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Thank you for inquiring about racial relations in
Massachusetts prisons. This is a complex problem,
very diferent than the prison protest in Georgia

and California.

Sad13snful ssalppe 0] SaPIAIP |elDes Ssolde 1ay3abo)

Our prison subculture is reacting to another dynamic
of the "DOC-FRAGMENTATION" {*); But I can tell you that
money for the most part plays a major role in determining
innocence or guilt in a Court of Law.

Money Over-Powers Civil Rights, the countries prison
system is composed of predominately poor people of color,
racial bias in Court continues as long as it serves the
perceived interest of white elites who are working with the
Light Skin Revolution.

That said America still has the best legal system in
the world, though not applied equally to all sectors,
there was a time when the color of the skin would determine
the guilt or innocence of a criminal defendant, just as
minorities were being systematically excluded from the jury
poolsand interpreters in Court did not need certification.
All of this was a response to the racial hatred in Boston
between 1973-1974. - Racial tension could be found in all
social strate and at all levels of interaction from housing to employ-
ment to politics. - Racial conciousness and fear was the driving
force around forced integration of the Boston Public Schools.

I have share accurate documentation that support my calims, even
the Massachusetts Supreme Court agrees with the racial report that the
Massachusetts Court System was biased against minorities in (1994),
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This political agenda has been practiced until now and that is
the reason why the Massachusetts prison system is composed of 55%
minorities, who have been arriving from six (6) counties where the
Latinos, Asians and African American are residents.

The disparity of justice is so great, that the value of life
changes from one place to another, in particular when you have serious
problems of corruption among politicians and law enforcemnet officials,
where being tough on crime becomes a business industry while the hypo-
crisy of sheltering connected priviledged ones. Creates a moral dilema
such as the case of Bulger & Flemmi, one of the defendant's killed 19
people with his own hand and received an 11-years sentence in exchange
for his incriminated testimony against Bulger and Associates. This
dynamic is taken place while other people in prison have to serve life
and die in prison for one murder.

It is a sad sate of affairs while, these kind of cases are taken
place, you have the former speaker of the House being convicted on
corruption charges. - Tough on crime is as trickle down as racial
profiling and DOC-Fragmentation when the laws of our nation are being
applied unequally to people in diferent areas.

There was a time when I ran for Governor from inside the prison
so‘that I can address issues of confinement and I was removed from the
prison and taken away losing my own earned priviledges. None of my
personal priviledges was returned back to me. - But the struggle for
equal justice continue until I die in prison.

NCCI - GARDNER/ July 31, 2011
PO.B0X 46
LARDNER. MASS , piY YD ‘
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*/ DOC-FRAGMENTATION is a terminology used by the author to simplify
the varieties of power that sorround the Department of Corrections
and how it tends to interpretet Rules and Regulations coming from
the Governor's Office favoring special interest groups. There are
four components to DOC-FRAGMENTATION -that deal with the prison sub-
culture; (1) Nepotism and power play, a family within a family, if
one of‘them hold a grudge against you, everyone follows in the same
directions for decades. (2) Small groups of staff that bring their
own,gersonal problems into the prison. (3) A few Gay & Lesbian in
ranking positions who are locking for respect while they don't res-
pect the civil rights of other people. (4) They cover each other very

well and any prisoner can be mow ili i
or withoit angr e ed from one facility to another with
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SUPREME JubDIcIAL COURT
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

MAUREEN D. MCGEE
EXECUTIVE ASSISTANT
TO THE CHIEF JUSTICE

July 20, 1990

Mr. Luis Perez
Post Office Box 466
Gardner. MA 01440

Dear Mr. Perez:

I write to acknowledge your letter to Chief Justice
Liacos dated June 24, 1990. The Chief Justice asked me
to thank you for forwarding to him information regarding
"the complexity of problems that are affecting the entire
Latino Community in prison." Your letter and attachments
will be forwarded to the Commission to Study Racial and
Ethnic Bias in the Judicial System's Task Force which is
studying the prosecution and adjudication of criminal
cases and treatment of defendants.

