Johnny E. Mahaffey The Nouvelist Ponlent
June 19, 2013 Page 1 of 3

THE AMERICAN STANDARD:
CHEATERS, MANIPULATORS, CYNICS GALORE!

S B MAATEY

Even though I obtained my diploma in Creative Writing; I still
study writing, A true writer never stops. The path of a writer
is one of evolution, forever learning, improving, or simply
changing to a different perspective,

I found something that hit a nerve in me:

"Heroes and heroines don't commit adultery. they may get divorced,
but they do not enter into a new relationship while there is still
a legal or moral commitment to a previous partner,

“This restriction is largely a matter of common sense, If a
person has so little respect for a spouse that he has an affair—
whether it's physical or emotional-—with someone new, then it's
gifficult to believe that he would be any more faithful to the new

ove.

“To a lesser degree, the same rule applies to other emotional
commitments. A heroine who is engaged is most likeable if the
ingagement is broken off as soon as she recognizes the attraction
to the new partner,

“Whether the previous relationship was ended by a divorce, a
broken engagement, a jilting or a partner's death, the character
does not enter a new relationship until there has been adequate
time to heal. Rebound relationships often don't last in real life,
and they're not convincing in fiction,"

==Excerpted from
On Waiting Romance
by Leigh Michaels (2007)

Never could any words be more true., Tt's ,ust too bad they
weren't published just a few years earli *ldn't be here
in this prison., Every girl I've ever kno. ‘c-wise, did
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NOT know of these words, or if they did, they didn't live by
them anymore than I did.

We were all horrible,

Every single ex would lead you to believe it was all my
fault; something to that effect was mentioned humorously at
my trial even, as if I were some manipulating womanizer or
something. Completely wrong of course, because every girl I
dated was what most would call a "loose" girl. I preferred them
that way back then. So, they weren't innocent things I took
advantage of--far from it. They were taking advantage of me,
Or, you could say it was more of a trading of sorts,

They either liked my sports cars, my houses and the show
I put on for them, and thought they could get something out
of me; or they were simply an easy girl wanting fun. Either
way, innocent is not a word you could ever apply to any of the
girls I dated, got engaged to, or married! Because every single
one was with someone when I met them, or I was and they knew
it but didn't care, or, we were both in other relationships.

I met 95 percent of them by cheating with them, and was cheated
on by them at some point in the subsequent relationship. Most
of them, but not all of them, I cheated on.

Okay, I can count on one hand the girls I was faithful
to completely--but it was a waste of my time since they were
cheating so much and refused to guite, or realize I knew E-V-
E-R=Y-T-H-I-N-G they thought they were getting away with.

I didn't avoid girls that were smart.

I just didn't meet them in my line of work, or lifestyle.

Well, not true; there were many smart girls, they were
just smart enough to stay away from me--I guess they knew of
the excerpted words 1I've presented--kudos for them. They were
wise encugh not to chase after me, the married guy, or the guy
that was engaged, Or, they were with someone and simply didn't
cheat.

If I had not lived the way 1 did, with the type of women
I did, it's true, I wouldn't be in my current predicament. But
neither would I have been married, or had any kids, The five
children produced from the lifestyle I and their mother's lived
in, would not have ever been born, of any of us had took heed
to the excerpted words. It's a conundrum. Because I wouldn't
trade any of it for anything, I love my kids and I love the
time I spent with their mothers. Every relationship was bad,
and wrong, but they had their moments. Priceless moments.

Conundrums ... suck,

For me it's not possible to fix anything. Nothing can be
done, just as nothing could be done, A time machine would only
complicate matters worse for me, my kids, and ex--all of them.
They are exactly where they are, because of what we did; and
if I were not where I am, they would not be where they are.,

It would all be different, and most likely worse. Itcould be
better perhaps, but worse is not an option. So, all I can do
is keep on living, working, and doing what I can. All the while
being thankful that those I love, and have been loved by, are
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alive and well, I think of them often, and wish them the best
of luck.

The prolongation of my pain is guaranteed. ==

There is m::-(}mu ﬂf’i, in my future, only those lr:-st

Then again, I'll forever be the hopeless romantic; and B
any self respecting romantic knows it comes when you least expect |
it. Perhaps one day.... If not; I'm glad for what I haﬂ.
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