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KENT STATE

U7 1 VSERESS 1 TE Y

January 11, 2012
Otis Lee Rodgers
California Men’s Colony State Prison
P.O. Box 8101
CDCR#: V02538, Cell#: 6331
San Luis Obispo, CA
93409-8101

Dear Mr. Rodgers:

| am writing on behalf of Kent State University Special Collections and Archives, a division of University
Libraries, to thank you for sending us your archival materials and offering donation. Unfortunately, we do
not maintain a Civil Rights collection in our archives and even though Dr. Milton E. Wilson was a f'af:ulty
member at Kent State University your papers would not be easily located by prospective researchers if they
were housed in our repository. Accordingly, | am returning your materials to you because it would be
unethical for my institution to retain them if we have not accepted donation — they are your property.

Thank you so much for offering to donate these copies, in my estimation they are valuable as historical

evidence to %nEle researching civil rights. | do encourage youto donate them to a repository where they
would take their place alongside other records sought by researchers in this important facet of American

history. With that in mind I hope you don’t mind my recommending a few other repositories here in Ohio
where they would most easily be accessed by civil rights researchers. Since this is an Ohio story my
suggestion would be to try and place yvour papers in an Ohio repository. My suggestions are:

National Afro-American Museum & Culturai Center Ohio History Center
P.O.Box 578 Archives/Library
1350 Brush Row Road 800 E. 17th Ave.
Wilberforce, OH 45384 Columbus, OH 43211

The Afric
1765 Crawf
Cleveland.

merican Museum Youngstown State University
Ave, History Department
4106 Attn: YHCIL Archives,

One University Plaza,

Y oungstown, OH 44555

Again, thank vou for sending us copies of your papers and best wishes. | think you will find a better
repository here in Ohio where people could more readily see your information.

Sincerely,

Stephen H. Paschen
University Archivist

Enclosures: Otis Lee Rodgers papers

Department of Special Collections and Archives
Libraries and Media Services
P.O. Box 5190 « Kent, Ohio 44242-0001
(330) 672-2270 » Fax: (330) 672-9318 = hup//www. hibrary.kentedw




KENT STATE UNIVERSITY
KENT, OHIO

303 Kent Hall
March 6, 1965

Mr. Welever, Principal
R. B, Chamberlain High School

Twinsburg, Ohio
Dear Mr. Welever:

Re: QEEE Rudgers
1993 Marwell Blvd,

I have spoken with Otis about the situation he is currently experiencing.
In exploring this situation with him, I believe that I have obtained a
pretty good picture of the dynamics which are operating.

1 strongly recommend that Otis be permitted to return to school immediately.
He wants to complete his high school requirements and should be given this
opportunity., I believe that the problems which have been manifest are of

a situational rather than a chronic nature and can be handled by him,

A detailed report of my examination will be forthcoming in a few days,

I1f you have any questions, feel free to call me, My office number is
Kent 673-1211, Ext, 270, My home phone is Akron 253-7919,

Sincerely vours,

Milton B, Wilson, Jr., Ph.D,
Consulting Psychologist

MEW : rmb
cc: Mr, Rodgers




REPORT OF PSYCHOLOGICAL EXAMINATION

CLIENT: OTIS RODGERS, 1993 Marwell Blvd., Hudson, Ohio, Age 16, Grade 10
REFERRED BY: COUNSELOR AT CHAMBERLIN HIGH SCHOOL, TWINSBURG, OHIO
DATES SEEN: March 2nd and March 6, 1965 DATE OF REPORT: March 10, 1965

METHOD OF EXAMINATION: CLINICAL INTERVIEW

The following report is baded upon my study of Otis Rodgers during two interviews
of ome and one-half hours each on March 2nd and March 6th, During the March Gth
interview, his father, by my request, was present and participated in the inter-
view,

