“A man i8 not finished when he is defeated. He is only finished
when he quits"

Richard M. Nixon

"Being defeated is a temporary condition. Giving up is what
makes it permanet."”

Marilyn Vos Savant
Columist

“In the long run we shape our lives and we shape ouselves.
The pro¢ess never ends until we die. And the choices we make
are ult}mately our own responsibility."

Eleanor Roosevelt

“"silence|in the face of evil is evil itself."

' Dietrich Bonhoeffer
‘ 1906-1945

“None of ‘us has gotton where we are soley by pulling ourselves

up from our boots straps. We got there because somebody bent
down and helped us."

Thurgood Marshall - U.S. Supreme Court
1908-1993

"1 made hP my mind to love because hate is too heavy a burden
to bear."

Martin Luther King Jr. 1929-1968

"The ultimate measure of a man is not where he stands in moments
of comfort and convenience, but where he stands at times of
challenge and controversy."

Martin Luther King J. 1929-1968

"To aquire love, fill yourself up with it until you become a magnet"
Charles Haanel

"We musﬁ find some spiritual basis for living, else we die.”

| Bill Wilson, co-founder AA

"Unless |you have a spiritual experience, there is noting that can
be done. You are too much conditioned by alcholism to be saved in

any other way." Bill Wilson, Co-founder AA
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Wake Up!!.....Decide to have a good day.
“Today is the day the Lord hath made; let us rejoice and be glad in it.” Psalms 118:24

Dress Up!l.....The best way to dress up is to put on a smile. A smile is an in expensive way to im-

prove your looks.
“The Lord does not look at the things man looks at. Man looks at outward

appearance; but the Lord looks at the heart.” 1 Samuel 16:7

Shut Upll..... Say nice things and learn to listen. God gave us two ears and one mouth, so He
must have meant for us to do twice as much listening as talking.
“He who guards his lips guards his soul.” Proverbs 13:3

Stand Upll...  For what you believe in. Stand for something or you will fall for anything.
et us not be weary in doing well, for at the proper time, we will reap a harvest if we do not give up.

Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good...." Galatians 6:9-10

Look Up!!l..... To the Lord.
“| can do everything through Christ Who strengthens me.” Philippians 4:13

Reach Up!l.... For something higher.
“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, and lean not unto your own understanding. In all your ways, ac-

knowledge Him, And he will direct your path.”

Lift Up!l....Your Prayers.
“Do not worry about anything; Instead PRAY ABOUT EVERYTHING.”

Philippians 4:6

Counting Daily Blessings

As | gaze out of my window at the start of each day,
| take a moment with my Lord and | stop to pray.
| tell Him I count my blessings and here's what | say. ..
How grateful | am for the blessings He's sent my way.
I'm grateful for the flowers, the grass, and the trees;
I'm also grateful for the birds and even the bees,
The glories of a Spring day with a soft gentle breeze,
With a cloudless sky just as blue as the seas.
The flowers in bloom, every color and hue -
White, pink and yellow and comflower blue.
How can | thank Him for everything He has done?
They aren't just for me — He has blessed every one.
So, | take a moment and count everything -

The earth and the oceans, and the birds that all sing,
The moon and the stars that shine in the night,
The sun in the day that gives heat and light.

I'm thankful, dear Lord, for every hour of the day,
And | know that You hear me as | stop to pray.

Milly Patzer

—




Brain swelling and headaches
Headﬂresmnadh%:‘iufpaﬁentsgim
BIIB037, compared to 5% of the placebo-
treated patients.

But there was a more sefious (and probably
related) side effect as well: amyloid-related
imaging abnormalities (ARIA), which can
include edema, or swelling around the brain.
The edema was more likely in patients who
carry a variant of the geng APOE4, which
increases a person's risk of Alzheimer's. These
patients comprised abouti 2/3rds of the patient
population, Biogen says. Edema was reported
in 5% of the APOE4 patients in the 1 and 3
mg/kg groups; in 43% of hose in the 6 mglkg
group; and in 55% of those in the 10 mg/kg
group. ,

Yes, to emphasize that: more than half the
APOEA patients had somé degree of edema in
the top dose group. In those without the
APOE4 gene, edema was{seen in 9%, 11%,
and 17% of the 3, 6, and 10 mg/kg groups.
Gandy said the edema probably be
managed; Schneider wanied lo see more data.
Both agreed that the edema might make it
difficult to use the highest dosa in future
studies. Biogen said it was too early to talk
about what dose it will uselin its larger studies
because it neads lo talk with regulators.
Picking the right patien

If Biogen's drug does workwhere other
medicines have failed, it might be because the
company has a better drug - or because it did
a betler job picking patients for its study.

Al Sandrock, Biogen's senior vice president
and chief medical officer, seys that BIIB037
was created by looking for gntibodies in
patients who survived into old age without
gelting Alzheimer's. These patients had anti-
amyloid anfibodies, and ong of them was
tumed into a drug.

But this study also focused pn treating early,
when patients are only first ng o notica
cognitive impairment, and oh making sure that
patients have amyloid plaque in their brains.
Sandrock says that 30% of patients were
rejected from the study they didn't
have visible buildup of amyleid on PET scans.
In general, investors have doubtful that
the amyloid-clearing drugs in clinical trials will
prove effective. In a note to investors
yesterday, analyst Timothy Anderson at
Bemstein Research wrole that investors
forecast only a 25% chance the drugs will
reach the market and that a forecast no
revenues for them. The B Idec results
seem almast oo good to be frue - but thal's
partly because up until now the odds for
amyloid-clearing Alzheimer’s Ireatments have
seemead 50 bleak.

Chris Kyle was the subject of the top-grossing
film "American Sniper.” (CONN]The widow of the
man whose life was porirayed in the acclaimed film
*American Sniper® has penned a heartfelt letter to
him on their 13th anniversary.Taya Kyle posted her
ﬂlierhla'mwmﬂ:uachrﬁi{thﬂhm&paga.
where she proclaimed, *| miss you and | love you. |
‘eel you in my heart and soul so strongly. | am mare
Nessed to have been your wife than anything else
n my life." Today, | have a choice. | can bury

wﬂmhmmmmm"
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without you," she wrote, "Or, | can celebrate never
having a day without you in my heart because you
loved me enough to leave me a lifefime of
memones and beauty."Kyle, a Navy SEAL, has
been crediled as the most successful sniper in
United States military history. Bradley Cooper was
nominated for an Academy Award for his portrayal
of Kyle in this winler's film "American Sniper,” which
was based on Kyle's bestsalling autobiography. The
film, directed by Clint Eastwood, has become the
highest-grossing war movie ever. Why "American
Sniper’ is a smash hit Kyle and his friend Chad
Littlefield were shot and killed at 2 gun range in
2013 by Eddie Ray Routh, A Texas jury found
Routh guilty of capital murder in February, and he
was sentanced to life in prison without the
possibility of parole. Jury finds Eddie Ray Routh
guilty in "‘American Sniper’ case

