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Obama calls on nations to confront
extremists

UNITED NATIONS — The world is making
progress on items ranging from human rights
to global warming, President Obama said
Wednesday, but all of that could be undone
by the largest threat: extremist violenge,

In his annual address to the United MNations,
Obama urged all countries and religiohs -
especially Islam — to reject the extremist
ideologies that fuel bloodshed and threaten
global stability.

" As we look to the future, one issue rigks a
eycle of conflict that could derail so much
progress,” Obama said. "And that is the
cancer of violent extremism that has mvaged
so many parts of the Muslim world."

The president's annual visit to the United
Nations came the same week the United
States began airstrikes in Syria against the
Islamic State, one of the extremist groups
cited by Obama. Attacks continued
Wednesday. Last month, the presideni
authorized similar strikes against the militant

group in lrag.

The United States has assembled "a broad
coalition” to defeat the militants, mcluding
Arab states, Obama said. He cited plans to
train forces in Iraq and Symia to carry the
fight on the ground against the Islami¢ State
and other jihadists. He said, "We will neither
tolerate terrorist safe havens, nor act 45 &n
OCCUpYINg power."”

In calling on Muslims 1o denounce exiremist
ideology, Obama said a lethal group af
terrorists "have perverted one of the world's
great religions.”

Thomas McDonnell, a professor of
international law at Pace Law School in
White Plains, N.Y ., said it's commendable for
Obama to speak out against global
extremism. The challenge, he said, is that
many people around the world see the United
States as a longtime backer of repressive
regimes, especially in the Middle East

"We are not exactly a ncutral arbiter,”
MecDonnell said. "It's a complicated
situation.”

Obama's speech was in sharp contrast 1o his
U.N. address last year. Then, he spoke of
ending "a decade of war” that included lrag
and Afghanistan and having the United States
shift away "from a perpetual war footing.”

Citing criticism of the United States, Obama
acknowledged the nation’s faults, specifically
last month's fatal shooting by police in
Ferguson, Mo.

Though "we have our own racial and ethnic
tensions,” Obama said, the United States has
"worked to address our problems, to make
our union more perfect.”

|

Noting hopeful signs around the world,
Obama said the prospects of major wars
between global powers are reduced, poverty
rates are falling and the Intemnet is helping to
educate millions.

But Obama also spoke of a "pervasive unease
in our world" about events such as the Ebola
epidemic in West Africa and Russian
aggression in Ukraine — and terrorism.

*We come together at a crossroads,” he said.
"Between war and peace, between disorder
and integration, between fear and hope.”

U.S., Canadian jets intercept 8 Russian
aircraft

U.S. and Canadian jets intercepted eight
Russian military aircraft as they neared
American and Canadian airspace in two
separate incidents, officials confirmed
Saturday.

In both incidents the Russian aircraft never
penetrated U.S. or Canadian airspace and
appeared non-threatening, military officials
said.

"They just continued on with their mission,”
said Army Lt Col. Michael Jazdyk, a
spokesman for NORAD, the North American
Aerospace Defense Command. "We were
monitoring the situation to make sure they
weren't going to go in our airspace.”

On Wednesday at about 7 p.m. Pacific time
two Alaska-based F-22 fighters were sent to
identify six Russian military flying off the
coast of Alaska. The Russian aircraft
included two MiG-31 fighters, two long
range bombers and two refueling tankers.

The aircraft tumed south and headed back
toward Russia

Hours later, two Russian long range bombers
were intercepted and identified by two
Canadian CF-18 fighters off the coast of
Canada.

"We suspect it was nothing more than a
training exercise,” Jazdyk said.

Sovereign airspace extends about 12 miles
off the coastline, but an identification zone
extends out 200 miles, allowing nations fo
identify aircraft before they become a threat.

Officials say such intercepts are not unusual.
They occur on average nearly once a month,

according to NORAD. <= E

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg says she has no
plans to retire soon

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
has a message she'd like to make loud and
clear to anyone wondering if she plans on
stepping down any time soon: In a word, the
answer is no.

Her reason, she explained in an an interview
with Elle, comes down to the Senate. While
Democrats currently control the chamber,
they do not have the 60 votes needed to

oY

defeat a likely Republican filibuster to get a
left-leaning justice onto the court |

"Anybody who thinks that if I step down,
Obama could appoint someone like me,
they're misguided,” Justice Ginsburg said.

