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Black Male Incarceration Devastates
Milwaukee Neighborhoods

By ERIN TONER | PEOPLEES|N.TONEE
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There's a part of Milwaukee where every residential block has multipls numbers of men
who've served time in prison - the 53206 zip code on the city's north side.

"If you're just looking at the surface of what's here, you're going to see a lot of boarded-up
houses, you're going to see people, or young men especially when it's warmer oulside,
standing around,” says Sister Patricia Rogers, executive director of the Dominican
Center of Women. Located at 24th and Locust, the center helps women and men in this
neighborhood leamn to read or get jobs.

A third of the area's working-age adults are unemployed. And nearly 4,000 black men
here are either in prison, or have been. Rogers says incarceration is this community's

hatp:ffwunwm. compast/bl ack-male-incar ceration-denastates- milwaukee- neighborhoods [ C‘—C g
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greatest problem.

“When you think of 7 percent of African American children have one parent incarcerated,
that's a lot. And then we have parents who are incarcerated that did have jobs at one
time, so the financial piece that's not coming back into the community because of this
incarceration, i's just leaving this area devastated,” Rogers says.

Dennis Walton, 39, has lived in the 53206
Zip code his entire life. He says his
childhood there was beautiful and
peaceful, but the neighborhood began to § " bl
change when he was in his 20s. :

| saw the total destruction of my

community. | saw an influx of drugs. | saw : g, o
an influx of crime. The jobs were being

dismantled from our community," Walton i .

Says.

k=

S i st e T

Raglchans £ Ciopis

(hitz-mediad publichroadcas ing. netphwuwrm files Z 0140253 2308-

Walton says he got caughl up in street life, Mapong)

and admits he served time in jail. But he The 53206 Zp code
says his strong family helped him turn his =~~~ 0 Cood e Mg
lfe around. He went to college, then came

back here to work as a community organizer.

Recently, Walton helped establish the Amani United Neighborhood Association = a sprout
of renewal and hope.

"For too long we've dealt with a top-down type of perspective to where agendas are
already created and dictated to the community instead of organizing the community
around those issues and allowing the solutions to come specifically from the individuals,”
he says.

Walton says the social problems in 53206 took decades to develop, and solutions will
take ime.

One group working to find solutions is the
so-called "53206 Committee,” a group of
religious leaders who gather monthly to
talk about the problem of black male
incarceration.

The group knows that many men here
need jobs, but too many emplovers won't
hire ex-offenders. So that's something they
hope to work on.

Richard Shaw, the pastor at 5. Matthew

CME Church on North Sth Street, says (hitpfimediad publicbroadeasting neypiwinwmfiles 201402 Pholod ipg)
changing sentencing laws for some non- Religious leaders from Miwaukee gather 1o

; : sramstarmm solulions to the problem of black male
violent crimes would make the area safer incarceration in Zp code 53208,

"Because when you have individuals going into prisons for non-viclent crimes, they're
gonna pretty much come out violent because of the environment within the prisons,”
Shaw says.

But those are big goals — sentencing reform and more jobs for felons. Not easy or likely to
happen soon.

So what you find today in 53206 are programs to connect with residents, so they can
share the burdens they carry.

hitp:/fwuwm comypastblack- male-incar cer alion-devastates- milwaukee- neig hborhoods
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Inner-City Milwaukee Teens Reflect on Life
Among Crime, Poverty

By ERIN TOMNER | 7505 £/ ERIN.TONER

Listen 4:16
In the final phase of our Project Milwaukee series on black men in prison, we're examining
efforts o reduce the numbers.

Wisconsin incarcerates African American
men at a higher rate than any other stale.

WLWM and MPTY hosted a panel
discussion on the topic on Miwaukea's
north side.

A group of North Division High School
students attended the event, and told us
about life in the 53206 zip code.

i's one of the poorest parts of the city. A hilg/imediad publichroadeasbng netpwuwmfles 201404MG 5868 IPG)
third of the adults are unemployed and WUWM and MPTV held a panel discussion in
: i Milwaukes on the stabe's high rale of black male
violence is rampant. MNearly 4,000 black mSieai s
mean there are either incarcerated o ex- Gradif Susan Bence

offenders.

Fiftean-year-old Angelo Meneese says he understands why people call the place where
he lives, the “zoo.” He says he sees murders, shootings and fights regularty.

“if's not scary. Well, not to me. You don't want to be soft. You want to show people that
you got it, too, you can survive. Not show them that you're weak so you won't get picked
on,” Meneese says.

