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Dear Kneyl,

We write to you today because we wanted to share an update on our work to expose
the broader harm of mass incarceration and over-criminalization.

Please find enclosed an excerpt of our 2013-2014 annual report, highlighting the
progress that we have achieved on our campaigns, including our core work to extend the
victories against prison gerrymandering in Maryland and New York to the entire nation (pages
6-7). We are particularly excited to have had campaigns or bills pending in Connecticut,
Illinois, Minnesota, Oregon, Rhode Island, and Virginia this year. We are also preparing for
trial in our federal voting rights lawsuit challenging prison gerrymandering in Cranston, Rhode
Island. We're hoping that with this momentum and the necessary pressure, the Census Bureau
will finally start counting incarcerated people at home in 2020.

As yvou might know, we have expanded our work from ending prison gerrymandering
to also include bringing faimess to the prison and jail phone industry (pages 8-9), and we’ve
done a lot since we finished the annual report in September. In November, the Federal
Communications Commission announced an intent to extend its earlier ruling capping inter-
state calls home from prisons and jails to all phone calls home, including those that do not
cross state lines. The FCC sought comments until January 12, 2015 about extending the
regulation to in-state calls as well as this billion dollar industry’s other abusive practices. We
responded with eight major briefings on the need for regulation of in-state calls, why the
industry’s “compromise” proposal should be rejected, how the industry secretly and illegally
pockets tens of millions of dollars from families when a loved one is released from prison or
jail, among others. We are expecting the FCC to rule sometime late this spring or summer,

In addition, we released a new report, Screening Out Family Time: The for-profit
video visitation industry in prisons and jails. 1t is the first national survey of the for-profit
video visitation industry that insists on replacing traditional in-person visits with expensive
video chats. Our research found that over 500 correctional facilities nationwide have adopted
video visitation and that county jails are using video visits to replace traditional visits. We're
proud to share that our report got great coverage in Fhe Economist, Streer Roots, and NBC., We
have even had a victory! A few weeks after we released our report, the Portland, Oregon shenff
announced that he is changing their contract with Securus to bring back in-person visits. You
can find a factsheet on video visitation on the reverse of this letter,

In the enclosed excerpt, you'll also see that we produced a series of groundbreaking
reports to better help the public grasp that mass incarceration is both unprecedented and
counterproductive (pages 14-16). Further, we continued our fight against ineffective criminal
Justice policies such as overreaching geography-based penalties (pages 10-11) and driver’s
license suspensions for drug offenses unrelated to driving (page 12).

As you can see, we've been keeping busy. We'll stay in touch with updates, and we
thank you for your support of this movement!

Sincerely,
Peter Wagner Bernadette Rabuy

Executive Director Policy & Communications Associate




VIDEO
¢ VISITATION

The for-profit video visitation industry
in prisons and jails

by Bernadette Rabuy and Peter Wagner
January 2015

For-profit video visitation is quietly sweeping the nation’s prisons and jails. While the technology has existed
since the 1990s, the video visitation industry has grown tremendously in the past few years. Currently, over 500
correctional facilities in 43 states and D.C. have implemented video visitation systems. While video visitation

systems vary, the process typically requires that visitors pay and schedule visits in advance:
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[ronically, video visitation is the least prevalent in state prisons, where, given the remorte locations, it would be the
most useful, and the most common in county jails where the potential benefits are fewer. In state prisons, video
visits supplement traditional visits, but in county jails, video visits typically replace traditional in-person visits.
Families with loved ones in county jails are left with two options: take the time and expense to travel to a jail for a
visit with a compurter screen or pay $1/minute for a visit from home. This practice of banning in-person visits
violates best practices put forth by the American Correctional Association and the American Bar Association.
Research has long found that in-person visits have positive outcomes for public safety.
County jails should follow the lead of Dallas County, Texas, which — in response to pressure from the
community — was the first to reject a video visitation contract that would have
banned in-person visits and Multnomah County, Oregon (home to Portland) where | SCREENING OUT
the sheriff reversed the ban on in-person visits. FAMILY TIME
Punishing families who are secking to stay together in order to gain profits is bad - 4
public policy. Sheriffs and the video visitation companies are simply wrong that |
expensive computer chats and grainy images are equivalent to visiting someone in
the flesh.

