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EYEWITNESS FALLIBILITY

Cn Octeober 18 1982, I resided 1n a conservetively white
Cﬂmmm.'f'r, ond wos acutely aware of my wrigee distinction
e !JIEJ.H& Fhe an!}a dar k. Larﬂ';i'j-ﬁ'.}ffl:lhicl wrade with a Full becwrel,
‘[angl 1-.1nrj black Haie dwern in a lﬂan}.’T{-.H. I also were oo $m le o8
[ felt comFortably Secure owaing title to my proncunced ap-
pecrance. A Smile thet quickly Feded on thet Octeber n:.;al-.'l* whe
L wwees F.".-.:-.::e_d vnder crrest by a Clearweoter, Floridea police
detective . Who told me feur eyewitnesses hod positively 1denm -
fified me as the person 'i’ha? seen Comeit w brctel mwrcder,
Howrs ceurlier, before I:-'e,x}-.cj pleacecd wander Felse arrest T
had been S'-E'i.,uﬁbﬁi‘_ff eftocked From belivnd by en wnknown o -
sailant, Lﬂa.w'nﬂ Mg o L‘-‘lﬂﬂrl?r vmeSs, and Swiffering severe heed
frdevran ﬁ‘-MDL.-un-hlﬂﬁ- te o L) o concinssion ., Mow ced the fota|
Shock howrs later in lecrning my girlériends odult son hed
been muwdare_d‘, el T ooy i::-'-a-.llﬂfI| -::l'l.a-rcje-d werth Bis maarder.
rh-'l“ﬂiﬂﬂ me infe o Feeving  vadan fn:m:.r f'E-FE.EL'h:F_d*?- Sﬁ-'f::-‘tﬁ Fowy P~
ple cowld not have seen vwme, becawse I hed not killed Gnvpone
Fromw thet ml‘-311'[' in October (482, on; [ heve swéfered Fromm
extreme mental duress, Even as T write this T have « pownd -
iﬂﬁ hecadache , Pee Te the F\naw'ft-cfﬂ e Thet F L Ferl 1o £Eoad
Hhe 1mflecence fo compe | the Five tricel level .:a.,'t‘{-;t.--ﬂe_-.ﬁ te
come forwewd to acddress The irrepareble prejucice the wwith-
held Faverable eyewitness evidence had on them teo provide
e with oo Faur cnd tmpartial tral, T il either be evecuted,

= CfJE. aF Efd -E-l»..-ijﬁ bfhlﬂnci F‘fc.’tr_{ﬂ.'j dlﬁﬂﬁﬁf.'l warecl s af ol eccti

e . .,

{.._.an.‘_t_n'l_‘g_.;l
H-’Jﬂ& :.'?F tThe dﬂ-FﬂﬂiE- l'-H*'-'?r‘ﬂE-T'E 61#:-1-"‘ to rfIﬂ"ﬁ'—ﬁEr'ﬂ._{' e wreadld

i'ﬁ.l!'-llla Frig (jE'.f The Fc.ihl-‘_e_ H‘E.Far'r-sj .:,uif‘hu:.f.f ﬁ'h'.?f'ﬂ.me.nf'_iJu_.ﬂ.tI e Thhe &

evicdence [ continuwely asked them te prvide me. fuidence the
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rﬁ.Pne.ci_']'tdIF told me woas ﬂuerwhe,[m[nﬂ a5 To fj.:.n.QH- Et was 1
wntil the morning (n June 1983, when the judge Forced me to
stocme triel. The .-:~.'+h-.--n£.T oppo-nted te represent me feappecrecd
nf ter months af wmoT beivig ecvenilable te tell wme the eyewifacsses
had rmoce ftheir identification of me 'f'hruu.,e_lh g Tive Mo phete
Corveny when I asked to ::ir?e_;,fl, e Py Sterprise the J:L'f_""-ﬂ*.'rmt? Showed
1T o me, I wos 1=m-1-.e.¢!fo.f'¢|‘?- ahble to pomt out toe hin how the
i-:hai':.- Or ey bdics Hlﬂhi; j'uﬂga-jr[ua. Theve weve Feoyr phetos ef
Lo paoe | [ﬁckinﬁ twhite wiales with west Ir-lﬂj broww Reacvr with Luld
becveds cine e I-:rhr.u'u‘u of me o devrik c.ﬂm;!e:-rmﬁe.r_{ e fe e bh
bloodshat eyes | lookiy Crezy with messed wp long black heir wifi
& Full beard. It wiees fﬂh-“:f obyvicus my phote stood vt as meat
be !'e.:nﬁ;y.ﬂ with the ofther Fowr phates,

