THE FOLLOWING IS AN EXCERPT FROM MY RBOOX - MY AMBITION AS A RIDAH: ONE MAN'S
STORY OF HOW PURSUING A STREET DREAM BECAME A NIGHTMARE REALITY

WHAT YOU'RE ABOUT TO READ IS NOT 4 WORK OF UIBAN FINTINN N3 4 GLORIFICATION
OF THAT LIFESTYLE. IT IS A WARNING. SOME OF TYS NAMES YAVE BEEY CHANGED TO
PROTECT THE IDENTITIES OF THE VICTIM'S AND PERPETRATIRS. BUT ALL TUE STORIES
TOLD HEREIN ARE TRUE,

PROLOGUR

ONE OF MY EARLIEST MEMORIES IS BSING LIKE SIX YEARS OLD PLAYING T-TALL.
Y TEAM WENT UNDEFEATED AND TO CELERRATS THE COACH TOOX US ALL TO GET
JAMBURGERS AND WS THEN WENT TO HIS HOME TN SWIM IN HIS POOL. T “iS TUE ONLY
BLACK XID ON THE TEAM, ONCE WE GOT TO 4IS HOUSE EVIRYONE CHANGED INTD THURIR
TRUNKS AND AS EVERYONE WLSE BEGAN TO JUMP IN THE POOL T REMEMBER STANDING
BACK, LOOXING AT THE POOL IN AMAZEMENT, I'D NEVER SAYW ONE TWEFORE. T DONT
THINX I'D EVEN SEEN ON% ON T.V.

TNE OF THE KINS HOTICED ME STANDING RBACK WATCUING AND 4B YELLED OUT
0 ME, "NEMETRICS AREN'T YOU GOING TO GET IN THYT POOL?" THEN IT SEEMED
ZVERYONE WAS LOOWING AT ME, SO I RN AND JUMPED IN MYSEL®. IT WAS ONLY WHEN
I BEGAN TO CHOXE ON THE WATER I WAS SWALLOWING THAT T REALIZED...I CANT SWIM!

I REMEMBER THE CHLORINE RURNING MY EYES, CHORING ON THE WATER AND SINTING
10 THE BOTTOM. THIS LADY NOTICED ME DROWNING AND JUMPED IN AND PULLED MET
OUT. ONCE OUT I WAS COUSHING UP TYE WATER I'D SWALLOWED AND SYE ASYED ME,
"YOU CANT SWIM?"

"™O."™ I ANSWERED,

"SO0 WHY DIN YOU JUMP IN?

"I SAW EVERYONS ELSE DO IT."

"BUT YOU CANT SWIM!"™ SHE EXCLATMED.

"YEAH, RBUT EVERYONE WAS LNOKING AT Mu."

LITTLE DID I ¥NOY, BUT THAT DESIRE TO FIT IN THAT ALMOST CNST ME MY
LIFE AT SIX, "DULD ONE DAY PLAY A PART IN MY TARING A LIPE, AND IV THE
PROCESS, COST ME MY FRERDOM,



CHAPTER 1: AROUND MY WAY

I'M FROM CHARLESTON, WMISSOURI. TITS 4 SMALL, ECONOMICALLY DEPRESSED,
RIURAL COMMOMITY IN THE SOUTHEASTERN PART A% THE STATE. GROWING UP IN THE
R0'S AND 90'S THE POPULATION WAS NEVER MORE THAN A LITTLE OVER 5,000 PEOPLE,
THE POPULATION WAS EQUALLY MIYED BETWEEN BLACKS AND WHITES. THERE WAS
OCCASIONAL RACIAL TENSIONS, RBUT ¥OR THE MOST PART, THERE WASN'T MUCH OVERT
RACISM THUAT I CAN TECALL WHMEN I WAS YOUNGER, WE ALL WENT TO THE SAME SCHOOLS
FROM ELEMENTARY THROUGH HIGH SCHOOL, 4ND PLAYED ON THE SAME SPORT TEAMS,
THAT'S WHERE THE COMMONALITY ENTED,

THE TOWN WAS PRETTY MUCH SEGREGATED, THERE WAS A DEFACTD 'WHITE AND BLACK
SINE OF TOWN. MOST OF THE BLACKS LIVED IN THE SECTION S PROJECT HOUSES RAN
RY TUE HOUSING AUTHORITY N2 IN THE HOUSES THAT SURROUNDED THEM,

