THESTATE OF CALIFORNIAV. THE NEW GENERATION

NAME
ADDRLESS:

ETHNICITY:

AGEAT THE TIMEOF
ARREST:

COUNTY OF TRIAL:

CHARGES ALLEGED:

PLEA:
INFORMANT CISED:

EYEWITNESS TESTIMONY:

FORENSIC EVIDENCE:
DEFENSE PRESENTED:

T he crimes listed above are what ene New G:n:r:-ati::n writer referred to as ”5TRE_ET LEVEL " crimes.

CASE SUMMARY

FAFYRUSCOLLECTIVE

CSP-SANQLIENTIN,EAST BLOCK.
SANQUENTIN, CA 94974

BLACK (36.15%), WHITE (35.33%), HISFANIC (22.92%), OTHER

(5.46%)

LINDER 20-19

LOS ANGELES(31%), ENERSIDE (10%8), ORANGE (8%),
HUMBOLDT (27%), NAFA (27%), MARIN (14%)

CALIFORNIAFENAL CODE SEC. 190.2(s)(17) & (22), MUIRDER
WHILE ENGAGED INOR AN ACCOMFLICE TO-
ROBBERY. KIDNAFFING, BURGLARY, CARJACKING, OR
CRIMINALSTREET GANGACTIVITY

NOT GUILTY:

COUNTY JAILAND STATE FRISON CONFIDENTIAL
INFORMANT S

OFTENCOERCEDWITH THREATS OF FROSECUTION
AND REMOVAL OF CHILDREN.

INCONCLUSIVE WHEN DETERMINING INNOCENCE

MINIMAL - INVESTIGATION AND EXFERT WITNESS
TESTIMONY FINANCIALLY LIMITED.

(Crimes born out of poverty and systemic lack of education and opportunity that inner-city neighbarhoods have been

cﬂnaiﬁtcnﬂﬂ dcnicrL which are most |i|¢-:|5 to be committed hﬂ Young men — Young gang me mbers of color,

OF the 3¢ SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES punishable by death in California, those most often

committed |:r&;| gang members — r::r'.:-':u:rg. home invasion, and cagaahng_ — da not require there be an intent to commit
murder under the T:cl::mrj Murder Rule of § 190.2(z)(17) Neither do l!'mﬁ require the individual to be the actual killer

Under ﬁ | Eﬂ-lf:-u]'{l l:l, a gang member who is not the killer but instead mcfs, EITH:.tS-, counsels . with r:.:LL::'.s. indiference

can be ﬁ:r’:t:nr;:d to ::J-:.al""l.

Such laws rﬂﬂﬁﬂ'ﬂ int:rprct-:ci and narrnw|5 apphcd |:.1c_-55 the question, whH?, and should be considered before

EHH: more HIJLIHE MEn arc 531:I'I1:|4:.1:1:|.
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Eﬂ LLE CTIVE

: ’I]“AIFKEUB%

T_l-rc Fﬂ.‘FHI'I.Iﬁ {:_altac.tiv: {Fapr.n] 15 A& Emwing hoﬂ_g ol :}rga.nm:::l Dcath Ruw and incarcerated writers, artists,
and their friends and Fami|5, and the network of Fn’snm:r activist groups in and outside of -F:ri!-r.ln who are adding their

voices to the F-usfh for cha nge.

{:}ur WR]TE OR DIE_ {WGD} zine P-.ra_":-:t, and its @Gal‘gﬂtha series of interviews, chronicles the life
c:-:F-:ricm:ea of and engages in conversation with the MNew (Leneration I[NC]} of Death Row Frimncrs who have become
the face of Califurnia'z. dﬂjr-unr_l:iunal criminal justi{.-: system since the expansion of the death =|i5ih|: 5P¢cia|

Circums.tanms list from 16 to 6.

Promoting awareness of how “tough on crime” laws affect the new 21 st century political prisoner in\rﬂlhrc.ijﬂinl'
collaborations with social media venues, activist networks, and prisoners nationwide, who share [Papco's vision of creating
change through empowering voices in order to spread the word. The prison-based WOD zine Pravidc.-i_jus.t such a
medium, led by conscious-minded grassroots self-publishing and distribution techniques to connect people with ideas

and to encourage them to Fnail:iw: achion.

jn Cahfnmia there are many Pmb!ems associated with r_apital Fumshmcnt, withju:liuai Fallibilities and wmnsFul
convictions bccnming more evident. [Towever, those who believe Cahl:ar'nia'n 70+ D:ath Kow inmates are minfﬂ's

most h:inuua. crur_l. and Er'rcd-:cmch serial killers — the worst of the worst — should mngi&cr that:

o  The Death FPenalty inordinately affects communities of poverty and color, and the imposition of the
death sentence varies Er:aﬂﬂ fram county to county.

s [he cxpandr_d list of 5Fccia| (_ircumstances targets a r.Fn.-.n:iFic group of individuals 1:-5 making Street
[ evel poverty erimes general to their communities death eligible, without requiring the same legal
standard to convict as other Special (Uircumstances.