Psychological testing was not done., After the initiel interview, I did not feel
that psychological testing would contribute significantly to our understanding
of the boy at this time, Then, too, the attitude of 0tis towerd testing was
not favorable, for he felt that the pronouncements of the psychologists who had
examined him before led to his being out of school,

Prior to seeing Otis, I was given the following information: his name, age, grade,
and school, I was also told that he was out of school and that he had been seen
by two psychologists, No case history material was provided, No test results,
test interpretations, opinions, or even real indications of the client's problem
were provided,

Thus, I began with behavior in a clinical setting, The basic problem was to
find out what was wrong and why,

In spite of the limited behavioral patterns observed during the interviews
and the lack of background information, I was able to formulate certain hypotheses
regarding Otis in connection with the present situation,

General Obhservations

During the first half hour of the initial interview, I hod some difficulty e=m-
tablishing a working relationship with 0tis, He appeared apprehensive, indicated
that he had come to see me because he had been required to come, and gave short
answers, As the time passed, however, he became less apprehensive and more ver-—
bal, Initially, he rambled about some situations that had occurred, When I be-—
gan to probe, he seemed somewhat relieved, reduced his rambling, and bhegan to
talk about his experiences with greater concern, Little probing was needed, for
simple reflection and clarification were sufficient for maintaining his fluency,
Stuttering was manifest throughout the interviews but was not related to any

particular area(s) of content,

The content of the interviews was rather hroad., He talked of his experiences

at school - both the pleasant and the unpleasant, Ile described a fair number

of experiences which indicated that he has problems in adjusting to authority
figures and to various kinds of restrictions, He talked about areas of con-

cern to most adolescents, including interests in girls, the striving for in-
dependence, the developing of skills for future vocational choice, the acquiring
of values and ethical systems for behavioral guides, and the need for understand-
ing oneself, We also talked about the civil rights movement, his family and
community life, his inlerests and his aspirations, and, of /ecourse, of the in-
cidents which underlie or caused the present situation, 42
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He had no difficulty in talking about situations which have made him experience
fear, anger, depression, hostility, or love. In both interviews, his responses
to gituantions that would ordinerily elicit & mild emotional response were en-

tirely appropriate,

His appearance was characterized by neatness and reflected favorable unlf;regardfjh
His hair style, shoes, and gait suggested that he enjoys and seeks nttentimuh_lau

In deseribing Otis, I would say that he is tense and restless, stubbora and
worrisome, aggressive yet sociable., He is sensitive and frank, Underlying the
focade of self-confidence are feelings of inferiority,

I feel that Otis sees himself as a person who has experienced a number of inci-
dents which could have been avoided, He recognizes that he has difficulty in
conforming, in aveiding altercations, in accepting stringent limitations, He

seed himself as trying to adjust to the problems he encounters, as ene engaging

in a period of vigorous reality testing, and as a student who can do average

work in school, He recognizes that his interest in girls, his strong interest__ 151
in eivil rights, and his pride in being a negro may be misinterpreted by other
persons, HNe does not see himself as being overtly aggressive, MHe sees himsel

a8 trying to bluff his way through situations, as being able to deny the expression
of fear when he is really scared of being hurt, and as being ready to run when

he is not successful with his bluffing attempts, He knows that he is verbally
ageressive and at times hostile but he wonders why he has been looked upon as
being dangerous, violent, a threat to the safety and security of students and

facul ty.

Specific Queastions

In view of the material uncovered during the interviews, it seems worthwhile to

focus upon a number of ecritical questions, I shall state these questions, indi-
cate the kind of data or information needed to answer them, and then try to an-

swer them in terms of what I learned about Otis during my interviews with him,

In some instances, I shall provide mpre questions than hypotheses.
Here are the guestions:
1, Is the behavior manifest by Otis of a chronie or situational nature?

2s Is this young man dangerous, a threat to persons in the school?

d. What is there about 0tis that elicits a strong negative reaction from e
others?

4, What does his problem seem to he?

O, 'What kind of resources does he have for adjusting to the demands which
are placed upon him?

