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Shootings: Sikh

~says they’re often
seen as Taliban

- FROM PAGE Al Gurmej Atwal'’s days con-
nary notification” to the local sisted of eating breakfast,
- FBI office.

Relatives and friends in the
tightknit Sikh community to
which the two men belong _son
were not as hesitant to call the “They didn’t even talk to
shooting a hate crime.

Singh and Atwal, like many Singh.

Sikh men, had thick beards Kamaljit Atwal said his fa-
and wore turbans - traditions ther is a retired civil servant
‘that have made Sikhs the tar- who spent his career in the rev-
. get of bigotry and violent at- enue department of north-

and then walking some more,
Kamaljit Atwal said,

g

walking the neighborhood for [#52

an hour or so, eating lunch |

anybody,” said Harvinder

1
| “The turban is a big prob-
" lem for us,” said Gurjatinder
~Singh Randhawa, chief editor
of the Sikh newspaper Punjab
Mail USA. “We look the same
as Afghan Taliban - but we
are not Taliban.” -
Randhawa recalled the

beating of a Sikh cab driver
four months ago in West Sac-
‘Tamento. |

~_ The driver told authorities -
‘that two passengers had ut-
‘tered anti-Islamic slurs as
‘they attacked him and then
‘beat a female passenger who
tried to stop them. Police have
_Since arrested two -men on

2

 charges of felony assault with

~ “Alotofpeople don’tunder-
stand where we're from. They
think we're Muslim. We're
| hot,” said Ram Singh, one of
- dozens of mourners who gath-
‘ered Saturday at Singh’s
“home on McGray Way.
- Surinder Singh was a truck
driver who had worked in
both India and Libya before
moving to the United States
about five years ago, son Har-
« vinder Singh said.
~ He had recently survived
his fourth heart attack.
“The senior Atwal moved to
.the United States in 2001, and
the family settled in Elk Grove
in 2003. .
Both victims lived
suburban lives.

quiet,

. tacks since the Sept. 11, 2001, west India’s Punjab state.
rTorist attacks.

“He is quite a gentle man,”
the younger Atwal said. .

Even neighbors who had
never met the victims remem-
bered seeing the bearded, tur-
ban-wearing men walking
around. s

The victims were on East
Stockton Boulevard on Friday

Surinder Singh’s widow, Amarjit K

shot to death Friday while walking

when they were shot, saidpo- . 9

lice spokesman Christopher

Trim. A driver heading north -
on the frontage road shortly

before 4:30 p.m. saw the two
men lying on the sidewalk.

The driver stopped and called

police.

Kamaljit Atwal said skid
marks at the scene suggest his

that detail. &
The shooting took place

across the street from a Park-

n-Ride lot, and police hope

‘that someone - perhaps get-

ting off work and heading to
their car - might have seen
something such as a car speed-
ing away or someone running
through the area, Trim said.
A chain-link fence with
slats separates the frontage

road from Highway 99. It’s

possible a driver in a large ve-
hicle such as a truck might
have been able to see some-
thing, Trim said.

Randhawa, the newspaper-

editor, said his own father, an
80-year-old Elk Grove resi-
dent, called to say he was
scared.

- 'Sacramento Bee

“My dad used to go every
day for a walk - two to three

hours,” Randhawa said, “Now
he’s bound in his house,
“We have fear in the com-

munity.” )
Trim said police are work-

ing with the Sikh community
“to try to ease their fears.”
Anyone with information
about the shooting is urged to
call the Elk Grove Police De-
partment Communication
Center at (916) 714-5115 or
Crime Alert at (916)
443-HELP (4357). .

Call The Bee's Robert Lewis, |

(916) 321-1061.

|
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Surinder
Singh, right,
‘was killed,
and Gurmej
Atwal was
injured.

may be a
hate CI'lm

By RoBERT LEWIS
rlewis@sacbee.com

Police said Saturday that they don’t

know why someone gunned down two
men - frail from heart attacks and ad-
vancing years - as they slowly ambled
through a quiet Elk Grove neighborhood
during their daily afternoon walk.

Surinder Singh, 67, died Friday after-
noon on the sidewalk along East Stock-
ton Boulevard near Geneva Pointe Drive.
Gurmej Atwal, his 78-year-old friend, was

shot twice in the chest. His family said he
was in critical but stable condition.

In a statement released late Saturday,
Elk Grove Police Chief Robert Lehner
called on witnesses to come forward and
said, “We have no evidence to indicate
there was a hate or bias motivation for
this crime; however, the obvious Sikh ap-
pearance of the men, including the tradi-
tional Dastar headwear and lack of any
other apparent motive, increasingly raise
that possibility.” ;

Manny Crisostomo mcrisostomo@sachee.com

and family Saturday at her Elk Grove home. Singh was
g the attack as a possible hate crime.

