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PARDON ME, MR. PRESIDENT

A it is an historical wonder in itself that the first African-~American
President of the United States was sworn in for your second term in office on
the same day this grest nation celebrated Martin Luther King, Jr's bicthdav. Cn
the gaccle of blinking television screens in prisoms across the State of
Permsylvaniz~- we were dazzled by the pageantry, the throngs of people, gorgeous
Beyonce's powerful rendition of "The Nationsl Anthem,” the parade, and the
inaupural parties, & sence of pride carried on gushing waves of emotion swept
through the cell block.After all, prisoners alsc ureed our femilies and iriends
and loved ones to go te the polls in November-and cne million more new
registered African-American voters in Philadelphia county alone is what put vou
wey over the top in Permsylvania, Mr. President.

And so imasine the ccllective shock we felt lesrning the recent mews that your
owvn pardons Attormey, Roneld Redgers, purposely withheld vital information that
should have led to the release of Clavence Asron, en Africsn~American priscner
sentenced to Life-Without-Farcle fer a drug offense in 1963, A promising
college student, Aeron wes just 24 years old, but like countless misguided young
black men in the wilderness of MNorth America-got caught up in the drug game.
Perhaps the mitigating factors of his age, neivete,and the fact that this was a
fFiret-time non-violent offender was what moved President George W. Bush to ask
his Justice Department to look at young Azron's pardon petition in 2007. The
U.S. Attorney esreed to a significart centence reduction that would have made
him eligible for release in 2014, Aarcn's sentencing judge went a little
further: recormending "immediate comatztion.'” Then all Renald Rogers had to do
was forward this information to your desk, Mr. President. Instesd, he twisted
the language of the U.S. Attorney's sound legal reasoning and totally distorted
and misrepresented the judge's recommendation in the report demying Aaron's

pardon.

Clearly, this lawyer does not represent the values of your administration.
Rather, Rodgers' views reflecte the height of conservatism that took root in the
late 70's. The federalists' society mandarins who vocifercusly guard the
alarmingly high rote of comvictions by prosecutors. The loyal disciples of &
patriarchal white-male dominated judiziary.In an ice cold heart that knows no
mercy, this mecle, viciocus, traitorous saboteur saw absolutely no redeemable
qualities in Clarence Aaron or the thousands of other pardon petitions he
trashed, purged, obliterated,

Pardon me, Mr. President, but during your campaign for reelection~didn't vou
promise to move this country, "Forward?' Thie is certainly mot the evolution of
the young idealistic Constituticnal Schelar at the University of Chicago, where
you taught a seminar course entitled "Current issues in racism and the Law." For
the sake of brevity, I will not list the plethora of books and essays on race
you assigned to your students.And this we also know: as a young Illinois
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Semator, your views vere not antithetical to the pain, and strugele of

{soners. You sponsorec s cuniper of bille, wooked acyoss the aisle with then
Reputlicen Covernor George dyan, wnich led to the akclizion of Capital
Punishment in the State oL iilivods. The preaidentiesl wistorians often conmpare
you ti Ahgahan Lincoln, who spoke of “Appealing to the Petter Angels of out
nature.” At the Linccln lienoclal, sculd you ses the tears flowing down his long,
war-weary face bearing that you have the lcwest pardon rate of 2oy mOGETn
presidert?

We watcherd, speilbound, & you took the oath of office, The crowd sat
rapturously listening fo the brilliant ovatory of your speech that resoLmaed

[

with the beautiful prophetic ducu of King and the hapaful negnise of Lincoln.

And Mr. President, well we knuw biow imch you love cft-raveating the poweriul
vords of Martis Lither Yins, Tr.. who said, "The arc of the moral univeise is
long, but it bends towards Justice.

Anc £o when the majestic coown of your legacy is Aisvlayed for historical
examination, let it be said Lnat you aic, irdeed, carc atout the least anone us,
that you pardomed the prisoners, anc set tie captives free.

Corlont Reginale Sinclatr Lawis, 2083



