By Phoeon You
Graphic Designer

Frison University Project’s
(PUP} fall 2014 semester end-
ed with 13 stodents gaining
important knowledpe and new
pppreciation for biology,

The hiology course was
collaborated and tanght by
professors Xan Chacko, Troy
Lionberger, Hyan McGorty,
Brock Roberts, Moe Turmer,
Diane Wicner, and Adam Wil-
hamson — all with differen
backgrounds in biology.

Throughout the course, stu-
dents discussed basic biology
topics that included informa-
tion flow, cells, evolution,
emergent propertics and ho-
Measiass

Students were asked 1o form
hypaotheses and conduct ex-
periments 1o test iheir theo-
ries. Students then were asked
o present their independent
projects in front of the class at
the end of the semester

Research topics from stu-
dents included exploring mul-
tiple sclerosis (MS) on a cellu-
lar level, identifying whether
left or right handedness is
genetic, understanding con-
sCiousness, prisoners’ emo-
bonal mindset concerming
love and romance, causations
of drug addiction, siress and
food addiction, environmen-
tal factors that cause breasi
cancer, dangers of human
cloning, HIV, cognitive be-
haviors of domesticated dogs,
depression on a cellular level,
and’ inherited genetic factors
af breast cancer that explain
why specific ethnic groups
are al preater risk than others,

L RPN T R

PUP also provided a hands-
oft Inbormory that included
microscopy, statistical anal-
¥sis, and discovery of organ
function  through  dissec-
tion, according to the course
scheduile,

“Having a goal
in biology helps
us get to where
we're going
faster. There’s
a purpose and
an end to this”

Student Danny Nha Ho

id, “1 have gained a great
deal of understanding about
informution IFaRsmisston,
cells, evolution and human
disease among other things,”
he adds. “The hands-on lah-
oratory experience observing
biotic organisms under the
microscope was. beyond my
expectations,”

The lab experiments in-
volved DNA extraction From
strawberries, along with dis-
secting sheep brains and cow
eves, and observing how light
causes leaves 1o float or sink
under the microscope,

Microscopy  expérimenia-
tion alse leoked at how sea
urchins cells divided or didn't
divide during fertilization. 1
saw the stage of an egg after
the fertilization process forms
its own ring to prevent other
sperm from entering the egg,”
said Ho:

13 PUP ¢ Srudenrs Gain New Apprecmt:on for Biology
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Back row: Isiah Fields, Charlie Spence, Rosario Banda, Brock Roberts, Barton
Buenavista, Jerome Boone. Second row: Adam Willlamson, Eddie Herena, Danny
Nha Ho, Phil Senegal, Carlos Flores. Front row: Van Wilson, Phoeun You, “Zakee”

“I am more aware of how
close living organisms (bac-
terin, planis, animals, and
humans] rely on one another
b0 continue the cyele of life”
sild Jerome Boone

Eddic Herena was amazed
at-how much information is
contained inside cach cell, “A
cell 15 big as the universe™
said Herena. He added, “Hav-
ing an understanding in biol-
ogy decpened my inlercst in
science and math."”

Biology gave him clarity
and purpose in life, Carlos
Flores said. "Having a goal in
hﬂlﬁg}r helps us get to where
we're going faster. There's a
purpose and an end (o this.™

Hutchinson and Alexei Rulz

.,
Fhaby by Sarn Lein

Carlos Flores logking at how cells divide under the
microscope while the teacher and students observe




clubs, and Rotary Club mem-
bers.

The SQUIRES program has
continued since 1964, The
popularity and success of the
program was the central theme

you for taking the principles
and values of SQUIRES with-
in the San ann::'n Community
and holding yourself to a high
standard so-as to be a humani-
tarian and mentor.”

Death Penalty
Spending Increases
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that reported the death pen-
alty include Somalia, “where
ot least 34 judicial executions
took place”™ in 20013, Iraq or-
dered more than 169 inmates
to death.

The global figures for Su-
dan amd Yemen show thai
more than 10 prisoners wers
executed in each country in
2003, Even though China has
one of the largest populations
an earth, the country classifies
its death penalty as a stale se-
cret, Howover, the report said
it is believed that “thousands
of convicts™ were sent (o their
death.