e 45% of documented wrongful convictions were obtained through false criminal informant testimony,

making criminal informants the |ead1'n5 cause of wmn_grul convichions in r.apita' cases in the ( |nited

5tat¢5.

to name a Few nconsistencies.,

50 what else is new thau5|1. risht? Fapr_c:r isn't about mal‘-ain_g excuses For its members or the N(s here. We are
about describing and articulating for the Fubhc the realities we Face before and after we came to [Death Kow. For

tl-.mush Fcrsp-e,;tiw: comes und-:rﬂtandiﬂ_g. and we |14:|Fu: to Fruwd: our readers and ourselves with a little bit aF hﬂl}t
The accused — innacent or Euiil'_nj Thisis QIR voice. OuR Faint of view
WRITE OR DIE!

0|

Fiankhi betweenthe bar'sa.ursf group 8/ papyru scollective
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HEM COMDEMMCD
By
Plankhl

I arrived at Sen Quentin Primon s & ;Aew condesnmed in Bppil of
2000 st the wsge of 23 from the Los Angeles County Jall whees 1 had
spEnt the orevicus 2 yesrs of the millennius in trisl process == Jumt
afe gf =any In o wewve of young sen Ffrosm within mnd sroumd the aa=n
comsunities In Southern Cellfornis sesing peleen for the wesy Flrat
tims In thalr llves.

Gults recently In fect [ discoverss thet )1 desth sentences uere
handed dowh In 2000 kere im Callfermnis, more than in sny year since.
Ironicelly, Californie ls less esble (or willing) to ectuslly eapry sut
thess-wentences. 5o msny of the new generstlen af cordesmed gEinsAafs
Fere wlll never mems %he dasth chasber, not st ths currsnt rate of
thinge. But, that hasn't detarred the reerly % dozem state countles
frem mamking mantences of death for speciml clrousstsmce strest-level
hesicides In splte of the Fect that the disceetlon s with the county
prosscutors, thoss wha ultisstely decide betwesn lifTe wlfhout cercle
{LWOP] or Desth Imn these cames.

Looking et things mow, [ wonder how thess stete autharitles san
be m»a bent on exscuting us. Whet kind of scemple d8 yeu thimk you'ra
setting, Califernie? How da you merslly justify ®your® sctions when
you sanctlon surder to advence your cearsecs? At tha very heast of tha
geng wviolence L the sems retsllstory, of "ays For &n eye® santallty
bahind your desth peliey to punleh surderers and thelr sbettors. Se've
coss to recogrlie the hypocrley though, Bhet are we to sxpect fros o
itats thet condesns. children's futures by Ffunding prison sxpansion at
the sxpsmas of public schoole?

Ehen this zine project wes fleat concelved 1t wes one of many neu
ldess coslng from the hendful of wvielonesries =aking we our swalwving
sallective; those of ws whom threugh the yesrs had becoms =orm
canscious of our elrcumstences end the nature of the world sroumd ue.
e shared one isportent gulding lidew... chosslng to Fulfill «
neaningful rele in our llves through dsing seeething productive sed
positive rather than rotiing swey in & desth cell, lesving But o Tew
“lest words® te our ewecutlomers. Dlscevering that desth cen bBe as
SuUgh & wtete of mind end being ae = phyeical one -- *Weite O Die®
begeme tha slagen.

Ba've basn perticulerly emcouraged By the intarsst that {(W0D)
hes besn recelving mes our first couple of insues find thelr wey into
the hands of =sofe peopls on the svislde through those of us hers wha
ihare MOD with friends end fesily, snd the efforte of our publisher,
Anthony Reyson @t South Chicego AEC Zine Distro. While presscleg thia
lmsus, 1 sought soms esdetfuctive Feodbesck end pesspeciive amsts hou
U0l end our respective messege ls/use Belng cecelwved beyond prisoe
walle, This iwsus (WOD #3) smeemed 1ike the clight lssus (st the rlght
tiss] %o get the word out, end 1 really wemt to get & sefes that it

would be Geken ssricusly by oeople Tar end wide, from all welks of
1ife.

Ume responese coma from B young womsn oversEss Lo Lomden [U.®,),
# medle consultent whos 1'11 rfefer to es "Hre. 9°. She sent =a E0

oversall lnsightful snalysis of everything I had sent to her for revisw
Hore's what she hed to say:

"It sesss the State of Californis hed & huge geng/oriss prables
on i1ts hande and thet the whols world vas watchlng == in & sensm thay
#=ployed a tectic of legsl sthnic/cless clesnsing, Tha two Lnfo shests
¥ou mEnt me == the Tirst belng the Intre to the Papyrus Callective,
this is sy FAVORITE plece. It shous whet' psopls nesd to know, the
differentinatlion of those on Desth FAow. That you ean bo condemned for
sireet level homlcides =- petaftially driven by poverty®,

Bofors Hre. § concluded her lettsr shé outlined & Fau things

that she theught we should- focus on ta Beatier SEnVEY GUr sEswFEgE o
the publie;

"Although you may not went to -- yeu have to talk about WHY yau
are thege, of how & ssn who wes ceught up in pang crise st ths sges of
T8 uhen he Wes YOURE... those who were not behlmd the gun &t 8 surdar,
but st the scens, yat Find thessslves on Death Row =- do thass Erimen
denerve Lhis punishment? Can one be rehebllitetsd, or srh thay no
longer an sssst to soclety?®

Thank youf Hre. & For your invelusbls feedback, [t was shared
with other PAPLO coordinetors snd contributing writers and bacasa tha
subject of sn IAdependent discussion which ultimstely irsplirsd =s to
author this srticie.