Sincerely yours,

MM/ ccm
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Inmate running for governor :

By Mike Elfland
adT Reparier

QARDMER — Lult Perea deflecty sugpes-
Uons thal his run for governor s an under-
handed sttempt o galn his freedom. He main.
tains that hig [aterition ls Lo run the state from
his cell sl the Gardnet slats prison.

Communicstion with the publie would
occur via the leutenant povernor, be sald.

“1f 1 did & good Job, then maybe afler four
years the people could decide If T should be
pardoned.” sald Perer. convicled of murder in
1973 and sentenced o Jifs withoul parcis.

The 41 year-old former Lowell resident hos
set put o pet the 10,000 sipratures needed In
erder Lo gl his neme on the 1994 baliot So far
e hes 81 dlgsatures, all from fellow inmates
Many of thoss Inmates became reglstered vot-
ery lagl year during 8 registration drive sithe

= spearhesded by Peret.

Perer acknowledges thal meny people will
wcofl al his pelitical ambilons. He poinia lo s
teruin lifellme behind basrs when asked
sbout his credibility.

THE TRUTH

*1 personslly think I'm a dead mon: U'm
rpesking from my cemelery,” Perex sald dur-
ing an iMerview ol Lhe prison. “I'm going lo
tell the truth, and I'm nat galng to ife. | dan’L
have anything W gain"

Crime and polilics sre topics Perer enjoys

discussing — be 1l eriminals who wanl Lo be
polilicisns, li%e himsell, or pofitelans who
are sccured of & ¢rima. Since 1006, Perer has
Petn collecting newspaper srijcies pertaining
1o potitlcal wrongdoing. He has over 300 srii-
¢les, nestly arvanged in @ three-ring binder.

“They all get & bresk,” Perez sald, pointing
12 & eolleciion of newipaper ¢lippings thal In-
cludes » recent story on Lhe indictment of (or-
er slate Sen. William Q. MacLean Jr. °l can
telt you hanestly, they srenl coming 1o prie-
on”

Prisoners sre people Peret will rely heavily
on If he Is (o make hesdwsy in his quest for
palitical oMee Most of Lhe 10,000 signafuces
he necda In order 1o get on Lhe batlet in 1094
will be those of inmates Thereln Hes one of
Peres « mollvations for organizing s voler reg-
Jslrate n drive st the prison last yesr. Similar
regist sUon drives were held sl other state
prisons

“t figure thers's about 2000 Lo 10.000 In-
mates whose signatures | can gel” snid Perer,
wha hes no perty eMilistion. "And Lhen thert's
their familles. That's o big block.™
SIOHATURES NEEDED

Aceording o the offiee of the sccrelary of
viate, the 10,000 signsturces are due la the
board of registrars for verificallon by Aug 2.
Percr’s parents, whe live in Fitchbunt and
friends on the ouide will help eellect Luma-
lures

Perce sald he will rely grestly on the mail o
spresd hid measage

~I usk people that if they supporl me. in-
stead of sending money, W send stamps,” he
said

Peres was born in Cuba and ceme lo the

Unlted Suites in 1968 His femily seled I,

Lowell. In 1971, he and five other people

robbed 8 house that contalned counlerfell *

maney ond 8 counterfeling machine. Perez
shot end killed & man, and two years Ister he
. was senlenced Lo Hfe withou! parole

“Two decades Jater he hag learned lo speak
English and ¢orned an associale’s degiee in
general sludles through sn extention progrsm
of Mount Wachusel! Community Collega

“The prison subculture fs baing transferred
1o the youth In urban sreas,” Peret ssld In s
Feb. & prew relense "If we don'l #tudy the
prison we sre never golng Lo undersland tha
problems that are slfecting the community.
My eandidacy will offer ancther window of ed-
ucation with the sespe being on prison sub-
cullure. .. throughout my political campalgn [
will be offering snd sharing securste solu-

tions =

Meanwhile, thances of & pardon would be
untikely, sccarding to Catherine Bromberg.
1pokervoman for the stale Ethics Commis-
s1on. She 1aid public officlals can't be afford-
cd benefia not available to cthers. In (his
tase, other prisoners would nol have the same
npportunity for » perdon.
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INmMmate on Hungey strike
to protest pgagggd transter