18 the Behavior Manifest by Otis of
a Chronic or Sitnational Nature?

The "behavior" being referred io consists of his reactions to authority
figures, his interests in girls, his difficulty in adjusting to the restrictions
placed upon him, and his altercations with teachers,

In order to deanl effectively with this question, we need to know whether
Otis menifested this type of behavior in the Cleveland Public Schools, Is there
anything in the records which would indicate that he was predisposed to behave

in the manner described above?
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T In my interviews with Otis, I found nothing that would permit me to conclude
tthat hia problems are of a longstanding, chronic nature, I feel that hia problcms
+ are of a transient, situational nature,

The records from Cleveland should be obtained and examined. If the records
provide evidence for chroniecity, then I will modify my opinion. 1In the ahbsence
of such information, however, and on the basis of my observations of the client,
I feel that the ¥rnh1ama manifest are e perated aspects of his difficultly in
mastering some of the developmenial tasks associnted with adolescence,

Is this Young Mon Dangerous, a Threat
to Persons in the School?

When we speak of "violence", we are concerned with overt, destructive behavior,
such behavior being primarily but not necessarily directed toward humans.

The kinds of information needed to answer this question would be obiained
from the answers given to the following subordinate questions: Has 0Otis ever
lost control of his aggressive tendencies and attacked a person? Does Otis
have & juvenile delinquency record for any kind of violence, no matter how slight?
Hes he been ohserved to garry a weapon? If so, has he wielded the weapon or
used it as a threat to the security of others? Is there any history of property
destruction associated with his past behavior? Is he Ikmown to have phfainul%y
menhandled persons in such & way that their person was violated in a medically
determinahle way? lias he been subjected to situations of severe restraint or
punishment where the patural reaction was to fight back?

Again, we are concerned with behavior from the past which would indiecate
any experience in which he has lost control or indicate any persistent, sadistic

, plotting or indicate the destruction of sowething in the nonhuman enviropment.

Projective test data may be useful in determining that the client hes
aggressive tendencies, But projective test data cennot conclusively indicate
that the person is violent or destructive when plaeced in behavioral gituations
requiring such overt responses, The critical issue is thiss Is there any avi-

~dence from his past behavioral history that he is predisposed to vent his

= hostilities in acts of overt aggression or hostility?

Nothing in my interviews with Otis indicated that he had ever lost control
of his anger, Nothing was uncovered that would indicate that he is dangerous,
violent, or a threat to the security of his peers and instructors,

1 can say that he does experience hostility. I cen also say that if he
is pushed too far, he, like most people, will fight back, first, in thinking,
then, in speaking, and finally, in overt expression,

llostile, yes, Aggressive, yes, Violent, no, This is my position until
relevant evidence to the contrary is produced.

What is There About Otis that Elicits A

Strong Negative lleaction irom OThers?

The "others" referred to hg%ﬂ are basically the individuals who believe _%Hxh

~ that he is incorrigible, violent, and o sick person who needs psychotherapye |

Perhaps, we should ask another question, perhaps, a more basic questions
What is there about the psychological mokeup of these individuals that male

them perceive and react toward Otis as they do?
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Could it be, for example, that this tall roud negro youth has by his _;%
association with a white girl violated hah&vinrai codes and that this behavior
when considered in the light of his previous affection toward another pgirl has

brought to $he surface or generated fears, anxieties, prejudices, and/or pres-
sures which have become extremely difficul®y Tor The guardians of the school

to cope or deal with?

Could it be that since 0tis has in a number of ways ignored the conception

of what is proper negro hﬁh&viur at Chamberlin that the feeling prevails that
he should be put in his place or that he must be sick?

Could it be that 0tis elicits the hostility in some staff members which
may be converted into overt acts of agpression toward Otis?

Could it be that any of the foregoing, singly or in combination, are operating
to account for the behavior of others toward 0tis?

