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LN DEFeNSE OF BILL CosRY
BILL AND CHARLIE SHEEN
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AT Wo easE STUDIES

UPDATE .

The Charlie Sheen case oulY does 1o
Frove What this blegger,a ¢ erfified fimlegal,
Som DaYone Correctl Proyected i< That DI

Coshy Must be , as a Matter of Law, found
"NOT CUILTY” eN all Counts,

JusT THE FACTS...
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Rill cosby, 1%, Filed @ deomation Nausuit
against Seven Wonen utho accused him of
Soxual Miscondoct. According to Wrs lawver,
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\J] DATE:
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In her award-winning
new essay collection,
The Empathy Exams,
Leslie Jamison
examines the art and
science of feeling
other people’s pain

By STEFPH OPITZ

SRS e AR s e & e g ST S P

MARIE CLAIRE: Your first
essay is about being a
medical actor, imitating
symptoms for med students
to diagnose. What did that
teach you?

LESLIE JAMISON: [ try to
give people the benefit of

the doubt more. When we
see medical students, we
think of doctors—authority
figures. But they were people
trving their best—and some
were 50 nervous. [ would see
some fratty student be
insensitive, and I could tell it
was alot about nerves—he
didn't have the presence of
mind to be attuned to me
because he was so focused
on his own performance.

MC: What kinds of diseases
did you act out?

2 LJ: There was one case [

really wanted, but vou had
to be a middle-aged man to
play it. The character was

BOOKS

WHAT T0 READ NO

i e L TR I TR

convinced he had an
intestinal parasite, but it
wias clear that wasn't tre.

I always had to do pregnancy
cases, and [ hated it. You

had to wear these pillows ...

MC: Have you ever used
your skills to go home sick
from work?

LJ: I'm a terrible liar, and
that hasn't changed. But[ do
have a lot of friends who are
pregnant, and I'll finish their
sentences. They'll say, “1 had
a headache and | was tired
and worried . . " I'll be like:
“That it was preeclampsia?”

MC: What's your warking
definition of empathy?

LJ: My core definition is
imagining your way into
the experience of another
person. But part of what
writing this book taught me
isthat [ could probably go
on endlessly qualifying that.

T S ey i Tl S AT §
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ALL THE BIRDS, OFF COURSE LOVE & TREASURE ASTONISH ME
CSINGING By Michelle Huneven By Ayalat Waldman By Maggie Shipstead

By Evia Wyld {Farrar, Straus and (Knopf) (Knopf)
!Fan:hua:} Giroux) PLOT NOTES: Diverced, PLOT NOTES: A iove aifair

PLOF NOTES: On an isiand
off the coast of Britain,
3 lgnaly sheephercer g
osing members of har
fleck nightly. What lurks
in the dark™ 58IT KIT-
Wyld's nowal 5 already a
massive critical success
in har nativea England

160

PLOT NOTES: Cress Hartley
flees adulr life for a cabin
in the Sierras and ands
up atthe centar of a
small-town scangal,
HORAL COMPASS: Bring this
to ook club and 1est
wour friends” theesnolds
for reckiess decisions,

MARIECLATRE.COM Aprl 2004

unemployved, and listlass.

Matalig Stein goes Gn
& wild-goose chase to
find the reghitful heair of 8
WWI relic. PAGING
HOLLYWOmh: This scraams
big-screan adaptations
Matalie Poriman as
Matalie Stein. perhaps?

bBarwesn hailet dancers
Joan and Arslan goes
south. Years later. Joans
son orings Arslan Back
mite ks mathers life—
ok in 8 good wary,
ON POINT: Fans of Black
Swan and Canler Sags.
fake nota! —50
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THE Map ! man. MAan HATTER 10
USa!