5&.-9_;-1.5 the phete arfiy wes sy First Glinamer oF lhope thet the
troeth wowld come te E;thf'. I toict the ::.ff'a.'ne.?;,f wroamated b to
File e motien to Suppreds the E'TE-MJI.'!"'LE-SE identiFication dne fo
Fhe hfﬁh{y 5;,-,1;3&1;?:#«& natuve of the phete errey . Which I Felt
Soes oL :]'..;..-.-r_!' fh:'ﬂﬁJ simece The J-""""[‘,}'E" hed earlier refused +o ﬁn-m'f-
me fe contineence tnless T chenged rmy plea of g il |
gne of tempirary insanity  Which [ vefused tode! Mew £ Feit
the J';,-.-::Iﬁe wowld be -:::-bfiﬂn'l'e.c! te greeaTl e oo continwance [sesed
o The metiom fe seppress The eyewitness rdentiFieetfion Only thet
cid not -ILIt.‘n.-PF.Eﬁ-.. The Ju.d'ﬁe. oveeredd The hmrma to Seppeess
fhe eyew.thess denti€lcation to teake plece Thet .mc-.-n?nﬁ_ Itwes
ot this Fiae I lecirned oy J.'T-.fi"-l;h‘nﬁ'-? frauel J-._..__qf Fokéw Thiei of the
Four evew tnesses statements. Cwhich I wowld neT see watit

Y Beuvs ll-:::.i"e'.r_:]

GHIT oo of the Four egewitnesses, wnd the detective whe con
struweted the phete G fény, wrere celled fo Testify at the .[r.g;.._.-;ﬂﬁ
Te Seppeess the Eyew itnesses tdentificationm . The Eirst -r-_'.hft-...r:'#nf,-_;i

fE',J i_l-l":dlt-:“ The wions Lol le f'ﬂ' F-;}J‘J +|:-.-‘-:E.I?, ‘Sf'ln.-fi E LA e 5 f"ht’_ Ff-‘s.-.-.--n
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fhe hod seen fhat night. The other egewitnegs wes ceneq i ve -
cenl by Fﬂ:ﬁi‘i’fwe. L wues The persen she seen comm it the pnrder aned
b § wim? she Chose my phete. (The, Fecwopehle evielence dispet-
r.-"*ﬁ this E?’Ew;fﬂ?*.::'ﬂi ‘I"e.-:;‘!‘l-m.:rn-?. e s .:..lﬂpa:ure,ni’Lf N, o e 1 O
The !?f’-ﬁfvﬁl--'-ﬁ'i'l.*hj etteraeys, aund defense efferneys. Wheaeh none of
tliese Fiuve trie !l level ;L‘f"f'-:rne?.r-_: Covrm Costderre fﬂ-ku;tf plece | Since
1 F Pfe.:.-’r_nf“ﬂ.-d' them From precidiag me s b e Fecvr eul ,Lm,q;;r-f-,'._-,f
Triel.).

The defective wwhe conitrected the phete v sy testiFried e
done the best he conld te constrwer & Feur phote ooy hased
on the f,faw;fﬂEif description of the perssn they sesun. {w’h::f
this defective did neot revecl, nd I wowld moT learn watdl
SE.F'fEmbar [987, st i I wos wadar o decth wwoortee ¥ setwalin el
to be execuled. Wees tThe foect the detective hed teepe recc dded
three of the e:,.e,..u;fneﬁ:.-es sToate ments conel f‘h#..w? ccci described whe
fhﬂyﬁf-: -E_n'_"r"-"'-mlr-‘t the nicwrder o3 E:F-E',;mﬂ e wihrte male otk Icrr:..j
brewa heir. Nowe of thew yaentionec _'F'E!;‘lrnj to Fenll Becrd ) The
detectives Wi.'rhl["di'ﬂ"'._ﬂj cf thes infermation wes blatent I-,:r::'h_c-t
wiis Conedwetl, None of the £five Tviedl lewvel t.':.'f'f‘n-.-‘m?.-.‘” Cioin Lot -
done the :'r'rr.,-n:;n:tb!t Ff'f;}hﬂf!{f‘- this detective ciected 1w the
Figpression 0FfF Thas Sviclence [_:l.j'.u-t'f'.l-:;-‘Lj t e v el oy T e
The Five Fricl level r._.'H’m'man:i weye clf F::-Iself leccl o beliese
tlhe evicdemce hﬁnﬂlna‘f g conadd et be L{I'SJ.'I wteel . Crce L ema
ez le To Cormpel Them 1o Lome Forweord To respomel o the
Fm’ﬁ;& wvescondued thed Teok place m rav e . L oueitl be vin-
d[c:«.fe_d.‘r.ﬁf‘ iy Thet 51.'-""'1F=’.IFE-'-IT'--"'.4:{ recses The Eﬂ'mﬂi'fimﬁ oFf why thes
hes mneT hafpe“eﬂf

