FAMILY V. BELATIVES

There are sam experionces in life that will mlee you cvaluate how you view things. Incarceration
obvicusly has placed such 8 permenent inpression cn my mind that T'11 pever think as T once Jid. Loses,
pain and caturity contributes as well to re amalyzing everytiing to mnute details, Prison robs you
of the luxury of saldng mistales or having bad judzment. A free persun may ke 2 mistake and it will
be detenmine! to be just that, however if a prisoner mies a imstake its categorized as a patter.
I tell people that I vsed all gy sdstales up prior to comdng te prison. Now I have to strive to live
life as close to perfection as iwmanly possible. liowever my recent evaluation lad nothing to do with
iy dodng. I was conpletely huabded by all of you who've signed petitions and hrousht shirts supporting
Gy release, The muwbers Dogeled ay mifnd and touched wy heart sincerely. I thak all of you and I'1l
forever live ay life honoring your lelief in ae deserving ay freelon, “What alse inspired much thought
was the petitions noticeably aissing, I had to ponder on the recson and question what haven't T done
thus far that would sncouragze support. The answer T canle up with was its not about eer as iuch as its
“about what category people place ne in. T roalize now T was leing preswiptuous in sy thinking when
I was included soce people, in oy camaign for frosdon. I did this predicated strictly oo thens being
relatives, unce I storted categorizing the relationships I shared with some of these peopls, I
concluded there is a distinct differonce botween FAMILY and RELATIVES! I ‘quw this concept  seens
foreizn to wany of you but bere with ue for & ndnute. A relative is znybaly who is related to you
by Blood er affinity/iarriage. There is no othar factor that could sele a verson a relative, Fadly
taies on & auch stroager and deepor seaning, Yes, sowe relatives can also be your Fandly but pone
for se is the notica tlet =1l relatives are your fzidly. That form of thin'dng would mlersine all
of you who support me. My faadly has srowm sxponentially. Fawily cbviously refers to those thet share
your bleod, however the true binding EBctor is bedng united by certain convictions and common
affiliations, This is why we cn feel so closs to friends and mates we choose to be in our lives over
relatives that «= had no say in the uatter, Please don't take this as an indictzent on all relatives,
to the cotrary its & call to appreciate and celshrate the relatives that fulfill the requiresents
of being fardly as well, Tive and inl: precludes ae froe listing those of you whe I know are oy farnily,
respect for oy Crandiother prevents ve from saying anything about those I now 'mow only as relatives.
S always said, "I you can't say amything good don't say anything ot all.," This revelstion lesves
per forever silent on thet topic.

To these who I love T say ancthor year has disappeared leaving all te wonder about twelve months of
provious affaivs, Adding up accamplishuents aml noting what was left undene, Celebrating births and
sourming the paseing of loved cnes. Finding confort in ietories as they keed us sacurad to our pesk,
wiile Iighting sore tioughts as certain peins forever last, The beginning of the year is a starting
polnt to do things differont, prepare yowrself for a change. Mo satter how pood your bhougnt last

year was its foolish not wanting to broaden your runge. Push yourself and T zive you my wond I'11