IN OUR NREIGHRORHOONS THE STREETS WERE TNIRTY, POVERTY WAS RAMPANT AND
AS TONG AS T CAN REMEMBER THERE WERE GUYS STANDING ON THE CORNERS DRINKING,
OR JUST HYAMGING OUT. THERE WERE ALSH VERY ¥EYW TWO PARENT HOMES THAT I CAN
RECALL, IN FACT, I CAN COUNT THE PROPLE T XNEW WHNSE FATHER WAS IN THE HOME
ON MY HYANDS, THE SIGGEST EMPLAYERS WHRE THE RRIWN SHOE COMPANY AND GATES
RURBER COMPANY, THE BROWN SHOE COMPANY SHUT WOWN IN TYE RARLY 90'S AS THE
RUBBER COMPANY BEGAN T2 HAVE LAYOFFS, TNR MANY WHO WERE WORTUNATE ENOUGH
TO HAYE THOSE JOBS, THEIR ECONOMIC SECURITY BECAME MORE PRECARICUS AND MANY
BEGAN TO HUSTLE IN THE STREETS,

AS YOU GOT INTO THE WMITE SINE OF TOWN EVERYTHING WAS DIFFERENT. THERE
WERE N0 SECTION 8 HOUSES, DIRTY STREETS, MEN HANGING ON CORNERS, HIGH
UNEMPLOYMENT, 0% MANY SINGLE PARENT 4YOMES, THE FURTHER YDOU WENT INTO THAT
SINE NP TN, TIR HOMRES 40T LARGER ANT LARGER, THOUGH THE POPULATION WAS
RQUALLY MIXED THE SOCIAL, POLITICAL, AND ECONOMIC POWER WAS DISPROPORTIONATELY
DISTRIBUTED T4 THEIR SIDE,

IN MY NEIGHRORYOON ALNT OF FAMILIRS HAD TIES TO CHICAGD AND FAMILY
MEMRERS WOULD OFTEN COME NOWN TO VISIT. AS THE 90'S APPROACHED THE EPINEMIC
OF CRACK COCAINE AND GANG VIOLENCE THAT SATURATED MATOR CITIES LIKE CHICAGO,
MANE ITS WAY TO CHARLESTON INFECTING GENERATIONS TO COME AND ALTERING THE
CULTURE OF THE NEIGHBORYOOD, TOR ME AND MANY OF MY FRIENDS, THIS NEW CULTURE
WOULD TOREVER CHANGE NUR PERCEPTIONS OF NURSELVES AND THE WORLD YE LIVED
IN, AS WELL AS THE ASPIRATIONS WE'D ADHERE TO.



CHAPTER 2: IN THE FOOTSTRPS OF MY 3R0TYERS

I'M THE MIDDLE OF SEVEN CHILDREN, TYE TYID OF ™UR 39YS. I WAS S4TSED
Y A SINGLE MOTHER. MY MOM ALVAYS WORUED HARD TO PROVIDE 702 ME AND MY
BROTHERS AND SISTERS. SHE MADE SURE THAT SYS ¥EPT A JO% RATYER THAN DRAW
A WELFARE CHECX TO PROVIDE FOR US, T WATCHSD AS SHE CAME YOMS TIRED EVIRYDAY
AND THEN WAD TO DEAL YITH A WOUSE FULL OF CHILDREN. SHE NEVER COMPLATNED
ABOUT IT NO MATTSR WHAT TROUBLE ME AND MY B20THS2S O0T INTD, WHETHER AT SCHOOL
OR WITH POLICE, SHE WAS ALWAYS THERE PR TS,

I HAVE THO OLDER BROTHERS WO INFLUENCED ME ALOT COMING UP. MY OLDEST
BROTHER, MONTIA, TS BISYT YEARS OLMER THAN ME AND WAS ALWAYS INTO TROURLE.
HE STARTED CETTING WICKED OUT OF SCHODL AT A VERY YNUNG AGE AS WELL AS GOT
INTO TROUBLE WITH THS LAW. "E AS TN¥ AND OUT 0% G20UP HOMES ™R DELINQUENT
JUVENILES. HE WAS LOCKED UP SO MUCY THAT HE WAS 1IN NONE OF THS FAMILY
PORTRAITS THAT DECORATED THE WALLS 0OF OUR HOME, 98 WOULD EVENTUALLY SRADVATE
FROM THE DIFFERENT JUVENILE FACTLITIES TO JAILS, AND THEN PRISONS, T REMEMBER
I WOULD OFTEN G0 WITH MY “OTYER 0 VISIT 4IM WHENEVER 48 WAS IN A GROUP HOME.
AND WHEN HE WAS HOME, ME ALWAYS GOT INTO ONE TYING OR ANOTHER. MY MOM COULDN'T
CONTROL HIM SO 45 DT) WHAT 4YE WANTED,