. This tact sheet is based on our report, Screening QOut Family Time: The
for-profit video visitation industry in prisons and jails, available at:

hﬂ'p:ffwww,Erisnngn|igx,grg£vi5ifuiign{'

I“I PEIS_QH




Executive Director’s letter

[pgr Friends, Then ruses-prearkil, M. o itisan

I'm preod o share oor D01 3200 4 anniial repoen me ﬂ-‘l-'"'-ﬁll'"! Frin Priian Poticy Iedfiofiee Fﬂ:'d""":“
Pediy Ersithatrve s o pevens asormyphideamenia, B boen o whirksind culhing -'dg‘ resarch 1o sapose
prar for crimvina jusics rebedi. anid 1o prodd 1o i thuie thet Priscn e broader harm of mass
Posdicoy Bramianve haa Baam a the comaer ol the action. W ve suiale ial COTCRT DO, ol e !p-l:h'i!-

I"'\.'lllnl'"l'l.'l M 4T CTHT L-i_.r\.l.'rpll wrd 8f

i, o o W DT | [URgEs I:Id!“l:lltl:ll.'r mm'ﬂ"" i ETEaE O
1 1), and along e wary wer eed o nembar of groandbecabang repa

OE Tl SOy

aradl oollebeorarinna char arg copunshing e ope and s cooiahies of e
Lasjped mas el SEidnAl AR FUCASCERELON { pages | %] T} Wour
parorarevip paes us che Ferwary Erwnswcial Heanlabiew 1o evske all of this
werk happen, il | thandk v For yomr encoursgemaen, poer Eredback
e ST TN

| in-founded che Prisce Pohicy buimetno o Bl sk face
P R I 5 DH 10 Campal g that scoomphish ras goals: schises real dhange oo
ATV iprcific iwse an moks the Lnges proass chat G harm of saac
POMICT IMETRATIY

wrimmilnali gatssn enversds far bayond the progds wha s logiod wp While

1 4 AT "“.'I.“p' JETIRM 3 II'J CENIET OF (M W 'IL.\'ur (TR R "":FP'"I'
= this wead smle if parisibede 108 @ 00 producs 4 ses of hroasd, narsoma
1 I N | 1 D

roports and gollsborations Do paospel oor LAger movement Toorerand

INUAL REI
gl = Paid off the Prison Pelicy Tnimave model s 5o go decp Jio

Serdiemelher Sivig witdi of 8 complicapd problom and tham -

chran, actiable dolation. Fol @iamph

= Chur el el b anal maspmne the nanonal mosomaene agadnis

priscn gerrymasalering. Te ve won vicesies i Boer sases ansd

thar L% Suaprmer Crogry, sl w i Py miking progrcs sowands

sing the L1% Cene Barcau fo-o Walonfiled people

ai e il dddadiciings i e BENT OIS | H agen b

= Chur rescarch and sdvesscy has bom kpopeeg che cxploicstne
jprivicn deedl jail eeleplin: iy in checke and shiv year wy
he Feseral € mevarme

s & W rising droaT TR

[T

W G b i ool cally hivee feoem s i |

pidla e pages B9

[hais yen, o work sl oo mnode] gained mutional ereugnisies
cuireseirmriie wich our sicecanias, |n lenr, | ppermeed dhe 131 4 Ararscan
Constimrioosd Sociory's David Catliner Amard, narmd for one of de

great polblss interes bispors of dhe Sih Convury. [ comddder ch ararasd

et & greas personal bonor sl 4 milestone bod the oriminal o

v m chiar g thas oor movpmont has oomae 3 bong way

amplon 8A LG
sonpolicy.ang
413 3270845

PO} Box '_.?.ll o
hitp




singr ghet Prison Pelicy Inivactve wa fossalnd in 2000 At thae g,
prindn popalsion witt |lym¢hw‘whmulduhug.|ﬂ.}luh1}q
Pﬂﬂﬂlhhnﬂﬁrnﬂwmutmfﬂﬁf ST IgReing
the need ¥or erimimal jenicg noform, Since then, cur movemeni has
sy Fosnased numomsl soention s the problem of mas
incarcrrarion, wed the Carliner Aecard wis g grost opperisninr o
wchitware how times hive dhanged fow thad crimindl pistice fefofm n
wxlidby on the progrewis agmads

