some people fvy to do God, prepaving o bite.

After £ saw her anxiously preening and Poh‘éhing her 'Ilg-inch-
long ebony fongs, a4 if Yungry, £ cealized that she proba\oiy waos
o brown recluse sprder. She was brown, always trred 4o hide, and
hoad o F133\idh design  on Wev obdomen — al, as T recolled, char-
octeristics of o brown recluse sp?der.

Lil' Brownie was Aamgerous].

but £ 1/ked +ou5h 9“\‘\'\6..- and tender ones.

As she st in her cage Poir‘sh:‘ng her 7Ean9$ — I 4o have Jdone
to— T consideved whether oc not +o Kill her g0 that che couldn't
hort me oc others, Then my censelessly voaming mmd realized
Hhot, vadoubtaldly, there've beew government offvcrals with the
saMe '\’\’\Dug\(\‘\'s obout Felone |5ke Moz,

T wanted fo see how she worked, +o satishy my cuoviosity  and,
moyYe, so £ could better protect myself From ner kind That, =
vealized, was likely fhe rotionalization used by the shrinks and staff
oMy super mak for theic vestrictive treatment of me and my
inal

She hitd. ouvt of ‘r[E'a'r? out of ir\securf'}g caused ly some huvt
she didnt want repeafed 7 = 4o offen hid From pesple |
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She was bept in a small cage Yy o Mmegalomaniac and became
ongvy  whew i+ woas rattled oc she was ‘ntecfeved with, g_éuéjé-.g!

Becavse of hec o\an_g,eroueﬂt’éé, her captor treated her as an it.
And toybe she was a e 7!

My vealization of our common chavacteeistice Feld like an
owakening into o prophetic aream.

SHY, she/he was dangevouns... as My captors say T am. T
$o1d (hief (vowboar thet T was gonna viviseet Lil' Brownie, as i+ was
g\ro"oab\g o heown vecluse, He +hreatened +hen p\eaAeA with me not o
do 50. He Killed a man (40 he 4a.‘zﬂ, a5 had T, 9@4- couldn'+ sfand
me killing o e,of;.‘c\er?!

At First 1 H’Jau_qh'f‘ +hat he wos J‘uf;-l- befng a Nature—lovin' Tnjun.
But T came 1o vealize that, [fke me, (hief (rowbar sympathized with
the Clr{-H-quI Poss.'lﬂ\j ’oe:‘ng pluave U]L what he l’lad h ommon with hEY'.

T drdn'dt wont o souf another uripopular cveature ond Jold
(hief (rowbor +hot T2 releage Lil' Brownie the nexd +ime = went
outside.

Bussras got hoaest thieves and America's got whatevec £ am,
People can get olong with me, ;f they respect My boundaries; they
(oodd Do the some with my spidec (unless ey took like a biyg vroach ).

On May 3oth, 008, r smuggled L[ Brownie outside, held inside
two sandwich \3&55. I released her into o rec. cage, as any decent
t,la.‘c\?r god would Jo.

At fiest she drdnt want b go— either wanting to bite me or a
vickim of the gpider Version of Stocichelm syndrome. She had o lof
' common with me, Kinda reminding me of my first giclfriend oo

Eventually, after chasing me aveund for o while, apparently
wanting to bite me ([ke that First gv‘r{ﬂrema.'), she went and hid
under the sfding on My prisons wall.

A Few days later, while = was being brought fo outside vec.,
heard o guard bragging about smushing o “huge sprder” that was boldly
patrolliag front of the dowe. The ofher guacd Fhought that was Funny.