(CNN)Fox's smash hit series "Empire® had its
season finale on Wednesday night, and the
ratings once again grew. According o Deadline,
the drama reached 16.5 million viewers, up 10%
from the 14.9 million who tuned in the week before.
The show has managed lo grow its tolal audience
every week since its premiere, a rare feat in the
television landscape. Deadline noles that it's the
best showing for a new series in a decade. Most
fans were not disappointed with Wednesday night's
season finale. M As the show aired, #EmpireFinale
was a worldwide trending topic on Twitler, and the
show gol its most tweets ever during the two-hour

" finale. The show about the passionate Lyon family

and the drama surrounding them and their record
label has been a TV phenomenon, with ratings
growing weekly. Its soundirack scored a rare
success this week, debuting in the No. 1 spot on
Billboard's top 200 album chart, lopping Madonna's
"Rebel Hearl."Danny Strong told Deadline that he
and fellow "Empire” creator Lee Daniels have
steered the series to be both socially consclous
(issues of race and sexuality were central to the
plot) and night-time soapy. *| think that's one of the
secrels of success to the show," Strong sald. "That
it's working on both levels, and the layered
character drama grounds the juicy soap tums. So
the soap tums are 3 blast, bui we have this drama
there that also keeps it emotional and real." In
January, the network announced plans for a second
5823500, .

Board member scolded for opening building to
police protesters; judge threatens sanctions
over immigration lawsuit; 11 more Wisconsin
stories

MADISON - A Dane County Board member has
surrendered his keys and pass card to the City-
County building, for letting late-night prolesters into
the facility just six hours after the Madison Police
shooting of Tony Robinson.The DeForest Times-
Tribune first reporied that Supervisor Leland Pan
helped et over 100 protesters enter the building
that houses the Madison Police Department just
after midnight on March 7.Thal was soon after
officer Matt Kenny shot and killed the bi-racial
Robéinson.In a complaint letter, Police Chief Mike
Koval said his officers were stretched thin enough
at the time, and they needed to bring additional
officers to the City-County building. The chief said it
was an "imesponsible acL." They did not reach the
secured police quarters, but Koval said officers and
others who worked throughout the building were
scared for their safety. He said the group yelled
ﬂ'ﬂrngaiha'lﬁlmam and "We have guns,

687 e
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considered seeking charges against Supervisor
Pan, but decided against it.At least one county
supervisor called for a censure of Pan, who
represents a downtown Madison district. However,
board chairwoman Sharon Comigan said there's no
substantial action Pan's colleagues could take
against him.Comigan made it clear to Pan and other
supervisors thal he overstepped his authority.

igan said Pan has agreed nol to ask to regain
his building keys and pass-card.
Bradley accuses Daley of overt partisanship
MILWAUKEE - Stale Supreme Courl Justica Ann
Walsh Bradley accused her election opponent of
catesing lo the Republican agenda for what's
supposed to be a non-partisan judicial post Bradley
and Rock County Circuit Judge James Daley
appeared together in Milwaukee Thursday, in the
first of four scheduled forums before their April 6
contest.Daley said he's only trying to reach volers
who are most likely 1o share his admittedly
conservalive philosophies — and in his words, "The
Republican Party does not run my
campaign,”Bradley said she disagrees with a recent
rule change thal lets judges sesk campaign
donations from parties with cases pending before
the Supreme Court.The 20-year incumbent said she
would never accept such donations.Daley said
judges who do accepl those donations should not
be required to remove themsalves from cases and it
should be up to the justices lo determine if it affects
their requirement to be fair. Bradiey is considered
one of two liberals on the seven-member court.
Judge trades barbs with Justice lawyers over
immigration rules
BROWNSVILLE, Tex. -A federal judge says he
might order sanctions against the U-S Justice
Department, if he finds that the agency misled him
on exactly when an Obama immigration order was
camied out. Judge Andrew Hanen heid a hearing
Thursday in a lawsuit brought by Wisconsin and 25
other states that want the president's executive
immigration actions ruled unconstitutional.in a
somelimes tense hearing in Brownsville, Tex.,
Thursday, Hanen went back and forth with the
Justice Depariment on whether the judge was
misled.Hanen believed the administration would
hold off on a key Obama order until the judge
on a request for a preliminary injunction. However,
the government had already given three-year
reprieves from deportation to 108,000 people. It
was part of a program that keeps young immigrants
from being deported if they're illegally brought fo the
U.5. as children.Those people also received work
permits.Hanen said he was an "idiot” in believing a
Justice Department lawyer who said in January that
nothing would occur in the program uniil Feb,
18.Justice Depariment attoney Kathleen Hartnett
apologized for any confusion, but said the reprieves
were granted under guidelines issued in 2012 and
the injunction which the judge granted did not stop
those moves.Hanen said the repriaves were
supposed to be for two years, not three and his

junction should have
rolina Republicans he has the

leadership to put the nation on a path toward the
political right. The potential 2016 presidential
candidate spoke Thursday at a pair of GOP fund-
raising events in the early-voting state. Walker said
he's womied about his children's futures but he's an
optimist, and he still "feels good about
America."Walker highlighled his accomplishments
in his four-plus years as Wisconsin's govemnor,
citing Is efforts to weak
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University studies why we hate

Gonzaga offers
classes hoping
to cure us of it

By NICHOLAS K. GERANIOS
Associated Press

Spokane, Wash. — Why
did the Nazis hate the Jews?
Why did the Hutus hate the
Tutsis?

Hate is everywheare, but the
fundamental question of why
one person can hate another
has never been adequately
studied, said Jim Mohr of
Gonzaga University, who is
developing a new| academic
field of hate studies.

Thegoal istoe acon-
dition that has hu-
manity since one caveman
looked askance at another.

“What makes hate tick?”
said Mohr, director of Gonza-
ga's Institute for Action
Against Hate. “How can we
stop it? '

Gonzaga fnundath the insti-
tute a decade ago after some
black law students received
threatening letters. It has
since started a Journal of
Hate Studies, hosted a confer-
ence and offered its first class
on hatred in the spring.

The hope is that other uni-
versities will follow suit, said

Ken Stern of the erican
Jewish Committee in New
York, who has been involved

in the effort. “We wanted to
approach hate more intelli-
gently,” he said. |

Stern, who has! spent 20
years battling anti-Semitism,
said the need for hate studies
became obvious when people
started fighting ps such
as the Aryan Nations. Oppo-
nents galvanized against the

Aryans but didn't really
know how best to fight them,
Stern said.

“We were flying by the seat
of our pants,” he said. “There
was no testable theory.”

There is not even a good
definition of hate, Stern said.