One cannot deny that Otis is agpressive. In view of many of the things that
have happened, gomething would be woong with him if he was not aggressive, even

j hostile.

Neither can one denz_thnt there are aome aggrﬂasivm and hostile individuals
who are concerned about him,

In either case, where there is onggression, there is also frustration, And
our task is to find out where the frustration is.

In the case of Otis, is his frustration simply the result of inirapsychic
confliet? Are there no barriers in the external environment?

In thinking about aggressions, we must remember that aggressions may be
rationz]l or 1 y the former most often being responses to actual situations

in the life of & person that are most often justifiable, while the latter results
from some inner mentnl attitudes that compels the individual to act aggressively.

I cannot conclude that all of his apgressions are irrational.

Neither can I answer the question, the major question, posed in this section,
I think that I could answer it if T had an opportunity to clinically examine the

persons I identified in the first paragraph under this question as the "others", .

If & decigion regarding this young man's educational future is at stake,
this factor must not be glossed over,

What Does His Problem Seem to Be?

He is nol psychotic., Intellectually end emotionally, he is in contact
with reality,

lie is not psychopathie or sociopathic., Although some of his traits may é
suggest this, I believe that 0tis experiences sorrow, has a conscience, and |
doea profit from experience.

I do not consider him to be what we generally cell a peurotic, The core
experience of the person with neuroses, the so~called free-floating anxiety,
does not seem to be present,

I consider his problem te be adolescent situational maladjustment, I. be=
lieve that he is experiencing a transient situation of severe stress related
to the pronounced stresses and strains which he is encountering in his vipgorous
testing of reality. His interest in girls, his rebelliousness in the form
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of altercations with authority figures, his heightened racial consciousness,
and his difficulty in adjusting acceptably to the restraints and punishments
placed upon him are traits which are symptomatic of his prohblem,

Unless this is recognized and dealt with adequately, these problems can
be increased and the situation may he acute,

What Kind of Resources Does le Have for Adjusting
to The Demands which Are Placed upon Him?

Intelleetually, he is capable of doing at least average work, His past
ecademic performance should bear this out,

Hia self-regard, appearance, and physical abilily are assets which cen
be used in vocational settings.

His failure to strike back when he had been punished suppests emotionnl

controla,
_His interest in civil rights, English, business, and track indicates areas
in which he could attain achievement,

His reluctance to withdraw from the stresses which he has recently experienced
suggests that he can cope with the kinds of stresses which bring out cowardice

in many men,
The interest of his parents in him is another resource,

The demands which are placed upon him are: he must learn to accept many
things which are not right but which exist; he miat learn to keep his mouth
shut when he is tempted to say something which is quite likely to be misunder-—
stood or to elicit aggression from othersj he must learn to "smile when he's
feeling blue"j he must learn what behaviors he is supposed to manifest in
order to stay out of trouble and then display (themj he mmst learn "to see and
yet not see" and "to hear and yet not hear"j; he must learn that it may be both
wise and safe 1o accept a subordinate role and to accept excessive restrictions;

he must learn the foregoing while he is learning the new rules and actions which

are being sanctioned and encouraged by ingreasing numbers of negroes; he must
learn how to utilize his pent-up energies for constructive purposes,

I helieve that he has the intellectual and emotional resources to acquire
those behaviors and to assume a role acceptable to those persons who are con—

cerned about him,

Implications of Findings

I believe that Otis should be permitted to return to achool and to complete
his course of study for this grade.

He has problems; and these problems must be dealt with in a firm and fair

administrative manner, I do not believe that dismissal from school is the answer,
1 do not helieve that a transfer to another school is the answer, While getting

rid of Otis might reduce some of the anxiety and apprehension being experienced

by the staff, such action will not contribute to his growth and development, In-
deed, I feel that it would serve to undermine some of his resources and compli-

cate his adjustment efforts,
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0tis meeds and must have limits, And he must learn te adjust to them,
However, rigid diseiplinary measures —— either strict or permissive —— whether
in the home or at Chomberlin that de not take into account his needs, his re-
sources for adjusting and the kinds of tasks he must learn to adjust to, ocan

lead to more trouble.

