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Terri Herbert shoots during a Girl and a Gun Women's
Shooting League class at Atwell's FIrthanan in Paines-
ville, Ohig, on Jan. 25, wickasLF MEELRO'Y / THE NEW YORK TIMES

Women'in U.S.
are growing face
of gun ownersh ip

By Erica Goode
Mew York Times

PAINESVILLE, OHIO — Mary
Ann Froebe stood, feet
apart and knees slightly
‘bent, and aimed the .22
calil;-er Ruger semi-auto-
matic.

“You've got some adren-
aline running through vou
right now,” said Esther
Beris, coordinator of the
northeastern Ohio chapter
of A Girl and a Gun Wom-
en’s Shooting League. “It's
OK, justrelax.”

Froebe, 42, a small-busi-
ness owner who described
herselfas a “virgin gun
shooter,” concentrated
and pulled the trigger.

“It was awesome,” she
said, her face flushed,
after emptying the 10-
round magazine. “The
sense of control, of being
in charge of me.”

In the national debate
about firearms regula-
tion, the voices of gun
owners have largely been
those of men. But at firing
ranges across the country,
a growing number of
women are learning to
use firearms or honing
‘heir existing skills.

Women'’s participa-
ion in shooting sports has

urged in the past decade,
ncreasing %..5 percent for
irget shooting from 2001
3 2011 - to just more than
million women from 3.3
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million women —and by
41.8 percent for hunting,
according to the National
Sporting Goods Association.
Gun sales to women

have risen in concert.

In a 2012 survey by the
National Shooting Sports
Foundation, 73 percent

of gun dealers said the' *
number of their fer
customers had gtme u
2011, as did a majority.
retallers 5urve;.red in ttl_ )
two previous vears. o,

And manufacturers | |

‘have increasingly geared ¥*
advertising toward

women, marketing spe-

cial firearms models with
smaller frames, custom |
colors — pink is a favorite

- an{lgﬂt&&&unes like the

: sal.\gnkfss leather “con- |
aled carry” handbag |

offered by Cobra Flreanns

c clubs |
have also ww -
nut]gﬁlmsma]l towns like '
here in Painesville, but in
Houston, Atlanta ami even '
New York Gity, where a ;
women’s gun club meets. 45
a ﬁnng ranﬁmﬁhelsea
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a ﬁerce he]liehn the S
Ametidmmf wtth their
male coun arts, female
gun owners often learn tor
shoot for mﬁemnt rea
their interest in and pro-
ﬁcleqﬁ’mth firearms not
just a hobby or a means
self-defense, but a state-
ment'of intiep_endence.




