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Lm;al Agencies Hlt Hard By
Food Stamp Program Cuts

: By Bruce A. Tomaselli

Saint Vinecent DePaul has
“operated the Food For Famuhes
- Program 1n the A]twna John-
stown Diocese for the past 23
years, The Society has two food
banks, ' two Famtly Iu.lchens
one 1n Mlmna and one 1n John-
stown, as well as five food pan-
tries serving Patton, Ebensburg,
Carralltown, Altoona, and John-
stown :

“all. of our people have
echoed this increasé,” Consiglio
added. “In 12 years I've never
seen ﬂus amount of need acruss
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It bothers™ hu;n that ‘somie-
fimes ptﬂph‘.‘ d:}nl rea!tza “that
those numbers r:pfesam human
beings. "Th:s: figures re:prcsem
real; live ptﬂpleﬂht said, "Ti'l_ey
aren’t just random ﬁgﬁrﬂ". it
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Generally, the cuts mean
people are being forced to feed

~ themselves on about $5.00 per

day.. With the price of meats,
vegetable, - frut; energy, etc.,
continually. increasing, 1t's an
impossibility.  “Really,” sad
Johnstone, “"how can you expect
anyone to_survive on $5.00 per
day for food?"

Consiglic said it’s not just
persons we consider less fortu-
nate that are seeking assistance.
“You'd be surprised: how many

. employed people with families
" just can’t make ends meet.They

look to us for assistance,” he
said.

DePaul Society in the A

lize that those numbers repres:
't just random Fgures

Johnstone said the ‘enfire
situation has snowballed be-
cause of the hard winter we're
expenencing. Catholic Chanties
was already 514,000 over their
budget for energy at the end of
January. Any agency that pro-
vides energy assistance, food
banks, and food panines have
been hit hard this year,

“When | greet people I'm
always wondering if they have

eaten that day,” Johnstone said.

“You would be surprised how
many people haven't.eaten; es-
pgmal]y our | homeless. pu]:lula-
tion.”
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