In tegms of relevancy, for me, the most lmpertant gusatlon shes
posed, was! Are e no longer an saEEt to soelety?

Maturelly, there are those who loock down upoh thess wffartes snd
#% such, Toster negative perceptions, regeardless of what ocur motliome
demonstreate, or what the Iintendsd =rasage In, The fect thet wus'rs
convicted murderers, ssntenced to death ia alfusdy te our discredit in
thelr simge,

Fof many of us howswer, the process of naturing Lnvarlably
centinues, freelng oursslves from the prison of aalf-precceupetion,
while net surrendering to our irdividuality, wend msost isportsntly,
esploring societal prelse aro sldlculm theough the wincows &8 our
infinite stretches of peychologicel exils snd hebitusl vulnerability,

Ellauw this lssue o wncoursge your dirsction with retional
thought, sindful of your toughest critices -- thoss who Lnflusnce youe
life,. Emerge with confldencs mnd = specific destinetlon LA eind --
spmething within your contrel. Chencs alunys favers the prepsred sins,

Byren P. Wilson, Jr,
CHP.BO%F # P-T662F
San Quentin, CA, Fu964

thedriprafjectiigeell . conm




SPECIAL CTROIMSTANCES

I come to death cow in California for a “street level™ erime vhers & man

lost his Life. The district attorney told sy espaneled fl.l:qr that 1 was menging
th brutal murder of a friend, vhich by the way, iz still unsolved.

As # speclal clrcumstance, the district sttorpey unsealed my P.mq!.]:u
record ard charged ooe prior murder convlctlion from vhen T vas slztesn.
The older victim and tuo of his friends had just raped sy sldest sister.
The juvenile court sent me to the Californin Youth Authority (C.Y.A.), up
mt!f the sge of tventy-Five. My sis. uas comitied to 8 mental hospltsl.

Bot an easy thing to sccomplish, 1 recelwed an "honorsble discharge certi-
flcare," vhich the court spplied to disaiss the mtﬂr{ pleading and actions
es atated in velfacw and Institution code §1772 [sen penal code].

Bhan I got to death row, aaw o 1ot of very Familiar faces fros my stine
in the youth sutharity snd vhile listening to tnese men, now much older ard
wisgr, It cccured to me that scoe years had passed - the "wou™" factor then
sepliflied after realizing how the seoe youth suthoritiss that mo many of us
came [rom, are [illed beyond capacity, kids vho've got littls dirsction in
Life.

We ourselves sppear to be, "the special circumatances.” Y'ses I had absolutaly
no idea that while attending eollege, enjoying the married life as a father with
Enoiher ofe on the way; sell-eeployed as C.E.O. of sv entectainment business,
actively advocating for at risk teens and bullding & youth development center
in cur commmity of the ties of this srcest, that it ves T vhe vas a walking
special civcumstance and could be sent directly to death row In spite harving
my entire juvmile record ard sealed. | was further, sueecesaful in
Eeitirg the hosplisl to relesse =y siater from treatment, and into ey homs
with pecple vhe loves her.

Someone once sald that, “lgnovance of tha low Is pe excuse.” T'm not remotely
into excuses but 1 will challenge that statement and sttespt to dispel the myth
by saying, “that vhen vital information {s deliberately withheld From people,
it comatitute lessons untamht as cpposed to lessons unloorned.

With chat, I chellenge you to better comunmiente with st rigk yeuth -= youth
houged theoughout the fvenlle systems, those with pasts who reslde in
vour commnities and fellow pelghberhoods. Tell them that the Pagyrus Collective
expects thes te sthy focused, bozsuse death row is not just for terroriscs amd
supet=tuper slasher, rapist types anymorwe, that they theoselves sre Endesd.
the mext generation of walking specisl circusstonces.

