PAPERS OF HISTORICAL CIVIL RIGHTS VALUE fféﬁi

DONATION of personal documentsof clinical psychological examination of
historical value - reflecting ElderOtis Lee Rﬂdgershixties civil rights
experiences with white racism |

RE: Black vs Whitepsychological examination of a sixteen year old Negro
youth expelled from an intergrated school, accused of kissing his white
girlfriend in the ha;;way in schoolin the small town of Twinsburg, Ohio.

I).THE WHITE PSYCHOLOGIZTIntern Edgar M. Ansell diagnosed me as an expar
sive individualwho is basically unconcerned about the feelings and value
of others. This tall Negro boy - defiant behavior includes accosting a

white girl in the hall. The actiof kissingthe girl traumatized her and st
was absentfrom school a few days. Otis saw nothin wranq;ith this behavi
and felt persecuted, since the girl didn't receivesimilapdisciplinary

actions. After all Otis felt that she didnothingto discoprage hisappaoch.
Otis is harboring strong feelings of anxiety with pronounced aggression
tendencieswhich has a hostileflavor. Otis has the propensity to act out
in an anti-socialmanner. Indicating a lack of gecod planning and judgemer
His acting out in a destructivemanner is highly prpbable.The best inter-
est of this young man is an immediate referral to a clinical psychologis
for a differential disagonose’ and possible counseling - of ;ong termed.

MY VERSION, TRUTH BEING. This was my girlfriend we had been dating for
months. We were in the upstairs hallways after shool making ocut as many
other white kidswere. Mg girlfiend's-girlfriend spied us, went home tolc
her mother that her girlfriend was kissing a------®hshe called my girl
friend's mother and she called the principal WANTING TO KNOW WHAT WAS

A DOING KISSING HER DAUGHTER. Another story about a week prior to.
my white girlfriend was at my job at the servicesation A white sounding
guy called and shouted I know you got a white girl there and you
had better get her out of there or I am gonna kill you. I did.

II).THE BLACK PSYCHOLOGIST: Milton E. Wilson,; Jr.. Ph.D. The following
report is based upon my study of Otis Lee Rodgers, a sixteen year old
negro youth. We talked about the civil rights movement. He recognized
that his interest in girls, his strong interest in civil ri and his
pridein being a Negro may be misinterpretted by otherpersons. He knows
that hfs is verbally aggressive and at times hostile but he wonders why
he was being looked upon as being dangerous, violent, a threat to the
the safety and security of students and faculty. Specifically. Tht [hictid
QUESTION: What is ther about Otis that elicits a strong negative reactic«
from others? The "others" referred to here are basically the individua.
who believe that he is incorrigible, wviclent and a sick person who
needs psychotherapy. Could it be that this tall, proud Negro youth

has by his association with a white girl violated behavior codes and
generated fear, anxieties, prejudice - for the guardiansof the school t«
cope or to deal with? Otis has a number of waysby agnored the conceptior
of what is proper Negro behavior at R. B. Chamberlin that his feelings
prevails th&l he should be put in his place or that he must be sick.
Could it be that Otis elicits the hostility in some staffmembers which
may be “converted into overt acts of aggression towards Otis? I could
answer these questions If I had an opportunity to clinically examine the
others. The white psycheologist




KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
KENT, OHIO

303 Kent Hall
March 6, 1965

Mr. Welever, Principal
E. B. Chamberlain High School
Twinsburg, Ohio

Deay Mr. Welever:

Re: Otis Rodgers
1993 Marwell Blvd,

I have spoken with Otis about the situation he is currently experiencing.
In exploring this situation with him, 1 believe that I have obtained a
pretty good picture of the dynamics which are operating.

I strongly recommend that Otis be permitted to return to school immediately.
He wants to complete his high school requirements and should be given this
opportunity. I believe that the problems which have been manifest are of

a situational rather than a chronic nature and can be handled by him,

A detailed report of my examination will be forthcoming in a few days,

If you have any questions, feel free to call me. My office number is
Kent 673-1211, Ext, 270. My home phone is Akron 253-7919,

Sincerely yours,

b

il €. Wiksor, S1.