Philosophers have offered
numerous definitions. Rene
Descartes said hate was the
urge to withdraw from some-
thing that is thought bad. Ar-
istotle saw hate as the incur-
able desire to annihilate an
object. In psychology, Sig-
mund Freud defined hate as
an ego state that wishes to de-
stroy the source of its unhap-
piness.

Gonzaga, a Jesuit universi-
ty known for its basketball
team, offered a class on the
subject taught by five profps-
sors from different disci-
plines.

Student Kayla De Los
Reyes was in that class and
said the information both
horrified her and gave her
hope.

“Hate is something that is
part of the human emotional
makeup,” she said. “Every-
one feels it at one point or an-
other. You have to learn to
control it.”

The goal is to create an aca-
demic home where a variety
of disciplines, including his-
tory, psychology, religious
studies, anthropology and po-
litical science, can be
brought together to focus on
hate, It's the same sort of ef-
fort that led to the creation of
disciplines such as black
studies or women's studies,
Mohr said.

Such academic efforts are
not without controversy.
Some skeptics fear that they

are little more than attacks
on the dominant power struc-
ture.

“This stuff tends to be one
dimensional and presumes
the guilt of an archetypal
white male,” said Glenn Rick-
etts, spokesman for the Na-
tional Association of Schol-
ars.
Indeed, De Los Reyes said
one of the more interesting
topics in the class involved
white privilege. The most re-
cent Journal of Hate Studies
contained articles about op-
pression of gays, Nazi experi-
ments on Jews, the local bat-
tle against Aryan Nations
and Muslim support for sui-
cide bombings.

Heather Veeder, a graduate
assistant for the institute,
said the organization has an
important mission. “Hate
thrives in areas not illumi-
nated by education,” she
said.

But Stern said it is too easy
to blame ignorance for hate.
People can have plenty of
knowledge about something
and still hate it, he said. The

problem is when one person |

or group can separate anoth-
er person or group from their
humanity, thinking of them
as an “other,” Stern said.

There is no simple answer
to why people hate, Mohr
said. Hate can be sparked by
greed, fear or a tribe bonding
together in opposition to an-

Jother. People looking to be-
long will hate others tofit into
a group, he said.

But Mohr said he wouldn't
pursue a field of hate studies
if he didn't think something
positive could be achieved.
“We can change,” he said.
“There has to be hope.”

“God has|a very special plan for each of your lives, and wants

you to knaw Him personally. Remember that no problem you will
ever have 55 too big for Him to handle. No matter what happens,

God always has your best interests in mind. That means that God
always does what is best for you—even when it seems hard. He

loves each one of you very much.” —scr Jesse W. STronG USMC
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“Life provides losses and
heartbreak. But the greatest
tragedy is to have the
experience and miss the
meaning. I am determined
not to miss that meaning.”

“Perspective changes our
attitude. Changing our
attitude breathes hope into
us. That’s the real gift God’s
messenger Clarence the an-
gel gives to George Bailey.”

—{rom 52 Little Lessons from it's a Wonderful
Life by Bob Welch

“Self-compassion rather than
self-esteem may be the key to

unlocking your potential for
greatness. Self-compassion is
a willingness to look at mis-
takes with understanding
—embracing the fact that to

erris indeed human.”
—Heidl Grant Halvorson, motivational
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Words of Wisdom: ABC Poem

A Ithough things are not perfect

B ecause of trial or pain

C ontinue in thanksgiving

D o not begin to blame

E ven when the times are hard

F ierce winds are bound to blow

G od is forever able

H old on to what you know

I magine life without His love

) oy would cease to be

K eep thanking Him for all the things
L ove imparts to thee

M ove out of "Camp Complaining”
N o weapon that is known

O n earth can yield the power
P raise can do alone
Q uit looking at the future
R edeem the time at hand
S tart every day with worship
T o "thank" is a command
U ntil we see Him coming
Victorious in the sky
W e'll run the race with gratitude
X alting God most high
Y es, there'll be good times and yes
some will be bad, but
Z ion waits in glory... where none are
ever sad!
Author unknown
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IN THE LORD,
AND IN THE
POWER OF HIS
MIGHT.

NAMES OR TITLES OF JESUS
IN THE BOOK OF REVELATION

Revelation
1. Jesus Christ......coievies e S A e Tl e 1:1
2 Faithful WHNe8a., .. i e ias et sl Tt e e e s 1
3. First Begotten of the Dead.............cccviiiiiiiiinines 1:5
4, Prince of the Kings of the Earth.............cocvveivnnes 1:5
A AN BN CMBOR . L s e et e T 1:8-13
B First and- a0 o i s s i i 1:8.11,13
L Ol OF BN s s s o T e O P R e Tt 1:13
BHethat liveth and was dead..............coc0inumnes 1:13,18
8. He that holdeth the seven sStars. . .........ccocvvvnvnnsons 21
10. He who walketh midst the golden candlesticks.......... 21
e A TR T R e i o R T 2:18
12. He which searches the reins and hearls ............... 2:23
13. He that hath the seven slars..........cccvvvvvrrnrrosnnns 3:1
14. He that s holy and U8, . ....covniviiiienanasnosis -
15. He thal hath the key of David . ........cocomismivinssnnns 37
16. He that openeth and no man shutteth................... < 4
17. He that shutteth and no man openeth................... 3.7
N R MBI YL s i hnie s s i a e s S e ma bl o TE Rl T o s a ern W h 3:14
19. The faithful and true WitN@ss.........ciiiievinevanrnaases 3:14
20. The beginning of the creation of God .............. ... 3:14
R O o R s e e
22. Lion of the tribe- of Juda .......ciiveiniiiiiieiinssaaea i
2 THe: root oF DB o s s i e e s e e g 5:59
24. A lamb as it had been slain..........c.ccciceiivicanrans 2:6,7
Tl BN s s G R R e e e e R s e 589
26. The Lord God of the Holy Prophets.................... 22:6
27. Lord of Lords e T e, L e e O 17:14
< L e e e U e S 17:14
TR e e N L 19:13-16
DR FEEITTUL -8 M o vo v virms ng b6 555 5 e ss WA TSy A 19:11
31.Beginning and the end...........ccoviivirvvrancnnnnnns 22:13
32. Rider of white horsa ...........ccccvvvvviiocssrasssanass 19:11
o Ty et S e U T T, B A 20:4
34. He who hath the sharp sword with two edges......... 2112
35. He that hath the seven Spirits of God............c...... 3:1
36. The bright and morning star.............cocviecaunnnas 22:16
* -...‘ h &
When (_NT1St
comes into our life,
the 0ld nature is crucified

replaced by a brand-new
2 1
nature that is Obﬁ’dlﬁ'ﬂt ‘,

"God
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Tuesday he wants to be the first justice to
vote for a new chief of the high court.
His remarks came just before the state Senate
a constitutional amendment that
would allow for the seven justices to pick
their own chief rather than have the position
go to the most experi member, as it has
for 125 years.
Daley, a Rock County Circuit judge, is
running against incumbent Justice Ann
Walsh Bradley in the April 7 election. The
race, although officially nonpartisan, is

ing Daley and
Democrats largely lining up behind Bradley.
Daley told the Wi in Technology
Council's board of diregtors during a
question-and-answer session on the
University of Wisc -Madison campus
that he believes in dem y and not giving

the longest-serving justice the chief’s spot.