YIVEST (Exiax)

COMCEIVED & COHVICTED BINCE DINTH
BY
REYCH IHGRAN

BEIMG IHWCARCERATED AND SEWTENCED TO ODEATH AT THE AGE OF 24
HAS SOHETHING I HEVER THOUGHT COULD HAPPEN. BUT AS TINE MOVES
FORWARD I'VE LEAANED TO EMDRACE MY SITUATION IN A POSITIVE MWAY
TO BETTER MYSELF AMD OTHERS. PAST ORSTACLES LED - TO WY SELFDESTR-
UCTION BUT AS DAYS HERE CONTINUE TO PASS I'VE COTTEN STRONGER .
PHYSICALLY,MENTALLY, AND LEARMED HOW TO EXPRESS HYSELF EMOTIOMALLY
IHSTEAD OF HOLDING BACE O MYSELF. I LEARNED LOVE IS IMPORTANT.
WHILE BEIHNG HERE OH DEATH ROW OR BEING INCARCERATED ANYWHERE LOVE
IS A PACTOR THAT HELPS EKEEP THE ROTIVATION AMD SANITY OF ANY H{M-
AMBEING STEADY.

EHOWING I TOOK EVERY ROAD IN LIFE TO GET BY WAS NOT POSITIVE
ROUR GOOD POR ME ARD OTHERS.HOW LEAVING BEHIND A FAMILY IN A SITU-
ATIOR A5 THIS, BRINGS PAIN AMD DESTRUCTION TO BOTH HYSELF AND MY
LOVE ‘ONES. ESPECIALLY RAVING EIDS WAQ ARE HOW SUFFERING FROM HOT
HAVIRG A FATHER AND FEELING ABANDONED BY THE DECISIONE AND THINGS
I CHOSE.TI WAS ALSD AE!I“IIHEI} AHD MNOT KMOWING THE TRUE MEAMIMG OF
LOYE OR HAYING A FATHER FIGURE IN MY LIFE.WITH A MOTHER THAT TOLD
ME SHE LOVES ME, BUT MEVER SHOWED IT,.UNLESS SHE WAS INTOXICATED
HITH LIQUOR.I OHNLY THOUGHT I WAS LOVED, BUT HEVER EXPERTEMCED THE
AFFECTION.50 I CHOSE THE STREETS. LIQUOR, DRUGS,. AND HULTIPLE WOMEM
FOR MY SUDSTITUTION OF MISSING PARENTS.

BEING MOME PHYSICALLY.BUT EHOTIOMALLY AMD MEMNTALLY RAISSING.I
WAS SUFFERING FROM THE SAME PROBLEMS, THAT HAVE BEEN PFASSED DOWN
FROM THIER PFARENTS AND GENERATIONS BEFORE.TRYING TO BREAK THE
CYCLE OF ADARDOHMEMNT,WAS NEVER O WY MIND BECAUSE | FPOUND THE
LOVE HY FAMILY WAS HOT GIVING IN THE THINGS I CHOSE AS SUBSTITUTE
HOW [ SIT ON DEATH ROW Z9YEARS OLD.I CONSIDER HYSELF A BETTER HU-
MANBEING AND A HMAM THAT'S 15 NOW TRYIMG TO LREAR THE CYCLE OF THE
FAST ADANDONMENT,AND THE EFFECTS OF MNOT BEING EMDTIOWALLY LOVED.
PHYSTCALLY I'M MOT PRESENT, BUT MY PRESENCE [5 BEINC FELT EVERY
TIME I SPEAR OR WRITE AND TO THAT T THARE COD A5 MELL AT THOSE
HHO SHOWED ME THE TRUE MEANING OF LOVE AND BEING LOVED
UHCONDITIOMALLY.




IPRATHRow

HiHﬂRﬂquH

BATE: AFRIL 1st, 2013

FROM: W.0.0, [MRAITE OR DIC) @ DAL
TR: EAPTIVES OF THE PRISON INOUGTARY COMPLEX
RE: EMPACT OF SOCIAL MEDIR USAGE

Inspired by progressive-thinking orisoners, rasllies,
setliviata, legoml circles. jouemalists, =nd many others working to
promote wmsoclal sctien, polliticel owerensse, and educatlon,
iy .deathrovinmate.org 1 s  volunteer-Besed pQrosscosts A&xus
Betuesn human rights snd socisl sedls, desigrmed in part to provide
death fow and llfe prisonscs s plotfore Fros which %o spesk.
Al though wast Llm gence, widely sccepted themes Lnclude cesplexitias
within capltal punishment, wrongful cooviction, and the loueid
afternath of judicisl falllbillty, to mase But = Fou,

Im this emerging ers of cossunicetion, we're farging alllanczan
with like-sinded priscner and famlly-friencly services, those
through which ORI wsers subscclbe and continue to share with their
%nvud onea in ssgAget the 2= mlllisn aflesoners scross the United

tates.

Fromoting productiive alternatives mnd pusltive mctlvitlien For
prleoners and activiata allee, there lw scmething to be asbkd Far
Ehe lmoact and sdvamtsges len sdding socisl sedia slememts g YEUE
online efforts, ith owur growing onlime intersctivity, yoauw'll
barelit Fres our warlety of sefvices snd solleboretlons, wach wlih
thelr own unlgus influence and chers, Ue're nok trying to “stesl
the spatlight® yet oddly enough, ereoursiyes your pubsulbls snd
placemant af yair orofile, articles, and artwork elssubere, mindful
af the interectlvity you'll gainm betueen DAL and any nusber of your
“"othar® onllae wvenues while grleding to selntale & suscessful
Wk oresence.