Her comments come as a pointed reply to
left-wing critics who believe she should step
down now so President Obama can appoint
another liberal-leaning judge in her place. If
not, critics contend, the 81-year-old justice
could die with a Republican president in
office, paving the way for the pendulum of
the Court to tilt further to the right. And
while Obama may have two years left in
office, critics worry that if the Democrats
lose the Senate come November, geiting a
left-leaning judge onto the court becomes a
monumental, if not impossible, task to
achieve,

"[Ginsburg] is dead wrong about something
big." wrote the New Republic's Marc Tracy
in December of last year. "And the big thing
she is wrong about is insisting that she should
not consider retiring soon, while she knows
that a Democratic president and a
Democratic-leaning Senate will be in-charge
of replacing her.”

But Ginsburg is holding to her already stated
intention to maintain her position — justices
have lifetime appointments.

" As long as I can do the job full steam.... |
think I'll recognize when the time comes that
I can't any longer. But now I can," she said.

"Who do you think President Obama could
appoint at this very day, given the boundaries
that we have?" she said in the interview. "If |
resign any time this year, he could not
successfully appoint anyone [ would like to
see in the Court.”™

A key topic in the interview excerpt was the
court's shift to the political right in recent
years, particularly on women's issues, and
what Ginsberg sees as the primary catalyst in
that shift: Justice Anthony Kennedy.

*To be frank, it's one person who made the
difference: Justice [Anthony] Kennedy," she
said in the interview. "He was a member of
the triumvirate used to [reaflirm] Roe v.
Wade in the Casey case, but since then, his
decisions have been on upholding restrictions
on access to abortion.”

She also commented on her now-famous
dissent she wrote after the court's 5-4 ruling
in the Hobby Lobby case, which said the
government cannot require closely held
companies to provide employees with
insurance that would cover birth control and
emergency contraception, if they conflict
with the employers' religious beliefs.

In the dissent, Ginsburg notably wrote, "The
exemption sought by Hobby Lobby and
Conestoga would override significant
interests of the corporations’ employees and




covered dependents. It would deny legions of
women who do not hold their employers'
beliefs access to contraceptive coverage.”

But speaking with Elle, Ginsburg said she did
not think the Hobby Lobby ruling would be
remembered as a significant decision from
her time on the Court.

"] think 50 years from now, people will not
be able to understand Hobby Lobby," she
said in the interview.

She added that, in her opinion, a reason for a
lack of "pro-choice activity” in the country
today is because the brunt of decisions
restricting access to contraceptives and
ahortions, is felt primarily by poor women.

“The impact of all these restrictions is on
poor women, because women who have
means, if their state doesn't provide access,
another state does.”

New details in fence-jumping reveal
failures in security rings around White
House

As an intruder sprinted for the White House
door Friday, a Secret Service officer ran to
get in his way — but the intruder barreled
past the officer and kept going, officials
familiar with the incident said Tuesday.

A few yards farther on, the intruder, Omar
Jose Gonzalez, reached the White House
door. A guard was supposed to be posted
directly in front, but no one was blocking the
door at that moment.

Those new details help explain how the
Secret Service's plan for guarding the White
House — which envisioned five different
rings of protection between the public
sidewalk and the president’s front door —
failed so completely.

A plainclothes surveillance team was on duty
that night outside the fence, meant to spot
jumpers and give carly waming before they
made it over. When that team didn't notice
Gonzalez, there was an officer in a guard
booth on the North Lawn. When that officer
couldn't stop him, there was supposed to be
an attack dog, a SWAT team and a guard at
the front door — all at the ready.

But the attack dog wasn't released.

The SWAT team, which didn't react in time,
was trailing Gonzalez as he dove through
some bushes ringing the White House's front
entrance.

And when Gonzalez reached the door, he
found his path clear and the door unlocked.

“One after another unit failed,” said a former
high-ranking Secret Service official who
spoke on the condition of anonymity to
describe White House security protocols.
“This guy has now crossed 70-some yards of
restricted area If he has [an explosive] device
on him and he gets in, he controls the White
House. He could have anything on him.”

Inside, Gonzalez was subdued by a
plainclothes agent — the sixth ring of
security that night. That agent’s job is to
patrol a place that intruders are never
supposed to reach: the interior of the
executive mansion.

Questions for agency

Gonzalez, 42, did not express an intent to
harm anyone at the White House. He was
carrying only a folding knife, authorities say,
and said he wanted to warn President Obama
that the “atmosphere was collapsing.”

But the fact that he breached the White
House's legendary security perimeter — and
did it using the unsophisticated method of
jumping the fence and running for the door
— has raised serious questions about the
Secret Service's preparation.

The agency is conducting an internal review
of the incident. Officials will also face
questions from the House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee at a hearing
next week.

Secret Service spokesman Ed Donovan
declined to describe the details of Gonzalez's
path. Asked about the criticism that the
system failed at several levels to stop the
intruder, Donovan said it was not appropriate

to respond during an ongoing internal review.

“Any conversation prior to the completion of
the review is speculation or merely erroncous
judgments provided by anonymous sources
who are not in a position to know all the facts
and whose experience and level are
unknown,” Donovan said.