With a little effort, I believe that Mr, and Mrs. Rodgers and the school
officianls can work together to provide Otis with the kinds of experiences which
will enable him to gain & greater understonding of his behavioral patterns in
the light of social requirements and also in terms of his inner strivings and
frustrations. Furthermore, I believe that professional counseling could help
him in his growth toward meturity,

Quite frankly, I believe that Otis is seeking to be "understood" and to
be '‘controlled."

ETTs

This report has been longs It has been about & human being in an unfortunate
situation., Because of this, I have labored to make explicit the rationale for

my opinions,

As I said before, "In spite of the limited behavioral patterns observed during
the interviews and the lack of baockground information, I was able to formulate
certain hypotheses regarding Otis in connection with the present situation,"

I am willing to modify my position on any or all of the questions if the Lkinds

of information which I called for can be produced.

The situation is unfortunate because Otis has been made to feel that he is

not wanted beceuse he is supposedly dangerous, violent, end a threat to the
sofety and security of others. He has béen told by our actions that we think
something is wrong "upstairs" and by our demands that he is "sick" and needs

some treatment.

I may be wrong in the inferences I have made, but the data that I have and
the clinical feeling which I have certeinly do not lead me to support the

validity of any of these ideas.

THESE IDEAS, EVIN IF THEY WERE NOT THERE BEFORE, AND EVEN IF THE DATA WHICH
1 AND PERHAPS OTHERS HAVE D0 NOT PROVIDE SUFPPORT FOR THEM, ARE THERE NOW,

If I am wrong — if the evidence which I asked for is available — then
I must reverse my position and press hard for him to receive specialized treat—

ment,

But, if I am not wrong — if the facts which I asked for bring forth negative
data —— then this case has very strong ethical implications; especially if the
experiences vhich 0tis has gone through and the thoughts which have been placed
in his mind are instrumental in the development of Unhealthy behavior. As &
psychologist, I am very much concerned with the outcomes associasted with this:

unfortunate situation,'

Distributiom:
Wi, S, Mercery Superiniendenit, Twinsburg Public Schools L P
Mr. Roosevelt Rodgers, father of Otis
LR Tle Milton L, Wilson, Jr., PR.D,

Consulting Psychologist

e e e
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“fot ko be relessed without poruinicu el
.hJ-Tl'.:lf-liI-""_:i!'J‘-I- G reine
PSYCHOLOGICAL SUMMARY oot Blonte Tiehir
Twr: Mr. William 8. Mevcer, Exec. Jlead From: Ralph Gillman, County Supt. of Schools
Twinsburyg Scheel District Hye ! Edgar M. Ansel |
Mr. Donakd Welever, Principal, Date: February Efi,: 1965

Chawberiin High Scohua]

Subjects Results of fndividual psychelogical study of:
st s S Mdress: 1993 Maryetl, Tanubing
Birthdate: 9-27-48 Telephone: OL 3-B746
Parents' Hawes: Roogovelt - Helen Schoal: Chiamber bod :Hf'ﬁﬁ'i‘-
Dute Tested: %=1l=55 Grade: \ o
C.A.: Lh=4 Counselor: Mrs, Nelid ;_nﬁu{ﬁ@{_m
Renson {or Reforral: Deviant bohavior, WA AN
General Observatians: Otis was not-in school when Lhe examineg -ﬁfiifriv&-‘.l. su Mrs.

