-

- Wisconsin.” They also plan to speak Thursday

¢ MilhaJhee Journal Sentinel ¥ ~at a meeting of the statewide Criminal Justice

SRS wmuwt o VE;., Coordinating Council. All around the state,

. N ~.members of the group will give copies of the
N o e W & blueprint to their senators and representatives.
g 5 The 11x15 campaign aims to reduce the state’s

. 0% % prison population from about 22,000, where it is

: ¢ 4 tﬂ{i.a,',n to 11,000 by the end of 2015.

B e *r_qi.' “The prison population has more than tripled
P G f-'r,as" ’; since 1990, burdening taxpayers, compromising

av edemE e public safety and hindering justice,” the blue-
: . print says. “Wisconsin's overuse of jails and

L, - pr_lrsnns is out of control.”

o reduce the number of people incarcerated
‘\d w - here, officials need to do three things, according

_ to W[SDEIM Keep ]:I-EﬂpIE from entering prison,

mete out JI.IEI.'IEE fairly
hind prison walls and hel
people avoid going back t
prison after they are relea
ed.

Wisconsin's truth-in-sen-
tencing law is among the
toughest in the nation. Un-
4 .4 der the law, which took effect

e Dec. 31, 1999, prisoners must
serve every day of the sen-
tence imposed by a judge.
Unlike many other states,
which reserve truth in sen-

_________ g employment during tencing for serious offenses,
W 2 | The group of religious leaders and activists} Wisconsin's law applies to
L. .. ~~presented &xamplas and strategies a at rafnrmingt!-mstates pr[ann syste all crimes, not just violent
G R ones. Inmates get no credit
for good behavior.

Gov. Scott Walker au-
thored the legislation when
he served in the Assembly.

A Milwaukee Journal Sen-
tinel analysis published in
2004 found that both prison
and extended supervision
time significantly increased
= under truth in sentencing.
The trend shows no sign of
abating.

Walker has declined inter-
view requests. His spokes-
woman, Laurel Patrick, did
not answer questions about
whether he had any plans to
reduce the state’s prison po- §
pulation or whether he had
any response to the 1Ix15
campaign.

. ® Instead, she reiterated an F£
. M carlier statement, which B

hrist ne Dankme furegmun:l t:-f Madlsnn listens durin mefnrum WISDOM's ideas are Fﬂﬂ'ﬂfa plan B L read, in part: “Gov. Walker §
I H[ } 8 3k believes that the public —

f ]'" wi ..‘.. I L
gallgd “11x15 Blueprint for Ending Mass Incarceration NSi and most importantly — vic- |E

State urgedto ref reform prlsons

tims deserve to know at the

T I TR L. L] .

" ‘.‘_‘. ]
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i reduaedl 1 '
Group presents strategies ;mﬁfé““ryi?}ﬁiﬁ;’,ﬂ“_“unﬂw the directionofa i of sentercing how Jo0E
to reduce inmate pl}plﬁatlﬂl'i s former Wisconsin corrections secretary. “Gov. Walker was the au-
*" Hawaii has deemed it illegal to ask about felo- thor of Truth-in-Sentencing &
By GINA BARTON ny convictions on employment ﬂpphcatlﬂm that gliminated DEFDIE be-

gharton@journalsentinel com making it easier for people released from prison canse of that belief. He men-

Wisconsin should look to other states for cre-| to get jobs. the! tioned that when he ran in
ative ways to reduce its prison population, ac-|] During a demonstration Wednesday at Ef 2010, and he is keeping his
cording to a group of religious leaders and activ- | state Capitol, more than 100 representatives o promise to the peaple of Wis-
ists known as WISDOM. WISDOM presented these examples and Other| o o » '

lowa has changed its legislative practices, re- | strategies to corrections officials and legislators | "oy, o iper states have J
quiring lawmakers to consider the impact}] as partofa du-m.unent they are calling the "11x15| rolled back their truth-in-
changes in sentencing law or the criminal code Blueprint for End Mass ln-::ar-:-&rat sentencing laws in recent
would have on the community.

E ket s 1 1] ] |

i-illul'!-.l.l.l e o 1




Yeéars, in part dogtothe huge,
cost of'mass incarceration®
In some states, including lo-
wa, legislators now receive
not only fiscal impact state-
ments about those costs, but
also “community Iimpact
statements” to help them fig-
ure out what the conse- |
quences of criminalizing be- S{ESSES &
haviors or toughening mini- ENEHEEGEEE
mum sentences might be. /
“We . have professionalSiy
and available data that can’™;