Already, Friday's intrusion has altered the
look of the White House grounds. Monday
evening, the Secret Service put up a second
fence along the mansion's north side. About
cight feet in front of the White House’s
iconic, 49-vear-old wrought-iron fence, there
is now a line of metal barricades that look
like bike racks linked end to end.

The Secret Service said that the new fence
creates “a temporary buffer zone™ and that it
will stay up while officials conduct their
review of Friday's intrusion.

Four days afier the incident, a look back
shows that Gonzalez had come to the Secret
Service's attention twice earlier this year,
This summer, he was interviewed by the
agency after raising suspicions during a
traffic stop on an interstate highway in rural
Wythe County, Va

The Virginia State Police allegedly found a
number of weapons in Gonzalez's car,
including a sawed-off shotgun, two sniper
rifles, an assault rifle, a bolt-action rifle, one
intact shotgun and five handguns. Police also
found a map of the Washington area with a
circle around the Masonic temple in
Alexandria, V., and a line that pointed

{ %

toward the White House, police and
prosecutors said.

A Secret Service official, speaking on behalf
of the agency, said Tuesday that agents had
interviewed Gonzalez afterward, and found
no reason to charge him with threatening the
president or 10 refer him for mental health
treatment.

Then, in late August, a Secret Service officer
spotted Gonzalez walking along the White
House's south fence, carrying a hatchet in his
waistband. Officers interviewed him and
searched his car, finding camping gear but no
evidence that he posed a threat.

The Secret Service official said that, at the
time, officers were aware of the earlier
contact with Gonzalez in Virginia. But, the
official said. “he did not exhibit any mental-
health issues at that point. He had not
engaged in any criminal activity.” Gonzalez
was let go.

On Friday, less than a month later, he
returned to the White House and climbed the
fence.

Crossing lines of defense

For some reason not yet explained, no officer
was close enough to collar Gonzalez on his
mad dash to the building.

The next line of defense was supposed to be
the attack dog, a Belgian Malinois trained to
hit an intruder like a canine missile. A video
of the event shows a dog running onto the
scene, possibly on a leash, but only after
Gonzalez opened the front door.

The next level of security was supposed to be
a heavily armed SWAT team that roves the
White House grounds. This team was created
specifically in the wake of a study by the
Army's Delta Force in the 1990s, which
wamned that the White House was vulnerable
to jumpers.

It is unclear where the emergency-response
team members were when the intruder passed
Friday night. Some may have relocated to the
South Lawn, where the president’s helicopter
had lifted off 10 minutes before the intruder
appeared. In a video of the incident, black-
clad figures with guns are seen following
Gonzalez, but at that point he was already
close to the door.

Finally, according to former officials familiar
with White House security, an officer is
always supposed to be stationed at the front
door. In this case, no officer was there, said
several people familiar with the incident who
spoke on the condition of anonymity to
describe what they said were lapses. Video
footage shows an officer on the far eastern
side of the porch with his gun pointed at
Gonzalez — but it is not clear what the
officer’s assignment was that night.
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Obama calls on nations (o confront
extremists

UNITED NATIONS — The world is making
progress on items ranging from human rights
to global warming, President Obama said
Wednesday, but all of that could be undone
by the largest threat: extremist violence,

In his annual address to the United MNations,
Obama urged all countries and religions —
especially [slam — to reject the extremist
ideologies that fuel bloodshed and threaten
global stability.

" As we look to the future, one issue risks a
cycle of conflict that could derail 50 much
progress,” Obama said. "And that is the
cancer of violent extremism that has ravaged
so many parts of the Muslim world."

The president’s annual visit to the United
Nations came the same week the United
States began airstrikes in Syria against the
Islamic State, one of the extremist groups
cited by Obama. Attacks continued
Wednesday. Last month, the president
authorized similar strikes against the militant
group in lraq,

The United States has assembled "a broad
coalition” to defeat the militants, including
Arab states, Obama said. He cited plans to
train forces in Irag and Syria to carry the
fight on the ground against the Islamic State
and other jihadists. He said, "We will neither
tolerate terrorist safe havens, nor act as an
OCCUpYINg power.”

In calling on Muslims to denounce extremist
ideology, Obama said a lethal group of
terrorists "have perverted one of the world's
great religions.”

Thomas McDonnell, a professor of
international law at Face Law School in
White Plains, N.Y., said it's commendahle for
Obama to speak out against global
extremism. The challenge, he said, is that
many people around the world see the United
States as a longtime backer of repressive
regimes, especially in the Middle East,

"We are not exactly a neutral arbiter,”
McDonnell said. "It's a complicated
situation.”

