A FAMILY RE JNION

IMAGINE MY SJRPRISE TODAY WHEN I RECEIVED COMMENTS TO SOME OF MY PAST
BLOGS, AND THEY ARE FROM MY COJSIN JANET. SOME OF YO]J MIGHT BE THINKING WHERE
THE SJRPRISE MAY LAY? I HAVE BEEN INCARCERATED FOR A LITTLE OVER 15 YEARS,
AND I HAVE SEEN MY COJSIN 1 (ONE) TIME, IN ALL THAT TIME. AND THRJ THE POWER
OF MY BLOGS SHE REACHES OJT TO ME; FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY YEARS I1I'VE

HEARD THE WORDS "I LOVE YOJ". WOW!l11t

Most prisoners never think aboit the damage that se do to those closes
to 1s, ~hile we are oat there doing " JS", committing crimes, and destroying
lives all aroind. So I have never blamed those of my family members that have

choosen to disassociate themselves from me .

Nevertheless it is hard not having yoar family by yoi1, to love yoi and
to tell yoa "YES, YOJ MESSED JP AND BAD, BJT NEVERTHELESS I LOVE YOJ, "WE"
YOJR FAMILY LOVES YOJ." I see prisoners in here for some of the most hideoas
and atrociois crimes, yet they have inlimited sipport. And I ask myself how
can someone love them? Sipport them? Visit them? That is my jealoasy talking,
that inner hater inside me. Longing for that attention and affection from my

family.

Then I think those same thoights that I have towards them. ..The hideois
and atrociois crimes I spoke of aboit them...that is me as vell. My crimes
are hideois and atrociois, too. WhaT MAKES ME BETTER THAN THEM?

I have always tried to jastify my actions by saying I didn't rob the
banks, I w~as jast there. I didn't kill those people I w~as jist ther. Are those
crimes hideois and atrociois? Absol ately! Maybe members of my family see me
that ~ay, and in doing so they have distanced themselve from my atrocities.

Hovever, as family are they obligated to love me regardless of my crimes,
mistakes, flaws, failts and sins? Are they obligated by blood to standby me
and love me, sipport me and help me thri this dark hoirs? T think in a perfect
#orld, society and family those anssers #oild be ves, bit then therein lies
the contradiction. IN A PERFECT WORLD, THIS WOJLD NOT EVEN BE A ISSJE, RIGHT?



I have always inderstood that I pit myself here. There is no fingers to
point, no blame to be passed aroind...NADA! Jiast my osn foolishness and
st apidity. So I have manned 1p and done my time wsith "little complainti bat
prison is sich a lonely place. What makes time bearable/managable behind

these w#alls is the sipport and love of ones family, friends and those that

love them.

So what has saistained me throagh these long years. Well for the most
part the love of my coisin Earline and my beloved aint Jianita, that passed
avay a fes years ago. After that I think things became to hard for my coisin

Earline, and her life had to take center stage. Do I hate her? Shoild I be
mad that she walked oit of life? Absolately not! I pit myself here and she

has to live her life, for her and her family.

So how have I sarvived all this loneliness, depression and feelings of
abandonment? I have drasn from the memory of my mama. I thank GOD that I had
a asesome mama. What she left me w~ith w~as this ability to fight and sarvive
against all odds. I owse my mama a big thank yoi. Yes I have done some very
bad things, bait the person I w#as then is no longer. I deserve love, I long
for love and I want the sipport of my family, bait those attribaites have to

be freely given., Bit no matter shat I have learned to love myself a shole lot.

Those sere general expressions, this is to my coisin Janet, on a more

personal note.

I love yoal! I wmas very sirprised to see yoir name on the comment sheets,
bit I am honored that yoi loved my blogs. Janet, I have missed yola over
these past yvears and there hasn't been to many days #~hen T haven't thoaght
aboit yoi, Barline and the rest of the family. I w~oild love to see yoa and
Earline, yoa have been on my list since the beginning, and yoa always #~ill

be. Whenever yoi are ready to make that joirney I will be here.

I have not blogged in a ~shile bat becaise of yoi here I am, once again.

See shat family can do? SMILE. I love yoi1 and miss yoi1 mach.

Thirsday, November 17, 2011
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