Comlng soon to DRI Is the Wrlte OF Ole (WODY zine serigs --- @
eroduct of fapyrus Collectlve. (PAPCO) im =m tressured collaborstlisn
ef ours which unites arleon writers with stypical literary workshep
gffprts. Commltted to an sssoctment of cahrlteble campnlgne, we'rs
aetilvely lnvolved with Ocgans Frosm Inestes as well s CoAvicts
Agairat Concer --- hWélolng brldge geps Betusen Life and death,

Upleasing your imAovetlve expertise end crestive seillsees e
ar effprt %o ndvence our deeerving ceuse. all outslds weluntewr
irgulries should be sade through emall. If you're & rlslng woles
from within, change the face of your online footorint with & SASE
¢ our malling address and aleply request » copy af pur aeelsl
=agie "lnforine®. Inwvest io yoursslvesi

3208 Horth Clasifesd Hill Road
Suite 2104 / PMB #1854
Frescolt Valley, AZ 853]4
Thellprofectifgmadl.com

+2cial madla Bas changesd and snnanosd che vay Chat people
communicaks wlth Sne anochar, wioch bBeamds, eompanies, savasentsa.
and iniclatives =-- sapowering usecs to calss monsy far people in
faad; Eo bulld peraonal and professional inceractive natworks witn
sooleey, and to cultivace naw felendanipa.

Geceing stacted In soclal wedisa may oess & oit dauncing, Bug
thed pokentlal results and opportunicises elesacly osutwelgh che
trspidation. Ualng wvarious online plactfocma #naple us co say & lat
“ithin wary little npace =-=-=- ofcem focclhg us EO communicace mora
#ifectively as our wrltings becoms shoctes ond Boce to Ehe point.

With 4 Isv ashort sceps you'll Be well on youc way oo
draatically improving the sfficiensy =mecugh vhich your pressncae
bEecomas known. The degees to which your cranspacensy ia affocded
solely depands on your accessibility te interaccion.

We can't Im sll good conscience attempt to suplain social
asdia Lo you in foue pacfagcapho. What's remackamle a9ouE ERLS
tople [socisl meedia) Ls mow wssge avolves. asdapes. and =ase
importantly, spacka interaction.

As an Aasoclate Editor of (WOD), allow @@ to Bake 4 handful of
nsaningful rcecommendations --- punlications wvelteea to SASaUCaJa
your lntecsat and wndecstanding of che online expecience.
Creativity remalns am execciss in self-discovesy. Make youcnali
availaple.

I'® & huge fan of the “Por Dummies* seciea, a6 nacurally thasa
regularly-updated editions bolow, come to =iad. Tike advantage of
chels wealth of feaoucces, Informacion., and uaseful clpa. It's amboug
cigal

Twittes Fof Duasies
Facepook For Dussidn
Bloggling For Dummlas
HordPeags For Dumnmies
HEpmarkaring For Qusales

* Hoad Morw On This Author's Bleg At:
BetusenTheBsrs.Org/Blog/Danthioulnaats




R PERFECT MATECH
oy
REYEST

20 1'm on the yacd oma cdoy, mo and one of the Jouish cats began to cnog it
up about what's godn' on ower ot DEATHROWIMMATE .ORD end cne thing he sald to ma,
stood out. He mentloned that thers is en Insote Donor Inditlistive belng put In
motion, snd [ ves Liks, "cocl®. Since I med & few chips on =y bopks at that
tise, I decided to donate to help end the ceath panalty.

But potna® was liks, ®no men, I's telkimg sbut living oregan donarship®.
Aytosatically, the ghetto portion of my =aind was like, “dis fool ls hells’
looped, or dis niggs must b s=okin' cresa™. Loll

For sbout & woek [ asked mysalf, "uho on parth s warthy of ong of my
arganai® The enewer cems way too weay. Dkey, mebar ore off the top has got to
oe 0. C. Grean, the man who sdopted ms a8 his vary oun son ochen [ ces about 17
yoars old, fesl =s7 Thet wae sbout the time [ becess o vicious ceson, Litarally
agdicted to flghting pecals, or ot the vecy lesat Tomtesiring sbout fightlng
svery perscn | pow mven if v had sever sguered off, Or. Green soved me ard &
lot of others fros getting socked-=up, or even killed becousm we all know, “ain‘t
ng sueh thing sa a falc ona®,

Then I had to think sbout sy 3 sisters. Thoy ars the loves of sy 1ife, and
ary of them, or sy brothars cen have BNY of sy vital orgena without oumeilon, Hy
daughter reminds

ma of =y msother, we're not weary close, but thare is nothing
afyong could aBy %5 8a tha! would gfevent =8 Mres glelng &ny of them sn organ iF
the protocol wae in plece.

