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FROM: Francis Soffen TO: ALL MEDIA OUTLETS
MCI Shirley =
P.O. Bex 1218
Shirley, MA
01464-1218

Re: DENIAL OF COMPASSIQONATE/MEDICAL PAROLE

ON JANUARY 9, 2011, THE MASSACHUSETTS PAROLE BOARD CHOSE TO DENY
PAROLE RELEASE TO FRANCIS SOFFEN, WHO IS FULLY MEDICALLY INCAPACITATED.
THE PAROLE BOARD COMPLETELY IGNORED THE FACT THAT SOFFEN IN FULLY AND
MOST DEBILITATIVELY INCAPACITATED AND HANDLED HIS PAROLE HEARING AS IF
IT WAS EFFORT TOWARD PAROLE ON THE MERITS. THIS FOCUS SWITCHING TACTIC
APPEARED TO BE A MEDIA PLOY ENGAGED IN UNDER THE PRESSURE OF THE PUBLIC
ANIMUS IN THE WAKE OF THE KILLING OF A WOBURN POLICE OFFICER BY A PAROLED
PRISONER. SOFFEN NO LONGERS POSES ANY THREAT TO THE PUBLIC, IS TOTALLY
WHEELCHAIR BOUND, AND SUFFERS FROM NUMEROUS CHRONIC ILLNESSES.

FRANCIS SOFFEN IS 72 YEARS OLD AND CAME INTO PRISON IN 1972. HE HAS
BEEN ELIGIBLE FOR RELEASE SINCE 1987. HE IS CONFINED TO AN OBSERVATION
BUBBLE IN THE HOSPITAL UNIT AT THE STATE PRISON IN SHIRLEY, MASSACHUSETTS.
DUE TO SOFFEN LEVEL OF DEBILITATION HE GARNERED QUITE OF BIT OF COMMUNITY
SUPPORT TOWARD HIS MEDICAL RELEASE. REVEREND JASON LYDON, PASTOR OF THE
COMMUNITY CHURCH OF BOSTON, TESTIFIED AT FRANK'S MOST RECENT PAROLE HEARING
SPEAKING TO THE CONCEPT THAT COMPASSIONATE RELEASE OF MEN LIKE FRANK WORKS
TO ENHANCE PUBLIC SAFETY AND STRENGTHEN COMMUNITIES.

THE AGING FRISONER POPULATION IS A CURRENT NATIONAL CRISIS. THE NUMBER
OF PRISONERS 65 AND OLDER INCREASED 63% FROM 2007 TO 2010. THE TOTAL PRISON
POPULATION ONLY ROSE 0.7% DURING THAT SAME PERIOD. THE COSTS TO CARE FOR
THESE AGING PRISONERS IN THE PRISON ENVIRONMENT IS ASTRONOMICAL DUE TO
ASSOCIATED SECURITY COSTS AND THE NEED TO REFER PRISONERS TO EXPENSIVE
OUTSIDE HOSPITALS FOR PROCEDURES THAT COULD BE HANDLED IN MANAGED CARE
ENVIRONMENTS WITH A PERCENTAGE OF RELEASED PRISONERS BEING COVERED BY
HEALTH INSURANCE, DEFERING THE HIGH COST OF THIS CURRENT SYSTEM OF CARE
FEOM THE BACEKS OF THE TAXPAYER.

THE BOTTOM LINE IS THAT FRANCIS SOFFEN SHOULD NO LONGER BE INCARCERATED.
CONTINUING TO KEEP HIM BEHIND BARS DOES NOTHING TO SERVE THE WELFARE OF
SOCIETY. FRANK WOULD LIKE TO SHARE HIS STORY WITH YOU. PLEASE COME TO THE
PRISON TO INTERVIEW HIM. SEE FOR YOURSELF THE FOLLY OF THE PAROLE BOARD'S
RECENT "POLITICAL" DECISION TO DENY HIM RELEASE. FRANK'S COMPELLING STORY

NEEDS TO BE TOLD.
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