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N. Korea threatens U.S.;

U.N. tightens sanctions

ByRick Gladstone
and Choe Sang-hun
Mew York Times

UNITED NATIONS — The
U.N. Security Council
approved new sanctions
on Thursday against
North Korea for its under-
ground nuclear test last
month, in a unanimous
vote only hours after
Neorth Korea threatened
for the first time to launch
a pre-emptive nuclear
strike against the United
States.

The North Korean lead-
ership, which had warned
the Security Courcil not
to approve the sanctions,
said it was responding
to threats already made
against it. _

The North cited the
U.5:-South Korean mili-
tary exercises currently
under way as evidence
the allies were preparing
for “a nuclear war aimed
to mount a pre-emptive
strike” on North Korea.

The tougher sanc-
tions impose penalties on
North Korean banking,
travel and trade and were
passed in a 15-0 vote that
reflected the country's
increased international
isolation.

China, the North’s long-
time benefactor, helped
the U.S. draft the sanc-
tions resolution in what
outside experts called a
sign of Beijing’s growing
annoyance with Pyong-
yang's defiant behavior
on the nuclear issue.

The Chinese had urged
the North Koreans not
to proceed with the Feb,
12 underground nuclear
test, their third.

Both China and the U.5.
presented the new con-
straints as adding signifi-
cant pressure on North
Korea.

Whether it will change
North Korea's behavior is

unknown.
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U.K. Ambassador Mark Lyall and U.S. Ambassador Susan Ri ]
ty Council vote Thursday for tough new sanctions against North Korea, which threatened
a pre-emptive nuclear strike against the United States. seeero MATTHEWS /FASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW SANCTIONS

Thursday'sresolutionisthe Security Councilsfourth -

against NorthKorea. It e

W Block financlaltransactions

e

B Limit North Korea's ellance on bulk transfersofcash

.
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ons that will:

® Further empower other countriestolnspect
‘suspiclous North Korean cargo
B Expanda blacklist ofitems that the countryis

prohibited from importing

B Place new constraints on North Koreandiplomats,
raising their risk of expulsion from host countries.
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“The strength, breadth
and severity of these sanc-
tions will raise the cost to
North Korea of its illicit
nuclear program and fur-
ther constrain its ability
to finance and source
materials and technology
for its ballistic missile,
conventional and nuclear
weapons programs,” the
U.5. ambassador to the
United Nations, Susan
Rice, told reporters after
the vote,

=

I

It remained unclear if
China would be willing to
go beyond the scope of
the sanctions, cutting off
fuel shipments and com-
mercial trade that have in
the past helped to keep
the impoverished country
functioning.

The resolution, which
was drafted three weeks
after the Feb. 12 under-
ground test by North
Korea, is the Security
Council’s fourth against

ce confer before a U.N, Securi-

‘the reclusive goverdment.

- Rice dismissed the
North's vows 6fa pre-
emptive nuclear strike,
saying “North Korea will
achieve nothing by con- -
tinued threats and provo-
cations.”

“I can tell you that
the United States is fully
capable of defending
against any North .
Korean ballistic missile '
attack,” said White House
spokesman Jay Carney,

In recent days, with
the resolution set to pass,
North Korea character-
ized the sanctions as part
ofan “act of war.”

Earlier thizweek, it
declared the 1953 armi-
stice that stopped the
Korean War null and
void as of next Mbnday
and threatened tayurn
Washington and $€oul
into “a sea in flames”
with “lighter amnd smaller
nukes.” -