Mongel, thie ceumsclor, made arrcangements For thim to come to stheolilbAt day for testing.
lis absénce from sehonl was due te a pending decision conceriing fifs mi%t recent act of
insubordinacion, _ o NG "

This tall Negre boy greeted the examiner in a warm, friendly
toni, . Bueing sovewhat gusrded initially, Otig éoon hecamé acclliimrtad: to the testing

si tuation. ' aE ehad
Risory: . Otis was tested by an cxaminer from Chis mE_’.t;Ii,m:' fn January

1962. Binuve that rdate, he fas engagedin behaviotr which resulited in Flve:schaol sus=-
pensions. Terms of suspenslon have ranged from one to ten days, Deflant behayier ins
cludied net henering deteation and accosting g white girl in the _i\ﬁ_i;:i;';,:,__.:;jé' act of kige-
ing the girl trawmtized her and ghg was abgent. fron school for a Tew days. Otis eaw
no BRI A wiong with this bahavior and felt. persecuted, ‘since the girl did not roceive
similar disciplinary actfon. After all, Otls [¢lt that she did nuthing £ 1 scourage
his approach. -

aL ’ = Sl

Tests Administered! " ‘Bender ﬁﬂinu&l Motor Gestalt -__-;‘:'_;_ ¥,
N Wide Range Acliievewent Test '
llouse-Tree-Ferson A
Hand Test - - e
Rer sehaeh : A
Test Resultu: Hid;;. Range : Hand Test
Reading Grade Level #.3 . Aeting Out Ratia 0:8
-1 '*:;}., . ol

Digcudgnsion of Test Resulis:

Since a Wechslor Ipteliinance Scale for Chiliren was ad-
ministered in January 1962, and Che quust-i{:nqj‘i‘"--i_-r.'tr;ﬂ.iig:-.n:e did not scewm to be an
issue, the examiner elécted to accepl the intulligiénce scores reported, and proceeded
to. administer projective techniques. :

Personality testing indiented that Otis is having diflicully
in establishing pouwd interpersonal relationships. He is an expansive individual who is
basically unconcerned about the feelings and values of others. He is harboting sLreng
feolingé oF aaxicty with pronounced aggressive tendencies which have a'hostile Liavor.
Oiis hakthe plopensity te aGbetit®in an anti-social manner unless he s inder careiul
supervision, and perhaps in wpite wf it or as @ veaction to Lt. Further analysis io-
dicated n lack of good pranning and judgment. Therefore, since OLis does lack the
ability toe plan appropriately and iz impulsive In nature accompanicd with [ew and/or
wealk conctrols, the potential of his acting cut in @ destructive manner is highly

prabable.
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Symmary and Recommendal o ong
OLtis is o young man with strong hostile feelings and

unfortunately lacks the controls Lo cope with Lhese aggreasive Lengdencies. The
g are recommendations for what appears to be within the best inlercesls of

[l lowin
this yuung man:

1. An Lmeediste rofevral to a clinical psychologist for a differential
diagnosis and pussible counseiing, which may, of necessity, be of :

lonyg Lerm.

9. I Dtis is veodwitted tv schood, JE 1 this examiner's recommendation
thot admission be ceptingent ppon compliunce with recommendation

number 1.
1f Ocis is readmilted te school without proféssiongl help, %
then the following recowwendations should prevail. ; £ 4
1. The eownseler, Hra. Mengel, staff chis case with Otis' teachers on g :l

ane=Lu-ont bagis, and stress the serlousness involved.

9, Teachers be awnre that Otis could act pub in the classroom wlth a :
winimm of provocation) therefore, Ery Lo avoid any sitpation with:
Otis that would require a direct frontal, verbal attack or gubmission
on lils part. Pirmness, of course, but containment appears te be the

Dbest poliey.

