"PHONE JUSTICE’

Why is therne such AWE and SHOCK, in Prison Phone Rates? This practice, just
£ike many olhen practices of Depantiment of Cornections (DOC’s) around the
couniay, 44 Ly syslematic design. Huid this Lflame doesn't stop at the DOC’ 4
door, Lf is immensely monrne complex than that; LETS LOOK AT IT:

THE PHONE CORPANIES. vvvevievs

The phone compandies make tremendous amounts of money Ffrnom prison rhone rates,
and, Lii is usuafly one company for each state’s DOC’'s. That one phone company

has a monopofy oven the endine slate’s prison phone system.

Howevenr, can you tauly fault the phone companies for getiing that "money?”
This is a democratically efected goveanment, who's main principfe is fased

on praivate and free enteapradises CAPITALISA IS THE MODE OF THE DAY! So it is
the phone companies parerogative to baing money into thein cofferns. That is
how any company prospens, Luifds equity, is alfe to hine new empfoyees, pay
exisling employees, so, that, notl onfy are famifies alle to provide foa thediz
tamifies; butl the govearnmenil prospens thau taxation paid Ry that company.

Thal is Lhe amernican way.

So, again, are the phone companies the Lfame? Not for Leing taue to thein

natune and creed. Mysebff pernsonaliy, I say no! Then whom does that Ffeave to
Lo fe the fessen of all the evils, in this countay wide conspinacy.

Now Lets fook at the slale goveanments that pass fegisfation, that affows
Lhese slale slcatutes Lo fe enaciled. Why, affow these phone companies to act
40 baazen, change outrageous phone nates, and make exorbitant amounts of
money? OF COURSE YOU KNOW WHYIII!!

T) We'"rne paisonens-dufy conveted

2) The money
3) The money, Lthe money, the money..."What efse is there?
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Each state gels cobossald kick backs from the phone companies; LETS LOOK A7 IT7.
In the fMlay 20712, issue of PRISON LEGAL NEWS (PLN VOL 23 No. 5); thene is an
arnticle in Lthene titled, "Eighth Cincuit Affinms No Firnst Amendment Right fto

Lowen Prison Phone Rates”™.

"On Januany 21, 20712, a U.S5. District Count (Eighth Cincuit Count ), affinmed a
auling, that the Arkansas Depantment of Cornections (ADC), did not viocfate

prisonen’ s Finst Amendment Rights, ly changing expensive phone nates”

The ADC contracled thein phone services to Glolal Tel Link (G7L). lUnder the
ADC and G7L contract, the ADC gets a 45% "commission”™ on the income the phone

company receives from abld prisonen phone cafis,

There’s a 33.00 sunchange pfus 30,72 pern minute Ffon all focal calls,and a
$3.95 suncharnge pfus $0.45 per minute Fforn out of state calfs, ADC ZUeAage s

3 mibbion in "commissions” annually...32 million! I SAID, 32,000,000 miffion
doflars! CAN...YO0U...S54Y...CHU-CHINGI!I!!

AND, thai frings us to the next viflian in this £ittfe charade, AND, proflal by
the biggest viléian of them alf. THE COURTS!! They are the protectons of the
U.5. Constitution, yet, they are the ones that ciacumvent the faws and Ty
hold Lthese outfandish practices peapetrnated By the DOC's and the states. You
see I place no Lfame on the phone companies, to me, the main viéfians arze the
DOC’ s, state goveanments, and the justice system. They pass Laws that puts
undue financiaf strnain on oua Ffamifies, and I think viofote antitrust Fowas,

ALE these entities undesstand and know that paisoners have Few options when

it comes to communication with the outside wonfd:

1) Maié-Eetiens, cands, postcands
2) viALit s

3) phone cafis

Letier writing is By farn the cheapest foam of communication, and out of the

thaee Foams of commundication, the feast fiked. WHY?



Some peopfe just arnen’'t fLeltern wrilterns, and £Lots of people hate writing it is
not in thein DNA, OUL of the thnee, it is afso the hardest, to put your true
thoughts and expressions on papern, 40 peopfe just can’t do that. Like me,

I used to hate waiting. I was hoarnillfe al if, my speffing was hoarnilfe and my
penamnship was a eye sores But then I haeve leen down 76 péus yearns, and I wilk
telf you this, my penmanship 44 s1LE0E a eye sone, and I have 4 dictionanies

on my Bed now as I type this Llogs, The difference £s 44 that I know my options
arne extremely Eimited. I don't gel visits, I caff one penson, 40 alf I have

i4 communication thau the malif. I have come Lo Love my wailings, veany much

40, that I have fwo Bfog siles now. Now my gramman and puncltuation may not fe

English Lift mateniad, Buit, hey, it wonks for me.