ITse Petiasin Pelicy biiatios s work has alwayys boon dedgned oo fuad tha
Ly maoremeni. b this yeas —ihaisd eo your seppon — morbed the
et giime chut we b Ihrlrﬂl:nmn[ﬁ:l.ﬂ:r&mmlnﬂh:‘rh
marerner L sty by Albing major kel dge gipi. n o arocke
penctoudy ortithed "Feery Coraphs, Sam aned Daca Poine Yo Mood For
Eesearch e U5 % Lnis [caiceration.” Pesn Phetography escater Pric
Bareoek wammirad wp this dify

jhﬂdﬂh&pﬂhkruuﬂlhlnllﬂr etfcinve Frivmn Policy
Erriarive LT haa delivered i a gres servios ofce sases

Mog qoncen with “enby® Bling Leevais, prouing sancs 9o morv
iy Aot Priseen Bascd Flrotpm f:rrnm.uulrru-;; husiifing
oot and cxpenaive jail phong L:.'urml::ndpmnf..nrg
F-HI\H'HH" ﬁﬂﬂ- 1 wmrmuniagt . PP i cotumidieed da
prowiding fellow prian refermens with sccursse sp-ro-dise da
o TS ECatCeEatinn

Freer 1a ealking aboir fomr escineg Peisos Poboy lnisianive repoeis thal
ot ivyrmed Busd e winiting forr

*  Kaxisl and ethnic disparitles se an unaccepeshle but defining
charscierisic of oar prison sysom. v the foderal gerermmans
mopped poblishing informstion o el digaioe by s
sreen yrsrs sgo. W wied par knosledipe of L%, Census daes po

fill ghet g wich i nepoey and Z00w graph

*  Smilerly, thare wamn’t 5 dmpls way 10 sooes dana sbour the
.;h:'n'rJ'| { atial exccanonal decline | of the pronn pﬂ-Ful;l.lm m
wach mase, w0, we prodaced anoder reporr with 100+ graphs
ihirsiing that waie policy decisdons dive mas incereration

*  Thepg wasn'y 2 wraighcioreand wiy 1o ersborstand bow maiy
ph:p-l-:mb:lnkq:mdﬁm lamalt o Facmdinios ara] whn
Sary wiorg thame. 50wt produced e groundbrealing repor.
Al Prcavermation: Db 1 Taale T

Miplorgy i Cias® huife e el
15 o i e A Constiafon
Sentaite i U 1 pasiepscd

(g wwerm 03

[lerte Syl
e ——

,_..-—
EACRIMNG

STALE

Lry La)
L
5N

-

&

- .|-|||.|].|'r_ recognizing thag wt wwmslhl wse wh inbeTlonal
perprceive o P ey enacarage crsminal pesior meform in she
comparstively low punitive LS stsn, we westhond wich dais
wrriar Jouh Biogley oo show chat oniminal mistice golicy inevery
qm.iwldqu-iuhﬂ'-l;rruddu wanilal