"] would really love to be the first justice to
vote for my next chief,? Daley said.

Bradley, who spoke at the meeting just after
Daley, opposes the améndment and said it's
an attempt to silence longtime Chief Justice
Shirley Abrahamson. Bradley and
Abrahamson form the Bberal minority on the
court.

"There must be room,” Bradley said, "for
more than one perspective, one voice, one
view on the Supreme Court.”

The chief justice serveq as the administrative
head of the state court $ystem and has a host
of ceremonial duties but doesn't have more
official power than the pther justices in

deciding whether to up a case or in
reaching 2 ruling. Still, ithe four justices who
make up the court's co ative majority
have been at odds with Abrahamson for
years.

The constitutional amendment is up for a
final vote in the state bly on Thursday.
If it passes, as it will appear on the
April 7 ballot along with the Daley-Bradley
race.

If voters approve the dment, the
conservatives will almast certainly remove
Abrahamson from her although details

about how that election would proceed would
be left up to the justices. Democrats argued
that Abrahamson, who was elected to a 10-
year term in 2009, should at least be allowed
to serve that out before being replaced as
chief. Abrahamson, 81,/has been chief justice
for more than 18 of the nearly 39 years she's
been on the court.
Under the amendment, the chief justice
would be selected every two years and there
would be no limit on haw long they could
serve.
The amendment's spongor, Sen. Tom Tiffany,
R-Hazelhurst, said he 't targeting
Abrahamson. Justices ip 22 states select their
leader, Tiffany said. Democrats decried the
proposal as a blatant power grab.

It passed on a 17-14 vote, with all
Republicans in favor and all Democrats
against.

public benefits, alternative teacher's
licenses

Recipients of public benefits would be
required to undergo drug testing and teachers
in "high-needs” fields could get teacher’s
licenses based on "real life" experience,
under budget proposals announced Thursday
by Gov. Scott Walker.

Walker was scheduled to travel to companies
in De Pere and Mosiness Thursday to roll out
his "workforce readiness plan” to be included
in his 2015-17 budget, scheduled 1o be
unveiled Tuesday, Walker said the proposals
are aimed at providing more workers for
"high-needs" fields.

The proposal also includes reducing by one
year the maximum time recipients could
receive benefits under the state's job training-
and-welfare program, Wisconsin Works.
“We know employers in Wisconsin have jobs
available, but they don’t have enough
qualified employees to fill those positions,”
Walker said in a statement.

“With this budget, we are addressing some of
the barriers keeping people from achieving
true freedom and prosperity and the
independence that comes with having a good
job and doing it well.”

Scott Walker to propose drug tests for \

The proposals in the two-year budget include:

e Requiring drug testing of those applying
for or receiving benefits from programs,
which may include unemployment
insurance, FoodShare, Transform

Milwaukee, transitional jobs and others.

Those failing drug tests would be
offered free drug treatment program and
job training.

e A freeze on technical college tuition for
students pursuing high-need
occupations.

e [Increasing funds for technical education
scholarships for high school graduates
taking career and technical education
courses.

*  Reduce time spent on Wisconsin Works
from 60 months to 48, to "encourage
more rapid placement in jobs."

¢  Allow potential teachers with "real life
experience” to become licensed by
passing a competency test.

Walker said the initiatives are aimed at

helping job seekers qualify for the nearly

70,000 open positions posted on the Job

Center of Wisconsin website.

State Senate Democrats unveil agenda, say

Wisconsin needs a 'full-time governor'

Senate Democrats announced on Wednesday

a legislative agenda aimed at empowering

Wisconsin's middle class with proposals for

education, health care, the environment and

the workplace.

Most elements of the "Wisconsin Families

First” plan face an uphill battle, with all

branches of state government under

Republican control. Many measures

supported by Democrats, like raising the

minimum wage, have already been dismissed

kel
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by Republican lawmakers and Gov, Scott
Walker.
But Senate Minority Leader Jennifer Shilling,
D-La Crosse, said she hopes the parties can
find common ground on mental health reform
and infrastructure investments.
The Senate passed its first resolution of the
2015-16 session on Tuesday, & contentious
party-line vote on a constitutional
amendment to change the way the state's
Supreme Court chief justice is selected.
Sen. Jon Erpenbach, D-Waunaukee, said
that's not where the Senate’s focus should be.
Shilling said it was a "missed opportunity” to
make the Senate's first priority something to
benefit working families and the middle
class.
"It"s simple: education, fair pay, good jobs
and a secure retirement. That's what it"s all
about,” said Sen. Dave Hansen, D-Green
Bay. "And I'm going to ask my colleagues on
the other side of the aisle that we may return
to the idea of collaboration and
communication, all of us working together, to
do what's right for our state to move it
forward."
The Democrats' plan includes calls for
investment in worker training, restored
funding to public schools and accepting the
federal Medicaid expansion. It calls for the
state’s Equal Pay Enforcement Act 1o be
restored, for a "Made in America” act and
proposes a retirement plan for workers,
farmers and small business owners based on
the strengths of the Wisconsin Retirement
System.
It also includes environmental protections
and greater investment in roads, bridges, bike
and pedestrian paths, transit and broadband.
Demaocrats will push for the repeal of a
controversial bill that requires women to
undergo ultrasound exams while doctors
describe the image before getting abortions
and mandates that doctors who perform
abortions secure admitting privileges al a
hospital near their clinic. The admitting
privileges portion of the law is currently
blocked by a court decision.
Some proposals are ones the Legislature has
seen before, like Hansen's Higher Ed, Lower
Debt Act. Hansen and Rep. Cory Mason, D-
Racine, introduced a bill last fall that would
allow student loan borrowers to refinance
their student loans at a lower rate, and
another version for this session 15 in the
drafting stage.
Senate Democrats are also calling for
improved access to mental health and
_rehabilitation services in both urban and rural
areas. Mental health reform was one policy
area where Democrats and Republicans
worked together last session.
"We know the pathway to success. We know
the pathway to opportunities for Wisconsin
families. We just have to move it ahead and
we have to have the fortitude to be able to
step up and do what's right to build up our
families and build up our communities and
ultimately build up our state for all, allowing
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bid. Since then, the former Florida governor
has been courting major donors = including
those who supported Romney in previous
campaigns — and building his political
operation.

