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"JUDGES OUT AND JUDGES IN"

I read about it, I know about it, but the exudus of so many judges in

Massachusetts does not change the problems of the mediocre criminal
justice system. There is a great need to review and to correct the

system. This is the time.

For decades the Judicial Branch of Government has been growing stronger
until the point that they over-powers the Legislative and Executive
Branches of the government without any challenge at all.

Now is the time to re-construct our legal system similar as the State of
Comnecticut, judges being elected by the citizens and appoint the District
Attorneys. - To the contrary, Massachusetts continue with the process of
increase the crime rate and creating a larger prison population.

The State of Connecticut for many years had the same problems as Massachu-
setts of allowing the emotions and public fear to overide commen sense,
everytime a terrible crime is being played on the news, over and over.-
while this taking place, the County District Attorney is jumping up-and-
down before the tv-camera in preparation for the next election. The changes
that was made in Connecticut's legal system, little by little is running
more effectively and can be used now as a National Model.

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts is the birth of our Nation, but
it is blinding itself from reality by keeping historical tra-
dictions that are indeed counter productive. Our Criminal Justice
System without any gquestion, has become like the Massachusetts
Procbation Department, (or) the Massachusetts Department of
Correction where "policy and regulations" have been standarized
creating a tunnel vision locking at the issues as black and
white; - Without loocking into the grey areas, that is growing
so big that when exploded make people to stun and thinking, in
particular when you have a police officer being killed, a drive
by shooting or rapz and murder by a person con parcle or having
a prior criminal record.



WE ARE THE PEOPLE, the founders of our country are moving from inside the
burial grounds; we have to advance our legal system that can compete with
contemporary problems; historically PAUL REVERE rode into Boston announcing
that "the British was coming", I'm not riding the horse, I'm using the
computer system to address the issues of concern so that the public can
further understand the juvenile gangs have bezn multiplying and exponen-
tially infiltrated into the school system in the State.

Can we look into the cause, the state holder's answer is more prisons,
' i ing the nepotism within the legal system.
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Hundreds of lawyers are
lining wp ahead of what
some experts predict could
be a mass exodus of as many
as 75 state judges this sum-
mer, when an across-the-
board 330000 pay hike is
slated to kick in and boost
their salaries and pensions,

“It seems like every other
atterney 1 bump into al a
courthouse has an applica-
tion pending,” said Martin
W, Healy, chief legal coun-
sel and chiefl operating of-
ficer of the Massachusetts
Bar Association.

A whopping 463 lawyers
submitted applications i
2003 o the Judicial Momi-
nating Commission, neady
three times as many as the
number who applied in 2003,
according to state officials.

Another 51 have applied
in the first quarter of this
year, and legal observers

Lodare COalging up e sjusc
£ in interest to the potential
¥ for scores of vacancies in
the judiciary — coupled
with better pay. Associate

judges will a 23 percent
bump, bringing their salares
to $159600, from $1296040,

Pav hike may fuel exodus

nd rush for jurge jons

while Supreme Court associ-
ate justice salaries will score
just under 3176000,

"It an unprecedented pay
:;.l.:'.: thtl;jat ii:ll:vt]ﬂﬁt A

ey are highly i- {m!I!rD-
sitions on a mﬁ \
safd. “Bu paﬂlt:ul:ar}y ml;h
this pay increase and some of
the other generous benefits
the judpes receive in this state
~ there is definitely a buzz
throughour the legal comamae-
nity about the sheer number
of potential vacancies”

Healy said he's heard an-
ecdotal estimates of any-
where from 25 to 60 judges
who could cash in and re-
tire early. Governor's Coun-
cilor Robert Jubinville said
there’s conjecture that up oo
50 could move on, accord-
B tor his discussions with
judges and court personnel
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— that's on top of the 16 al-
ready mandated o retire as
they hit the ?0-vear-old cap
this year = which would
take a huge chunk out of the
state's 4ll-member bench,
Besides the long-awaited
pay raise, the judiciary’s first
since 200G, a BENETous tarist
an state pension rules is also
fueling the possible massive
turmover on the state benche
Judges' pensions are
based on their highest salary,
meaning they need to clock
in only one day under their
new pay to have it caleulated
invo their pension. To collect
the mavimurn 75 percent,
judges have to be at least 65
years ald with 15 yedars on th

bench, according to the state
treasurer's office.

“T believe we're looking
at mass retirements,” said
ex-state Rep. Dan Winslow,
a former judge himself who
voted for the pay raise last
year, He said of the pend-
ing exodus, *1 don’t blame
the judges. I blame the ot
that people hang on for that
next pay raise and when it
finally comes, they know
the next one might not hap-
pen for three, five, seven
years or later”

Judge James Collins, pres-
blent of the Massachusetts
Judges Conference, said he's
heard “all sorts of numbers”™
of patential reticements, bt
doubts they'll reach the 50
plus some are speculating,

"k the end of the day I
might be rised, but T'm
not expecting it Collins said,
adding that with nearly three
vears o mandated  retire-
ment himself, he doesn't plan
W feave eardy. “There's been
cight vears of absolutely no
change in salary whatsoever.
« 1 thank there is a fairmess in

GOV, DEVAL PATRICK

tealeulating the pension) on
the day vou retirg.”

Trial Court Chiel Justice
Paula Carey said in a s1ate-
ment she couldn’t speculate

on judges’ “personal deci-
sions”

“While some judges have
indicated they may retire,
no formal motice has been
given,” Carey said.

With ewvery judge who
does leave early, Gov. Deval
Patrick can tec up exira ap-

tnimsents that, U approved

v the Governor's Council,
could dramatically increase
his stamp on the judiciary
just months before he beaves
office. Patrick is set 1o name
a new chief justice of the Su-

preme Judicial Court afier
Eoderick Ireland anngunced
he'll petire in July, more than
four months before required.
But the process of replac-
ing retired judges could spill
over to the mext governor's
term. The Judicial Nominat-
ing Committee récommends
three o six candidates per
vacancy, giving the sitting
governor 18 months to pluck
them for an open spot.
Asked if Pairick would
try to plug all posts belore
his terms ends in January, a
spokeswoman said, A Fully
staffed judicial branch is key
to the functioning of state
government.”
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