After the detfective Geewe fies Toamted ‘taiﬂman}“ The _;'u..-.f.-ge
recled even THeweH the ghoto Cerveny e Some wib et 5-hﬁ:;,¢sh}u*_'
fhe woewid ﬂnf?r Swppress the tdeatiéficetion ©F the pgne eye-

wietinegs wihe wes enmabie to 'h.t-:.fhf? s i T c.-’_r'h.ifnf? I cvees the
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persen She seeun thet r'u-ﬁ bt, ol waeld allow the 'i‘e--.?'f'-.l-.-w.n?.
cf the othes three evert tuesses  Theo the J.r_,n_cl!:-qu_ o rele el Jeery
seflectivn For the trial +e bPeg i

Had the detective becn honest abowt the frmitel evernTnesses
descriptivas of the person They seen Commpm t the muvder, The
J-Mij'?' widielel heve fhad to S pEre %S The r_nl.lr-ﬂw_:i‘nf.sie; ted gt =7 -
caticn of mwe due To the h:'jhf}.. Swggestive phote crreny . E it
hecve been ﬁrcvhmtl&-c{ e ComTinwemice omel been cvhile to point ol
+e P p:f'i'“u.rne.xr heow The sti..'.-;g..r:‘fn-: sses deseripton moctehed the
poévien & hed been !cm:_“mj, &l ﬁ_--fa'nj hed fo be the Edller. .

I alse learned 1n SepTember 1987, while T weiited teo be exe-
\Cu'f:"_r:{, thet co hosT of cther Fevereble evicdence to Aispete
e E‘fawa.‘ﬁ-aeﬁ:..raﬁ identi Ficeticm oF e existed, The mas‘l"‘cjf:-w-
}ﬂj piece of fovorcble evidence that hod been $eparessec
hu:fld'e.n, Come iwm oo jﬂat:'r.a: reperl oF the First officer ¢ the
Seene of The murder. The officer toek o collective description
From the Fowr egewitaesses, cnd they el cqreed the perscn
the {efum e s e pibife pele wooth Lo brovan fair. ( Once
ﬁ.gn.u:ﬁ there rcs mie mmentios 6F S€eing o Fuc il beprw.:}_)‘ Te oy
kot .!'tdrjﬁ neither ¢f the twe presec et r;-.? ettovineys , aumd
three e fege ﬂ‘f“f’.:-fmff?:: inveleed im Py Cose kinecs af This
‘,:u;:f:r.;cs cErIcers rr-paf"fﬁ, mor elief cury o f Then evesr ﬁ.-,«..:.-;fséu
hiw: For etl [wtenswe pPusrpeses This police officer chid not
Eﬁ::‘]" u—rn'“f‘:f 0 S . STON () RS ;'eprf‘f:— in Se mdeniber (187,

Ao ther -‘jfchfl-mrf, piece ©F Fevoreble evidence thet cues sup-
pressed come vn The Fect that orne of the eyewtnesses had
drevivim G- cavmesite of the perssn She seen Cemmif The mon-
cder. Fﬂ'l?rjilf-'“l.ﬂ:-u-bi? the r,-:ml.f;::s;fe. rir“r.,u.-.-.;»j I"’.I" thas -E‘.l?re'.w:fﬂfsj‘. sl S
et preservved e e viclewce aned the cétective 5!'“&'_-&"}-:'-1.--:. 1T Fe
U S e v %M:ﬁf’wnfd’ .I:r.? THhe Ti—a i:.?,*g:.e'.._-_.*_'f'h:,- f-“f‘fwﬂe-r?:, gl

three clefese ﬂifh:rr.-te-.‘, I
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All of this withheld Fovereble evidemse preves T wes clened a
Farr comel i pertie! triel, Siace & was r":n-he-f? eeie to €u P e
_::we.rwhﬂl'.m-;-j-!? 3;,;,1!1}- 5 J-u'huf v Eve s Three clececles , hewe I
e e r’?r’ﬁ.u'fﬂfﬁrf Frridimma cﬂmFEHsnE the Five treiesl level n..ﬂ'nrrne_:rs
+a r‘e*.-_r,r;‘;..,,‘f o The 1.,"--‘5,;.:;-.-1'-.-‘:!{. Pf-zja.-.r.h-r.a The withlheld Feverchia
Cidlevc e jneid v the 4o rarn.,q;{g. WP T | ;....4‘,?.,_,...

+ el ‘f‘r"fc.f T':'TF.-?

T need the cowmeT of pu-blic :.:*l-.r:n.inn o everT enflirenmce g the Flue
el level :i.‘f"i'uw-xe.T; o Come Forwere o T [y e oyt sy
"‘ilhcfl ot rreweler, He lp e 4o viresl eenel o oul Brsie el
+hie blajeetT ofF r.-l::jc...-..n..‘ﬁr. The Five trial level :-i"‘l‘w—nm?u v e dd
AeT fgm. ol @w Thewr wess s rhe_.?. heve 7= he corvepelled
To come Fovpoevel 1‘!-1.-;:;..51-. Py ;-pu“i‘.-_-,nr Erinm The covrt o2 Po-blée
.:':F';“,'{,,...,J o TE{.? war i B f‘f_man.n hiddes i Flhoe 5 hadsoss -.-_Ic.n.-?,;....j
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