Some of the most generous bundlers in
Romney’s 2012 campaign have publicly
stated they are staying on the sidelines or
have already committed to Bush. Of the six K
Strect lobbyists listed as raising the most
campaign donations for Romney's last
campaign, only one declared his support for
Romney in interviews with USA TODAY
this week.

Potential rivals for the 2016 GOP nomination
have also criticized Romney.

U.S. Sen. Rand Paul, R-Ky., who has been
expanding his political operation while he
considers running for president, likened
Romney to "yesterday's news" and said it was
time for the Republican Party "to be looking
for something fresh and new.”

Madison ranks 30th in latest Milken 'Best-
Performing Cities' index

Boosted by the continued growth of medical
records giant Epic Systems, Madison has
jumped 19 places to No. 30 in the 2014
"Best-Performing Cities” index from the
Milken Institute, the only Wisconsin city to
crack the top 100.

The annual report scores the 200 largest U.S.
metro areas on their economic vitality, with
an emphasis on both job growth and the
quality of the new jobs being created. Wages
are also a key component of the index.

The San Francisco metro area was ranked
No. | followed by Austin, Texas; Provo,
Utah; San Jose, California and Raleigh, N.C.
Among Wisconsin cities, Milwaukee moved
up three places to No. 137 while Green Bay
fell 40 places to No, 130, one of the largest
drops in the index.

Omne bright spot for the region was the Lake
County (IL) and Kenosha County (WI) metro
area, which jumped 66 places to No. 52 —
the 7th largest improvement among large
cities.

Launched in 1999 and released each January,
the Milken index is considered one of the
most objective looks at the economic health
of the nation"s largest metro areas, although it
is weighted toward the technology sector
which hurts rust belt states like Wisconsin.
"This is an old story; an economy heavily
skewed to traditional manufacturing will not
rank well in the national studies,” said Tom
Hefty, co-author of the 2010 "Be Bold
Wisconsin® report which urged Wisconsin to
embrace 2 more knowledge-based economy.
Technology and energy development were
key factors in economic growth over the past
vear and figured heavily into the 2014
rankings, according to report co-author
Minoli Ratnatunga. She says many Midwest
cities, which didn’t take a major hit to
housing and construction with the economic
downtum, are now getting passed up by
meiro areas that are enjoying a bigger
rebound.

“Places that lost a lot of growth during the
recession and are now regaining all those
jobs tended to do better than more stable
metros in the Midwest,"she said.

Ratnatunga added that cities like San
Francisco and San Jose have managed to
overcome an unfavorable tax system and high
costs of living by clustering talent amid an
entreprencurial climate — the same
prescription that economic development
officials have long prescribed.

“Madison benefits from a highly skilled
workforce, plus it's just a lovely place,” says
Ratnatunga.

Based in Santa Monica, California, the
Milken Institute is a nonprofit think tank that
bills itself as “determined to increase global
prosperity by advancing collaborative
solutions that widen access to capital, create
Jobs and improve health.” It says the goal of
the Best-Performing Cities ranking is to “help
businesses, investors, industry associations,
development agencies, government officials,
academics and public-policy groups monitor
and evaluate the performance of metros
where they work and do business relative to
the rest of the country.”

The report uses the most recent data available
for MSAs or metropolitan statistical areas.
The Madison MSA includes Dane, lowa and
Columbia counties.

The Madison MSA ranked as high as No. 21
in the 2003 Milken index but has slipped at
times in part because of slower wage and job
growth compared to other areas of the
country,

In the latest report, Madison ranks 19th in
technology GDP growth since 2000. That
growth can be clearly traced to the success of
Epic Systems, which saw sales go from $50
million in 2000 to $1.7 billion in 2013.
Madison also ranks 46th in overall wage
growth since 2007 but only 75th in recent
wage growth, according to the 2014 Milken
index.

Overall, Madison ranked 71st in 2012 and
has seen its ranking bounce around quite a bit
over the years. It was 23rd in 2011, 31st in
2010, 63rd in 2009 and 90th in 2008.

Among small metro areas, Fond du Lac was
ranked No. 25, up 40 places. La Crosse was
65th, down 12 slots.

Fargo, N.D. was ranked No. 1 among small
cities largely because of its energy jobs
related to oil shale.

Decision makers have yet to respond to
rumors of UW-Madison, System split
Days after The Wisconsin State Journal
reported Gov. Scott Walker was considering
autonomy measures for the UW System,
neither state Republicans nor System officials
have confirmed or denied whether that
includes splitting UW-Madison from the rest
of the System.

For its part, UW-Madison is not involved in
any budget discussions separate from the
System's, according to UW-Madison
Communications Director John Lucas.

“In the current conversation, UW-Madison is
not considering or being considered to leave
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the System on its own,"” Lucas said in an
email Wednesday.

Walker confirmed he was considering
autonomy measures for the UW System in a
vague statement Tuesday, the Capitol Times
reported.

“Autonomy” could refer to a few different
things, according to Mike Mikalsen, staff
member in the office of state Sen. Steve
Nass, R-Whitewater, chair of the Senate's
higher education committee.

Mikalsen offered authority to begin building
projects and set employee salaries as
examples Nass would support.

It could also refer to a plan to split UW-
Madison from the rest of the UW System by
establishing a public authority system that
would govern the university instead, he said.
“Madison has pretty consistently wanted to
move to a public authority kind of model,”
Mikalsen continued. *They desire the ability
to have a public authority kind of model
where they are off on their own. They have
desired the ability to have their own
governance via a board of trustess or
president’s board or something like that.”

In 2011, then-Chancellor Biddy Martin
advocated a similar arrangement for U'W-
Madison, but the initiative failed.

Members of the Governor's party have no
more insight into Walker's budget plans than
the media, Mikalsen said, but added that
conversations with UW System
representatives can give clues to what
Wisconsin might be able to expect in
Walker's budget proposal.

“Members of [Walker's] administration have
been briefing for a couple of months UW
officials on what some of the options are that
he is considering and getting their input on
it,” Mikalsen said.

While the UW System has not commented on
these briefings, concerns from them have
made their way to the ears of legislators.
“Based on the contacts from UW folks and
things that they have been sharing with
legislators, they certainly have concemns that
these are a couple of the options that the
Governor is looking at,” Mikalsen said.
“Some are for it and some are against it."
UW System officials, meanwhile, maintain
strict silence about any talks they may be
having with the Governor's office.

Strategic Communications Manager for the
UW System Heather LaRoi said in an email
she could not comment on the budget and
deferred questions to the Governor's office,
which also declined to comment.

Mikalsen suggested that if Walker's budget
proposal did include a UW-Madison split
from the System, it may not enjoy wide
support from the Republican party.
UW-Madison “would need to be part of the
system, period,” if Nass were to vote for it,
Mikalsen said, citing concerns that tuition
costs would increase dramatically.

