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[ocater faulted in“accident”

STEVENS: Beacon came loose (Seduet

from mount, lost its antenna.

By JOAN LOWY
The Assocliated Press

WASHINGTON — Federal safety of-
ficials investigating the plane crash that
killed | e Alaska Sen. Ted Stevens
called for the inspection of emergen-
cy locater h-anamlttgmmun nunmmmeg
cial planes to ensure they are proper
mmnﬁedan&wrﬂﬁumhmmrimsh

The National Safety
Board's Deborah Hersman said in a letter
Wednesday to Federal Aviation Adminis-
tration Administrator Randy Babbitt that up
rescuers couldn’t pick up any homing sig-
nal from the transmitter aboard the plane
carrying Stevens, several friends and
their children last Aug. 9 after the single-
engine float plane slammed into a remote
Southwest Alaska mountaingide.

Stevens and four®thers'were killed.
There were four survivers, including for-
mer NASA administrator Sean O’Keefe.

transmitters are dmigned tn
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party’s de Havilland Dash-3T became
from its mounting tray and de-

tached from its antenna, Hersman said.
“It was a pretty significant crash and
impact ... We believe it likely '----"'.’.
tached or dlsludgﬁdfﬁring the ac
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i¢e,” she said in a phone interview.
 As aresult it was nearly five hours af-
tertheamdenthaFareah'hnmeseamh—
ers located the crash site, which was only
19 miles from where the plane originated,
Hersman said. The flight was on its way
from a corporate-owned lodge on Lake
Nerka near Dillingham to a sport fishing
camp on the Nushagak River. Poor weath-
er and darkness ted the removal of
survivors until the next morning.
Rescuers found the Artex 406 mega-
hertz emergency transmitter on the floor
of the plane, where it apparently fell dur-
ing the erash. The transmitters are sup-
posed to send a radio signal that is picked
by satellites and relayed to search-
and-manue s and should be
able to be heard by other aircraft in the

area.
A Velero that was' supposed to
in place was in the

hold the ‘
wrong position, the board said. It's possi-

medical examiner, Dr. Katherine Raven,
said soon after the accident.

Because their injuries were “severe
and fatal,” a quicker response from res-
CUuers wouldn't have made a dif-
ference, she said at the time.

Hersman expressed concern that
since many other transmitters are se-
cured by similar means, others could also
come loose in a crash and fail. She
FAA to require detailed inspections of all
mw of general 4

ons avi-
ation aircraft.

There are about 300,000 planes that
FAA classifies as general aviation, said
Laura Brown, a spokeswoman for the
agency. General aviation planes range
from small single-engine propeller planes

private jets. It's unclear how many gen-
eral aviation planes have emergency lo-
cater transmitters since they aren’t re-

ble the transmitter was installed improp- quired

erly, although an inspection three months
before the accident didn't note a problem

with its position, the board said.
“Had the (transmitter) vemained at-

been detect-
ed soon aftar HE amdent. ami search-
mspamhede directly 5 the hﬁth:x
di to acei i
hours earlier,” Hersman wrote.
The people who died in the crash like-
ly did so soon after impact, Alaska’s chief

Thémmmmamhﬁnn doesn’t apply to
airlines, charters or planes for hire that
O e e oo e ok
reevaluate the and certification of
the means by which transmitters are held

in place.

Dally News reporter Kyle Hopkins contributed to
this report. Contact him at 257-4334 or e-mail

khophins@adn.com