Milton E. Wilson, Jr., Ph.D,
Consulting Psychologist

MEW : Tmb
ce: Mr, Rodgers
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REPORT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION

CLIENT: OTIS RODGERS; 1993 Marwell Blvd., Hudson, Ohio, Age 16, Grade 10

REFERRED BY: COUNSELOR AT CHAMBERLIN HIGH SCHOOL, TWINSBURG, OHIO
DATES SEEN: March 2nd and March 6, 1965 DATE OF REPORT: March 10, 1965

METHOD OF EXAMINATION: CLINICAL INTERVIEW

The following report is baded upon my study of 0Otis Rodgers during two interviews
of one and one-half hours each on March 2nd and March 8th, During the March 6th
interview, his father, by my request, was present and participated in the inter-

view,

Paychological testing was not done, After the initial interview, I did not feel
that psychologicel testing would contribute significantly to our understanding
of the boy at this time, Then, too, the attiiude of 0tis toward testing was
not favorable, for he felt that the pronouncements of the psychologists who had

examined him before led to his being out of school.

Prior to seeing Otis, I was given the following information: his name, age, grade,
and school. I was also told that he was out of school and that he had been seen
by two psychologists, No ease history material was provided, No test results,
test interpretations, opinions, or even real indications of the client's problem

were provided,

Thus, I began with behavior in & clinical setting, The basic problem was to
find out what was wrong and why,.

In spite of the limited behavioral patterns observed during the interviews
and the lack of background information, I was able to formulate ecertain hypotheses
regarding 0tis in connection with the present situation,

General Observations

During the first half hour of the initial interview, I had some difficulty es-
tablishing a working relationship with 0tis, He appeared apprehensive, indicated
that he had come to see me hecause he had been required to come, and gave short

answers. As the time passed, however, he became less apprehensive and more ver-
bal., Initially, he rambled aboul some situations that had occurred, When I be-—

gen to probe, he seemed somewhat relieved, reduced his rambling, and began to
talk about his experiences with greater concern, Little probing was needed, for
simple reflection and clarification were sufficient for maintaining his fluenecy,
Stuttering was manifest throughout the interviews but was not related to any

particular areals) of content,

The content of the interviews was rather broad. He talked of his experiences

at school - both the pleasant and the unpleasant, Ile described a fair number

of experiences which indicated that he has problems in adjusting to authority
figures and to various kinds of restriections, He talked about areas of con—

cern to most adolescents, including interests in girls, the striving for in-
dependence, the developing of skills for future vocational choice, the acquiring
of values and ethical systems for behavioral guides, and the need for understand-
ing oneself, We also talked about the civil rights movement, his family and
community life, his interests and his aspirations, and, of course, of the in-
cidents which underlie or caused the present situation,
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He had no difficulty in talking about situations which have made him experience

fear, anger, depression, hostility, or love. In both interviews, his responses
to situations that would ordinarily elicit & mild emotional response were en-—

tirely appropriate,

His appearance was characterized by neatness and reflected favorable gel f-regard,
His hair style, shoes, and gait suggested that he enjoys and seeks attention,

Tn deseribing Otis, I would say that he is tense and restless, stubborn and
worrisome, aggressive yet sociable, He is sensitive and frank, Underlying the

facade of self-confidence are feelings of inferiority.

I feel that 0tis sees himself as a person who has experienced a number of inci-
dents which could have been avoided, He recognizes that he has difficulty in
conforming, in avoiding altercations, in accepting stringent limitations, He
sees himself as trying to adjust to the problems he encounters, as ene engaging
in o period of vigorous realidy testing, and as a student whoe can do average
work in school, He recognizes that his interest in girls, his sirong interest
in eivil rights, and his pride in being & negro may be misinterpreted by other
persons, He does not see himself as being overtly agcressive, He sees himself
as trying to bluff his way through situations, as being able to deny the expression
of fear when he is really scared of being hurt, and as being ready to run when
he is not successful with his bluffing attempts, He knows that he is verbally
agpressive and at times hostile but he wonders why he has been looked upon as
being dengerous, violent, & threat to the safeity and security of students and

facul 'tr'f-n

Spﬂtific Eueatinnﬂ

In view of the material uncovered during the interviews, it seems worthwhile to
focus upon & number of critical questions, I shall state these questions, indi-
cate the kind of data or information needed to answer them, and then try to an-
swer them in terms of what I learned about Otis during wy interviews with him,
In some instances, I shall provide mgre questions than hypotheses.

Here are the guestions:
1, Is the behavior manifest by Otis of a chronic or situational nature?
2, Is this young man dangerous, a threat to persons in the school?
3, What is there obout Oftis that slicits a sironp nomative reaction from
others?

4, What does his problem seem to be?

5. What kind of resources does he have for adjusting to the demands which
are placed upon him?

Is the Behavior Manifest by Otis of
8 Chronie or Situastional Nature?