The New Jef‘&ﬁ'f (R Govertor ., Gop
Presidedial Canvdidake. s mad! Mad! atthe

C urtent President Ratack H. 6 bawao,and

NEEZNHJ VesSing  and R $ing lnoH)'/ Cast i-
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ectéd Los Aae\es Sehnd Childre g Crom
the beogey MaN. .. Threat!
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DuciNg the Gop Presidential Debate Gov
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A FRIEND,

“It is a person with whom you dare to be
yourself. Your soul can go naked with
him. He seems to ask of you to put on
nothing, only what you are. When you
are with him, you feel as a prisoner feels,
who has been declared innocent. You do
not have to be on your guard. You can
say what you think, express what you
feel. He is shocked at nothing so long as
it is genuinely you. He understands those
contradictions in your nature that leads
others to misjudge you. You can abuse
him, neglect him, and berate him. Best of
all, you can keep still with him. It makes
no matter. He likes you...You can weep
with him, laugh with him, sin with him,
and pray with him. Through and
underneath it all he sees, knows and

loves you.” UN Ao

BY:LEsn 7RBY DRED: Décrmger |&,2005
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PRsoN [EGAL NEWS To SHARE
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THE THIRD COAST

BY SALIM MUWAKKIL

Our Neo-Confederacy

IT IS AM IRONY THAT THE SYMBOL OF THE OLD CON-~-
federacy has become the most prominent victim of the June
17 massacre in Charleston, 5.C., in which three men and six
women were slaughtered at church,

After photos surfaced of the shooter posing with the flag,
a bipartisan chorus of politicians, including at least a dozen
Southern Republicans, denounced the flag’s display on state
grounds and license plates.

Though the Stars and Bars served as the battle flag for the
Confederate Army, it only became a totem of the South in
opposition to the integrationist push of the 1950s and 10605,
when it was adopted by the Dixiecrats—Southern Demo-
crats repelled by their party’s embrace of civil rights.

Those disgruntled white
Democrats were aggressively
recruited by the GOP through
Nixon's Southern Strategy, which
was exceedingly successful in
transforming the Dixiecrat
South into Republican central.
Alienated Republican Michael
Lofgen, a former staff member
of the House and Senate Budget
Committee, told MSNBC’s Chris
Hayes in 2013 that the GOP has
become, in the past few decades,
“an insurrectionist, neo-Confed-
erate party.” Or, as Paul Krugman

made Reaganism possible.”

Some see the Tea Party as the latest manifestation of the
GOP’s neo-Confederate march. Law professor lan Haney-
Lopez, author of Dog Whistle Politics: How Coded Racial
Appeals Have Reinvented Racism and Wrecked the Middle
Class, argues that the Tea Party’s appeal has much to do
with its coded racist messaging. The modern Republican
Party—with its voter suppression schemes, states’ rights
fetish, and steep cuts to government jobs and services that
most benefit black communities—has absorbed the Con-
federate message. Its platform is in line with the principles
espoused by neo-Confederate white separatist groups
like the Council of Conservative Citizens, which donated
$25,000 to GOP candidates in the last election cycle. -

There is little doubt that the ascension of the first black
president has contributed to this neo-Confederate boomlet.
Obama’s election exacerbated anxiety among America’s white

Jalaluddin Abdul Hamid shouts, ‘Take it down!' in

i pi respanse to a pro-Confederate-flag demonstration 2 : =
putitina June 22 column, "Race outside the South Carolina State House on June 27. those cnnclhatut‘}r attitudes dl:-;qm-

majority about the demographic changes that will, accord-
ing to the U.S. Census, render it a minority in the next three
decades. According to a 2014 Bloomberg poll, most Ameri-
cans believe black-white “race relations” have worsened
since Obama’s election. In its official statement responding
to the massacre at Charleston’s Emanuel African Methodist
Episcopal Church, the Southern Poverty Law Center (SPLC)
noted that racist hate groups are on the rise. The Charleston
shooting was “an obvious hate crime by someone who feels
threatened by our country’s changing demographics and the
increasing prominence of African Americans in public life;
said SPLC President Richard Cohen. The most prominent
example is the presence of a black man in the White House.—
Every week, it seems we're pre-
sented with new evidence (often
videotaped) of ongoing racial
turmoil in Obama's America,
incidents so egregious they've
sparked national protests and II
given birth to the Black Lives

Matter movement.
Perhaps the savagery of X ram-
page in a sacred sanctuary will
hasten some racist white Repub-
licans to reappraise their views.
The victims' families’ expres-
sions of Christian forgiveness
won many whites’ admiration; yet

eted many black activists, a growing
number of whom are increasingly militant—frustrated with
the seeming acceleration of police abuse and the concomi-
tant lack of racial progress on other fronts.

