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Introduction

several months ago, the Brothers at the San Quentin SHU /
Deathrow conlacted me about collaborating on a zine praject as
part of an educational outreach and networking project they were
developing. This included social networking with email, facebook,
twitter, a website and so forth,

This was right around the time that the first of two waves of
hunger strikes, spearheaded by the SHU prisoners over at Pelican Bay
was getting ready to become a very important reality. | was part of
the support group, working behind the scenes, for that seminal
series of actions. | knew these Brothers at San Quentin would also
involve themselves with that struggle, as they are victims of clinical
State torture, too.

50, we all had a “lot an our plates” mentally at that time. But, |
knew this would prove to be a very fruitful and productive
collaboration, once we had the time to focus on it. | immediately
told them | was down for the zine aspect of their initiative, which
will actually flower into a series of zines. After all, that's what | dg -
collaborate with conscious prisoners on zines and make them
available to whoever wants to learn from them - not least of who is
myseifl | got into this whole zine distre thing in the first place
because | wanted to learn and (Ropefully) become comrades with
those brilliant thinkers on the frontline trenches - the brilliant
prisoners who have not only attained consClousness under brutal
conditions but who also have the Courage to share their wisdom with
thelr fellow captives.

'm a prison abolitionist because | detest crime. This may sound
odd. You may say, "People are in prison because they have
committed crimes!™ 1 do not condone criminal behavior whether
perpetrated by an individual or carried out by bureaucrats following
the orders and laws of a criminal state. Incarceration is com
of kidnapping and imprisoning, in this society under brutal and
seemingly endless conditions. It “solves™ nathing! It is mass
criminality, on a daily basis by the state, protected by “law. "

You don't pour gas on a fire and you don't rehabilitate people by
torturing them and brutalizing them - and then spitting them back
into society with little or no oplions to fashion a legitimate (ife,

As for death row, this is the ugly bed sore of a diseased soclety.
How the hell does this society claim the right to slowly torture
people - and then put them to death??? Oh yeah, | forgot - the
Lonstitution says so. Well to thic day, the Constitution still insists
that prisoners are nothing more than legal slaves! Read the 13w
Amendment - and then read what these articulate Brothers write.
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