TAY WAS A 6D, GANSGSTER DISCIPLE, AND BEGIVNING AT AROUND EIGHT YRARS
OLD HE WOULD ALWAYS TEACH ME AND MY LITTLE RROTHER TUE GANG LITSRATURE AND
104 T TAROW UP THE DIFFERSNT SIGNS. HE'D MAKE SURE THAT WE TNEW THE LAVS,
CREED, AND COBES OF THE GANG, AT TR TIME WE DIDN'T REALLY YNDERSTAND WHAT
WE WERE LEARNING, ONLY THAT IT SEEMED IMPORTANT TO HIM THAT WE 10 S9. HE'M
OFTEN SEEM PROUD OF US WMENEVER WE RECITED THE OREED OR LAWS FOR HTM AND
IS FRIENDS, HE'D WAXE US IN THE MIDDLE OF TS NIGHT AND HIS FRIZNNS WOULD
BE AROUND AND HE'D TELL US T SAY THE CREED, THT 15 LAWS, OR T0 S04 THEM
H0W WE STACY THE GANG SIGNS.

HE WOULD QUIZ US ON IT. WHENEVER YE SYOWED THAT WE VEY IT 4E'D D9 THE
GANS HANDSHAKE WITH US AND WS'M THEN SHAXE HANDS WITH YIS FRIENDS. T REMEMRER
IS PARTNERS USED TO SAY STUFF LIXT "TYEM LIL NISGAS ARE OV POINT" 0% "Y0u'3Em
RAISING THEM RIGHT." TO CELERRATE OUR UNOWING THY LITERATURE HR'D PASS 1S
\ BEER AND TELL US T0 NRINK IT NR JUST SMILE AT US AS IT HE WERE PR0UD. IT
MADE ME FEEL G0OD TN HAVE HIS APPROVAL.

[ RMEMBER ONE TIME I GOT INTO AN ARGUMENT WITH THESE T90 BROTHERS,



BARY CHARLES AND TERRANCE, THEY WANTED TO FIGHT ME AND I TOOY OFF RUNNING.
THEY CHASED ME HOME AND ONCE T RAY INTD THR FRONT YARD T SAW TAY SITTING
ON THE PORCH,

"MAT ARE YOU RUNHING FOR?" HE ASKED ME,

AS SOON AS YE ASKED ME, THEY RAN INTD THE YARD AFTER ME, BUT SAW MY
gROTHER AND FROZE,

PTYEYTRE TRYING TD BEAT ME UP!I™ I TOLD 4IM AND HE WAS IMMEDIATELY ANGRY.

"NIOGA WHAT YOU RUNNING FOR? ¥NY EITYER BEAT THEIR ASS O I'™ GOING
TO BEAT YOUR ASS!™

I DIDN'T WANT TO FISHT THRM BUT NEITHER DID T WANT YIM TO HEAT MY ASS.
I FOUGHT THMEM B0TH ONE AT A TIME AND WON. I WAS SO PROUD OF MYSELF AND THOUGHT
4E WOULD BE AS WELL, BUT HF %WAS PISSED THAT I'D R4N IN THE FIRST BACE. HE
TOOY ME INTO THE HOUSE AND BEAT MY ASS ANYWAY,

"NIGGA I BETTER NOT EVER 9YEAR ASQUT YOU RWNING FROM ND MOTHAFUCKA AGATN!
IF A MOTHAFUCKA IS TOO RIS NY ITS MORE THAN ONE OF THEM PICK SOMETHING UP
AND BUST THEIR HEANS, RUT I AINT RAISING ND SOFT MOTHAFUCEAS!™

