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Mihogrunon: You know what? I reread your letter and & couple of things
strike me. One is vou wnat proof, so I'll give it to you. Again vou keep
harping about how religion NAKES us bhelieve we are weak...s0 that we will
believe in God. You steadily take ¢he misguided and arrcgant opinion of
how omnipotent you are and the power of willpower,

Mothing unusual apout that beliei, it's certainly the common cne

>feszad nowadave. Are wvou a fan of Wietchze? Superrman? Pure drive and
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willpowar?

Well, T'11 tell vou where we get ouvr belief and you can try this for
yourself “c see how powsrful your own will is. And I'll even make it easy
for vou by taking the DRible out ¢f the argument so you have to take abseolutely
nothing on Faith.

"Wwithin the limits of the physically possible, there's nothing willpower
can't do" vour own words. Right? If that's true for you, then I'll admit
that yvou don't need Jesus or any Saviour. While still admitting that I
do.
et me tell you z2omething about willpower theugh.Romans ch. 7 talks

-

specifically abeut this s=o, well I saicd I'd leave it out, so I will. But
just language you accept and understand,; science...l can will any damn
thing I want. For 2xample, how many people make New Years rescolutions?
Alot. How mnay keep them throufghout the wheole year? Not# that manmy.

Why, I ask you,; is this? If willpower is so all powerful that we can
do anything Within the limits of the physically possible? Cause there is
another force tha is operating against your will. That's why. Some people
get tired, discoufaged,; beoredom, etc...all th@e work against vour will
and wear it down and weaken and bresak your resolve. Sure, you can say,

“oh I just changed my mind. Very well, try again. and again. and again.
Doesn't it seem odd to you that there are some things that are definately
within the physical possible that you can't do?

I can say I'm going to study for 8 hours a day. My mind may become
flooded with lustful thoughts, or any number of distracting influences, and
try as i might, willpower comes up short at some popint.

You ever been in horrifyvingly terr#ffying situations,; and you knew
what you need to do, what the right thing to do was, but willpower alone
was not sufficient enough to #ARYw prevent you from taking a less
terrlifying course? Where your willpower was definately INFLUENCED, if

not controlled?

Greed, Lust, anger, fear, covetness, all these act against your will

and induce you to act in contrary ways.



rifot of people 4o things thet they will not to o, that “they chkviously
know will reult in harmful consequence=s. Things that they regret colany
over and over and over. I suspact that your 2 hnmsaexual,{}ﬂu keap bringing

it uﬁl I had this friend named China that was a punx, so tell me if this

makes sensedto you. This guy oelisven o gine BEible. EHe sald ne Lried over
andg over to live by the DPibles vules, ie, no homosexuality. But he has these |

irrational impulses at work within him. you weould Know thewr as gar

predispesitions. These are genetic traits that are hardwired intc your DNA
that vou do not choose and are cutside the realm of raticnal thought. They
are irational impulses. Instinct. and they are defective. ALl of out

human instincts are now dafective as a matter of fqegt, but back to his

defects.
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Now if willpower wigas so dang powerful, and ne wag pushing his will
up against that DNA impulse, to not lust after men or think homo choughts
or masturbate was definately within the realm cf the physically possible
was it not? Damn right it is. But he fell. yeah he could say, 'Ch I jJjust
chiose to do so an so" OK. But he trielag in. and he could =ee his resolve
weaken, and his resolution fail. He fell again. and so he tried again
and again and again.

He Gefinately willed not to be a sirnexr, but he Gefinately fcocund out
that he had not the power to do that. 4 force was at work within him that
went against his consciocus will. 3He gave up. Whe knows he may be back on
the track. He wants God, but is under the misguided belief tnat Christ
can't supply him with the Grace tc zid and empower nhis will where willpower
iz lacking. whatever reason, he acts like 2 girl tocday.

I know alchecholiecs and drug addicts that want to stop, try to
stop, will to stop. Some may have genetic precdispositions, again, outside
the realm of conscicus control. Instinct. Yean, we are all different,
snlme have stronger, some weaker impulses. Some can overcome these
defects with willpewer alcone, szome can't.

I could give examples all day long, even some defecis that war
against our wills that are common to every living man on earth.

And heres the beauty of the Bible that I have to inftroduce into
the argument, cause unless you try you will never know now wWeak you
are. and it will shatter vour glorified image of yours@lf if you ever take
it serious enough to try. But yvou can lie to me and whoever effe, noone can
know if you are truthful or not. But you will know if you ever try. Then

vou dont have to belief the Bibkle that you are weak and theer is a pover

higher than you. You'll have proof of experience to support your belief.
And this is why I said vou don't need Jesus if you can pass this # test.



This is the whole reason Christ came, to empower us to do what we can
not do. what willpower ant do even though it lies perfectly within the limits
of the physically possible.

We argue about the different standards of morality. all thats fine and
good. ¥You may be able to meet =some simplified watered down versicn of the
morality you decide to abide by. But deep down inside I seriously doubt that
you can even live up to your own glorified expectations if you were striving
for perfeet adherence to them.

But the Ten Comandments. Keeping them in thought, word and deed; if you
could do that, then yeah, you would noy need Christ. You would be sinless.

Now just for gigales, and since voun can, try to abide by that for 90
days. perfect adherence. ¥You can't. noone can.

You'll tell vourself, "this is stupid" "I can but vhy bother; I choose
not to" all kinds of excuses before you sin. even in the mind, but every
time your willpower and resolve will disintegrate. This is the whole redon
that God gave so mnay blessings for ohedience and punishments for disobedience.
Not cause he is vindictive aa you say, but te ensure that we would try it.
and trying it that we would see. ¥You will never know until veou try and fail

what you cant do. and vou will never believe it until you fail so mnay times
that vouv are compvinced it is impossible.

Theres the stumbling block for you. How you may never believe enough
to try. You will always have an excuse for giving up. But if you do believe
even enongh tc prove God wrong if you can, you'll see what I am talking about.

Then vou may know what T wmean by prayer and how it empowers vs to do
what we could not fermally do on couar own. ¥ou aint even got to read the
Bible, vour own life experiences will prove the point.

All that cther nonsensggvou are talking about ig Iust pretty theory.
sonds go0d on paper but haeg no basis in reality.

What do vou idolize? I mean wht is your fantasy? be a millimaire? If
8¢, are you one? if willpower is so strong, why not? Yon can put a plan
together surely...20 years of brain surgeon school, scriwpling anlfiseving,
living on peanuts...sursly the desire to splurge will be no match for vour
wilpower? or the dezire for recreation? or slesp? push through on straight
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will alone. order ana gﬂi?mru averything around you to f£it the plans yeou

have laid out ia veur mingd . surszly Iinsecurities or indscisiveness
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sheouldn't thwart the power nf vour wi
cr is your dream to be the MMA chamwpion of :htwmrld? why not worik
out and train B6 houre a day. schedule 2 fight avary day of the vear. Hal

surelv the pain and endurance and sacrifice are ne match for vour naked will?

gal buhogrunobn. you have an exalted opinion of vourseli; I surs am

glad that God through His providence broke me free from that delusion. But



like I said, put yourself to the test and lets see it. Then come back and
talkp} to me about how strong you are. and after you cant do what you will
to do, come holler at me, I'll show you how to get the pover...

hnyways; hope this letter gives you a little more what you were asking
for instead of th&bald Faith arauments ycu are usec to.

Hope you have a nice day regardless. Take it easy oufit there.
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