- GARDNER — An inmate who 1s Sunday, he appeared to look well

trying to run for governor has
gone on a hunger strike in an at-
tempt to prevent being transferred
to another prison. :

‘ Luis Perez, an inmafe serving a
life termn at North Central Correc-
tional Institutien for a.1971 mur-
der, saud 1n a telephone interview
Friday that he was placed in a.
segregation’ unit at the prison for ’
what he believes are political rea-
sons. “T haven't violated rules,” he

- said.. ' :

" . Perez said he believes his being
Jocked up has to do with his efforts
to collect 10,000 signatures needed
to get on the state bellpt as a can-
didate for governor. -

“This is a political move aimed

. at destabibzing my .efforts,” he

. said. “T haven't done anything.”

'~ Perez said he hasn't received a
discipline report, which would ate
the reasons for his punishment.

. Iris Crespo of Amherst, a friend
of the Perez fammly, said she is
concerned about his health. She
said he told her he has gone on 2
hunger strike to protest plans to
move him to the Massachusetts
Correctional Institution in Shirley.

' She said when she last saw him

Crespo said Perez is a leader of
the Latine community in the
prison acting as 2 haisen hetween
inmates and the prison admunis-
tration. “He's been doing some pos-
ttive things,” she said.

Crespo said Perez’s record up to
this point does not indicate he is a
disciplinary problem. “He has been
in this jail for nine years gnd this
is the first time he has been in
(segregation),” she said.

She said her only conclusion is
he was sent there because of his
bid for governor. “I think that has
something to do with it,” she said.

Prison officials will only say
Perez's case is awalting action,
and he is in the process of being
reclassified. ¢

Crespo said recent.events will
not stop Perez’s efforts to run for
governor. She said all his political
- paperwork, other than nomination

papers, are already filed in Bos-

ton. He still needs. to ccllect 5,000

signatures.

“Ihey should not prevent me

from doing this,” he said.
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SupreME JupiciaAL COURT
1300 NEW COURT HOUSE
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 02108

715-8083/8084

Assistant

<2 Z. Mossaides

q
mistrative Assistant

bert S. Bloom

oy Administrative
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1994
hen it is

August 18,
Very truly yours,

inal report in September of

to Study Racial and Ethnic Bias in

Judicial Court’s Commission

1994 to me. In response to your question, the Supreme

Box 1218
MA 01464

Perez

Perez
Chief Justice Liacos has referred your memorandum dated

this year. I will send you a copy of that report w

the Courts will be publishing its f
available.

MCI-Shirlev Medium

Luis D.
W—-33837
PO
Shirley,
Dear Mr.
August 2,
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- Pagan. 29, a drug

Hlspamc
Inmates form
rights group

Demand fair treatment
from corrections system

By Jenifer MeKim
GONTRIBUTING REPORTER

SHIRLEY - Behind the towering walls and curled
barbed wire of the state prison here, Hispanic inmates
are quietly organizing themselves into what they say is
a bold new force within the corrections system.

Established two years ago, “Latino Unity” is a
loose affiliation of several dozen Hispanic inmates who
say they are dedicated to making sure the burgeoning
Hispanic prison population gets fair treatment.

As it is, many Hispanic prisoners say they uare
treated like secondiclass citizens by fellow inmates,
guards and administrators. Because of a language bar-
rier and a lack of bilingual corrections personnel, they
say, they are denied full access to medical care, coun-
seling and diug and aleohol rehabilitation programs,
and often end up confined in relatively harsh muixi-
mum- or medium-security facilities.

