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DEAR DAVID,

FIRST LET ME SAY THANX YOU FOR WRITING, I'M HONORED THAT A SOLDIER TOOX THE TIME
TO READ WHAT I WRITE. YOUR RESPONSE DOES NOT OFFEND ME, YOU DO MAXE PERFECT SENSE.
MY NEIGHBOR GETS THE USA TODAY NEWSPAPER AND I JUST SEE SO MANY YOUNG MEN % WOMEN BEING
KILLED IN THESE COUNTRIES AND IT SICKENS ME, MY LIFE IS OVER. I KNOW THIS ISN'T ONE
OF THOSE OLD MOVIES BUT IT'S STILL A PLAUSIBLE IDEA. MAYRBE NOT IN COMBAT, AND MAYBE
NOT ALOT OF PEOPLE BUT I JUST THINK THERE HAS TO BE A BETTER WAY. MY UNCLE MIKE IS
CAREER ARMY. I WOULD HAPPILY TRADE PLACES WITH HIM. I BELIEVE HE STILL LIVES ON A BASE
IN S. KOREA AND THATS A BIG PART OF THE REASON WHY I DON'T REALLY XKNOW HIM VERY WELL.
MY WHOLE POINT IS THAT THERE HAS TO BE A BETTER WAY. I KNOW THERE ARE NO EASY OR SIMPLE
ANSWERS BUT I WISH THERE WERE., THERE HAS TO BE A BETTER WAY THAN JUST TAKING YOUNG
AMERICANS WHO ARE JUST STARTING THEIR LIVES, AND SENDING THEM INTO COMBAT. THESE ROAD
SIDE BOMBINGS AND SUICIDE BOMBERS, THEY JUST DON'T PLAY BY ANY RULES. I AM IN NO WAY
AN EXPERT ON IT SO I WOULD NOT PRETEND TO THINK THAT MY IDEA WAS A GOOD ONE BUT I JUST
THINK THERE HAS TO BE ANOTHER WAY. ONE WHERE SO MANY YOUNG AMERICANS DON'T LOSE THEIR
LIVES. SOME PEOPLE CAN CHANGE, BUT MAYBE NOT ENOUGH FOR MY IDEA. I'VE CHANGED AND
BELIEVE ME, I WAS A BAD KID, AN ANGRY TROUBLE MARING TEENAGER AND THE PRISON ENVIRONMENT
MADE ME A VIOLENT ADULT. BUT I'VE PUT ALL OF THAT BEHIND ME FOR QUITE A FEW YEARS NOY
AND I AM PROUD OF HOW I HAVE CHANGED, ALL I CAN SAY IS THAT IS OUR MILITARY TOOEK ME
AND TRAINED ME, I COULD HAVE BEEN AN ASSET. OR I WOULD DIED TRYING. TO REDEEM MYSELF
FROM MY PAST WRONGS IS SOMETHING I YEARN FOR, TO DO SOMETHING TO MAKE MY FAMILY PROUD,
MY DAUGHTER PROUD, IT'S SOMETHING I THINK OF EVERY SINGLE DAY, WELL THANK YOU VERY
MUCH FOR YOUR INPUT. MAYBE ONE DAY OUR GOVERNMENT WILL FIGURE IT ALL OUT, BUT IN THE
MEANTIME, I THANX YOU AND EVERYONE ELSE IN THE US MILITARY FOR KEEPING MY FAMILY SAFE
FROM TERROR. YES, MY JUSTINE WAS KILLED. A MAN WAS TRYING TO GET INTO HER PANTS WHILE
SHE WAS DRINKING A LITTLE AND HE INJECTED HER WITH HEROIN AND LEFT HER TO DIE ALONE.
THE MOST PRECIOUS PERSON I HAVE EVER KNOWN HAD HER LIFE STOLEN FROM HER AND IT CONTINUES
TO EAT ME ALIVE INSIDE. IT'S BEEN 12 1/2 YEARS NOW & I HAVE NOT LEARNED HOW TO LIVE
WITH IT. THANK YOU FOR WRITING DAVID, I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING FROM YOU AGAIN. TAKE
CARE, THANX FOR READING & I HOPE I HEAR FROM YOU AGAIN, YOU CAN ASK WHAT YOU WANT.
PEOPLE SAY "THANX FOR YOUR SERVICE" WAY TOO MUCH, I HFAR IT CONSTANTLY ON TV. THANK
YOU FOR PUTTING YOUR LIFE ON THE LINE TO PROTECT THE REST OF US. BRAVERY & SELFLESSNESS

CONTINUES TO IMPRESS ME. CIAO,