Lehner also said he had “made prelimi-

SHOOTINGS | Page A10



* NAME CHANGE |, Karamijit Singh Bhuie

Camie Bhuie s/o Gurdit Singh Gyani

- henceforth be

own as Camie Bhul

_ELK GROVE 5 Bee 3-7-201
Feds helpmg out
Sikh community

BY STEPHEN MAGAGNINI
magagpini@sacbee.cam
Asthe U.S. Justice Depart-

Atwal heals?
Atwal’'s son Kamaljit said
his father is gradually getting

mentgotinvolved inlastFri- better

day’s shooting of two Sikh
grandfathers out on their af-
ternoon stroll through Elk
Grove, investigators wait
for the surviving victim,
Gurmej Atwal, to recover
from multiple gunshot
wounds so he can be inter-
viewed.

Atwal, 78, remains in sta-
ble but critical condition in
an intensive care unit. He
underwent a second sur-
gery Monday after taking
two bullets to the torso.

“Mr. Atwal has been intu-
bated and has been unable
to speak, so the information
we received has been very
limited,” Elk Grove police
spokesman - Christopher
Trim said Tuesday. “It de-
pends on how quickly Mr.

The shootings of Atwal and
his friend Surinder Singh, 67,
who died on the sidewalk
along East Stockton ‘Boule-
vard, have generated an inter-
national outery, said Sikh civil
rights leader Darshan Singh
Mundy. ?

Ehe chief minister for the

“Indian state of Punjab -

where Sikhs originate - will
ask India’s prime minister
and foreign minister to ask
the U.S. government to pro-
tect the estimated 500,000
Sikh Americans, about 35,000
of whom live in the Sacra:
mento region, Mundy said.
The U.S. government’s al
ready getting involved: The
Department of Justice o1
Tuesday sent Ronald Wakaba
SHOOTING | Back page, B!
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Shooting: Police stop cars

FROM PAGE Bl :
yashi, Western regional director of its
Community Relations Service, to help
the traumatized Sikh families cope
with the horrific crime.

«] wanted to get here quick because

what happened was so ugly,” said Wak- ;

abayashi, whose job is to help the com-
munity access any federal or local re-
sources they may need. “We don’t know

if it's a hate crime, but it certainly has

raised people’s anxieties that it is.”
Wakabayashi - who is not a law en-

forcement official - has met with the

victims’ families, community leaders

-and Elk Grove police.

Sacramento U.S. Attorney Benjamin
Wagner said he’s assured Sikh leaders
t?le FBI is working with Elk Grove po-

ce.

“Pye offered our assistance with the
investigation and prosecution if it turns
out to be a hate crime, which is a federal
civil rights violation,” Wagner said.

“I've also reached out to the Sikh com-

munity, who feel they may have been
targeted, to participate in future events
and try to assure them the DOJ isstand-
ing with them during this difficult peri-
od.” ;

To try to find witnesses, Elk Grove

.police stopped vehicles Tuesday along

Fast Stockton Boulevard near where
the shooting took place.

. “We started around 3:15 p.m. and fin-
ished around 5:30, which mirrors the
time of the shooting,” said Trim. “There
might have been someone that travels
the route on a regular basis that might
have seen something and filed it away,
not thinking it’s a big deal. With police
officers out there, it might help them
recall those details.” i

The reward for information leading
to an arrest in the case is now over

' $32,000, said Amar Shergill, an

attorney helping coordinate the
community effort. To contribute to
the reward, contact Shergill at
amar@shergilllawfirm. com.

The Local Sikh American Commu-

nity has pledged $17,200; the Sikh

American Legal Defense & Education
Fund, $3,000; the Neighborhood Mar-
ket Association, $2,000; and the Coun-
cil on American Islamic Relations,
$5,000. In addition, Crime Alert Sacra-
mento has offered a $5,000 reward for
information leading to an arrest if it’s

" determined to be a hate crime.

Anyone who has seen or heard any-
thing that might pertain to the case
should call Crime Alert at

(916) 443-4357 or the Elk Grove Police

Department at (916) 714-5115. -

Call The Bee’s Stephen Magagning,
(916) 321-1072. ‘
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Reward increases to $42,000
in Elk Grove Sikh’s homicide

By STEPHEN MAGAGNINT
smagagnini@sacbee.com .

The reward for information
leading to the arrest and con-
viction of those responsible
for shooting two turbaned
Sikh men on their afternoon
stroll through Elk Grove on

Friday is now more than

$42,000. .

- The Jewish Community Re-
lations Council, the Jewish
Federation of the Sacramento
Region and area synagogues

have raised more than-

$10,000 to add o the reward,
said Rabbi Mona Alfi of Con-
gregation Bnai Israel.