Ohbama's speach was in charp contrast to his
U.N. address last year. Then, he spoke of
ending "a decade of war” that included Iraq
and Afghanistan and having the United States
shift away "from a perpetual war fooling."

Citing criticism of the United States, Obama
acknowledged the nation's faults, specifically
last month's fatal shooting by police in
Ferguson, Mo.

[nough “we have our own revial amd ciliine
lensions,” Obama said, the United States has
"worked to address our problems, to make
our union more perfect.”

Noting hopefiz! signs around the world,
Obama said the prospects of major wars
between global powers are reduced, poverty
rates are falling and the Internet is helping to
educate millions.

But Obama also spoke of a "pervasive unecase
in our world" about evenlts such as the Ebola
epidemic in West Africa and Russian
aggression in Ukraine — and terrorism.

"We come together at a crossroads,” he said.

"Between war and peace, between disorder
and integration, between fear and hope.”

U.S.,, Canadian jets intercept 8 Russian
aircraft

U.S. and Canadian jets intercepted eight
Russian military aircraft as they neared
American and Canadian airspace in two
separate incidents, officials confirmed
Saturday.

In both incidents the Russian aircraft never
penetrated U.S. or Canadian airspace and
appeared non-threatening, military officials
said.

"They just continued on with their mission,”
said Army Lt Col. Michael Jazdyk, a
spokesman for NORAD, the North American
Aerospace Defense Command. "We were
monitoring the situation to make sure they
weren't going to go in our airspace.”

On Wednesday at about 7 p.m. Pacific time
two Alaska-based F-22 fighters were sent to
identify six Russian military flying off the
coast of Alaska. The Russian aircraft
included two MiG-31 fighters, two long
range bombers and two refueling tankers.

The aircraft turned south and headed back
toward Russin.

Hours later, two Russian long range bombers
were intercepted and identified by two
Canadian CF-18 fighters off the coast of
Canada.

"We suspect it was nothing more than a
training exercise,” Jazdvk said.

Sovereign airspace extends about 12 miles
ofl the coastline, but an identification zone
extends out 200 miles, allowing nations to
identify aircraft before they become a threat.

OfMicials say such intercepts arc not unusual.
They occur on average nearly once a month,
according to NORAD.

Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg says she has no
plans to retire soon

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg
has a message she'd like to make loud and

clear to anyone wondering if she plans on
stepping down anv time soon: In & word, the

ANSWET 15 no.

Her reason, she explained in an an interview
with Elle, comes down to the Senate, While
Democrats currently control the chamber,
they do not have the &0 votes needed to
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defeat a likely Republican filibuster to get a
left-leaning justice onto the court

"Anybody who thinks that if I step down,
Obama could appoint someone like me,
they're misguided," Justice Ginsburg said.

Her comments come as a pointed reply to
left-wing critics who believe she should step
down now so President Obama can appoint
another liberal-leaning judge in her place. If
not, critics contend, the 8 1-vear-old justice
could die with a Republican president in
office, paving the way for the pendulum of
the Court to tilt further to the right. And
while Obama may have two years left in
office, critics worry that if the Democrats
lose the Senate come November, getting a
left-leaning judge onto the court becomes a
monumental, if not impossible, task to
achieve.

"[Ginsburg] is dead wrong about something
big," wrote the New Republic's Marc Tracy
in December of last year, "And the big thing
she is wrong about is insisting that she should
not consider retiring soon, while she knows
that a Democratic president and a
Democratic-leaning Senate will be in-charge
of replacing her."

But Ginsburg is holding to her already stated
intention {0 maintain her position — justices
have lifetime appointments.

"As long as [ can do the job full steam.... |
think I'll recognize when the time comes that
I can't any longer. But now [ can,” she said.

"Who do you think President Obama could
appoint at this very day, given the boundaries
that we have?" she said in the interview. "If |
resign any time this year, he could not
successfully appoint anyone [ would like lo
sce in the Court.”

A key topic in the interview excerpt was the
court's shift to the political right in recent
years, particularly on women's issues, and
what Ginsberg sees as the primary catalyst in
that shift: Justice Anthony Kennedy.

"To be frank, it's one person who made the
difference: Justice [Anthony] Kennedy," she
suid in e interview. "le was a member of
the triumvirate used to [reaffirm] Roe v
Wade in the Casey case, but since then, his
decisions have been on upholding restrictions
on access to abortion.”

She also commented on her now-famous
dissent she wrote after the court’s 5-4 ruling
in the Hobby Lobby case, which said the
government cannot require closely held
companies to provide employees with
insurance that would cover birth control and
emergency contraception, if they conflict
with the emplovers' religious beliefs.

In the dissent. Ginsburg notably wrote, "The
exemption sought by Hobby Lobby and
Conestoga would override significant
interests of the corporations’ employees and




