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Gool ngening ladies amd gents, or shall 1 say aftecnoon? Anynow, whatever
time you nave Caken the time out of your day to scroll the pages of BtE, 1
am vecy appreciative. And yes, i'n back from my litt$e niatus. [ nave taken
acdvantaze of the oppoctunity to bloz. To be a blogger. For we, it's woce than
just tacowing sowe cool soumdling cliche's on paper. Theoush this blog, i |
to grow and meetl new people while shacing my evecyday struggles, And if
not #oo much, tweak ny craft as a creative writer.

How about I zive you an upxiate on the past few weeks. Hesides the stwdying
I put into learning what being a blopzer maans and the respau-sihilities it
carries, i've also come face to face with the fact that tdMace are things in

life I nave no control over. One of thnem being, the kimd of relationship 1
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want to nave with oy daughter. She turned six last Noweuber, and in the last
five yeacs, T haven't heard from her. Thwcitten T don't know now many lettecs.
kot just any old letter, but heactfelt ones. 1 sent holiday and bicthdays
zapdds, but not one cesporde. T nave neacd Ceou btoe spdoer of uy eaild on a
[ew ogcassions in the beginning, but the last yeacs, not a word.

What gets to e tne sost is that T khow it's ay Eault toat i'w in hece.
['ve spoken with countless .nen whia' ve sald, Man, j-111 led 1 2. ‘IThe pesl
teving tor vou o do 15 stay onl of taat ~icl's Lite. On oone nanel, | can gee
aigce they e coming frous | wouldn't want my baby zicl coming to visit me
1 osuen depressing Conritions cithec, but 1 also love nec and want to koew
her. | an Locever cognizant of way 1i'm here,

[t was my decision to zo oul aiwl comnit one of the wost [Tonu@ne crimes
pne gnan being con do Lo anobi=r. 1'% aware of that am! it's not a day taat
c@@s by that T don't Ceel i1k, But at sowe poinl | think 1 have Lo focrzive
wyself. 1'u not dead, and therce is never aoing to be a tin@ in my lite where
| sould ceceat those events. | wouldn't allow it,

1 digress. -fack to the topic. T can cecall being Like six or seven yeacs
old arel coning to kettle Mocdine peison with wy mons to visit nec, then, boyteier
and cemeber tne effect that avent nan on e, Tt wasn't until cecently that
it was clacified. Wnat au i talkine sbout. vou want to know? T talkinz atout
by e scowdng up in an enwvicoment where to be black _I Know tnis dsn't going
Lo =ouncl n"i"ff.?'-lt Lo any ot eacs, so 1 apolopize in advance= am voungz yvou alceaoy
nad At i your wind Lhat you would someday o youe Life wind up in jail.
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it zave we tne impression that peison wasn't so bad. There wasn't wuch of

4 difference than wnat we did at nome. 1 never saw the constant oppression
being put on inuates by over eager auacds. [ never saw the gang viclence.
The socalled ""Sezresation units” where you're treated like tne lowest of the
Low.

SO here T an, w.emt-?ng a relationsnip with ay daughter, but also an af ek
that it'll sowehow cause moge longterm pain tnan 1 already have. 1've been
absent for tne better part of nec life. She don't know e except for pictures.
And then you all know, -Yean, you women. Not all,but some.- when the fathec
is out of tne picture, your nain and nurt somenow makesstne father a good-
for-notning dad. Amd in some cases it's true, but to near that as 1 child,

I kuow fiest hamw @ the ewotional danage that can cause. .

pvery since 1 can resnanber, #Moms would sip fron nec bottle and togn it'll
stact. Ancd since uy brothers looked exactly like wy popsghell they might
as wells nave been him because=she would say some of the ueanest thingzs to
them. ‘Yo' daddy ain't shit. You know that, poy? " And the wocds would zet
meaner the moce she enptied the pottle of Paul Mason.

So T present tnis conundeun to you all, My Erienas, my fawily away Efroi
family, do you tnink an incarcerated parent shopld have contact witn theic
crild(ecen)? Tt s0, to what extent? If not, why do you nave that opiaion?

Leave a8 coument if you can. It you can't discuss it with a few Eciends
or Landly aaubercs. I v suice this subject has never crossed Lhe dinner tables )

lake aare aod love andl peace to all.
A DAY 1N CTHE LirED

Michnoel MelOune
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