Hispanics also say they are sometimes targeted for
violent attacks by fellow inmates and harassment by
guards — all because of their race and broken English.

“Nobody fights for the Latinos,” Mateo Colon. 26,
a drug offender and a Latino Unity organizer, said in
Spanish during an interview last week. “We want to be
heard by somebody.”

And while Latino Unity disavows violence, Roberto
offender and Unity member, said.

PRISON, Page 34

“GLOBE STAFF PHOTO + 10°1 LANDERS
Shirley inmates Mateo Colon (left) and Luis Perez are lead-
ers in the Latino Unity movement. a loose alfiliation of sevy-
eral dozen inmates who say they are dedicated to naking
sure the andnn prison population gets fair treatment.




Hlspamcs seek to find
unity, strength in prison

B PRISON
Continued from Page 33

“We. have to do what we have to, to
protect ourselves.’

Hispanies are the fastest- grow-
ing segment of the prison popula-
tion. Today, there are about 1,900
Hispanic inmates in the system, up
from about 400 in 1985. Hispanics
make up about 20 percent of the
prison population today, compared
with only 9 percent in 1985

Latino Unity began in 1993 when
a few Hispanic inmates began meet-
ing informally in the prison library.
Today it has the support of most of
the Spanish-speaking inmates here.

And now, the group is taking on
the Department of Correction.

Three inmates - Colon, Pagan
and Jose Hernandez - have pre-
* pared a class-action suit to be filed
against Correction Commissioner
Larry Dubois. The suit asks for the
creation of bilingual programs and
an increase in the number of Span-
ish-speaking personnel,

The suit alleges that guards of-
ten make disparaging remarks to
Hispanic inmates, telling them, for
example, “You should return to your
country” and “If you don't speak the
language, you have no rights.” .

They also say the lack of pro-
grams leaves Hispanics isolated and
aimless, enticing some to join violent
gang- organizations like the Latino
Kings, Los Solidos and Netas for
protection.

Department of Correction
spokesman Anthony Carnevale said
the department is well aware of the
growing Hispanic populaton and is
actively recruiting bilingual person-
nel. There are currently only about
140 bilingual employees among the
department’s 4,800 staff members.
He said recruitment is difficult be-
cause few Hispanics live near the
prisons.

“The best thing we offer is the
opportunity to learn English,” said
Carmevale, citing English as a Sec-
ond Language classes, the only
program currently aimed specifically
at Hispanics. “That is the most cost
effective and beneficial.”

Ernest Vandergriff, Department
of Correction associate commission-
er for programs and treatment, said
he is leading a study, expected to be

Hispanics in prison
With moce than 1,900 Hispanics
incarcerated, they are the fastest-

' ‘SO{RICELBMMQIA&\
.Depmmentd e
o Gmsssmrraunr

completed this summer, on Hispanic
issues, Already, the department is
translating rules and regulations
into Spanish, building up Spanish
reading materials and identifying
foods favored by Hispanies.

But without adequs#e program-
ming, some fear Hispanics are sure §
to return to prison after releasa.
Tony Ruiz, an associate pastor for !
the Church of United Community in
Roxbury who often visits Hispanic
prisoners, said alcohol and drug pro-
grams are imperative.

‘We have a community that has a :
lot of drug-related problems,” Ruiz !
said, butadding that local Latino ¢
leadership isn't doing enough for{
prisoners, “They are afraid of deal- }
ing with issues that might bring a |
bad image,” Ruiz said. !

Luis Perez, a convicted murder- |
er, said keeping the peace among |
younger Latinos, many of whom are
involved in gangs, is a challenge.

“Younger guys have no respect
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for nobedy,” he said.

Perez, seen as Latino Unity’s i
leader, said people forget that many [‘
inmates end up on the street again. |
often angrier and more violent. !

“I don't look for sympathy or |
pity, but I would like the public to }
know the seriousness in the prisons.” ;
Perez said. “I see people going out
and coming back and going out. It's-
a vicleus cyele. and many of these
people end up living on vour street.” z
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