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PRISONERS RAISE MONEY FOR LOCAL CHARITIES

FRIDAY MARCH 13, 2015: 11:00am: LISTENING TO: NEW HORIZEN BY: FLYLEAF

HI EVERYONE. HOW ARE YOU? I HOPE GOOD. I HAVE SPOKEN IN THE PAST ABOUT
FINDRAISING & WANTING TO HELP PEOPLE WHO NEED IT & I THINK THAT PART OF THE
PROBLEM IS THAT SOCIETY THINKS PRISONERS HAVE NO HEARTS, THAT WE DON'T CARE,
BUT IN FACT WE DO, THE VAST MAJORITY OF US WANT TO HELP, WANT TO DO BETTER, SO
OUR PRISON ORGANIZATION IS HOLDING ANOTHER FUND RAISER IN ORDER TO RAISE MONEY
FOR CHARITY. I'LL FIND OUT IN A FEW DAYS WHO THE PROFITS ARE GOING TO BUT THEY
ARE HAVING A BAKE SALE & I FOR ONE JUST CALLED MY BROTHER & ASKED FOR SOME EXTRA
MONEY TO BUY SOME OF THIS STUFF. THEY ARE SELLING PIES, WHOLE 7" CAKES, STICKY
BUNS, DONUTS, MUFFINS, CHEESE CAKES & BROWNIES, ALL FROM A LOCAL SUPERMARKETS
BAKERY. I'VE NEVER HAD CHEESE CAKE OR RED VELVET CAKE SO I AM DEFINITELY LOOKING
FORWARD TO THOSE, I CALLED MY MOM TODAY AND TOLD HER THAT I HAVEN'T HAD A CAKE
SINCE 1997. I REMEMBER IT SO WELL. I WAS IN A WORK RELEASE PROGRAM & MY JUSTINE
& HER MOM CAME TO VISIT ME AND SURPRISED ME WITH A BIG CAKE FROM A BAKERY. THE
BIGGER SURPRISE WAS THAT JUSTINE'S MOM, JOANNE, SHE HAD JUSTINE'S PHOTO PUT ON
THE CAKE, IT WAS MADE INTO THE ICING AND IN 1997, I HAD NEVER SEEN ANYTHING LIKE
THAT. THAT WAS MY LAST TIME HAVING CAKE. SINCE I HAVE SEEN A ZILLION EPISODES
OF CAKE BOSS, I KNOW IT'S DONE QUITE OFTEN BUT BACK THEN, IT WAS A SURPRISE.
ANYWAY, I ONLY HAVE 30% TO SPEND SO I THINK I'LL GO WITH THE RED VELVET CAKE,
STRAWBERRY CHEESE CAKE, AND THE BANANA NUT MEGA MUFFINS. WONT GET MY ORDER UNTIL
MAY BUT I AM DEFINITELY LOOKING FORWARD TO IT.

MOST OF THE PRISONS IN PA HAVE INMATE ORGANIZATIONS THAT SELL STUFF TO RAISE
MONEY, THEN THAT MONEY IS DONATED TO CHARITY. LAST YEAR AT HUNTINGDON I BELIEVE
WE RAISED ABOUT $500 (AT OUR ANNUAL RUN-A-THON EVENT), FOR A LOCAL KIDS YOUTH
SOCCER CLUB. THERE'S NOT ALOT OF MONEY IN PRISON SO I GUESS IT'S MORE LIKE OUR
FAMILIES ARE THE ONES DONATING TO THE CHARITIES BUT THE IMPORTANT THING IS THAT
SOMEONE IN NEED IS GETTING SOME HELP. AND FROM PRISONERS NONETHELESS.

I KNOW THAT MANY YEARS AGO, LET'S GO BACK TO THE EARLY 1990'S AND BEFORE,
PRISONERS IN PA SERVING A LIFE SENTENCE RARELY DID LIFE. SO MANY WERE PAROLED
OR GIVEN COMMUTATION FOR THEIR GOOD BEHAVIOR AND IT ALL CHANGED WITH THE PRISONER
KNOWN AS MUDMAN, HE WAS THE ONE WHO GOT OUT & WENT ON TO KILL SOMEONE ELSE IN
NJ, ONLY TO BE MURDERED HIMSELF IN A PRISON FIGHT. CAN ANYONE TELL ME WHY
PENNSYLVANIA HAS THE 2nd HIGHEST NUMBER OF PRISONERS SERVING LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE
OUT OF EVERY STATE IN THIS COUNTRY? 52 STATES AND PA IS #2. OUT OF 52 STATES,
PA IS 1 OF ONLY 6 STATES THAT DENIES LIFERS A CHANCE AT PAROLE. T DON'T HAVE
ALL THE ANSWERS BUT YOU CAN CHECK OUT "DECARCERATE PA" ON FACEBOOK. THEY HAVE
ALOT OF GREAT IDEAS, BUT NO ONE IN OUR GOVERNMENT SEEMS TO BE LISTENING. THEY