Indeed, it seems Republicans’ sympathy for African Amer-
icans goes only so far. The GOP's neo-Confederate agenda
is almost diametrically opposed to the interests of the black
electorate. A glance at the platforms of the cavalcade of
presidential candidates now lining up for the Republican
primaries reveals a solid consensus behind the neo-Confed-
erate agenda and little support for measures that strike at
the heart of structural racism, like expanding voting access,
creating more federal jobs and reforming criminal justice.

In light of the GOP's Southern dominance, the once-
revered Confederate battle flag has served its purpose. The
GOP elephant is the only totem now relevant. The flag is
dispensable; the agenda isnt. B

14 AUGUST 2015 iNn THESE TIMES
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I Obama From Manicesting That NEW SPIRIT
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anjon” 1!
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ley voads lead to S0-car |!iilml|:l i h&‘higﬂn

KENT COUNTY, Mich, — A major
bichigan highway is open again alier icy
roads consed mulliple erashes. slide-olls and
spin=onts Priday allernoon,

Al least 30 cars were involved in a pileap on
the southbound side of LS. Highway 131 in
western Michigan. A fircfighter on the scene
saidl there could be as many as 80 cars
involved.

Officials said a small dusting of snow turned
the roads imo a sheet of ice.

O Friday afternoon, conditions also led to
spin-0fls on northbound US-131, including a
anker that couldn't get past a slippery pateh.
Other vehicles couldn't avoid the tanker, and
erews shot down that side of the highway at
that point.

Emergency dispatch received almost 1,000
calls about weather related crashes on Friday,
Ofticer Russ Esther, wilh the Kent County
Sherill's OfTice, told NIRC,

There were no reports of major mpuries.
“I'he county hadn't even goiten much snow,”
Esther told NIBC. "The sidewalks aren't even
covercil. | can still see the grass.But the snow
came down hard, and the vehicles minning
aver the snow melted it and then froze it"
By 6 pom, the freeway was completely open

on Friday,

In conirast to LLS,, Canada opens arms to
resetile thousands of refugees
MONTREAL, Canada — As a U.S. backlash
against letting Muslim refugees into the
country is festering, its northern neighbor

is welcoming 1ens of thousands of Syrian
refugees within the next couple months,
Mewly elected Canadian Prime Minister
Justin Trudean will allow 25,000 refugees to
reseltle in the nation by February, with up 1o
another 23,000 by the end of 2016, The plan
gives priority to women, children, families
and persecuted groups such as leshians and
BaYS.

Canada’s policy comes in sharp contrast o
the United States, where Republican
frantrunner Donald Tromp called for a ban
on letting Muslims into the country and 30
governors have vowed to bar Syrian refugees
from resettling in their states over fears that
Islamic extremists may be hiding among
then. Millions of Syrians have fled their
country’s nearly S-year-old civil war that
helped spawn the Islamic State, also known
ISIL or ISIS.

"The L5, is concerned aboul extrémists ...
Therelore {it) processes in a much more
carciul manner,” said Kyle Matthews, a
fellow with the Canadian Global Affairs
Institute who has worked with the United
Mation's High Commissioner for

Refugees. "In Canada's case, this is a political
promise in an election.”

Trudeau, who won a majority government in
October, campaigned on a promise (o resettle
thousands of refugees. The pledge gamed
traction alter photos showed a 3-year-old
Syrian boy's body washed up on the shores of
a Turkey beach. His family had been trymng
to gain asylum in Canada,
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While he's mosily stayed away from
commenting on the LLS. presidential race, the
Canadian leader did 1ake a thinly veiled
swipe al Tromp's proposals in o town hall
meeting last week,

“I dlon't think it comes as a surprise 1o anyone
that 1 stand lirmly against the politics of
division, the politics of fear, the politics of
intolerance or hateful rhetorie," he said,
"{Muslims) are the greatest victims of
terrorist acts around the world. Painting [S15
and others with a hroad brush that exiends to
all Muslims is not just ignormnt, it's
irresponsible.”

Still, the nation's policy has not been met
with universal acceptance by Canadians, who
appear split on allowing refugees into their
country. A Dec. 10 poll showed 48%
supperted reseitling refugees while 44%
opposed.