1 resg=bar belng feced with this osso questicn once pefore in my lifetims.
O, Green bought = =y firet car, but ha mode me go get sy driver's licenss 1o
shou hou "rosponsible® 1 wes becoming. Snamsy, one of the guastiens on the DM
spplication wes sbout the donatien of vitel orgams in the svent of & fatal
sutomobl e scoldent.,

I resssbar saying ®"yen® to that guestion, I mean, even as & kbd I wom 1iko
eoel with it, and that wes wuay bafore I mat &y wifo -- long pofore sy soods waia
born and all of thet, so 1 loarred something sbout my ftrue salf Lo spite af the
anger I harbored within ma for oot seesed like forever.

Death Bou in & dongerows plece. Unlike most other places in prison, o@ get
shot ot with real gune, ond if one got'es too close to the Boplun, sven that cen
Enock o of us down, fesl sa? Mot just that, bBJt this Ls & place "opsipned® for
2eath on B0 By gthér loesols that PMows Iefe w0 280 with the sWecotlon chosber.
's reagy 1o oxist Forewer.

Have your people check ocut the online petition / initletive if you're
feolin' it. Hendle your business, and ot the sary Desat QUL acquaeinied wiin ihe
concwpt and inforsation.

Im one Boeath they sey it's sgoinat thelr low to kill poople, yet in that
wify s wadts of Breath, they soy Lt's ogaimst prison adedinistcetive policies
far sccused killaz® o help smwe ond sustaln the Lives of ogther pecple that ait
on varleus mational donor walting lists evenm #8 I write this, and even o3 you're
reaaing thig,

¥eprs ogo | wes imelved in sinlstry ond given the tesk of escorting
Denise Hatthews to her spesking engagesents, You guye will resember Denise by
her atege nems, "Veanlty® Troe Venity 6 that recording artist Prince wes
mentoring. I learmed thot Wenlty (Denlse) was on dinlysis. Beck then, I wohdered
if sho'd need o kidney some cay. Hell, ["ve got g -- she can got one, I sin't
trippin', Sha calle == Sugar Rey.

1111 bro 8-8all de'Steiker for chatewer resson dldn't wenkt nothlng to
do with her, pericd. I guews I did o lot of things for pecpls in fromt of him to
desonstrate how sctions spoke louvder tham worde. I hawen't changed much, 1's
registaring snd having =y people encorae the online petition to show all VG'g
l.!'llfn:'ll'lll"lr I peraonally write for this project, resalne 100% becked by =y
mot .

It cdon't satter what your blood Type ls, or i how different wou thimk
U we®. You're o maucworthy donor for someone, somebudy ia 8 peefect match
far yeu. i

fayIat

Project Developsant Coordinator
fetuwenTheBars . Org/Bloge /L5601

Organs From Inmates

Cruf sates ke e, labar, oome, apd tme
from the impeisened, sak we bo “rehabilicss™
curseives, yob deny o (he opporTtanity o mike
the aitimals ressintion - ierally, the gilt of 1ifs,
the opfy sci ikaf can ranssend all ofhars, Wa
weak bo deMOonEer sle wilh shesr walght of pambers that legialsioms will
ba hard-provsed fo dismiss, thal you represent s significent and viakls
SONTIbutos 1o those in nesd. U you'd lilke to panickpars i our ougan

donor indtiative, pleise drop us & il op Bive your pecple waigh in ai
{noathool, paim B VTR P




Write or Die: Behind the Zine, with Anthony Rayson
Comments / Questions

1) ©Q: What's your plans for 20137 Do you intend to keep the
disowo in operation?

“*" Itis in part accredited to you that WOD is in its #3 edition
now und even as WOD begins to branch online and explore
new ideas, venues, and options, we're also reviewing our
collective efforts to promote the work you do through your
disuro - encouraging a NEW GENERATION of prison authors.

Aaswer: Well, | have indeed retired from my wage-slave job, after 58
struipht years. December 3ist was my last day. So, I will not have the
maoney 1 had to fund the sizable printing and mailing costs. [ had fallen
behind on nuinerous projects and the whole distro was in a real mess,
So, I'm trying to sort through this massive amount of publications,
organizing them, taking stock of what I have, what [ waat to continue to
distro, work up new publications, continue to provide zines to the torrent
of onrushing requests and figure cut how I'm going to switch gears and
develop alternative funding sources to keep this vital service poing.
| have an appointment with the librarans at DePaul University to
updare my collection on February 20th. 1 really haven't sent pew zines
lo them, since 2008. Also, I need 1o figure out what to put in a 2013
catalog, whether 1o ask for money or postage, limit the amount of
waterial prisoners can receive, ete. I'm lecking for certain individuals 1o
step up and provide genuine donations. [ don't want to try to get strings-
attached grants, so1(c) 3 status or a bank account for this distro, That is
maore trouble than it is worth. Doing things this way is difficult, but
refuse to bave any kinds of strings attached to this work, nor any
soverument or corporate involvement, which is the antithesis of my
Deliefs. Tdo it this way to try to help teach people that alternative ways of
doing things are possible. Peaple power is possible, but it needs peaple
10 get off the dime to make it happen. You can'’y expect one person to do
all the work and also pay for everything. It's a challenge to people. If
they can't or won't help me belp them and others, then it may be hard to
continue this service, I'm cautiously optimistic that 4 couple of brothers
in particular, will follow through with their pledge to help me fund this.
On January 15th, our son and his wife had a baby boy, who they
tamed Lineoln. This is our first grandchild, so that is a big change this
year. I hope to do more traveling to do presentations, participate in
conferences, meetings, actions, ete. I'm heavily involved in grassroots
work io my area, as the Qutreach Coordinator for STAND (Shut This
Alrport Nightmare Down) which I co-founded in 1998. We're menaced
by the possibility of eminent domain and quick take by the bankrupt
state of Illinois for this unneeded airport and now, a private, foreign-
owned toll road. Alsg, ICE, CCA and the nearby city of Joliet are in talks
Lo create an unwanted Immigration Prison. There's a lot of ongoing
strugzles - class struggles, anti-war work, anti-prison advocacy, you
name it! Hopefully, 1 won't have 1o &et a part-ime job. We'll see.

