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what he did during the time of the
propheis and peoples of }rfzsierday.
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Ject of Diving Embodiment cove:
. the Bible's human manifestations
of God, known as theophanies,
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as well as the Holy Qur’an’s per-

sonification of God, known as an-.

Ahropomorphism. According to
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unite with the
which is God Himself. Man and
woman are potentially gods. This
15 bome witness to by the above
quotations from Christian and Is-
lamic sacred texts. Moreover, the
Bible teaches that man and woman
are created in the image and like-
ness of God (Genesis 1:26); David
confirms and clarifies this by say-
ing that “you are all gods, children
of the most High God. (Psalms
82:6)” The Holy Qur'an leaches
Al made L

that Allah (God) made man out of
lack mud gnd caused the angels
m{flﬁ 15:28-30).

% If Black clergy would begin
to teach and promote the idea of

|, Divine Embodiment as the goal

of human life, it could revital-
ize their shrinking congrega-

tions. The Economist magazing
America: v...rhe past seven years
have seen a five fold increase in

people who call themselves athe-
isis, to five percent of the popu-
lation, according 1o WIN-Gallup
International, a network of poll-
sters. Meanwhile the proportion
of Americans who say they are
religious has fallen from 73% in

In an article in The Week mag-
1 L 15m 15 attrib-
uted to _the rise of moralistic hy-
pocrisy in religion, The Catholic
priesi sex scandal and the politi-
cization of faith by the “religious
right” are ci idence of an
Increast

ive and dis-

ncreasing unaitractive and dis- |
tasteful moralistic hypoerisy that |

overns { 1 12] -

ence.

These infamous events of
hypocrisy within the religious
community are the reason why
Divine Embodiment needs to
become the new religious em-
phasis today. People are taught
that man is by nature sinful, but
he must worship a righteous God
in order to be free of the effects
of his sinful nature. Colloquial-
isms like “to err is human™ and
“nobody’s perfect” have been
coined to reflect this belief.
However, it is easy to see how
this belief creates a built-in ex-
cuse for hypocrisy and wrongdo-
ing, because, afier all, “'to err is
human.”

The message of Divine Em-
bodiment is what js needed to
revive religion’s attractiveness.
Specifically, religion can be re-
vived by a society of men and
women who aspire to be like God.
This is what Jesus was teaching in
the New Testament when he said

*1 and my Father are one.” This

is what he was teaching when he
chided the people for “loving God
whom they had never seen and
hating their brothers that they saw
daily.” The implication being that
the essence and potential of God
are within the capacity of your
brother to manifest, and you can
bring out those divine qualities if
you show him love and respect.
This 1s what Minister Far-
rakhan is desirous of producing
in the violent strects of Chicago
and everywhere his Peace In The

Streets campaign has gone. His
goal 15 to inspire the Black com-
munity to aspire to be like God,
His message is that the true wor-
ship of God is found in human be-
ings striving to submit to Him and
give up every artificial character
trait, mental attitude and behavior
that violates man and woman's in-
nate goodness.

In fact, when the children as-
pire to be doctors, lawyers, police-
men, firemen, scientists, engineers
or any other nation-building pro-
fession, they are aspiring to pro-
fessions that demonstrate man’s
ability to be like God. A good ex-
ample of this are the 99 Atnbutes
or Names of Allah (Ged) found
in Islam., The 99 characteristics
of Allah (God) reflect the noblest
of qualities and abilities. They
represent the perfect ideal for hu-
man beings to aspire to. It i1s even
customary in Islamic culture for
Allah’s attributes to be used as the
personal names of Muslims.

All this points to there being
a hidden message in_religion—
that is, that man and woman can
become gods. And since we
have proven that we can be dev-
ils that destroy our communities,
don’t you think it is time now to
go from n@#?!%*s to Gods?

(Demetric Muhammad is in
the student ministry class of Mu-
hammad Mosque #35 in Mem-
phis, Tennessee. He is also the
author of “In the Light of Scrip-
ture” and “A Complete Diction-
ary of the Supreme Wisdom Les-
sons. )
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