Regardless, hundreds of Canadian cilizens
and organizations, including numerous
churches, have commiited (o sponsoring
refugees, which involves providing housing,
clothing and other expenses for a family lor
at least a year.

Such efforts aren't uncommon here, The
Mansen Refugee Award — a prize typically
given to NGOs and individuals

for omstanding work on behalf of the forcibly
displaced — was awarded o the people of
Canada in 1986, said Efrat Arbel, an assistant
professor of law at the University of British
Columbia.

“The Canadian people do have a long history
of welcoming refugees into their homes and
into their hearts,” she said. *I's not just a
government policy coming from above but
individuals assembling on the ground,
making these efforts.”™

The openness stems from immigration never
being a major election issue in Canada until
recently, according to Chedly Belkhodja,
principal of the School of Community and
Public Aftairs at Concordia University,

“I's been on the radar this time becanse of
the Syrian crisis and Islamie radicalization,”
he said. “In Canada, most of the time, we
den’t talk abom immigration over coflee.”
The nation has also seen cooperation between
the federal, provincial and municipal levels
on the integration of refugees into their new
homes.

*I's a shared jurisdiction,” Belkhodja said.
“*The federal government has important
powers for security and checking health but
atier this, for economic and cultural
integration when these people arrive, you
have setllement stractures in place {for
housing, education and language that are
provincial.)”

While Trudean's velationship with the
American government has so far been
amicable, his approach o refugees could
result in at least a litile tension between the
two nations, Matthews said.

“This has come up in the past,” he said, eiting
the case of Ahmed Ressam, who plotied to
bomb LAX airport on Mew Year's Eve 2000
and was arrested ¢ LL5.-Canadian border.
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“Past governments have said that Canadi's
immigration policy has been (oo liberal,” he
sidd. "There's a fundamental chasm neross (he
enlire western world between lefl and gl
on immigration, refugees and particularly
Muslims.”

ops give drivers $100 bills instead of
tickets
MONROE COUNTY, Ga.— Most of the
time when vou get pulled over by a law
enforcement olficer i's hecause you're
speeding, But Thursday, Monroe Counly
deputies pulled folks over for a different
reason,
Monroe County SherilT John Bittick says an
anonymous person donated a little more (han
£5.000 1o the sheriff's office. Rittick says that
person asked iF deputies could pull over
people with some minor violations, and give
them money instead of tickets. The goal 15 o
help people out just before the holidays.
Deputy Timothy Campfield says it's not
every day you get to hand out cash instead of
citations,
One motorist, Angel Scolt, lives in Monroe
County and couldn't believe she was getling
pulled over,
“I pulled you over because (of) your heails
lights' or little minor violation(s) and
typically, what happens with that is you
would most likely get a tickel. Today we're
oul giving something different than tickels.
We'd like to give you a donation toward vour
family to help you with whatever you nceid 1o
do," said Camphield.
"Can | hug you?," Scotl asked.
Scott wasn't the only driver Camplield turmed &\
his blue lights on for.
"You were telling me that work has been a 3
little slow,” Campfield said. "Instead of 2
handing you a citation or writing you a ncket
that's gonna cost you money, I'd like to give
you this donation. Take it with you for your
family."
William White has two children and a wile
he says he hasn't even hought Christmas
presenis for.
"Are you sure? | can't accept that. You aren't
going to put your handeulTs on me are you,"
Whiie said.
Campfield also stopped Renee Smith. Smith
says the money will help pay for gifis for
others.
"It's gonna help Christmas," she said. "We've
only bought one gift for my grandson, and
that's it. We haven't done anything else so
far."
Bittick says he hopes the tradition will
continue next year.
LOCATION OF THE OLDEST
ESTABLISHED EUROPEAN MULTI-
YEAR SETTLEMENT IN THE U.S. IS
INDEED IN HEART OF PENSACOLA.
The search is over. The longstanding mystery
is solved. The location of the oldest
estahlished European multi-year settlement i
the United States is indeed in the heart of
Pensacola.
Discoveries by local historian Tom Gamer in
October and research afierward by University




ol West Florida archaeologists conlirmed
where Don Tristan de Luna established his
Spansh colony in August 1559 - six years
befvre the 56 Aogustine selllement and
nearly 48 years before the English settled in
Jamcstown, Va,

The hizsterical sile s in an urban downlown
neighborhood within view of the two
shipwreeks linked (o (he Luna expedition in
Pensacela Bay, UWFE declined to reveal the
exact lecation Lo protect the neighborhood
and integrily of the sile.