Then thene’'s phone cafls, the second dest foam of communication with the out-
side wonkbd., To know that someone foves you enough to accept a coffect cal¥f
feels good, Lo e alfe Lo hear youn foved ones voice, to fe allfe Lo escape
this neality fon just a Litife Lil, is pricefesrss I is tauly kind of haad to
expness the traue depths of emolions that Fflow thau you, when you caff is
accepted., Because that penson on the other end has some vested interest in

you to wccept this codflect caflfl; that is going fto take money ouni theinr pockets
in these trying and tumubiuously financial times., It feefs good. Howeven, il
is By Ffan the most expensive out of the thaee, PER MAINUTE,

Now we come Lo the Crown Jewefl, of the three...VISITS! Visits ane the CREME
DE LA CREME, of the trio. You get fto visualfy see youn £Loved ones, touch thenm,
feed them; smelid them and taste them (get youn dinty minds out the guttenl),
there's no way to reafly explain norn express the sensalion you feeld from
seeding yourn Famify fon a few houns. The Love, joy, and sense of peace you

get from youn famifly, is priceless, undescanilalle...even if, just fon a few

hourns, that’s fLove.

However, visits can e few-and-farn-in-letween, as wellf as costby. Somelimes,
prisons ane hundreds of mifes from youa home and famify. The cost cssociated
with visits can hual Ffinanciafly. Mosl famifies don't have the money Lo
travel fike that, especially, with woak, schoof, efec, etc. So visits ane

extremely specialk.
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In Lhe same May 2072, dissue of PLN, Lthere's an aaticfe titéed, "Arnizona

DOC Makes Visitors Pay fon Prison fMlaintenance, Repains.” The Arizona DOC, is
making visitons pay a 325 fee fon Background checks. Background checks ane
done on anyone who wishes to visit someone al a prison. Howevear, what the
state of Anizona, is doing is changing 325 forn a service that is faee. Back-
ground checks don’'t cost the DOC a penny, yet, Anizona, is getting away with
this.,

This stunt could make peopfe refuctant do visit. A 325 Fee on top of aff the
othea pricefy cosl of visiling a paisonern, L.e., gas, outfandish vending
machine cost, Lthe costs of photos, end if you wish to come Lack the next day
the cosl of a holef room. Now a 325 sunchange on top of afé that! And, agaein,
they talk allout the Mifiteny Industrnial Complex-what alout the Prison

Industnial Complex!?! And they calf us caiminafbs!

That's why prisonens in Cafifoania, were smuggling in cefé phones, lUntié the
Californnia Depantment of Cornections and Rehalibitation (CDCR), stanted
instalfbling a Celf Phone Jamming System. This system Bfocks ceff phone
transmissions within the paison, Since it’s instabéation the CDCR has
intercepted ovea 4,000 cefé phone caffs, texis and intennel access attlempts.
Aés0, since, then prison phone cafés thau the "prison” have increased 64%,
Money thau phone cafls is Big fusiness and Lig money, Lthere's no way the
state L4 going to get cheated out of theirn propen chop. Nothing comes Letween
the DOC and thein money, editheal!

This affecls prisonens and thein famifies, in sevenaf ways; monetanily,
mentaffy, emolionafly and psychologically. To have Lthese excessively high
cost Ltacled on Lo phone cafifs can pul asunden you and youn fLoved ones. Becaus:

you want Lo Labk, yel, Lthe price i4 04 expensivel bhatl do you do?

We arne Qfessed here (If you can call it that) in Wisconsin, they "ONLY"
charge us 30.72 forn in state cafls and 30.78 Ffor outl of state calls., Theare
i4 no connecting Auachaage, Butl that just changed in the past yeaan on so.
ALE my calils arne intenstate, I have no famiby in the state of Wisconsin, but
I am 8fessed Lo have Sandra, in my £ife, on I would have nollody in my
coanern. And I fove taflhking Lo her, she Brightens up my uwsually FLonefy exist-
ance. Neventhebess, I tay not Lo call hea fto much, 35.40 adds up.



I have no clue how Lo even expaess how fo fLight Lthese phone rate changes,
especially, since Lthe slafe goveanments pass statule faws giving the DOC’ s
a thumbs up, and the powen to pufmugate thein on rufes and regufctions. And

the judiciaf system, Basicalfy rubllen stamps if.

So it is for paisonens and thein Ffamifies to negufate thein phone cafias,
Engage in mone Ffetten writing correspondence, thru the maif. I know it's hanrd
Lo hean youn fLoved one's voice is £ife sustadining., It is hand to be surnound-
ed daify Ly chaos and to le in such an uncanding envioanment. Yes, it ia
exinemefy, hand Lo siay off the phone, neverthefess, we "nust” Find a
renfect fafance, ounsefves., Because we will get no relief thau the states,
on, judicial syslem; and ourn famifies continue to fool the L.iff Ffor these

outrageous changes,

Manteze Harnis FT1675473
Waupun Correctional Institution
Post OfFfice Box 357

Waupun, Wisconsin
53963

Respectfufliy,

p—

ECC

Teze