I NEVER ¥ORGOT THAT AND IT WASN'T LONG REFIRE I'D HAYVE TO PUT HIS WORDS
T 1SE., A SYIRT TIME LATER MY MOM SENT MR TO THE STORE TO GET HER SOME
ATOARETTES AND I HAD TO WALX THUROUGY THE PROJECTS TO GET THERE., IT WAS ALOT
OF QUYS OUT THMERE SLIGHTLY NLNER THAN ME AYD TYEY YUSED TD ALWAYS TALK SHIT
T0 ME. I WAS SCARY AT THUE TIME AND WOULD ONLY FIGHT IF PUSHED, A PERSON COULD
SAY ANYTHING TO ME A¥D I'D IGNORE IT, 50 WHEN I WALKED THROUGH AND THE GUYS
STARTED TALXING SHIT TO MT I JUST ¥EPT WALKING., ON THE WAY BACY THROUGH THEY
NOTICED ME WITH CIGARETTES AND MY MOM'S CHANGE AND A FEY OF THEM APPROACHED

"OIVE US TUEM CICARETTES AND THAT MONRY." ONE OF THE GIIYS NAMED LON-
LOY SAID.

"MAN THIS IS MY MAMA'S STUFF." I TOLD HIM.

"I DONT CARE W4O'S IT IS, GIVE IT TO ME OR I'M GOING TD BEAT YOUR ASS."

T JUST IGNORED HIM AND YEPT WALXING AND THE NEXT THING I XNEW HE'D SNUCK
UP ®ROM BREYIND AND TRIPPED ME CAISING ME TO TP SOME OF THE MONEY.

"TAKE YOUR PINY ASS YOME." HE TOLD ME,

I YNEW I COULDN'T G0 HOME WITHOUT MY MAMA'S MONEY, NOT OWLY WOULD IT
HAVE BEEN EMBARRASSING, IT WOULD HAVE LED TO ME SGETTING MY ASS WHIPPED, IT
WAS THEN I NOTICED THAT I'D PALLEN NN A SMALL RRANCH ABOUT THREE FEET LOWG.
MY BINTUER'S WORDS TELLING ME TO PICK UP SOMETHING "MEN FIGHTING SOMEONE



BIGGER CAME TO MIND, I GOT U AND JUST STARTED SMACKING LOW-LON WITH THE
BRANCH, TE STARTED CRYING, DROPPED THE MOWEY AND JAN. 1 PICKED IT UP AND
HURRIED HOME MYSELF THINXING HE'S GOING TO TELL YIS ™MOW AND I™ STILL GOING
TO GET THAT 4SS WHIPPING! T GUESS HE NIDN'T TELL HIS MOM BECAUSE NOTHING
CAME OF IT BUT T WAS NOW WORRIED AROUT THE NEXT TIME MY MOM SENT ME TO THE
STORE. I 9AD NO NEED TO WORRY THOUGH, BECAUSE THE NEXT TIME I SAW LON-LON
HE WAS SO NICE TO ME, AS IF NOTHING 9AD EVER HAPPENED. T THINYK THAT WAS THE
FIRST TIME I NOTICED THE AYFFECT THAT VIOLENCE HAS ON OTHER PEOPLE. LON-LOW
AN THE GUYS WHO WERE WITH HIM WENT WROM ZONSTANTLY BERATING ME TO BEING
NICE, TEACYING ME A LESSON I WOULDN'T SOON FPORGET.

EVEN WHEN TAY WASH'T ARDUND, WHENEVER I WAS NUT AND S5AW ONE OF YIS
FRIENDS THEY'D CALL ME "LIL MONTIA" AND WOULD COME SHAXE MY YAND, I WAS ALWAYS
PROUD WHENEVER THEY'D RECOGNIZE ME AND HOLLER AT ME., THEY'D ALSDO SAY STUFF
LI¥E, "LIL MONTIA, LETS G0 %08 A STORE, LET'S GO RO A& BANKI™ I'D ALWAYS
TELL THEM "COME ON." THEY'D LAUST AND TELL ME ITS GOOD THAT I SOT HEART AND
THAT I WAS JUST LIKE MY RROTHER, TOWN FOR WHATEVER,

IN MY MIND THAT WAS LIKE THE HISHEST COMPLIMENT TO ME, AND WO MATTER
WHAT THEY'D SUGGEST WE G0 70, I'D ALWAYS TELL THEM TO COME O¥, I'D ALWAYS
LET THEM THOW THAT I WAS DOWN. SOMETIMES THEY'D SEE ME AND AST ME IF I NEEDED
ANY MONEY OR ANYTHING, IF I TOLD THEM I NEEDED SOMETHING THEY'D GET ME
WHATEVER IT WAS OR PUT A FEW DOLLARS IN MY POCKET.