Daley wants to be first Wisconsin justice to
vote for chief

MADISON, Wis. (AP) — Wisconsin
Supreme Court challenger James Daley said




demonstration or protest will be
civil and safe.”
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“The nation’s mayors strongly
believe that there should have
been open-court procpedings in
the case of the officer-involved

derstands
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pain

Hamilton family

The mother of a 31-vear-old
man killed by a Milwaukee po-
lice officer in Red Arrow Park
savs she understands what the
family of Michael Brown is
feeling.

“My heart goes out to Mi-
chael’'s mom and family mem-

shooting of Michael Brown so that 1 ilton'sdeath mustfollow anew A .
the Evir::lﬂenr:e could have been Milwaukee mother state law that requires a team Edemda Mﬁ'}i}ﬂ Hﬂlfl'lﬂl?ﬂ said
presented in a public forum, and a reaches out to mom of at least two investigators Monday. “I'm going to pray
verdict could have been rendered . fromanoutside agency tolead that God will uplift them in
by ajury. ... There i$ an under- LI} FE['gllEﬂI'l shn-ntlng reviewsofdeaths in police cus- their time ﬂfﬂEEﬂ and I would
standable feeling of discontent in  Maria Hamilton said Monday. tody. Some have questioned lﬂ]"'_:E t;ihz?} at ﬂiweiil fe;i
the community, and there willno  “I want the federal govern- whether the investigation of W ﬂtd ]i]:ftunﬁi herugm?-:n 1
doubt be protests. Quf hope is that ment to come in with a special his death by the state s D!w— h'ﬁ'““] ?‘1“3 Jot herkneep
any demonstrations that occur will prosecutor and handle my sionof Criminal Investigation tgt]m' ufl;ght' Lo herﬁ‘?!
be peaceful and nuwi{:lent so that son'scase.” is truly independent because HWE l.]l-te s ng s .tu
we can begin to heal ffom this Federal au gome of the agents involved mt}m :H'l HSI:!%W = Ege
difficult time.” I r thorities  are are former Milwaukee police news . aghraaéa jury ] r-
= LS. Conference = 2 mltlt'l.itﬂ-r'lng t.hE officers. g_us{:nl;n D-;.-heﬂm:nnde i QeC]-
of e - case but won't  The Milwaukee County dis- Slﬁ'}tz ut offi rt“w
“We are a nation bulit on the rule get further in- {rict attorney’s office received will POI?EEhEE“i;El'W atal-
of law, and 50 we need to accept volved until af- the report from the Division of ly shot Mic rown, Ta lin
that this decision wag thegrand ter the district Criminal - Investigation on armed black teentige::.i er
jury’s to make. ... (Qfficers have) attorney reac- Agg 8. Prosecutors have not Monday night, authorities :ind
got a tough job to do As they do I | hes a decision, gajd when they plan to decide nouncedthat theofficerwo
their jobs in the coming days, they Maria said Jonathan whether to charge the officer. not be charged.
need to work with the community, Hamilton Safran,alawyer Thedecisionwillbemadeas Demonstrators here have

not against the community. . . .

We do have work to do here, and
we shouldn’t try to paper it over.”
. — President

r',\j’(/t-",'lf

who represents

members of the Hamilton fam-
ily.

The investigation into Ham-
Obama Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

recipient

" "drug tests out

Court agrees
Florida program
unconstitutional

Miami Harald

Tallahassee, . — A
federal appeals court on
Wednesday upheld a lower
federal court ing that
Florida Gov. Rick Scott’s
crusade to conduct drug
tests on welfare ipients
as a condition of their bene-

The unanim ruling
came from a bi isan pan-
el of judges and broadly
concluded that ple can-

not be forced to surrender
their constitutional rights
as a condition of receiving a
government benefit. The de-
cision came just two weeks
after the lith U.S Circuit
Court of Ap judges
heard arguments| in the
case,

In an exhaustive, 34-page
ruling, Judge Stanley Mar-
cus concluded that “citi-

zens do not abandon all
hope of privacy by applying
for governmentA assis-
tance.” He said that “the

m‘@iﬂnn an testing of
.LaN 7R
L)

urine intrudes upon expec-
tations of privacy that soci-
ety has long recognized as
reasonable” and that “by
virtue of poverty, TANF ap-
plicants ae not stripped of
their legitimate expecta-
tions of privacy.”

In 2011, Scott initiated a
program to require drug
testing as a condition for
welfare applicants to re
ceive Temporary Assis-
tance for Needy Families
benefits. The ACLU sued
the state on behalf of Luis
Lebron, a Navy veteran and
single father.

A circuit judge ruled in
2013 that the program was
an unconstitutional viola-
tion of the Fourth Amend-
ment protections against
unreasonable searches and
seizures, and halted testing.
Scott appealed to the federal
appeals court, and a hear-
ing was held Nov, 20.

Wisconsin Gov. Scott
Walker proposed a law re-
quiring drug testing for pu-
blic aid recipients during
his recent successful re-
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compared the events in Fergu-
S00n as YepOrts are recelved son with the death of her son

perts, District Attorney John Dontre Hamilton, who was

Chisholm said when asked Killed April 30 by then-Mil-
about the subject during a Waukee police officer Chris-

Nov. 12 nfi about topher Manney, Police Chief
au? ) n;?:-,if;mﬂmnmhﬂmm Edward Flynn fired Manney,
investigation. who shot Hamilton 14 times.
“As I've indicated before, it Manney has since appealed
would be irresponsible of me hil.E termination to the city's
to come to a decision without Fireand Police Commission.
having those two reports, one __Likemany supportersof the
from the federal authorities Missouri teen, Hamilton’s
and one from an independent family membersand theirsup-
expert,” Chisholm said. porters have called for crimi-

But, Chisholm added, heun- Nalchargesagainsttheofficer.

derstands the community’s Hamilton's family contin-

strong desire to have the deci- Uesto wait for a decision from
sion made quickly and said he Milwaukee County District

should be able to do that once Attorney John Chisholm.
he receives the outside re-
ports.

At Red Arrow Park on Mon-
day, Maria Hamilton was
joined by about two dozen sup-
porters as they put up small
signs on the city Christmas
tree at Red Arrow Park. The
signs include messages such
as “Justice for Dontre Hamil-
ton" and “What if he was your
brother?”

The Christmas tree, an ever-
green, isa reminder of life con-
tinuing even in the dead of
winter, said the Rev, Steve Jer-
bi of All Peoples Lutheran
Church.

“The way that Dontre lives
on in our hearts and in our
struggle, we become ever
green signs continuing the
work for justice,” Jerbi said.
“No matter the weather. No
matter grand jury decisions.
No matter how long it takes.
We will not wither. We will not
fade, We will not die. This

y others share our pain, we

annel yvour frustration in ways that will make a

positive change. We need to work

allowed this to happen.

together tofix the system that

Ferguson, Mo. — Michael Brown's family issued this state-
ment after a prosecutor announced that a grand jury has decid-

ed not to indict Ferguson Police Officer Darren Wilson:
“We are profoundly disappointed that the killer of our child

will not face the consequence of his actions.