The "behavior" being referred to consists of his reactions to authority
figures, his interests in girls, his difficulty in adjusting to the restrictions
placed upon him, and his altercations with teachers,

In order to deal effectively with this guestion, we need to Imow whether
Otis manifested this type of behavior ian ihe Cleveland Public Schools. Is there

anything in the records which would indicate that he was predisposed to behave
in the manner described above?
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In my interviews with Otis, I found nothing that would permit me to conclude
that his problems are of a longstanding, chronic nature, I feel that his problems
are of a transient, situational nature,

The records from Cleveland should be obtained and examined. If the records
provide evidence for chronicity, then I will modify my opinion. In the absence
of such information, however, and on the basig of my observations of the client,
I feel that the problems manifest are exagperated aspects of his difficulty in
mastering some ol the developmental tasks associated with adolescence,

Ig this Young Man Dangerous, a Threat
to Persons in the School ?

When we speak of "violence", we are concerned with overt, destructive behavior,
such behavior being primarily but not necessarily direected toward humans.

The kinds of information needed to answer this question would be obtained
from the answers given 1o the following subordinate questions: Has Otis ever
lost control of his apggressive tendencies and attacked a person? Does (tis
have & juvenile delinquency record for any kind of vioclence; no matter how slight?
Has he been observed to carry & weapon? If so, has he wielded the weapon or
used it as a threat to the security of others? Is there any history of property
destruction asgsociated with his past behavior? Is he known to have physically
manhandled persons in such a way that their person was violated in a medically
determinahle way? Hes he been subjected to situations of severe restraint or
punishment where the natural reaction was to fight back?

Again, we are concerned with behavior from the past which would indicate
any experience in which he has lost controel or indicate any persistent, sadistic
plotting or indicate the destruction of something in the nonhuman environment,

Projective test date may be useful in determining that the client has
aggressive tendencies, But projective test dats cennot conclusively indicate
that the person is violent or destructive when placed in behavioral situations
requiring such overt responses. The eritical issue is this: Is there any evi-
dence from his past behavioral history that he is predisposed to vent his
hostilities in acts of overt aggression or hostility?

Nothing in my interviews with (Otis indicated thal he had ever losit control
of his anger, Hﬂthing was uncovered that would indicate that he is dangerﬁhﬁ,
violent, or a threat to the security of his peers and instructors,

I can say that he does experience hostility. I can also say that if he
is pushed too far, he, like most people, will fight back, first, in thinking,
then, in speaking, and finally, in overt expression.

Hostile, yes. Apgressive, yes, Violent, no. This is my position until
relevant evidence to the contrary is produced,

What is There About Otis that Elicits A
otrong Negative Heactior Irom (thers?

The "others" referred to here aré h&&iﬁ&llj the individuals who believe
that he is incorrigible, violent, and a sick person who needs psychotherapy.

Perhaps, we should ask another question, perhaps, a more basiec question:
What is there about the psychological makeup of these individuals thati male
them perceive and react toward Otis as they do?
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Could it be, for example, that this tall, proud negro youth has by his
association with a white girl violaied behavioral codes and that this behavior
when considered in the light of his previous affection toward another girl has
brought to she surface or generated fears, anxieties, prejudices, and/or pres-
sures which have become extremely difficufff_Tﬂr the guardians of the school

e cope or deel with?

Could it be that sinece 0Otis has in o number of ways ignored the conception
of what is proper negro behavior at Chemberlin that The feeling prevails that
he should be put in his place or that he must be sick?

Could it be that Otis elieits the hostility in some staff members which
may be converted into overt acts of aggression toward 0Otis?

Could it be that any of the foregoing, singly or in combination, are operating

to account for the behavior of others toward 0tis?

One cannotl deny that Otis is apggressive. In view of many of the things that
have happened, something would be wpong with him if he was not aggressive, even

hostile,

Neither can one deny that there are some aggressive and hostile individuals
who are concerned about him,

In either case, where there is nggression, there is also frustration, And
our task is to find out where the frustrotion is.

In the case of Otis, is his frustration simply the result of imirapsychic
confliet? Are there no barriers in the external environment?

In thinking about sggressions, we must remember that agpgressions mey be

rational or irrational, the former most often heing responses te actual situations

in the life of a person that are most often justifiable, while the latter resultis
from some inner mental attitudes that compels the individual to act aggressively.

I cennot conclude that all of his aprressions are irrational,

Neither can I answer the question, the mejor question, posed in this section,
I think that I could answer it if I had an opportunity to clinically examine the
persons I identified in the first paragraph under this question as the "others',

If a decision regarding this young man's educational future is at stake,
this factor must not be glossed over,

What Does His Problem Seem to Be?