SAY THAT OVER 50%Z OF ALL PRISONERS HAVE SOME SORT OF MENTAL ILLNESS, BUT WHEN




YOU BREAK A RULE IN HERE, THE AVERAGE PRISONER GETS LOCKED IN SOLITARY CONFINEMENT
FOR 90 DAYS, THATS 3 MONTHS LOCKED IN A CELL ALONE, WITH NOTHING. AFTER AWHILE,
THAT BEGINS TO MESS WITH YOUR MIND. I'VE BEEN IN THE HOLE WHEN MEN BROKE AND
COMMITTED SUICIDE BECAUSE THEY COULD NOT HANDLE BEING IN THE HOLE. THE BOARD
OF PARDONS IS A JOKE. I NEED 5 PEOPLE TO VOTE AND SAY YES TO BEING GIVEN ANOTHER
CHANCE. THATS ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE. I'M ALL FOR PUNISHMENT, YOU BREAK A RULE OR
LAW, THERE MUST BE CONSEQUENCES (BUT WHEN IS ENOUGH, ENOUGH?

LET ME QUOTE BRET GROTE, OF THE ABOLITIONIST LAW CENTER, "SUCH HARSH
SENTENCES DO NOTHING TO ACTUALLY SOLVE THE PROBLEM OF VIOLENCE IN OUR COMMUNITIES,
REMARKING THAT: "L.W.0.P. (LIFE WITHOUT PAROLE) IS A HﬂLﬂL OF RACE &% CLASS BASED
ON MASS INCARCERATION. IT DOES NOT SERVE THE VALUE OF DETERRING CRIME. THERE
IS NO COMPELLING EVIDENCE WHATSOEVER THAT INCREASING EXCESSIVE SENTENCES DECREASES
CRIME. THERE IS PLENTY OF EVIDENCE HOWEVER THAT L.W.0.P. SENTENCES & MASS
INCARCERATION PERMANENTLY EXCLUDE PEOPLE FROM PARTICIPATION IN POLITICAL, ECONOMIC
& SOCIAL LIFE IN THE COUNTRY."

YOU HAVE MEN IN HERE WHO WANT NOTHING BUT TO HELP, BUT BY KEEPING THEM HERE,
THEY CANNOT HAVE THAT CHANCE TO BE A POSITIVE INFLUENCE IN THEIR SOCIETY. AND
LET'S FACE IT, THE MAJORITY OF ALL PA PRISONERS ARE FROM PHILLY OR PITTSBURGH.

I'M A PRISONER, I DO NOT CLAIM TO HAVE ANY OF THE ANSWERS BUT THERE HAS
TO BE BETTER WAYS. GET INVOLVED, TELL YOUR LOCAL POLITICIANS THAT YOU HAVE IDEAS.
THIS STATE NEEDS CHANGE. SPENING 500+ MILLION DOLLARS ON BUILDING A PRISON AND
CUTTING EDUCATION IS NOT THE ANSWER., GET INVOLVED WITH DECARCERATE PA AND SEE
IF YOU CAN HELP. TIME FOR LUNCH SO I MUST GO IN A FEW MINUTES. CAN WE FORGIVE?
CAN WE GRANT PEOPLE ANOTHER CHANCE? HERE'S A STORY FOR YOU; ALLESSANDRO SERENELLI
WAS 20 YEARS OLD, HE MURDERED AN 11 YEAR OLD CHILD NAMEP MARTA GORETTI, BECAUSE
SHE REFUSED HIS SEXUAL ADVANCES. HE STABBED HER REPEATEDLY. ON HER DEATH BED,
LITTLE MARIA SAID SHE FORGAVE HIM & WANTED TO SEE HIM IN HEAVEN. WHEN ALESSANDRO
WAS RELEASED FROM PRISON MANY YEARS LATER, HE WENT TO MARIA'S MOTHER AND ASKED
FOR, & RECEIVED, HER FORGIVENESS, HE ALSO ATTENDED MARIA'S CANONIZATION IN 1930,
HE WENT ON TO WORK IN A MONASTERY, NOW THATS JUST A STORY OF SOMEONE ELSE'S LIFE.
BUT CAN WE EVER FORGIVE? TAKE CARE, AND GOD BLESS. T LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR
RESPONSES. GOD BLESS, CIAO.
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