“Ihis is one ol those almost once-in-a-
liletime type things,"” said John Worth,
associold prolessor of historical archacology
in the UWE Department of Anthropology and
a 16 Century Spanish historian. 1 ligured if
the Luna colony would be found it would
probably be lfound accidentally. I did not
expuct il would occur during my lenure here
necessarily. 1 just lgured eventually we
might Tind it, somebody would. | guess this is
the culmination. | didn't even hope 1o find it
as much as just wish.”

Ciarner initially discovered a half rim of a
mid-16th century olive jar that surfaced alier
a house was bulldozed on a privately owned
residential lot. He reported his discovery Lo
UWIEF Archacology lab direcior Jan Lloyd,
and alter multiple visits and surlface
collections, he brought the arlifacts (o the
UWFE Tab Oct. 30 to be examined by the
nationally renowned Worth and other UWI
archacologists.

Woilh conlinmed what Gamer suspecled
when he identified about 40 sherds as those
from the Spanish colonial olive jar, The
property vwners then granted the university a
live-day window, Nov, 6-110, 0 excavale
aboul hall an acre of land before construction
of thew new home commenced. The
archacologists and students conducted 649
shovel lests and discovered sherds of
ceramics such as cookware, tableware aid
olive jars undisturbed beneath the ground
surlace, Small personal items they uncovered
included a copper lacing aglet, lead fishing
line weight, spike [ragments, a wrought iron
nail wed live Indian trade beads from Venice.
The artilacts lefl no doubt in their minds thal
Garner Tound where Lona and about 1,500
olher people scitled in 1559 in Pensacola,
“Bottoin line is we found Luna’s colony,”
Worth said. “IU"s not a little bit of evidence,
It's a lol. 1t's a substantial bull’s-eye n the
archacological landscape of Pensacola. There
had been nothing found in the way of mid-
Gt century ecramics, which is exactly what
you'd expect. IU's garbage. There were 1,500
people there Irying Lo eke out an exislence for
aboul o wo-year period.

“. . ve read every document that has ever
becn Tomnd, found a lew mysell, every single
textual deseription was in my mind when |
warlkudl vul on this spol, and it all fit
perfectly™1 had long thought it was a
probubility, but | had never been to the site,
g0 'Tom’s discovery brought me to the site
and | walked out and literally it was like

every single deseriplion i here was
describing thatl precise point The evidence is
now substantial, We now have something on
the order of a couple hundred sherds of this
particular type of olive jar. That's exactly
whal you'd expect lor a colonial site, not just
a lemporary camp.”

Worth said the only earler European
habitation sile positively idemtilicd by
archeologisls in the Svutheast oceurred in
Tallahassee. Hernando de Solo led a Spanish
exploratory expedition that camped there in
the winter of 153% (o early 1540, Juan Ponce
de Leon, near Fort Myers in 1521, and Lucas
Vazquez de Ayllon, near Brunswick, Ga., i
1526, attempted unsuccessiully to establish
sustaining Spanish setllements. Those
documented exploratory expeditions only
lasied a few weeks and are yvel Lo be
discovered.

The location of the Luna colony surlaces
nearly 10 years alter UWF discovered the
second shipwreck, Emanuel Poml L1, in 20040,
The Florida Bureau of Archacological
Research discovered the first, Emanuel Point
L in 1992, UWF is currently excavaling the
second ship, and the artifacts al the terrestrial
sile are eonsistent will materials Tound in the
shipwrecks in Pensacola DBay.

“We're gelling pollery that malches
chemically with what's on the shipwreck,”
Garner said.

Worth said the Viceroy of New Spain senl
the Iect from modem-day Mexico lo
establish the Atlantic coast of Florida, then
push inland o Coosa and lnally o Sanla
Elena on the South Carolina coast. The
colony lasted Trom 1559-61 and included 550
Spanish soldiers, aboul 200 Aztecs and an
unknown number of Alrican slaves.

A hurricane stouck the colony jusl five weeks
after the 1,500 or so people settled in
Pensacola and wiped oul the six ships
carrying their supplics.