He is not psychotic, Intellectually end emotionally, he is in contact
with reality. ’

He is not psychopathic or sociopathic. Although some of his traits may
suggest this, I believe that Otis experiences sorrow, has a conscience, and
does profit from experience,

I do not consider him to bhe what we gemerally call a _neurotic. The core
experience of the person with neuroses, the so-called free-floating anxiety,

does not seem to be present,

I consgider his problem to be adolescent situational maladjustment, I he-
lieve that he is ewperiencing a transient situation of severe stress related
to the pronounced stresses and strains which he is encountering in his wvigorous
testing of reality. His interest in girls, his rebelliousness in the form
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of altercations with authority figures, his heightened racial consciousness,
and his difficulty in adjusting acceptably to the restraints and punishwents
placed upon him are traits which are symptomatic of his problem,

Unless this is recognized and dealt with adequately, these problems can
be increased and the situation may be aocute.

What Kind of Resources Does He Have for Adjusting
40 The Demands which Are Placed upon Him?

Intellectually, he is capable of doing at least average work. His past
academic performance should bear this out.

His self-regard, appearance, and physical ability are assets which can
be used in vocational settings,

His failure to strike back when he had been punished suggesis emotional
controls.

His interest in civil rights, English, business, and track indicates areas
in which he could attain achievement,

His reluctance to withdraw from the stresses which he has recently experienced
suggests that he can cope with the kinds of stresses which bring out cowardice >k

in many men,
The interest of his parents im him is another resourca,

The demands which are placed upon him are: he must learn to accepl many
things which are not right but which exist; he must learn to keep his mouth
shut when he is tempted to say something which is quite likely to be misunder—
stood or to elicit aggression from others; he must learn 1o "smile when he's
feeling blue's he must learn what behaviors he is supposed to manifest in
order to stay out of trouble and then displaythem; he must learn "to see and
vet not see" and "to hear and yet not hear"; he must learn that it way be both
wise and safe b0 accepb a subordinate role and to accept excessive restrictions;
he musi learn the foregoing while he is learning the mew rules and actions which
are being sancbioned and encouraged by increasing numbers of megroes; he must
learn how to utilize his pent-up energies for comstructive purposes,

I believe that he has the intellectual and emotional resources to acquire

those behaviors and to assume a role smcceptable to those persons who are con—

cerned about him,

Implications of Findings

I believe that Otis should be permitted to return to school and to complete
his course of study for this grade.

He has problems; and these problems must be dealt with in a firm and fair
administrative manner. I do not helieve that dismissal from school is the answer.
T do not believe that a transfer to another school is the answer, While getting
rid of Otis might reduce some of the anxiety and apprehension being experienced
by the staff, such action will not contribute to his growth and development, In-—
deed, I feel that it would serve to undermine some of his resources and compli-

cate his adjustment efforts,

< Hs mesT Lidd A2e guels 7o |Lgssiovs
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Otis needs and must have limits, And he must learn to adjust to them,
However, rigid disciplinary measures —- either strict or permissive —— whether
in the home or at Chamberlin that do not take into account his needs, his re-
sources for adjusting and the kinds of tasks he must learn to adjust to, can
lead to more trouble.

With a little effort, I believe that Mr. and Mrs. Rodgers and the school
officials can work together to provide Otis with the kinds of experiences which
will enable him to gein a greater understaending of his behavioral patterns in
the light of social requirements and also in terms of his inner strivings and
frustrations, Turthermore, I believe that professional counseling could help
him in his growth toward meturity,

Quite frenkly, I believe that Otis is seeking to be "understood" and to
be 'icontrolled,"

4 3

This report has been long. It has been about & human being in an unforiunate
situation, DBecause of this, I have labored to make explicit the rationale ior

my opinions,

As I said before, "In spite of the limited behavioral patterns observed during
the interviews and the lack of background information, I was able to formulate
certain hypotheses regarding Otis in conneetion with the present situation,"

I am willing to wodify my position on any or all of the questions if the kinds
of information which I called for can be produced,

The situation is unforiunate because 0tis has been made to feel that he is

not wanted because he is supposedly dangerous, violenit, and a threat to the
safety and security of others, He has heen told by our actions that we think

something is wrong "upstairs" and by our demands that he is "sick" and needs
some treatment.

I may be wrong in the inferences I have made, but the date that I have and
the eclinical feeling which I have certeainly do not lead me to support the
validity of any of these ideas.