The Jewish community re-
‘members how Sikhs and Sac-
ramentans of diverse faiths
stood with them after the fire-
bombing of three Sacramento
area synagogues, including
B'nai Israel, in 1999, Alfi said.

An interfaith prayer vigil
will be held at 6 p.m. Friday, at
the intersection of East
Stockon Boulevard and
Geneva Pointe Drive, where

Senate President Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg, front, dons a Sikh

Surinder Singh, 65, was shot
to death and Gurmej Atwal,
78, was critically wounded.
His condition was upgraded
from critical to serious, a hos-
pital spokeswoman said.

Home, 725 El Camino Ave., at
10 am. Saturday and is open
to the public, said Amar
Shergill, of the South Asian
Culture & Community Politi-
cal Action Committee, Others
who would like to contribute
to the reward can contact
amar @shergilllawfirm.com.

~ Anyone who has seen or

‘heard anything that might

pertain to the case should call
Crime Alert at (916) 4434357
or the Elk Grove Police Depart-
ment at (916) 714-5115.

The Elk Grove Police De-
partment set up a checkpoint
on East Stockton Boulevard
on Tuesday to try to jar com-
muters' memories in case they
were driving by at the time of
the shooting around 4:25 p.m.

The California Channel

headdress Monday to show solidarity with the Sikh community
after two turbaned Sikh men were shot last month in Elk Grove.

Friday. “We got some limited
information, nothing ground-

shaking,” said police spokes- -

John Boisa, a spokesman

¢ _for Sacramento’s Jewish com-
~ Singh'’s funeral will be held
at North Sacramento Funeral

munity, said “our prayers and
sympathies are with the fami-

lies of Mr. Singh and Mr. At- -

wal, and the entire Sikh com-

A

munity during this time of

grieving and loss. i)

“While it may be the case
that the perpetrators imag-
ined their victims to be Mus-
lims,” Boisa said, “we must de-

nounce all hate crimes in the

strongest terms, no matter
who the intended victims
al'.e..” ] %
The Sacramento region has
30,000 Jews across an eight-
county area, including 21 re-
gional synagogues serving Or-
thodox, Modern Orthodox,
Conservative, Reform and Re-
constructionist members.

Call The Bee’s Stephen
Magagnini, (916) 321-1072.

SENATE L/,
WATCH "{3/
A handful of law-

~makers donned

traditional Sikh |
- headdress on the

“Senate floor Mon-

turbaned Sikh men
shot while on a

walk in Elk Grove -
last month. Senate
President Pro Tem
Darrell Steinberg

- said the gesture

showed unity in the

* wake of the March

5 shooting, which

left 65-year-old

Surinder Singh

dead and 78-year-

old Gurmej Atwal . .

critically injured. =
~ Torey Van Oot
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To dispel myths, Slkhs

olice still don’t know who
gunned down two elderly
Sikh men in Elk Grove last
month. One, Surinder Singh, died
at the scene. The other, Gurmej
Atwal, is still in serious condition,
The shooter’s motive remams a
mystery.
Nonetheless, there is wide-

* spread fear among Sikhs that the

two were targeted because of -

* their turbans. Because they do not

cut their hair and wear
the distinctive turbans
or dastars, Sikhs stand
out. Since 9/11, they
have sometimes faced
taunts and violence
from bigots who mis-

open up their homes

wear special undergarments
signifying chastity and they carry
a comb which stands for groom-

ing or cleanliness. All Sikhs wear

a metal bracelet which serves as a
constant reminder to do God’s
work.

Their temples or gurdwaras are
open to all. There is no priest or
leader. Anyone can read the sa-
cred text. They serve meals to
anyone who comes. i
. Our hosts volun-
teered an answer to a
question some non-
Sikhs are burning to
ask: How long is the
hair tied up in those
turbans?

take them for Muslims Answer: It grows to

and single them out for about mid-thigh and .

attack based on their ‘ ~ then stops.

appearance. - The meal was vege- -
In an effort to demys Surlnder Singh tarian and Indian. It

tify their religion, sev-
eral members of Sacramento’ s
Sikh community invited local

journalists to their homes for

dinner last week. -

My editorial board colleague
Pia Lopez and I accepted an invi-
tation from the Parmindhar Mash-
ianni family. Born in India, the
parents live with their children in
a spotless house on a cul-de-sac in
a brand new Natomas subdwl-

‘sion.

Our first surprise was the neat
pile of shoes at the doorway. The
family does not wear shoes in-
doors, so we shed ours as well.
And then we sat down to learn
about Sikhism.

