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The New Jim Crow

Mass Incarceration in the Age of
Colorblindness

MICHELLE ALEXANDER

Hardcover
$27.95

ICHELLE ALEXANDER

A BOLD AND INNOVATIVE ARGUMENT THAT MASS
INCARCERATION AMOUNTS TO A DEVASTATING
SYSTEM OF RACIAL CONTROL, BY A RISING LEGAL
STAR

Jarvious Cotton’s great-great-grandfather could not vote as a slave. His
great-grandfather was beaten to death by the Kiu Klux Kian for
attempting to vote. His grandfather was prevented from voting by Klan
intimidation; his father was barred by poll taxes and litoracy tests.
Today, Cotton cannot vote because he, like many black men in the
United States, has been labeled a felon and is currently on paroie.
—FROM THE NEW JiM CROW

As the United States celebrates the nation’s “triumph over race” with the
election of Barack Obama, the majority of young black men in major
American cities are locked behind bars or have been labeled felons for life.
Although Jim Crow laws have been wiped off the books, an astounding
percentace of the African American community remains trapped in a
subordinate status—much like their grandparents before them.

In this incisive critique, former litigator-tumed-iegal-scholar Michelle
Alexander provocatively argues that we have not ended racial caste in
America: we have simply redesigned it. Alexander shows that, by targeting
black men and decimating communities of color, the U.S. criminal justice
system functions as a contemporary system of racial control, even as it
formally adheres to the principle of color blindness. The New Jim Crow
challenges the civil rights community—and all of us—-to place mass
incarceration at the forefront of a new movement for racial justice in
America.

A longtime civil rights advocate and litigator, Michelle Alexander was a
2005 Soros Justice Fellow. She holds a joint appointment at the Moritz
College of Law and the Kirwan Institute for the Study of Race and Ethnicity
in Columbus, Ohio, where she lives. The New Jim Crow is her first book.
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= THE UNITED STATES IMPRISONS A
LARGER PERCENTAGE OF ITS BLACK
POPULATION THAN SOUTH AFRICA DID AT
THE HEIGHT OF APARTHEID.

+ IN WASHINGTOR, D.C., THREE OUT OF
FOUR YOUNG BLACK MEN (AND NEARLY ALL
THOSE IN THE POOREST
NEIGHBORHOQODS) CAN EXPECT TO SERVE
TIME IN PRISON.

+ IN SOME STATES, AFRICAN AMERICANS
MAKE UP TO 90 PERCENT OF DRUG
PRISONERS AND ARE UP TO 57 TIMES
MORE LIKELY TO BE INCARCERATED FOR
DRUG CRIMES THAN WHITES.
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RE: "The Mew Jim Crow"

Dear Preofessor Alexandars

We write to thank and support vou for your happy Warrior
Spirit {[Harriet Tubman; Ida B, Wells; Dorothy Height and Hon,
Marcus Gaivey, el al. Tdves on!l] in fichting ageinst, seemnincly
insurmcuntable addes, for Justice and Liberaticn for the nillion
plus (DRlack) felks currently incarcerated in U.S.A.il1i Hab,
13:1-3-

Hould you kindly allow for my presumptuous urgings to couple
advocacy to stem "Niggers on Blacks Violence" te vour noble
ant just causeil!

Bemaan!

Irby ¥033802-A