Damond Rogers, 15, also uses the word survival, to describe his community.

"Some people ain't got, you know, everything, cars and money so they do what they do 1o
survive every day. You gotta be the hardest to survive. If you don't, then you'll probably roll
over and die,” Rogers says.

Each of the teenagers knows someons who's been in prison — a father, an uncle or a
brother. One student admits he has served time.

Angther in the group, 16-year-old Delames Harris, says his cousin went to prison for

selling drugs. Harris says it's a way of life. —
hittpz/fwuwmn.comipostinner- city-milwaukes-teens-reflect-life-among - crime-poverty 6 @F) X
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“‘Everybody do it. So | guess people think if they don't have no money, they sell drugs,
they can get money,” Harris says.

But unlike the other teenagers, Harris does not blame neighborhood pressure.

“The environment don't affect how you act. 's your own choice. If you decide to do
something wrong, it's your choice as a man. You can't let nobody else make a decision
for you. So all that other stuff they talking about, your environment. That dont mean
nothing to me. You choose to make your decision,” he says.

Harris says he goes to school every day, doesn't smoke and plays sporis to avoid falling
into street life,

He, and most of the other teens, say they don't have a father at home - someone to guide
them in the right direction.

“No | don't, but | still know my right and wrong from my mama. And | go to church. Well, |
used to,” he says.

The teenagers take part in a program at North Division High School called “Young Men of
Vision.” Demetrius Brown is their advisor,

“What we're really trying to do is allow students to really gain their own spirit and their own
vision for their lives and so we take them through a process called a rite of passage,
where they begin to examine who they are and whal their goals are and how they plan to
achieve their goals,” Brown says.

Brown says he brought the students to the discussion on black male incarceration to
broaden their view of life and, perhaps, ignite a new generation of leaders.

“I'm hoping that they can really be advocates for a better community, jobs and things that
can really promote their careers as it relates to them becoming better human beings in
this community,” Brown says.

Brown says the immediate goal is get the teenagers on a track toward higher education,
s0 college degrees and careers take the place of crime in 53206.

TAGS: WLIWM News (termwuwm-news) Pr Al (A i roiBcl-milws
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New Ranking: Milwaukee Still Country's Most
Segregated Metro Area

By 5T
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AFHacal Dot Map shows dear a delineation betsrean racial groups in the Miwaukes area,
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A new ranking reaffirms Milwaukee's place as the overall most searegated metropolitan
area in the United States,

The Mitwaukee-Waukes ha-VWest Allis metropolitan statistical area also ranked high in
segregation between whites and blacks.

The numbars come from a recent article by the magazine Susiness Insider
(hiEp Saww Dy siesSINIder CoM M Sk SEOPCAG-CrbeS-n-amena- 201311 %ops 11 . Its authors

created a ranking system to measwre overall segregation in metropolifan statistical areas.

They based their numbers on the work of professors John Logan and Brian Stuks
(nHlp Wevews &4 Brown eduhis 7010 ataRepodapons pdf at Brown and Florida State,

Back in 2011, the professors used the latest Census data from 2010 to measure
“dissimilarity." This refers to what percentage of a certain racial group would have to
move to a different neighborhood to get rid of segregation. A score above B0 meant an
area had high segregation.

According to their numbers, which compared pairs of racial groups, Miwaukee scored an
80 for white-black dissimilarity and a 57 for white-Hispanic.

hitp:/fwesimocomipostinew-r anking - milwaukee- sfill-countrys-most-seg reg ated-metro-area C; g g
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MNatiomwide, Logan and Stults found that while blacks are only 13 percent of the
population, they typically live in a neighborhood thal is 45 percent black.

Business Insider took the professors' data a step further, weighting these scores by
minority population, in order to create an overall segregation score,

Miwaukee received a score of 67.9, placing @ first among metropolfan statistical areas in
the country. In second place for most segregation was the Detroit area with a score of

66.7.

Waﬂdnn Eunpar Center for Puhlia: Ema at th-e Unneralty uf"..-"rglnla, shows clear a
delineation between racial groups. Whites dominate the East Side of Milwaukee, the
suburbs to the north and east as well as communities west and south of the city center.
Blacks dominate the northwestern part of Milwaukee, while Hispanics concentrate in the
south city.