The religion, our eager hosts
expla.med was born in the Punjab
region of India in the 15th centu-
1y. The founder, Guru Nanak Dev,
rejected the rigid Hindu caste
system. Sikhs - the word means
student - believe in one God and
the equality of all people, regard-
less of status or gender. ‘

Besides the turban, male Sikhs
carty a miniature curved sword
that signifies they are defenders
of the weak and the poor. They

‘began with appetizers, .,
samosas, a potato vegetable mix-

* ture wrapped in dough, deep fried ‘

and served with several savory'
dipping sauces.

The main dishes included cauli--
flower and garbanzo bean casse-
roles, a fresh green salad, white
rice, flat bread and homemade
yogurt. And for dessert, rice pud-
ding and fresh fruit - delicious.

The Sikhs we met that evening
were a cross-section of America:
small-business owners, a teacher,

- a lawyer, stay-at-home-moms and

government workers.
I saw much to admire, their
diet for one thing - fresh vegeta-

- bles and fruits, no alcohol. None

of the Sikhs we dined with was
overweight. All looked remarkably
fit.

I left with two thoughts. First,
how American they seemed: .
friendly, family-focused and hard-
working. And second, sadly, that
it took a tragedy, the senseless
attack on two innocent grandfa-

“thers, for this dinner to take

place. :
— grutland@sacbee.com
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Second
Sikh
gunshot
victim
dies

Gurme)j Atwal,
78, died Friday
from injuries
sufferedin =
the March 4

{"| shooting.

By STEPHEN MAGAGNINI
smagagnini(@sacbee.com

Gurmej Atwal - one of two .

elderly Sikh Americans shot
March 4 on their afternoon
walk through Elk Grove -
died at 2 p.m. Friday after six
weeks in a hospital.

His death devastated his
family, Northern California’s
large Sikh community and
Elk Grove officials, who have
hit a wall in their search for
the shooter.

“He’s no more,” said his
grief-stricken son Kamaljit At-
wal. “My dad was going tobe a
key witness to help make a
sketch or look at some pic-
-tures.” 3

Surinder Singh, 65, who
was also shot, died at the
scene. The two grandfathers
were walking on East Stock-
ton Boulevard when they were
shot at 4 nm_ an a Friday.

turday, April 16, 2011 | ©

Atwal, 78, was still intu-
bated and unable to speak
when he finally succumbed to
two gunshot wounds, his son
said. “First the kidneys went
off, then the lungs and then
brain. He was shot in the up-
per right chest, one bullet

* went straight to his lungs and
{the other to his pancreas, liver

and intestines.” His family
had believed Atwal was going
to pull though. But “from day
one, he could not speak a
word,” his son said.
Gurmej Atwal, a retired
civil servant in India’s Punjab
state revenue department,
came to the United States in

2001 from the city of Pharala |

and became a U.S. citizen.
He was a hard worker who

- “emphasized good grades, and

told us to be productive mem-

bers of society,” Kamaljit Atwal -

said. “He liked to watch news
and talk politics — he was Dem-
ocrat and voted for Obama.”

~ Atwal also was a bookworm

‘who liked to share his views on

Sikhism and engage his friends
with Punjabi news articles he'd
gone through line by line, his
son said. :

.The attack has drawn na-
tional attention, with some
speculating the shootings
may have been a hate crime

because both men wore thick

beards and turbans - tradi-
tions that have made Sikhs
the target of bigotry and vio-
lent attacks since the Sept. 11,
2001, terrorist attacks.

Elk Grove police are investi- *

gating the shooting but have
not declared it a hate crime.
“When you have no evi-

“dence, it’s pretty tough to

make a call on that,” said Elk |

who added that the shooting
might have been an initiation
into a gang.

The two Sikh men, who
walked daily, provided “a very
easy target in a remote loca-
tion,” Detrick said. “It’s an L-
shaped street blocked out by
the soundwall on oneside and
a concrete barrier they use

VICTIM | Page B3

- Grove Mayor Steve Detrick, |

\ii;t;m No witness founllﬁ

FROM PAGEB1 161/

along the freeways on the oth-
) i Ty e
. Despite help from the FBI,
random traffic checkpoints to
ask motorists if they remem-
ber anything from that day

‘and one tip about a tan Ford

F150 pickup truck in the area,

‘nobody’s been able to turn.

anything up,” Detrick said.

" Northern California’s Sikh
community has raised more
than $50,000 for information
leading to an arrest and con-

~ viction, said community

leader Darshan Mundy. g

Atwal, who had 10 grand-
children, is survived by his
wife, who suffered a stroke
and was paralyzed over four
years ago, and three sons and
a daughter, his son said.

Anyone with information
about this case is asked to call
Elk Grove police at (916)
T14-5115 or Crime Alert at
(916) 443-HELP. Callers can
remain anonymous.

Call The Bee’s Stephen
Magagnini, (916) 321-1072.



