Live Mike

What Michael Sam
Has Taught Us

=10 1—|—'-!1.":'-BAT =S OVER HOMOSEXUALITY INVITE A
RETHINKING OF BLACK MASCULINITY AND CHALLENGE THE
USE OF RELIGION TO SANCTIFY SEXUAL BIGOTRY.

By MICHAEL ERIC DYSON

bristling parndox zrips Black ol Americun homosexual progress,
America: We are al onee on Conservibives up the anie EI-:'. recritane
the entting edoe of the sexyul CGiod to co-sion their beliefs. Black religious
orientation  revolution  and folk often use many of the same armuments
also among its most vocal apponents, agminst guvs that prejuaiced White Chris
President Ohama’s announcement of sup tians have used to reinforce Black oppres-
port for goy marriage blunted resistanee in sion, That approach can be summed up in a
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goziinst siomme-sex marrneee led o coalition tools, Including seripiural proclamations
of Black pastors to call tor his impeach ol may savagery. just as there were similar
ment. When NBA veteran Juson Collins protests of Bluck savagery: trumpeting the
enne aut of the closet to become |:-I-:'|r;e"-. abaniration of |!|-:|'|1'.|n1"-.l.!|:|.||.!_'l.'. Juest |[kr
sionl sports hirse ':l|:'l.'[.|_'- auv pliner, o not- thered been with Bluck skin before it and
; el Blaek sportswriter cliamed that Collins a litersd readinge of the Word than PEOVES i
was living in “open rebellion to God.” And areater enemy to the fuith than either ho-
wlhen All-American collere fnathal] [Hhaver ||'.|:--.4'_u|.|,|:l::|. or Blockness eould ever be
Michasl Sam |1'-:'L~||l|_'.' annoueed, T am an Reuding homosexuadity through the same
openlv, proud o man,” hisown father con distorted lens that White bioots viewed us
fessedd in the media to being “old-school” thronsh is to subotame our best spiritieal and
and “a mn-and-a-woman tvpe of v and muesil imstinets,
that he dicn’s wiant his “erandkids raised in Collins and Sam make one thing clear:
thunt koo of environment.” el Black men oo B oz, and gy Blauck
The wair between progressive and reac- orverrn o Do savedd . wot Ueom their sexuality,
tionury approaches to Bluek sexual poli which is not @ sin, but from our seli-righ-
tics is. in part, a baitle over the Black male teas condemnation. Sam, and a millon
benly. Disputes over Black nuscenlinity have mree like him, may prrove to be greater men
been at the heart of the republic since Black with cliwer ties to God than their nayvsavers
mule loins were examined lor their sup- could ever hope to be.
part af the slave ECONOMY. Roabyust immnoes B R e B S
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Hooded the calture and sparked psvehoses- prrnfissar and pofifical analyst for MSNBC

wal fear of Black manhood.

The ear of Black male sexuality was deep-
ened by the beliel that Black men are socil
deviants who thremten White mule e
ail |-1.|;.-||| White fermule villnerability

Bluck men have eagerly embiaced the
mivth of our sexual prowess; we relish being
erwiel our sexual swoee, The heterosexual
roncjioly on the my rhni Black male sexual

superiority, howdaer, takes a beating at the
hzinds of gy mery And o delensive end such

" as Michael Sam sacks the weeument that
n way men aren't real men. T is an irresista_
c ibile metaphor of complicated Black mas-
:. culinity that two athletes known for their
f punishing physical presence are pioneers
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KEEP the HOLD.

SKIP the
BREAKAGE!

v 2x Less Breakage
v N0 Flaking
v N0 Drying Ricohol

Rock the Look vou Love with
Less Breakage or Your honey Back! /




- ol
o i,
3 v kL ey .
b ¥ %
S e e g sy mees [ rETe— e —
i - - I

L

by A

L P
B
i

GECRGE COOPER, PH.D. IS A MAN ON A
MISSION. BUT SAFEGUARDING AMERICA'S 106
HISTORICALLY BLACK COLLEGES IS NOT
ANEASY JOE.By MICHAEL H. COTTMAN

ppointed by President Barack Obama as the
executive director of the White House Initia-
tive for Historieally Black Colleges and Uni-
versities (HBCUs) in 2013, George Cooper is
faced with a tremendous challenge: finding
creative ways, with limited federal funds and
scant support from Republicans on Capitol Hill, to uplifi Black
institutions of higher learning that are struggling to survive.
Many HBCUs grapple with lack of Funding from tuition costs
because of low enrollment, dwindling alumni financial gifts and
cuts in federal funding, so these schools have difficulty paving
basic bills and salaries for teachers. The New York Times recently
reported that Black colleges with 1,000 or fewer students are par-
[ln;_:u]:.'LrI_!.' ﬁirllgglillg. In fact, Fisk University in Nashville, Tenn.,
once a flagship institution in the HBCU hierarchy, has fallen
on hard times, with only 645 students currently enrolled. Some
Black educators believe that more HBCUs eould be on the brink
of extinetion if someone doesn’t throw out a much-needed lifeline,
When mecting with Black c{_rllnr:gq: presidents, Cooper ex pluin:.
that although his department does not disperse federal funds 1o
Black schools, it helps their ardlministrators find grants to apply
for funding wnd assists the colleges through a range of technical
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“What we want to do is provide additional resources to allow
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@’ The HBCU experience

these institutions te survive,” Cooper told EBONY in an exclusive
interview. “I wish there were a thicket of funds that we could open
up and meet all of the needs. [But] we are providing complemen-

' tary support to help thess institutions keep their doors open.”

" Cooper, who served four years as president of South Carolina

| State University, said “branding” HBCUs is a top priority in his.
- effort to help struggling schools increase enrollment. The White

House Initiative on Historically Black Colleges and Universities
recently announced its first class of HBCU All-Stars, recognizing
75 undergraduate; graduate and professional students for their
accomplishments in academics, leadership and civic engagement.
Cooper said these all-stars will serve as ambassadors of the White
Hounse initiative h_}r 1J-ru'-'iding ontreach and communication with
fellow students about the value of education at HBCUs.

“The president’s Fiscal Year 2015 budget includes continued
investments in HBCUs through 375 million for a College Sue-
eess Grants program for Minority-Serving Institutions and His-
torically Black Colleges and Universities that would support the
development of sustainable strategies for reducing costs and im-
proving outcomes for students,” an Obama administration official
told EBONY, adding that “under the Obama administeation, the
Department of Education has increased its overall funding for
HBCUs from $3 billion in 2007 to £ billion in 2012, including
increased Pell Grant funding to support 200,000 students.”

Although Cooper acknowledged the tremendous challenges he
faces, he insisted that he's prepared for the task ahead.

“I am really excited about being here,” said Cooper, who has
also served in administrative and faculty roles at Alabama A&M
University and Tuskegee University. “This is a great time to be
here and a great opportunity for me to use my skills as an advo-
cate for HBCUs.”

*1 am proud that | am a graduate of two HBCUs,” he added.
“My parents are HBCU eraduates, my daughters are graduates
ol Florida A&M and Bowie State University. So it's true that the
HBCU experience has really prepared me and my family to be
successful, and those are the things that are important,”

Michael H, Cottman, an author and aard-winning journalist, eovers
the White House for BlackAmerica Web.com, He Is also co-host of the na-
tarally syndicated radio shoe Keeping [t Reul With Rev. Al Sharpton.

has really prepared
me and my family to
be succeessiul.
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