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Death sentences tossed;
judge cites jurors’ race

By Michael Biesecker
Associated Press

FAYETTEVILLE,M.C. = A
North Carolina judge
Thursday commuted
the death sentences of
three convicted killers,
including two who killed

to life in prison without
the possibility of parole
after ruling that race

layed an unjust role in
jury selection at their
trials.

Cumberland County
Superior Court Judge
Gregory A. Weeks based
his ruling on evidence
presented over four

weeks of hearings that he “

says-shﬂweﬂ prosecutors
‘in each case madea con-
certed eﬂ'nrt reﬂuce the—

their sentem:es com-
were among the
must notorious killers on
orth Carolina’s death
o had Killed |;
enforcement officers.
Family members of the

uniformed police officers
packed the courtroom.
Before Weeks could finish
issuing his ruling, the
brother of a murdered
state trooper stood up
and yelled an expletive at
the judge.
=

he Republican-con-
trolled Legislature tl
scaled back the state’s

based pnm,arll:-.r on the
words and deeds of the
prosecutors involved in
these cases,” Weeks, who
| is black, said from the
bench. “Despite protes-
tations to the contrary,
their words, their deeds,
speak miumes

The cases involve con-

victed murderers Chris-
tina “Queen” Walters,
Tilmon Golphin and
Quintel Augustine. Ear-
lier this year, Marcus Rey-
mond Robinson became
the first to have his sen-
tence commuted to life
without parole under the
provisions of the land-
mark 2009 law.

Walters is a Lumbee
Indian. Augustine and

.Gnlphln are black.

Walters was the leader
of a Fayetteville street.
gang convicted of killing
two women and shooting
another dunng an initia-
tion ritual in 1998.

Augustine was con-

‘victed of killing Fayette-

ville police Officer Roy
Turner Jr. in November
2001.

Golphin killed N.C.
Highway Patrol Treoper
Ed Lowry and Cumber-
land County sheriff's
Deputy David Hathcock
during a traffic stop in
September 1997. Gol-
phin’s younger brother .
is also serving a life sen-
tence for the homicides.




