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"March Madness" is a perfect depiction of tha month I've
had. I've been getting smashad on the Chess board by play=srs
I know I can beat. I've bzaten them bafore in tournaments, and
aven took 13t place on more than a few occasions., (not to sound
too full of myself). I seem to be losing my concentration, let-
ting elementary moves get by me and missing advantageous movas.
I keep vowing to pay more attention, but I'm still zoning out
& losing ground. I've started questioning my own judgment. Chess
is an analytical game full of decisive moves & counter moves
akin to life its=lf. Onz bad mova could cost you a key pieecs,
nave you on the run, or cost you the game; albeit, in life,

Ehe game is a little more real & severe in conseguances—--you
could lose a friend, a limb, your freedom or your life,

I can accapt losing to a better playsr, but losing becauso
I'm not focused or paying attention is unaceceptable. The lack
of focus & bad decisions in Chess has mé questioning the lack
of focus & decisions I've been making in my lifs. "Should ofs"
"Could of; and "Would of's" has caused me a many sleepless nights
and driven we mad. "Am I doing the right thing?"; "Am I living
right?" are questions I find tormenting my soul. I've taken
‘a lot of flack over baing "kind-hsarted" & "turning the other
cneek" to those who've wronged me. The principlaes I live by
are simple, like--"Treat people lika I'd want to be treated ™
Somatimes it feels like an empty platitude zs I continue to
suffer the misdeeds of manvy fools.

Racantly, I received word that anothar prisoner was trashing
m2 behind my back without cause. He had some beef with the guards
ana lumped me up in his slanderous rant. I've treatad this man
with respect & kindness, and this is how he treats me. My ming
went racing on how to handle this, bacause offensss like that
can't stand up in here if you want to surviva. Surprisingly,

a few prisoners stood up for me and checkad dude. Hars, I was
thinking that I would have to chuck my principles and step to
dude myself, damaging my 17 years of good standing. I was movad
at now inuch I was raspected by the othars 2 protected, I've
learned that it doesn't pay to over-think thinas % lose focus.