z.) (: What must we do in order to support t]us_m:d:um -
zines and "prisoner zines™ in particular in o significant way?

Is it the funding as noted above, postage, resources? Is !t lack
of innovation? Or is it a lack of Interest for a dying medium?
What are your thoughts on this?

*** 1definitely have a new respect for the work you do through
your distro since you've started publishing the WOD series.
Seeing how much is invested in the printing & distribution of
Just one zine has made us extremely grateful for that support.

Answer: [ think WOD and other people who realize how transforming
zines are, particularly for prisoners, need to rethink everything they
think others feel about them. Look. It is all about the “ideas” in these
zines! it is not about slick color covers, fancy, computer-generated
graphics and glossy pages. It is about direct, one-to-one educatioh. ]
Going online, doing "e-zines™ and buying into all this byper-technology is
a bad move. This is low tech - easy to do. It is relatively cheap. Tt is a
great way to get explosive ideas into the hands of indigent, lumpen
prisoners, who are starving for empowering education. Why more
people aren't doing this and opting for “smart™ phones, texting and all
that zombie stuff, is very infuriating to me. Yeah, you can google
anything and get the "facts” - but all this is really a sort of admitting that
they have given up on being a genuinely thinking human bein B Are we
going to regurgitate bogus, violence-glorving "culture” or explode with
thrillingly written all new truth and reality? Make no mistake. The
written word is potentially the most impacting of all cultural mediums,
"Dying medium?* Who says? Prisoner zines are an exploding
medium! “Lack of innovation?™ What is meant by this? I'm thrilled by
zines and I'm not easily impressed. I'm bored to death by the computer,
movies, the idiot box, ete. People are so plugged into this rotting society,
that even in prison, they can't think outside the box - even while they
-waste away in ope! People need to become self-reliant and not a slave to
some computer or high-tech gadget. Revolution incubates in the brain!
As for helping me, people can help fund my work, ask how I can help
them do similar work, ask family, friends and radical student groups to
help defray costs of printing and mailing - and get real, not virtual!
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6.) ()t Upon release of our zine series lnst year, you advised
that it was getting a lot of good feedback. Can you give me an
idea of the number of prisoners who have requested WOD, and
where 1t might be circulating to date?

Answer: [ write a lot of letters to prisoners. I've developed a close and
trusting relationship with several particularly active prisoners and we
have extensive discussions, via these letters. Mostly, these are men who
I've worked with on zines. Astute men, knowledgeable men, who make
sure they keep up with all the latest zines and other real thinking going
on in this world today. They're the opes who hip me about WO, They
tell others to get it. Once a prisoner gets it, be or she shares it with
others at that particular gulag. Then they want their own copy. Then
again, prisoners from other prisons write and say so-and-so from
another gulag told them to ask me for WOD. Some prisoners list their
favorite zines in a piece they wrote and might list it as one of their
favorites. Some ask how they can contact the writers of WOD.

Flark berrmrrm adid dncheess Bgyapes o igs e ) gy

| think I've reprinted #1 four times and #2 three times. So, that is 200
und 150 copies, respectively. | have maybe 20 of each lefi. So, soon, Il
have to reprint more of each, not to mention the upcoming #3.

O December 15th, 1 did a presentation at the College of Complexes -
~Ihe Playground for People Who Think!™ It was about the free school
education that I do. 1 wrote a 4-paged introduction and bad the
testimony of 29 prisoners as to why zines are so important o them. |
finished it by giving a quick history lesson about the free school
educators of yesteryear who inspired me, quoted them, ete.

Coyote Sheff, a prolific anarchist prisoner writer, who is beloved by
prisoners everywhere, wrote some powerful stuffl for my presentabion.

