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BOBBY DIXON 5o sitoner vo ik ot

: ‘political prizoner” wo think of
somesne whot down for @ rightcous ausc. We thinlt aboul fomeont
fighting for what thecy believe in /by any means neecssary. This ncxl
writer deems himsclf a political prisoner and afier rcading the two pietes
hi sent us, wo can oo why, 5o many people of coler are fothcd up that
ity sichening. And in his first picco he makicy some brilliank obicrvations
of the California Department of Corrections. He alro throws in s30mE
uncanny comparisons that when you read them,
~pamn, this guy surcly Imows what hek taThing about.” We throw these
labels around that place false images of gur young peaple in the minds
of thore who have the moik power Labels such as ‘ropeat offender and
Yot when the time comes for u3 to tahe responsibiling
for putting an end o the ‘repeat’ and ‘carecr’ in those labals, wo fail
gimp and time again. Qualily rehabilitation dopin't cxist in ghis state, or
even in this country. We Tock all our prablems up, heping that H we leaveo
the ‘monster” under-the bed, well nover have o deal with him again.

But what I that was your chila® What if wo tived In @ land where Blath

people were 1he majority and White prople made wp 55 pyreent of the

prisen population in this country?® Would we 31ill use the old dracanian
~sweep 'em under the rug” method? Well, Bohby Dixan lets us know his
galie on things as he writes from the California Depariment of Correttions

in Vacavillp, CA. And franidy, we think be has a very good argument. -
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COC Labels nungsler ’Hah'nul fhﬁﬂrs,‘
Provides No Treatment

After the intentional and deliberate murder of Dr Martin
Luther King Jr. young African descendants in American
became even more of an endangered people.

There are 168,355 people incarcerated in California's
correctional facilitates. Approximately 55 percent of those
imprisoned are of African descent. An alarmingly high
number of individuals belonging to this social group have
been in and out of penal institutions since childhood.
America calls them either habitual offenders or Career
criminals.

For many years, | have been disappointed tremendously
because of the California judicial and penal system's
use of the term “habitual”. It is hypocritical that this
same institution had never offered a sincere approach to
counseling programs for the hundreds of thousands labeled
ae hahitua! offenders. In any other area of human activity
that we label habitual, people are automatically perceived to
have lost the strength to be responsible when it comes 1o
certain activities.

The Oxford American Dictionary defines “habit" as 1)
A settled way of behaving, something done frequently and
almost without thinking: 2) Something that is hard to give
up, especially an addiction to narcolics.

The system labels a type of offender as habitual, yet
proceeds to completely ignore emotional, psychological
and social implications of the label. In other words, it is
like a doctor diagnosing a patient with a chronic ailment
and doing nothing to help the patient, not even giving any
meaningful self-help advice.

What is ever more tragic is that b
of children and young teens are emotionally. psy

undreds of thousands
chologically
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and socially ignored by the judicial and penal systems in the
state of California, 50 that often their delinquency evolves
into aduilt habitual criminality.

Unfortunately, unsuspecting parents tend to believe
that their children are receiving counseling, etc. during
their stays in youth penal facilities. For the vast majority of
children and teens, no help is offered. They are merely being
isolated from society for brief, unproductive periods. With
no love from the family or leadership from people in their
community, many turn to crime and become gang members
— both for emotional and financial support.

The judicial and penal system’s policies and concern.
with successful rehabilitation of youth and adults is about
as responsible as would be a plastic surgeon who drops @
bus of people with burned faces oil al a clinic and leaves
them to operate on themselves. A few of them may succeud
at improving their looks; others would become even more
disfigured.

The majority, however, would remain the same, feeling as
though they have no idea where to begin and thereforeare left
with an even more debilitating feeling of hopelessness. This
is the racism that exists within the California Department of
Corrections. Even correctional officers of African descent,
resulting from a long history of oppression.

I appeal and cry out 1o all my Black P
members in the U.§.A. not to allow our youth's
vain. to allow them to suffer in prison or die at the h
the pigs. We must save pur children.

It's my request that political prisoners and prisoners of
war reach out to all of the youth In prison and the putside
world. Remember the young pecple and the children are
cur future. ] welcome all response from people and all my
comrades, sisters and brothers. So please answer s0on
FPower to the people, with one love always, in revolution of
the mind.
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