EVERYONE DIDN'T LIXE TAY. I'D HAVE SOME GUYS WD WERE HIS ENEMIES FROM
A RIVAL GANG, VICE LORD, SEE ME AND TALY SHIT AROUT HIM, THEY'D TELL ME HOW
THEY WERE GOINC TO FUCKX HIM UP WHENEVER THEY SAW HIM OR SOMETHING LIXKE THAT.
I'D ALWAYS TELL THEM THAT THEY WENEN'T 0GOING TO DO SHIT TO HIM. BUT EVEN
HIS RIVALS WOULD INOX OUT TOR ME,

THESE SAME 2UYS WD DIW'T LIXE TAY "WOULD SUY ME STUFF OR GIVE ME MOHEY,
IT TAUGHT ME, EVEN IF THEY PIDN'T LIXE YIM, THEY RESPECTER HIS GANGSTA SWAG
AND WOULD LOOK OUT FOR ME BASED ON THAT GRUDGING RESPECT. THEY T00, WOULD
ALWAYS SUSGEST TYUAT T GO WITH THEM AND COMMIT ONE CRIME OR ANOTHER, T'D ALWAYS
AGREE TO DO SO, AND THEY'D LAUGH AND ALSO TELL ME HOW DOWN I WAS, TT ALWAYS

FELT GOOD TO GET THAT ATTENTION FROM THE OLDER GUYS, AND TO SEEMINGLY HAYE
THEIR ACCEPTANCE, IT WAS DUE TO THE RESPECT THEY 4HAD TOR TAY 4&ND I LOOXED
UP TO HIM BECAUSE OF THE LEVEL 9F RESPECT 4YE RECEIVED FROM YIS PEERS,

M OTHER OLDER BROTHER CARLDS, IS SIXI YRARS OLDER THAN ME AND YE WAS
THE EXACT OPPOSITE OF TAY. LOS WAS ALWAYS ARDQUND, NEVER GOT INTO ANY TROUBLE



AT SCHOOL OR WITH THE POLICE, AND WAS THE LOCAL BASKETRALL STAR. COMING UP
ME AN LOS WERE VERY <TLNSE,

I REMEMBER WE'D WRESTLE ALLTHE TIME FOR A4 "4ORLD THAMPIONSYIP RELT"
THAT WE'D MANE OUT OF A LARGE BROWN PAPER BAG, YE'D OFTEN LET ME SLAM HIM
TO THE GROUND AND PEN HIM AND I'M GET TD WEAR THE CHAMPIONSHIP BELT. I ALWAYS
KNEW HE WAS LETTING ME WIN, BUT IT STILL FELT 409D YAVING THAT BELT AROUND
MY WATST.

WHEREAS TAY WOULD ENCOURAGE AND PRAISE NEGATIVE BEHAVINR, LOS WOULD
CONDEMN AND PUNISH ME POR IT. "MENEVER I SAW TAY'S FRIENDS I'D DO ANYTHING,
BUT WHEN I SAW LOS' FRIENDS I WNEW TO BE ON MY REST SEMAYIOR RECATUSE THEY'D
TELL HIM ASQUT ME DOING ANYTYING I SHNULAN'T BE DOING, SO I YAD TO REICN
IN ANY NEGATIVE REHAVIOR WHENEVER HE NR HIS WRIENDS WERE AROUND,

LOS WOULD OFTEN ENCOURAGE ME TN PARTICIPATE IN SPORTS. HME'D ALSH
ENCOURAGE ME TO D0 WELL AT SCHOOL AND TO STAY OUT NF TI0UBLE. HE'D ALWAYS
TALK ABOUT COLLEGE AND TELL ME THAT WAS YIS WAY OUT OF THE HOOD AND SUSGEST
THAT IT COULD BE THE SAME FOR ME., I WAS ALWAYS PROUN OF HIM AND “OW WELL
HE WAS DOING IN BASYETRALL AND WENT TN AS MANY GAMES AS T COULD, WHEN I WAS
YOUNGER HE WAS MY SBEST WRIEND AND AT THE S4ME TIME THAT T LOOKED UP T TAY,
I ALSO LOOKED UP TO IM. OBVIOUSLY, ¥OR DIFFERENT REASONS. I NEVER IMASINED
IN MY WILDEST DREAMS THAT A TIME WOULD ONME WERE NAT ONLY WOULD I NO LONGE!
LOOK UP TO EITHER OF MY BROTHERS, BUT I'™ WANT TO ¥ILL THEM BOTH,