[h-nuﬂwﬁdﬂm}'i‘ﬁmluurﬁlﬂ.ﬂn‘nhhllww £ '-'. . _ 1 * a l
their mrorwity, Theeie sepons broughn web s iy rverwhalmed our This ps. e g it Hon Pl
Hr-,u-.u'ﬂ'l-l.pqu;l;\lmr discuusons wnd medis coverage than we weie ruimbrdy Horll Gresn o 0 wides:
ﬂﬂrm.uml:wnp1f1‘rnh!hhﬂ|ﬂmp*1 1417 el AT FOATACN (1 0 Eaaed
Hlawing o musch traffic s vos much innmess is 2 raer problem for the 73l e o

wuigin] fagr] b mrn el aetE el 0
srirninud petice pefnm v b0 hase T —

A ood work i grossing in bods srope and impact, w0 b owr

o ATy Earion Thin var, wi wong eagioed oo andne i bivl-cver
el ol opeearng. | Beaidhy ol imes i Hiall 1 mi Beires were people
wt hasd woorhoed closely wich for marey woars ) Afoer 3 rugiceud srarch, we
wnore theilled pe find sur new Polaoy snd Communicanons Asodar,
Bernuademe Rabewy, Bomadon: gradhemerd from chie Univenicy of
California, Roricloy and :'Il.'\m*_l"l‘l:lhd wigh our [Esands an the
*ustonil Comnaill on Crime and Delinguoncy. Voioe of the Ea-
O#ender, and Califomass United for o Reyponible Budgen

In other wail news. long s momibar of che FI' orem Lezh Sakala is

e @ Tull-rimg E;..\_Iu.'u: wulers in the dusl ?il.l..lm-li Prabsdic Peodu 7'

ABA in Monprofis Managossra Program s Brasdain Universicy

While she has rebocaed 1 the Boascon area, I'm pleined 1o share tha
s i with us partpims i @ Sonior Policy Amal

O Board of Direoms haa o gained several .Jﬂcnphlbn! e
mumbers thin year, We aie ihribiod s Kokl Blsom, Eurh
Girpermeoodl. Michsel Lo Oreens, and Jormifor Sellite hare joised ot
sram

Moring lorward. ['m erosragrd by che progne e sds over the
L Foa 0 dlwnﬂ:rruulm‘lin.‘.ﬂuhlmlrw }m:ihll‘db“hl
chalrrge Fost the nean vess, homoeeer, femains fansding e work oo ond
m#mm“ s lans e gl gt | hurcd that the
ﬁlﬁwmmﬂlﬁrmumfmdmﬂldmwwﬁﬂm
mﬂnﬁn‘u‘;flnm:ddmnﬁm.mmqlhﬂ MIpsCET Bl
Farsles permiin big G of oar work. and the Peblic Weltane
Foandston, srhich was sepporting ogr work, with “gpeaial
oppevusitics” grant that normally can't be sonewsnd, was cven goneroas
gmj.#tmpwmr'nﬂm natier thas o Sussdon needed be Eap up
Wie andll hawe a year ro neplace thar funding. and w'ne making piogron
F v i ol bnr-:rmlnhlhl‘l-: Jopie Foanidaisn Bas lﬂ"ih‘] A e i s
apcial propnot 1ooond prison gormrymandering i e S idwes, We sl




rwrei] eghier Feralees. homsrver, 10 sigpeye0d 0 oner wesrk: 9 coibietd I|.'Fl"\l-'\ll--'\l-1

ruriiodidliy

The Prisen Policy Bruibsirec o o the biart of dhe mantmess 0 ol
priscen grrevearsleung and wi mu bring e new seppaort mowseain oi
wowrlk dating this crinical mis duecals Cnrous thH.h"h-F r-rrl.'.-l W'
ot 0 P insd @ ol shan oot B8 b faional vechere, e [
ponfident thas vesa Tl help o 45 yoa abarwrs harop_ no sl ther necemary
pisfie ek 10 soapces o mppasn w0 chai o werk can coniimue 10

fisiinah

Tharedk vos ot vt prarenership. and For boing 3 kov pary of cor vicetrics

oer the pase year, Pleine oeldbiiie wigh me

In i ol

Priot Wignicr
Exsowive Lo
Sppacrrber 39, T

fre. Wie mhwaer wglonme Bpedbadk sl wie oo |.--|'|.p.|.|:..| the wap

thein yoi, med the public s bege, (ah gel igulites abovim o work. Thow

gl n incluads

»  Fraail mewadenters for prinon goorymandgrang, the foican
qhraringReouns, wul our prnscrsl work. 3o UL