predict the impact that I:w.rs*""‘I

and guidelines will have on SRS a0 RN e | and explain,” the
"-’&I.'il?'ll':‘r ED:I]'I]TI.I.IFI’!'L'&EE. i]'i' : ._." ‘_*"' -5 - ; ' 1I..* LA { ;. 3 . :_'. . - : 'h'[ueprmt !H}"E. “after that
cluding communities of col- S W R SENRESSE PR conversation, the employer
Dt‘adli@ﬂpwth d'ﬂﬂ]h mt':;: ] can decide whether or not to
and low-income pecple, L1e SEius deny them the job.”
II:pluepé'tlntsﬁty:;l Enutg:mumtf e T 'l‘]-JiIEIi R:v. J?rr:,rwlilam:::;:lk
m would resioen 1] SDOM's
nﬂﬁﬂ\"ﬂr any particular ac- E'Iadisun affiliate, said he
tion — EE? wuudll;lhﬂimli'l}-’ hopes the blueprint shows
aid legislators and the gene- Walker and the incoming
ril public in understanding state  Legislature  that
how different actions would change is possible. Hancock,
affect different communi, a lawyer and minister who
tﬁ?‘{ " i _ formerly served as an assist-
State Rep. Sandy Pasch ¢ 'jr — ant state attorney general,

rewood i . = said the state’s ison
iﬁet.::\?ﬂng the ;ﬁhﬂe € The Rev. Jerry Hancock, president of WIDSOM's Madison afiliale ;. ;o aﬂ‘ectﬁfepr;nne.
the end of the year, pro about how the blueprint shows that reform is possible. , B “what it does is destroys
such a bill months ago, but {f Who was murdered by an§i# 20s: The cost of keeping theM hope inside the walls and de-
went nowhere. mate released directly

S—— -_

locked up is about $100 mil- stroys families outside the

solitary back to the com-liona year, paid by state taX- walls, and that just erodes all
Solitary opposed munity. gkvara. s ;'aitl} !n liitwerjlgmf{;} at evegy

People sent to prison —be-|  “Depending on your viewN ® Parole grants have dg' ®Ve, 1€ S0 We can €O
fore or after truth in sentenc- point, one might think be- creased dramatically in re- better. We mﬁﬂmﬂrﬁhu'
ing — should not be housed ¢ause of what happened, we cent years — from 1,146 in Mane state. We can keep

in solitary confinement, and | would do what we can to be 2005 to 152 in 2013. . families and communities
those Eﬂﬂﬂﬂd before that,!ElJI'E someone is punished se- together, and that’s the way
law took effect deserve a fajr'verelly,"_ he '“1.'1 the Journal Post-prison prospects . Wismrt'ta!n can move for-
chance for parole, WISDOM |Séntinel earlier this year. Those few who are parolg & =.

contends. “Instead, we want to make ed, and those released aft

As of 2012, the most recent| sure people are safer, not serving a set prison term un-|
figure available, the average ' that prisoners will be worsgider truth in sentencing,
number of Wisconsin male! than when they came in." tf',.ihmre a hard time finding
prisoners in solitary con-, KRaemisch supervised Wis-'jobs and succeeding on the
finement at any given in's corrections depart- outside.
was 1,469, according toa sufe| ment from 2007 to 2011 One reason, according to
vey by the Association of! In addition to being kept WISDOM, is that Wisconsin
State Correctional Adminis-| out of solitary (called “segre- emplovers are allowed to ask
trators. gation” by. Wisconsin De- about felony convictions on

According to United Na-|partmentof Corrections offi- job applications.
tions international stand-|cials), the state’s prisoners’ “A ‘ves' answer usually
ards, holding someone in Who were sentenced under means instant disqualifica-
solitary for more than 15 theold parolesystemneedto tion,” the blueprint says.
days constitutes torture, The be given a fair shot at releas- “The applicant is denied
2012 survey shows Wiscon- e, according to WISDOM. even if they are highly qual-
sin held more than 600 pris- About 2,700 people incar- ified and motivated, even if
oners in solitary for six to 12 cerated in Wisconsin were their crime was years ago or
months, and 14 had been held sentenced before truth in has nothing to do with the
in those conditions for more sentencing took effect and job, even if they have turned
than 10 vears. therefore could be eligible their life around.”

“Solitary confinement is for parole, yet remain in As a result, former pris- &
ineffective, immoral, dan- custody. oners have no way to sup-|
gerous and very expensive,” “A broken, out-of-control port themselves and often
the blueprint says. prison system has denied endup on welfare or back in

In Colorado, the number them a fair chance to bel prison.
of prisoners in solitary has freed and get on with their = States such as Minnesota
dropped from 1,500 in 2011 to lives,” the blueprint says. and Hawail have “banned
fewer than 500 this year, Forty-five percent of pa- the box," méaning employ-
largely due to the efforts of roleeligible inmates are ers cannot ask applicants
Rick Raemisch, executive di- black, compared with 6.5% about their criminal histo-
rector of the prison system of the state's population and rjes until the end of the selec-
there. His efforts continued 43% of all male inmates. tion pProcess.
those of his predecessor, More than half committed . “When ¢riminal back-

L their crimes in their teens of ‘ground checks are done lats