“While we understand that man

ask that vou ch

Family calls for peaceful protests

Associated Press

/5, Zol

“Join with us in our campaign to ensure that every police
officer working the streets in this country wears a body cam-

i

ing violence with violence is not the appro-

“We respectfully ask that you please keep vour protests

peaceful. Answer

priate reaction.

ol

Let's not just make noise, let's make a difference.”




@ ~_jﬂbept that this decision wﬂup of protesters that h'!f L,
the grand jury’s to make®™ gathered south of the pol
Obama said. He said it was station. Ve e T I
understandable that some ' St. Louis County poligé '

% Americans would be “deep jd smoke and tear gas
\#8Ndisappointed — even an- Ugediodisperse crowds.
gered,” but echoed Brown's Hours before the decision
parents in calling for any pro- was made public, Nixon
tests to be peaceful. urged people to remain
The Justice Dﬂparnn_ent is peaceful as he appeared at a
conducting a separate inves- news conference with the
tigation into possible civil state's public safety director
rights violations that could and the leaders of St. Louis
result in federal charges. The city and county.,
department also has' “Our shared hope and ex-
unched a hrns_lﬂlpmbe into tion is that regardless of
Fergusonfelice De ~decisio le on all
) ient, looking 10 patterns show tolerance, mutugl
scrimination. pect and restraint,” Nixoh
The Aug. 9 shooting in- said.
flamed tensions in the pre-
inantly black St. Louis, Prosecutor questioned
bthat is patrolled byasi  Some black leaders and
overwhelmingly white polic® Brown's parents questioned

ay by supporters. i force. As Brnthw;u’s hn-cly[l}ay ;'Iﬂﬂ_ullu-ﬂTl;l’s ability t:: be 1tr_n
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: 2 - pywhere police in ri d of onlookers gathe d cousin all worked for
aviissouri, elsewhere Were standing. Thoy suspet Ribting and looting occ  Louis Police Depanme:r]r;
““Ferguson, Mo. — A grand jw¥ down the barricade and be- the following night, and po- and his father was Killed
has decided not to indict Darren gan pelting police with ob- lice responded with armored while responding to a call in-
Wilson in the death of Michael "m- including a bullkiorn, Vehicles and tear gas. volving a black suspect in
Brown, the unarmed, black 18-year- XQOffjcers stood their ground. ©~ Protests continued for 1964. McCulloch was 12 at the
old whose fatal shooting by a white At Jeast nine votes would;Weeks —often peacefully, but \time, and the killing became
officer sparked weeks of sometimes- have been required to indict Sometimes turning violent, a hallmark of his initial cam-
ial ten between many Afri- in secret, a standard practice ing rocks and Molotov cock-  Nixon declined to seek the
Km and police. - for such proceedings. tails and police firing smoke removal of McCulloch in the

Within minutes of the announce-,  Speaking for nearly 45 min- canisters, tear gas and rub- Brown case, but he also
ment by St. Louis County’s top pros- ; utes, a defensive McCulloch ber bullets. Missouri Gov. called for McCulloch to vigor-
ecutor, crowds began pouring into’ repeatedly cited what he said Ja¥ Nixon briefly summoned ously prosecute Wilson, who

Ferguson streets to protest the deci- were inconsistencies and er- the National Guard. - had been on the Ferguson
sion. Some taunted police, shattered poneous accounts from wit- - force fﬂl_‘ less than three
windows and vandalized cars. Sev- nesges. When asked by a re- Crowd reaction years. Prior to that job, Wil-
eral gunshots were also heard. Offi- porter whether any of the ac- I @ parking lot near the son was an officer for nearly

cers released smoke, pepper Spray counts amount to perjury, he apartment complex where two years in another St

and tear gas to disperse the gather- g virk - Emvﬂ uﬁdérggnut IE:-I:: nth;zxﬂum suburb. | g
ings. hat's what they saw, People ga to listen 1@y '
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loch said thejury of nine whitesand The prosecutor also was Car stereos, then scattered
blacks met on 25 separate days critical of the media, saying ,immediately after the an. ¢ _TO THE DECISION
heard than 701 : E‘_I ‘l “the most significant chal. nouncement. Some drove off. The grief and frustration of the

_ g tu L o American people is justified and
from about 60 witnesses, fif' lenge” for his office was a “24- 'Qthers shouted that they :
cluding three medical examiners'hour news cycle and an % g0 to the Police Dey gﬂﬂ;ﬁ??ﬁﬁ;ﬁhﬂf&hﬁf i
and other experts on blood, toxicol- tiable appetite for somethin ent. w oolarizad relationchip betweeh; e
ogy and firearms. — for anything — to talk  Just minutes after the an-y . 4 o young black men
MecCulloch stressed that the about.” nﬂu.l‘l'DEmEnL St. Louis Coun- The unMecessary loss of Michael [
grand jurors were “the only people Brown's family released a ty police used a bullhorn to Brown's veuns iife should uree all
who heard every witness ... and statement saying they were order a crowd outside the Arnencags IDE'E-EI:IITIFTI-E ¥ rr:;:nn-
every piece of evidence.” He said, “profoundly disappointed” Ferguson Police Department cillation during this dark time. As
many witnesses presented conflict-: in the decision but asked that to disperse, saying it had be- o FeliaE oot tha aesnd jur].r's-
ing statements thatul- the public “channel your come an unlawful assembly. .. = " o e
timately were incon- frustration in ways that will Protesters continued to hug :

sistent with the phys- make a positive change.” the barricade and taunt po- ﬂ::ﬁ;ﬁ?ﬁ“ﬁgg:ﬂﬂw

ical evidence. Thousands of people ral- lice, sometimes with exple- . oo o osabe in m thoughts and
“These grand ju- lied in other U.S. cities, in- tives. Some chanted “mur- W y -

rors poured their cluding Los Angeles and New derer.” prayers.” -y, Rep. Gwen Moore

hearts and soul into York, to protest the decision, “You need tostop throwing  (D-Wis)

this process.” he said. leading marches, waving objects at the police and dis-

As McCulloch was signs and shouting chants of perse immediately,” an offi- = | have respect for the rule of law,
Brown reading his state “Hands Up! Don’t Shoot.” ecer told the crowd over a ¢l rights and the right to peace-

ment, a crowd gath- President Barack Obama loudspeaker. fully assemble. In Milwaukee, |

ered around a car from which it was appealed for calm and under-  Minutes later, four gun- aPpreciate the peaceful and re-
being broadcast on a stereo, When standing, pleading with resi- ,shots were heard down the SPectful manner in which individu-
the decision was heard, Michael dents and police to show re- *street. als have expressed their frustra-
Brown's mother, Lesley McSpad- straint. _About 9:15 p.m., police de- o0 The Milwaukee Police Depart-
den, who was sitting atop the vehi- . “We are a nation built on: [ployed smoke on an unruly Ment s prepared for every possible
cle, burst into tears and beganithe rule of law, so we need to development. | am hopeful any
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Subject: |[CubaNews] LA TIMES interviews Angela Davis “A Radical Life”
From: 'Walter Lippmann (walterlx@earthlink.net)