BB 1t ) HE M b

& WES o dalleew v Tisbogne higasd e B O
feoladianl

o Taieier Faortseok and YoulTobe, We're (@ Prodon Pesicy i

lwignr

Who we are

Thse poen oo, mon-partisan Priess Policy Inisarnive produces oorming
edpe resciarch oo capme cha brdsder Bocres off mans ingarceration, and

ehen -1.u||h'| vy tuup.l."lnl-ll.rldl: N TR e T

1Ber Prison Podioy Inl ooy war fowded in 5051 oo dooymenc and

publicias beora muas afcancoration erdirmines our nationad weltare ot

cram ban grown po foer dedicaied vl membson who, dong wiith

wiudeni inborris el vohestcers, daps il

our office i Eesmern Masschmerm

Eralf

St
s

darty, Intermg gnd waly

Niris Lgergrs, |gal [hemgron
B plryny B, Py & | s grwma A sms naw

frek fahade trane Pulay Ands
Friii Woapees P it Dhinona

L n
i by T g, ok | olirgr W, larsis
A haprs ek 1 odge Wool e

- R Leged ' L
“ . Sy L rarps b A iy
' sesced Lam bbmwd
1 Ny e Ko i il g Wk ik
4 gl bl EELTE bees
4 ol e, L e ol o i
R e
Losviulban
® s, T2 Dol
Ui Las i, Roranasch U on i s
a

Podk fla g daophe | immbgm

(B B g T LI o R

. el
Frive i e
Br=tun b . Lpsee P pe m Pobls e

o el Py, LT il

B b | s, [adinod

Tharn e of beodavabog ped Sl Pegss o famadias
ey w1 ps i, P i

Baanb Lovrewresl e

Vel s i Lty sy sy € il Wi
Llen L=

Sowrr b, hwvin w

T Kaluwordil Clavi

weare, s, o e B e 1 B

s, Prasaiees
Y [PPPR N S | LLE ¥ T OO [ Sre——
w8 D

Al sl B g 1wy, | Sy rem

Mo i Pt aml | s i

SR LTRSS e R

1 epmrasmeia chmek

LT paris Do

frsamy s e, Ll
g s Pl Dirsbrvors, Al ikl Trigd R, B
el e Pl [l e

ey g v Do st

e b [l & e beligrem

linmi: fom [horpam (terima

Prodivimd o Hodee Timgs s

Py Wiggnar, Kb

i o e [P rm Fym by g

fontali Welliai, [Twweten

[ S S Y RS T ] Wy e .
gl Trsathi. Ir

B el fucmi i vuinhy

sory Board®
Aslirs aamlign Lowmliage. (hravs Lalirgs
Mol o Semavar 4 revemacdegry || seerany off {bdin, Morwgy
Ay Foralil Pridai ol b i |
Bt e, L7000 Mbnid o L
Sley el Prsm Lrgal "rss

mvremy od e

Bareaa i, rewn Pl e g v BE T
Logal v

ooy udrn, gl Blades o« Padi
e e, by ol g, Mg s, AR 11
Cunal bl
brfhirw=
Brae Bolls, lormard b onoetimed aed Comvennd
Pt ypde s, ML rrms

drmmig 1 s vim plemed | ey

Frigme Sl Panmrarabap Ao afns ord Bai g
| L [ Ty

Brimda Wiyl Drdiees At weork e bl s b smm
Bbas i oty Al wrmers

e




Protecting our democracy from mass
incarceration by ending prison gerrymandering
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Bringing fairness to the prison
and jail phone industry
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Ending the shackling of mothers giving
birth while incarcerated in Massachusetts
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. : Breaking Down Mass Incarceration in the 2010 Census:
Pulling back the curtain on mass State-by-State Incarceration Raves by Race/Echnicity
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Srarcs of Incarceration: The Global Contexe
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Research Clearinghouse and
Legal Resources for
Incarcerated People
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