Parent Cunference (2-16-65); : _ _ % e
s A conference was held and atteaded by MNr. and Mts. Eudﬁﬁ,f&_,_’";",

Mrs. Mengel, Mr. Sturage, Mr. Porks and this examiner. An interpcetation of the data

wap presented, and it appeared thal the Rodgers were reluctant Lo dcceplt the interpre=~

tation, : 2y

i el

% . _ Aftor the conference, Mr. Sturage regquested that the -tﬂ_a_ﬂhcrs 2

be infemned of Otis' behavior and an interprelation be made of the Lerm "acting ouf.! 3

My, Patls wet with the faculty that day and presented his views nn this topic. ]

3. i

________________________ B4

Ralph Gillwan, Superintendent, Edpgay/M. Ansell, ;
Summit County Schools Intefn Puychologist

EblA:Lh
1




The Tutor

After the second week of attending class, Ronnie finally opened up a bit more
than when he'd first began. He reached deep within and pulled out, or located some of
what he'd learned in the past but forgot. Then he began to express himself a bit more,

though not out loud, nor beyond the table he was assigned to with the other students in

his group.
Even though he was fully toothless, and covered his mouth with his hand when he
smiled, he felt comfortable enough to assist Woody, the tough looking Mexican guy with
the bushy mustached and muscles, sitting directly across from him. Which, ironically, 1s ¢ :
the same guy who'd given me the look that I took to mean, "kick his ass for giving you
shit when all you're trying to de his help his ungrateful ass."
But my goal was to assist them all, without doing anything that would cause
further distain or friction. | was comfortable with sitting back and allowing Ronnie to
assist where he could, which ended up being not very much, because he has a problem
with reading and comprehension. But I kept an eye on him anyways. He still needs
assistance himself,
Most of the guys still act as though they did not need help, or was too
embarrassed to ask for help, but I found it so intriguing that when I was explaining an
assignment to a particular student, the others act as though they are not paying attention
but they were paying more attention, secretly of course, than the guy I was helping out.
When I catch them, some nod, as though they were giving me their approval for
getting it right or for the way I explained it, which is a way they could understand it,
which all makes me want to laugh, but I don’t.
[ do not want any of them to ever think [ am better than them in any way, because
the truth is, | am no -iZ!EI:tEl' and the system have a way of letting a prisoner in my position
know this when they think I feel that I am better than the next prisoner.

Meanwhile Sergey has grown staunch in his stance of wanting to learn based

entirely on his lack of effort of wanting to understand, which is understandable to me




because even though a guy doesn’t want any schooling after a certain age, the system will
throw you in a classroom anyway. No matter your age or disability.

Sergey is an older man who shows signs of being ornery and, at the least, seems
as though if he could, he would certainly purchase his way out of learning and
understanding the language of the country he chose to migrate to. After all, he has
completed the equivalent of the tenth grade in his home country of Russia.

I'd asked Serg, over the past two weeks, if he need help with his assignments, or if
he would like to even do an assignment and he always turns me down. 'Says he is not
interested in the least, let alone wants to complete anything.

'l don’t understand any of this," he says, always with an apology, lifting his
shoulders and raising his busy eyebrows.

Even though Serg is Russian, he still reminds me of Rodney Dangerfield, the
protruding bottom lip, bottle cap eyes; always searching and the generous snout of a nose.

Today Serg was more receptive to learning, or the idea of it. Or, it could be my
personal, nonjudgmental assistance he appreciates, and the way I willingly interact with
everyone.

[ took it easy and wrote out a descriptive paragraph for Serg to copy down in his
own handwriting to turn in; his first assignment. He was very excited and happy. Finally.

Across from Serg, seated next to woody, sat Jose, another middle age Mexican
man, who also said he did not understand some of the words, what they mean. But he was
more open and willing to be assisted. Besides, I figure, if he understood a little, I can take
it from there.

Okay, [ actually barged in and basically told myself I was going to assist one of
these guys and they were not going to reject me. José just so happened to be open to the
idea, which I am grateful for because this also helps me learn and pick up on some of the
things I'd forgotten about. You know those things they teach you in school that you never
use out in the real world once schooling is over.

Jose is clean shaven with salt and pepper hair. He wears glasses I hope will assist
him with what he is about to learn through my help. I helped him write out a paragraph of

his own. Initially, he had trouble with some of the words because he never learned to