“*They were stranded. 11 ook them months o
get supplies, The [rst reliel of expedition
didn’t show vp vntil December, so Luna all
ol the sudden had too many mouths o leed,”
Worth said. “There were not enough Mative
Americans in the area o even remolely
provide Tood, and by that time, when they
didin’t wanl lo be seen they didn't get seen.”™
Historical signilicance of the discovered
shipwrecks is extraordinary. Worth said they
provide tremendous insight into the nature off
machinery that settlers traveled Lo the new
world in, and the antifacts on those ships
reveal what they brought [rom Spain,
Knowledge of where they lived, though,
presents archacologisls an incredible
apporlunily Lo discover who occupicd the
landd and how they survived, Worlh said
rescarch indicates the settlers moved inland
into Alabama for about six months in search
of Toud, bul they returncs aller Native
Americans ran ofT with their Tood.
“Nobody's ever found that site (in Alabama),
although now thal we know what we're
looking for, 1 think il should tarm up,” he
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sail.

Waorth considers the Luna colony (Santna
Maria de Qchuse) o be the [ourth and Aonal
signilicant Spanish settlement in Pensacola
alomg with the Maval Air Station in 1698
(Presidio Santa Maria de Galve), FFort
Pickens area in 1722 (Presidio Isla de Santa
Rosa) and downtown Pensacola in 1754
(Presidio San Miguel de Panzacola).

The exact size of the Luna colony is
unknown, Waorth predicts the site will be
multiple cily blocks.

Elizabeth Benehley, direetor of the UWI
division of Anthropology and Archacology
and of the Archacology Institule, said aceess
to the site is dependent on the neighborhood
residents.

UWFE oflicials met with aboul 100 of the
residents Wednesday night to reveal the
historic signilicance of what they discovered
and a desire Lo explore the neighborhood
without disrupling their lives. The crowd
responded enthusiastically 1o the news, and
all six of the neighbors that spoke Lo the
Mews Joumal said they will permit UWF
archaevlogists to examine their property.

I neighbors grant his crew the access he
covels, Worlh said a signilicant portion of o
| (-week archacological ficld school this
sunmer will be spent testing and excavating
al e site. Worll and a small crew of
students and stall will periodically check on
the site and conduct small-scale projects in
the spring semester, o, The collecied
arlifacts will be curated in the archacological
lab.

“All we have is the things that people made
andd lelt in the ground or disturbed in the
grovnd, and from that is how we reconstruct
these past cullures,”™ Worth said, “To me, one
of the best things we could find are intact
walls that bound interior and exterior and
other tings like that, that’ll give us clues to
literally daily lile inside one ol these colony
houses,™

Worth is already clearing his next few
sunnmers Lo explore the oldest establishe:d
European multi-year seltlement, He sand,
“Wow™ aboul a hall dozen times when he
first Baid cyes on the arlilacts collected by
Garner on Oct. 30, The historical signilicance
ol the discovery still blows his mind two-
andd-a-hall weeks later.

“Every time [ think aboul il deep, | get really
excited,” Worth said. *1's hard 1o believe
this opportunity, this window, this sile is
finally here, Now not only do we have i, but
we gel lo explore i1”

China complaing about B-52 flight
WASHINGTON — China has complained o
the United States about a B-32 bomber Nying
over its airspace last week in the area ol a
conlested island in the South China Sca, the
Pentagon said Friday,

"Ihe Uniled States routinely conducts 13-52
eaining missions throughout the region,
including over tie” sea,” said Cmdr, Bill
Urban, a Pentagaon spokesman. “These
missions are designed o maintain readiness
and demonsteate our commitment e My, sal,



LIS, venues, cities on high-alert after
attacks

Homeland Security officials talked with
local officials Saturday to reiterate they had
received no credible threats to ULS. soil, and
urge cities remain vigilant afier the attacks in
Paris.

In places like New York and New Jersey,
ports remained on “high alert™ but were
operating normally.