But this isn't news tc many in Miwaukee, UWMs Center for Economic Development
used 2008 numbers 1o repon (ntip Awwwd ywm edyiced pudlicationsimilwecon 2010 ctm) that
mare than 90 percent of the region's blacks lved in the city. Af the time, only two other
cities had lower percentages of blacks living in the suburbs. Meanwhile, Milwaukee's
white population had dropped to 40 percent.

WLUWM also reported on Miwaukes's repuiation 5 g searegated city
(hito twuwm comipostoyaniteng mitwaykees-segregaiion) in its "Project Miwaykee Black §
Wl'lljg ihfgp Mheuwim comAopiciprgiect-milwaukes-tlackwhile) " senes in 2000, At the time, a

1epor [hitp fwwwd ywm edyicedipyblicalions race oblessnessOE paf) by LUMVIM'S Marc Levine
found that the Milwaukee area had the Iargest racial disparity in jobless rates
,of any metro area in the

cﬂunlryr Smlhd',r the Publc Pﬂirc:y Forum reflected on findings showina racial disparities

(hEp Mwuw com ic-poli MGl nsjin access to job and housing
opportunities, as well as a trend of sﬁrl'-segraga!ion in the city.
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Milwaukee’s African-American heritage:

The Golden Age of Bronzeville

By Sarah Biondich

To live as an African American in this country at the turn of the 20th century was to face unrelenting
injustice and torment on multiple fronts. During the Reconstruction period following the Civil War, federal
law provided some protection for the civil rights of newly freed slaves. But when Reconstruction ended,
Southern states enacted Jim Crow laws that prohibited blacks from using the same public
accommodations as whites. The period of “separate, but hardly equal” in America had begun.

When Wisconsin became a state in 1848, it was very progressive on human rights issues and had an
active, organized Abolitionist Movement. This, along with an abundance of manufacturing jobs, motivated
African Americans of all classes to journey north along railroad lines and the Mississippi River to
Wisconsin. According to cultural anthropologist lvory Abena Black, author of Bronzeville: A Milwaukee
Lifestyle, a large migration of African Americans into Milwaukee took place between 1205 and 1935. With
the European population dominating industrial occupations, African Americans found themselves working
primarily in domestic and personal service positions for wealthy European Americans. Black contends
that by the late-1920s to early-1930s, Milwaukee's black population had settled in a square-mile area
generally bordered by Brown Street on the north, Juneau Avenue on the south, Third Street on the east
and 12th Street on the west. The neighborhood was coined Bronzeville, a generic term given to an area
of a city inhabited by African Americans.

While Milwaukee was still comparatively progressive, the city wasn't immune to the tide of racism flooding
the South. Because the black population wasn't allowed to patronize many white businesses, they simply
started their own. Lower Walnut Street, at the heart of Bronzeville, became home to chicken shacks,
frozen custard stands, cafes, restaurants, corner stores, barbershops, theaters, nightclubs and hotels.
According to Milwaukee's Bronzeville: 1900-1350by Paul Geenen, these businesses atiracted not only
people from the neighborhood, but white patrons from Shorewood and Whitefish Bay looking to eat, drink
and listen to music in an "exotic” locale. Bolstered by influential churches and social clubs, Bronzeville
was, in Black's words, “a reliable society in which people assisted each other in child rearing, job
placement, tutoring, money lending, repair services, medical assistance and social interactions.”

A



Bronzeville felt the economic impacts of the World Wars and the Great Depression, but it was two major
actions within the mid-1950s to early-1960s that sounded the death knell for the vibrant Bronzeville
neighborhood. Stemming from President Truman's Fair Deal reforms, the Housing Act of 1948 was
legislation that allocated federal funds to assist cities in eliminating their slums and to provide opportunity
for new housing projects and urban redevelopment. Under Mayor Frank Zeidler, the city of Milwaukee
developed plans to rid Milwaukee of what it deemed squalid. Many of these homes and buildings were
located on Lower Walnut Street and within Bronzeville. Later, federal funding was also obtained to
complete the highway system that had started under Mayor Daniel Hoan. Black writes that the
construction of the North-South Freeway, 1-43, required the elimination of 8,000 homes in the Bronzeville
area.

The Civil Rights Act of 1968, which prohibited discrimination concerning the sale, rental and financing of
housing based on race, color, religion or national origin, gave African Americans the liberty to rebuild their
community. In the early "80s, the Redevelopment Authority of the City of Milwaukee approved a plan that
would ultimately focus on the creation of a Bronzeville Cultural and Entertainment District that specifically
focuses on fostering African-American culture, arts and entertainment in the historic Bronzeville district.
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