He wrote two essays and a poem. He mentioned WOD as one of eight
zines prisoners should lay their hands on. That's a pretty good company
you guys are keeping! It's all over the country, mostly in California,
Coyote also wants lo write for WOD, as you know. I've sent it to znine
reviewers, like “Show Me the Money™ and it received a positive review. It
takes a while for zines like this to gain "legs.” But, I'd say, with your
social media component and the pro-active work you do promoting it in
vour circles, it is being sort of fast-tracked, more so than other good zines
who don't have these other avenues of outreach. So, yeah, people are
getting bip 10 it and asking for i1,

7.} : You've been a political activist for a long time? A "fierce
free-thinker™, but it wasn't until the mid-90's that you found
yourself a serious anarchist, right? How did that lead you to
ABRC and starting your own distro?

answer: ‘Well, 1 was quite active as a high school kid. After all, it was the
"'6i's" and things were popping all over. [ went to demos since [ was
maybe ten, and continued to be quite active until my mid-twenries. But,
| badn't really hooked up with any organization that [ felt comfortable
with and 1 really had no say in how things were organized, who spoke at
rallies, wasn't doing serious argument crafting, sitting in planning
meetings, ete. 1did, however, write my first zine al age twenty in 1974.

But, | was still a kid basically, who hadn't leamed much, hadn't
experienced much, and was peripheral to events, Onece Vietnam wound
daoven, it seemed that the air had been taken out of the resistance balloon.
1 was sort of dejected and focused on my private life - finding a mate,
having a job, paying for a place to live, etc.

In the early 1990's, | read a powerful interview with Neel lgnatiev in
Progressive magazine and this catapulted me into hookiog up with the
tine underground and the anarchist underground. By this time, I'd
become a sertous writer of essays - an anarchist polemicist. | wrote a
zine entitled Thought Bombs which | looked to have people read and
collaborate with. More and more, the more astule responses were
coming from prisoners, so | gravitated to prisoner support as my form of
anarchist expression and agitation. AK Press was now up and running
and many great books were being published about anarchist history and
ABC, | contacted ABC groups in the U.5. and Canada - ABCF groups at




that time. 1 liked their work, but didg's wanl to commit to their agenda.
I saw that I could create an autonomous ABC and fill a great need,
Prisoners needed both an outlet for their writing and artwork and also a
source of such literature that wasn't available to them, especially free!
30, | adapted the idea of a zine distro to focus on this vast prison
struggle. At first, I wrote some zines and added others I thought had

found them alright - usually already in prison! ABC has a wonderful
history of dedication to the cause of liberating prisoners and dealing with
prisoners on a human level - whether they were anarchists or not,
ﬂthwg!: it was begun to specifically take care of anarchist prisoners that
were being neglected by the other support groups. Anarchism is a very
open and vast set of powerful tools of un ing and engagement_ It
can be adapted as local Eroups see fit. To me, it made perfect sense to
start a heavy-duty anarchist-driven, prison-focused zine distro to help
educate and empower prisoners and myself and others. It fit perfectly
with basic anarchist tenets such as mutual aid, prison abolition and
solidarity. It's from the underground up, not top down. It resonated,

ambassadors for ABC. For our readers who might identify
with ABC, what's unique about ABC? Are th
zines that you'd recommend?

: “ were out-of-touch talking heads, intellectuals or sort
of secretive and working only in their small affinity growps. 1 decided 10
get back to the basics of anarchism and get right in the trenches with the
Oppressed militant and firebrands of today, many of whom are prisoners,
Coyote wrote a zine entitled, "How to Start o Prison ABC Chapter.” All
the rines have something to offer. Get 5 catalog and choose your phek.
Thanks Byron. I appreciate your interest in my work, Feelings mutual!
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Smef Bird Lil G & AL"B,
Juvenile, Lukanozr & Charlie™C,

FiEL & Taks, Danny Boy, Galdie Lo,
Rockhesd . Scrappy Moja Time & Mos.

=M & Cee, Jovier & A.D,
Sharty Chria & J-Dog, F.R & Y.B,

Bnby GEngsta Toumg Detcolf & Mr:ll* y
Ruzapy & l‘.rmk.'lu, Potatoshosd & BrothaE.
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Yueal Snake 4 Uhaee, Supaflay & Shag,
Alims & Ajand Kerm Munte D11 Jsck.
Fon Teacy Mut 4

E-Mowr Moo T-Bone & _
Ant Blamk & Wiz Jovon Boo & Valley-tay,
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Uce Bone & BoBlo, L.A. Tone & Gala,
Bam & Soomy Loka,

Kon-Cog E-Dog N.G & Bodo,

Bandit Jab & Swoop, Loc Sfcc & Ghris,
Bow=bow Cain & Mal Mnoekout hme & F
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Gotl Jap & Hﬂl‘nﬂﬂn; K-Soan Twem & Safnt,

Rayen Bock & RBu P-Funk & Orew & Young G-Hayne,
Monata Urirk & Shoex, Mew Gencration Youth
Crusnsions Asisne Matives Esa's Uso's & Tha Jeus

Mot Gemoration Rising .
Felsoy Pride, Jesse, Toco, Tookie, J-Rack, Moy

New Genération Eising
Exlaey Pride, Jease, Tess, Tookis, J-Roek, Mova

Hew GCenaration Rising,
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