“The report also shows that
at least 1,925 people were s2n-
tenced to death in 57 countries
in' 20137 Im that same year,
23,392 inmates were on Death
Row globally. “The method of
exccution range from behead-
ing, hanging. lethal imjection
ta shooting.™

Amnesty International  re-
ported 98 countres have abol-
ished capital punishment for
all crimes. Most of these are
in Western Europe and the
Americas. 5even countries, in-
cluding Brazil, Chile and Ka-
zakhstan, have abolished it for
“ordinary crimes.” In “these
countries, death penalty can

only be given for exceptional
crimes such as crime commil-
ted under military law or under
exceptional circumstances,”

The report dentified 335
countries as abolitionist in
practice. However, they “rétan
the death penalty for ordinary
crames, Bt there have been
no execcutions in the past 10
YEArs,

Worldwide studies show in
maost cases, that persons sen-
tenced to death are generally
from an economically and so-
cially backward section of s0-
ciety. Amnesty [nternational
wrote.

Opponents say, It is possi-
ble for innocent peaple o get
executed because of unfair
and discriminatory apphca-
tion of the death penalty,” the
report adds. In many cases,
poor defendants don’™t have re-
sources (o hire good attorneys
o represent them, the report
sand,

“Many studies have sug-
gested that there s no evi-
dence 1o show that capital
punishment has any affect on
murder rales,” the report not-
ed. There are critics who be-
lieve an execution is o denial
of human rights and 1t "sends
the wrong message, that kill-
ing is acceptable under certain
circumstances.”

the 111!4 Richie Earle Man of
the Year Awird.

In an imterview with Miles,
he promised to take wup the
challenge of expanding the
SQUIRES program by design-
ing & website and webpage
attract support on the internet.

SQUIRES' sponsors and fa-
cilitmors want to reach a broad-
er group of supporters and
organizations  whose mission
relates to things that affect the
development of today’s youth,

Miles said he believes, when
possible, parents and adult fam-
ily members of the youth are
encouraged bo attend and par-
ticipate in the workshops. In

By Girard Rooks
Contributing Writer

Why me? Why this? Who
hasn't asked this a times?

Two men serving time in San
Cuentin asked me to talk about
how and why | send sermons
to Califormia prisoners. [ can
answer in fwo ways, One, my
experience of how it happened,
and the other is through God's
view, as | read it in the Bible.

My experience comes from
the fact that [ have a brother
who used to tesch a Hible class
in a county jail in California.
He connected with some men
who went on to state prison.
For them he made copies of ser-
mons preached by the minister
at his church. Over time he was
mailing these o 60 or 70 men,
and family members of some,

For years I've preached about
10 times o wear st Mel Troater
Mission in Grand Rapids, Mich,
However, once [ retired I had
time W type my sermons. My
brother read one, and thought

st & Lo partict-
pate in thn: SOUIRES program.

“Continue 1o spread the love of
SQUIRES. These are a group of
amazing men & San Quentin,
You exhibit the principles and
g work ethic that is peeded o
reach children today.”

Kevin Parter o youth agency
counsekor said, “I'm amazed at
the impact this program has had
on my kids.”

Larends  Brooks-Williums,
a case manager, shared 4 story
about & young son who was dis-
respecting his father in a park-
ing lot, She walked over to the
father with a SQUIRES ques-
tionnaire and told him to check
the program out.
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J.F. Girard Rooks

theyd make & good mailer, sa |
began sending them to him.

A few years ago something
changed and he stopped mail-
ing sermons, When 1 learned
of this, | asked for his mailing
list amd I started mailing my
messages mysell. Then, 1 con-
tacted some prison chaplains
and a few of them agreed to
accept, copy and make my mes-
sages avaibable to men in their
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SQUIRES staff
Jack Jacqua

Pastor Finds New Spiritual Calling

facilities. Over time. we have
reached more and more men
{and now Women Loo) in prison,
and members of their familics.
For several vears | have also
mailed Spanish translations of
the messages.

Mow, God's view on this:

+ Pealm 139, verse 16 All the
days ordained for me were writ-
tem in your book before one of
them came to be.

» Ephesians 2 1: We are
God's workmanship, created in
Christ Jesos to do good works,
which God prepared in advance
for os 1o do.

Why me? Why this? Because
God planned it and then worked
things in my life to make it hap-
pens.

If vou're on Death Row, in
Jail or prison, or have a fami-
Iy member who wonld like 1o
receive these mailings, write
me ar: JF Girard Rooks, cio
Hanley Christian  Reformed
Church, ©0-372 Jackson S,
Crrandville, MI 49418,
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