THESE IDEAS, EVEN IF THEY WFRE NOT THERE BEFORE, AND EVEN IF THE DATA WHICH
I AND PERHAPS OTHERS HAVE DO NOT PROVIDE SUPPORT FOR THEM, ARE THERE NOW,

If I am wrong —— if the evidence which I asked for is available — then
I must reverse my position and press hard for him to receive specialized treat—

ment,

DBut, if T awm not wrong —= if the facts which I asked for bring forth negative
data —— then this case has very strong ethical implications, especially if the
experiences which 0ftis has gone through and the thoughts which have been placed

in his mind are instrumental in the development of Unhealthy behavior, As a
psychologist, I am very much concerned with the outcomes associated with this

unfortunate situation.,

Distribution:

Win, S. Mercery, Superiantendent, Twinsburg Public Schools .
Mr. Roosevelt Rodgers, father of 0tis Cg- ﬁ)ﬂ&:nr

Lege Eite Milton E. Wilson, Jro, PheD.
Consulting Psychologist
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PSYCHOLOGICAL SUMMARY fir L e ek
- Py Mr. William 8. Mevcer, Excc. llead Prom: Ralph Gillman, County Supt. of Schools
Twinsbury Schoeel] District iy Edgar H. J"ule!
Mr. Donald Welever, Principal, Dake: Pebroavy 24, 1965
Chambertin IH}.’.EI Gehoal
Subject: Results of fndividual psychelogical sctudy of:
Wame: OTTS RODGERS Address: 1993 Marwe 1T, Tydnsbrrs
Bivchdate: |} P J--I Tl‘-’lﬂ:ph:‘:m-: OL 3-8746
Parents! Hames: :-L.; svelt = llelen Schooi: Chamberin i gh
Date Tested: 2-11-65 Grade: 10
S| Tipe=dy Counselor: Hrs, Mell Mepsael
Hanson lor Beforysl: Dewviant baliayjior,
Caneral Obaervakions: Otia was nob -in school when Uhe examises aryived, so Hrs.,

Mengel ; Phe comse loe, made arvanzements rnl‘ him to come to sehool Ul :].L:w’ Far testing.

Nis abseuce Tconm seheol was dae Lo a pemnding decision eoncerning his wost recent acl of

insubordinatcion.

This tall Hegro boy grected the examiner in a warm, fricndly
tone. Being sowewhat puarded initially, Dtis soon hecame acelimatad to the testing
situation.

History: Dtis was tested by an examinoer from this office in Jomary
1962, Simee Chat date, be Has engaged in behavior which resulped in five schocl sus-
pensions.  Terms of suspension have ranged from one Lo ten days. Defiant bebavior in=
cluded nut heporing detenticn and acepsting a wijce izl iu the hatl. The uet of hiss-
ing Che pivl trawpatized her and she was abscont from sehoeol Jor a jew days, OLis saw
netiring wrong with this behavioy and felt pergeented, since the girl did not receive
siwdlar disciplinary action. After all, Dtis Felt that she did nothing te dliscourage
his appraach.

Tests Adwinintered: Bendey Visual Hlotor Gestalt
Wide Range Achicvement Test.
House-Tree=-Person
Hand Test

Wy mechach

Test Resulbs? Wide R-‘.iﬂj_{-li-“! i Hand: Test
Reading Grade Level 8.3 Acting Out Ratie 0:8
Discuzsion of Test Resulbs: s

Since a Wechsier Intellipgesce Scale for Chitdren was ad-
ministered in January 1962, and the question of dnteliigence did pot seem Lo be an’
issue, the exawiser clected to accep! Lhe intellipgence scores reported, and proceeded
to administer projective techniques.

Personality testing fndicated that Otis is having difficulty
in establishing pood interpersonal relationships, He i3 an cxpansive indiwvidoend who ig
psically unconcerned abeut the feclings ﬂu-:l values ol others. He is5 harboring streag
feelings ol i ety with pronounced agpressive tendencies which have a 11m~.|,1Ee Li;&-
OLis has the propensity ta acl out in an anti-social manner unless bhe is nnder careiul
qupervisgion, and perhaps in Spite & it or as a reaction Lo Lt. Further analysis 1n-
dicated a lack of good planning and judgment. Therefore, since Otis does lack the
abiiity te plan appropriately and i3 impulsive in naLure &rcmu;&:mmi witl -Low andfor
wials controls, the potentinl ol his acting cut In a destructive manner is highly

pEcnable,