To: CubaNews@yahoogroups.com;
Date: Wednesday, May 7, 2014 10:21 AM

(This is the big feature in today's op-ed section of the print edition
of the paper.| There's nothing about Cuba in the excempts printed
here, but it's a temific inteniew and we know she's a strong and
committed supporter of Cuba from her activities supporting the
Cuban Five, so readers will want to read this inteniew today.)
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LOS ANGELES TIMES

PATT MORRISON ASKS

A radical life

ANGELA Y. DAVIS

FORTY-FIVE YEARS AFTER HER FIRST UCLA teaching gig attracted the wrath of Gov.
Ronald Reagan, Angela Y. Davis is back on campus this semester, as regents’ lecturer in the
gender studies department. Her Thursday address in Royce Hall, about feminism and prison
abolition, sums up some but not all of her work — a long academic career paralleled by radical
activism. President Nixon called her a “dangerous terrorist” when she was charged with murder
and conspiracy after a deadly 1970 courthouse shootout. She was acquitted, and since then, the
woman born in the Jim Crow minefield of Birmingham, Ala., has written, taught and lectured
around the world. Her iconic Afro has morphed from its 1970s silhouette; her intensity has not.

Congress is working on prison-sentence reform. Many states have banned
capital punishment. Isn’t this encouraging?

I've associated myself with the prison abolition movement; that does not mean I refuse to
endorse reforms. There is a very important campaign against solitary confinement, a reform
that is absolutely necessary. The difference resides in whether the reforms help to make life
more habitable for people in prison, or whether they further entrench the prison-industrial
complex itself. So it’s not an either-or situation.

What would a just prison system look like to you?

It's complicated. Most of us in the 21st century abolitionist movement look to W.E.B. Du Bois’
critique about the abolition of slavery — that it was not enough simply to throw away the chains.
The real goal was to re-create a democratic society that would allow for the incorporation of
former slaves. [Prison abolition] would be about building a new democracy: substantive rights to
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economic sustenance, to healthcare; more emphasis on education than incarceration; creating
new institutions that would tend to make prisons obsolete.

When you consider feminism today, do you think women have retreated, except
maybe when it comes to boardroom feminism?

One can talk about multiple feminisms; it is not a unitary phenomenon. There are those who
assume feminism is about moving up the hierarchy into positions of power, and that’s OK, but
that’s not what feminism does best. If the women at the bottom move up, the whole structure
moves up.

The kind of feminism I ide ntify with is a method for research but also for activism.

Stokely Carmichael sort of joked that the position for women in the civil rights
movement’s Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee was “prone.” Are
women full partners in politics today?

Perhaps not completely, but we have made a lot of progress. In the way we think about past
movements, I encourage people to look beyond heroic male figures. While Martin Luther King is
someone [ revere, I don’t like to allow his representation to erase the contributions of ordinary
people. The 1955 Montgomery bus boycott was successful because black women, domestic
workers, refused to ride the bus. Had they not, where would we be today?

What do you think of the nation’s first black president?

There are moments of enormous possibility, and the election was such a moment. People all
over the world felt as if we were moving toward a new world. However brief that sense of
euphoria was, we should not forget that. That allows us to understand what possibilities might
reside in the future. [But] many people tended to deposit so many aspirations in this single
individual that they failed — we failed — to do the work [to take] better advantage of that
moment, People went to the polls and said, “We’ve done our job,” and left it up to Obama.

Is democracy a good chassis on which to build a political system?

I believe profoundly in the possibilities of democracy, but democracy needs to be emancipated
from capitalism. As long as we inhabit a capitalist democracy, a future of racial equality, gender
equality, economic equality will elude us.

You ran for vice president on the Communist Party ticket in1980 and1984;: was
that about faith in the democratic process?

It was about suggesting that there are alternatives. No one believed it was possible to win, but
the '80s [saw] the rise of the globalization of capital, the prison-industrial complex, and it was
important to provide some alternative political analyses.

What’s your thinking on communism now?

I still have a relationship, [but] I’'m not a member. I left the party because I didn’t feel it was
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open to the kind of democratization that we needed. I still believe that capitalism is the most
dangerous kind of future we can imagine.

2016 will be the 50th anniversary of the Black Panther Party; you were a member
for a time.

The civil rights movement tended to be focused on integration, but there were those who said,
“We don’t want to assimilate into a sinking ship, so let’s change the ship altogether.” The
emergence of the Black Panther Party marked a moment of rupture, and we are still in that
moment,

The party had two different kinds of activism: grass-roots activism that helped to create
institutions that are still working — for example, the Agriculture Department now runs free
breakfast programs. On the other hand, the posture of self-defense and monitoring the police.

If one luo!cs at the party 10-point program, every single point is as relevant or more relevant
50 years later. The 10th point includes community control of technology. That was very
prescient. It’s about using technologies rather than allowing them to use us.

Some people must still see in you the young woman who endorsed violence against police,
violence in political movements.

It’s important to understand the differences between that era and this era. Our relationship
with guns was very different, largely revolving around self-defense. Today, when there’s
something like 300 million guns in the country, and we’ve experienced these horrendous
shootings, we can’t take the same position. I am totally in favor of gun control, of removing guns
not only from civilians but also from police.

Guns you owned were used in the1970 kidnapping and shootout at the Marin County Civic
Center. You were acquitted of all charges. I read you purchased the guns for self-defense.

Yes, and I talked about the fact that my father had guns when I was growing up; our families
needed to protect themselves from the Ku Klux Klan. We have laws against hate crimes [now]; I
am ambivalent about [them] because oftentimes they end up being used against people who
were initially the victims. Anti-lynching legislation is issued more against black kids and so-
called gangs. Oftentimes the tools against racism are being used in the service of a kind of
structural racism.

What became of the radical, personal, confrontational writing of the1960s and
708?

It's an interesting question. In many ways we were on our own. We were experimenting.
Those experiments are important because without moving into realms about which one knows
nothing, there will never be any change.

I expect people say to you, “If you don’t like it in America, why are you here?”

I have lived in other places but this is my home, and I feel committed to
abouthlank 35




S23204 Print

transforming this country. I have felt that way since I was a child. My mother was
an activist believing in the possibilities of transforming the world. I still have not
given that up.

This interview was edited and excerpted from a transcription. patt.morrison@latimes.com .
Twitter:@pattmlatimes
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