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Starvation Death Of Sikh Prisoner For $1 Millien

he California Depariment of
Correclions and Rehabilitauon
(CDOCT ) settied & iawsul proughl by the

v Marvin Menor

write-ups for thess maidents, In November

2001, he was beater: by prisoner MeCuff

vepslarian dist. bul nont wis praviged
[.\ n Singh's appellate lawver's reguest

a cellmate who had 8 nsitory n.“'_;msmthia}g_

{or Ll‘ll'l ﬂlﬂq Wis 1enored,

survivors of & Sikh prisoner who died of

other cellmates. Ye! knowing thus, SATF

starvation ai Corcoran State Prison’s Sub-
stance Abuse Treatment Facility (SATF).
The devout, non- Enghish-speaking
prisoner was continually sadisucally mis-
treated by SATF saff, who "ipgnored” hns
requests for a religious vegelarian disl,
wook away his religious books, and failed
to treal his dechming medical condition
- in measured part by stafl’s ignoran!

hate-molivaied denlgralion of him as an

“Islamic terrorst.”
!Wa T4-vear-old native of
India who only spoke Pumjab, was 2 priest
n the Sikh relimon. His strict rehgious
distary laws jorbade eating meal or eges
or any food that was on the same plats as
mezat. He wore the traditional turban and
beard and never cut his hair, Incarcerated for
child molestation in 2001, disabled and in &
wheelchair from a deformed foot, Singh was
appropriately housed in protective custody:
But as i1 turned out. that housing did not
protect him from other prisoners or from
abusive stafl. Singh was initially perceived
as respectiul and gentle by other prisoners,
always keeping himsell neat and clean,
But throughout his stay at SATE, he

was denied constitutional medical care,

ental care, mental health care, medication

.and treatment that he needed. Worse vet,

he was the target of physical abuse, eider

abuse and harassment bﬁ sta;!, Of greatest
CONCEIN 10 oingh was ihe aenial to him
of his right to a relipious vepetasian diet.
CGruards hterally interfered with his efforts

stafl put McCufl in with Singh, who was

disabled and weiehed oniy 110 Ibs.

Later that month. i1 was observed thal
Singh needed 10 be m a medical facility
because he could not properly care jor
himszll. In December 2001, he was placed
in Corcoran’s psychiatric center due to
his depression and malnutrinon. After
only six davs, he was released and recom-
mended for a general dizt. but no dairy,
He was on swicide watch later that month,
whereafter he was placed on CCCMS
{menlal case) status,

In sarly January 2002, stafl’ was toid
that Singh had not zaten for four days

Later that m:}nth,‘ uard Wilson violentl
forced Singh into a shower, He went Ear:%

to the psyeh unit then. A month later,
afer solely igwid diet, he was dischareed
back into the general population, with no
plan for treaumant. All this ime he had no
communication with anvone because no
translator was provided.

Following denial of his legal mail,
visits and hearings in March 2002, he was
violently extracted from his cell by five
cuards, His religious books were taken.
Guard M. Rodriguez allegedly brutal-
ized and injured Singh. He was placed
n five- point restraints and examined by
psychiatrist Dr. Harvey Chuang - again

without an interpreter. Without so much

to be served only vegelables at meal times.
Singh consequently gradually lost weight,
causing lus general health and mental
health 1o deteriorate visibly. In addition,
his demures were broken, which impaired
ability to ealeven vegelables. During his
siay al SATF, he never had a dental exami-
nation nor were lus dentures repaired.
“Misery” 15 the best descriptor of

Singh's exisience at SATF In October
2001, he was put in the hole because he
had defecated on himsell and refused to
wash - an event that repeated n future
months as his mental health declined.
He was never provided an interpreter or
translation of CDCR rules Lo deflend his

as speaking to Singh, Dr. Chuang diag-
nosed him as paranoid schizophrenic and
delusional.

In June 2002, he went to the emer-
gency room because he had not eaten in
three days. Dir. Deering was aware of this,
but did nothing to aid Singh, who was
obviously gravely ill from mainutrition.
In October, Singh’s letter (in Punjab) re-
questing a mental evaluation resulted in
one a month later by Dr. Roston. Again,
Singh was given no vegetanan diet or
denture repairs.

By December, stafl concluded that
Singh was not climcally malnourished.
Although Dr., Ignani ordered a vegelanan
diet for him, 11 was never provided. At his
annual classification review in January
2003, he was apain recommended lor a

Eur Cctober 2005, Smgh was no longe
going Lo meals because stafl wouldn® jat
him wear has turban there He lost seven
pounds in one wesk. and a nurse reported
that he was “wasting away."” now sufferine
from anorcxia. Later thalt monti:, Smah
was seain beaten by a known violenteall-
mate who was moved in with him. Singh

showed his famly, when they visied him.
the bruises he suflered. He told his family
of guards who gave him his meal plae,
then kickad it away [rom hnum, calline him
"igm Laden. ™ Flis family was forcad 1o wal
often lor hours Lo see him, or was 1old
falsely that Singh had refused thewr visit.
Iie last spoke Lo them in November 2003,
when he told them he was dying.

In December 2003, @_Mnhmu_
wl]ifu]]y a]a;nmt:d Singh’s hand Ehe

medical assistant

ol to treat him. McEesson, who opanly

retaliated against any other prisoner who
bsfne.ndad Smﬂl1 -:Jfl:an r:ai]ed Singh g “Tali-

yin L ; ng

thereafter never Jeﬂ s cell and sluppf:{!
eating. Another pnisongr wrote an adminis-
trative appeal for lum, but this was rejected
by stafl on grounds that one prisoner may
not assist another. The prisoner Men’s Ad-
visory Council chairman reported theabuse
of Singh, but to no avail. By Decamber
20, guard Harsheld asked for psvehiatric
miervention because Singh had not eaien
or showered in 30 days. Psycholomst Up-
derwood visited Singh, but gave him no
treatment. On December 30, at his annual
review, Singh asked for {ollow-up on the
loss of his religious books and request fora
vegetarian diet. Nothing was done.

In January, guard Harlsneld again
reporied Singh's not having eaten for two
weeks, but doctors did nothing to aid his
condition. Fellow prisoners, fearing for
Singh's life, wrote state legislators, federal

civil tights organizations and Lhe Prison

Law Office but no aid came. On February

14, 2004, Singly was found non-responsive
on his cell floor and was taken to the hos-

pital where he died two days later {rom
starvation and cardiac arresy

Singh’s wife and children sued n 2003
in federal district court for wrongful death

and unconstiutional mistreatment. In
December 2007, CDCR agreed Lo settle all
clwms lor 31 million, without admitting
any wrongdoing, But 1t is hard o glean
{rom this record just what CDCR did that

‘December 2008

was right, Isl alone humane, 107 singh in

his three-vear spiral 1o death. [t s more
than ironic that Singh died [rom demal of
vegelables in an aencultural region thal
produces most of the nation’s vegelables
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Singh’s family was represenied by Fresno
attorneys Catherine Campbell. Carolyn
Phillips and Robert Navarro, See: kg v,
Steinberg, LS. D.C. (E.D. Cal.) Case No.
] 205~ c:u-{]-[}'-'TEi- OWW-Whw M
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