“We are monitoring the situation,” New
Jersey State Police Sgt. Jeffrey Flynn told
the Asbury Park Press. At this point, there
is no credible threat to New Jersey, We're
jJust reminding our troopers on patrol 1o
operate with heightened vigilance. We're
operating business as usual.™

The Port Authority in the New York City
metro was on heightened alert at the
agency's bridges, tunnels, rail, World Trade
Center and other facilities in the wake of the
attacks, which left at least 129 dead in
multiple sites in Pars late Friday.,

In the USA's heartland, in cities like
Indianapolis, local homeland securnity offices
coordinated with national representatives on
heightened alerts.

“At this time, we have no direct threats to
Indiana or the City of Indianapolis,”
Indianapolis Division of Homeland Security
Chief Gary Coons told the Indianapaolis Star
in & statement.

The statewide agency there urged residents
“to be vigilant in the wake of these
horrendous atiacks™ and to call in suspicious
behavior or situations to authorities.

Oither states opened their state or regional
law enforcement centers to coordinate
security.

In Cincinnati, local officials scrambled
Saturday moming to prepare for the Monday
Might Football game between the Houston
Texans and hometown Bengals.

Cincinnati Mayor John Cranley told the
Cincinnati Enguirer that attacks on sporting
events abroad, “is an attack on all of us.”
“We're coordinating with local authorities,”
Cranley said. “We don®t want these terrorists
to ruin our ability to come together for
Monday Night Football or anything else.”
Tourist destinations like “historical sites,
religious institutions, social establishments
and other locations that we could potentially
be a target™ are getting special police
attention in Philadelphia, according to a
police statement. That department also
stressed it had not received any credible

specific threat. .
Governors have little power to bloc

refugees

WASHINGTON — State governments often
play a small role in helping to resettle
refugees. But despite protests from more
than a dozen Republican governors who
want 10 close their states o Synan relugees,
those governors probably have little power
to stop them from coming, legal scholars
say.

"The one thing | feel very comfortable
sayving is there is absolutely no constitutional

power for a state to exclude anyone from its
territories,” said Stephen Legomsky, a
Washington University of St. Louis law
professor and former chiel counsel of LS.
Citizenship and Immigration Services in the
Obama administration.

A growing number of Republican governors
have protested the resettlement of Syrian
refugees since the terrorist aitacks in Paris
last Friday. At least one of the Paris
attackers was carmying a Syrian passport —
but French officials said Saturday that the
passport was a fake.

still, the Paris attacks have reopened the
debate over the Obama administration's
decision in September to accept 10,000
Syrian refugees over the next year.

The Republican governors have taken a
range of approaches to the issue, but none
has explained how they would legally keep
Syrian refugees out. Whether states have 1o
actively cooperate those those resettlements
is another question, and that's where many of
the governors are trying to exert leverage.
Louisiana Gov. Bobby Jindal, a Republican
presidential candidate, signed an executive
order Monday directing state agencies to
“utilize all lawful means to prevent the
resettlement of Syrian refugees.” Syrian
refugees already in the state will be
"monitored" by the Louisiana State Police,
the order said. A spokesman declined to
elaborate on what those lawful means are.
But most governors have simply asked the
president to rethink his Syrian refugee
policy. "l urge you, as president, 1o halt your
plans to allow Syrians to be resettled
anywhere in the United States,” Texas Gov,
Greg Abbott wrole in a letter Monday.
"Meither vou nor any federal official can
guaraniee that Syrian refugees will not be
part of any terroristic activity. As such,
opening our door to them irresponsibly
exposes our fellow Americans to
unacceptable peril.”

President Obama didn't address the
governors directly Monday, But

after securing an agreement from
industrialized nations to do more to help
with refugee resettlement. he told reporters,
“the United States has to step up and do its
part."”

“And when 1 hear folks say that, well, maybe
we should just admit the Christians but not
the Muslims, when | hear political leaders
suggesting that there would be a religious
test for which person who's fleging from a
war-torn country is admitted, when some of
those folks themselves come from families
who benefited from protection when they
were fleeing political persecution, that's
shameful, That's not American, it's not who
we are,” Obama said. He urged American
political leaders “not o Fall into that trap, not
to feed that dark impulse inside of us.”
State Department spokesman Mark Toner
said Monday that he couldn't address
whether the states have the legal authornty o
block the resettlements. "It's a valid
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question, | just don't want 1o give you an off-
the-culf answer," he said.

But he also said he doesn't expect a
constitutional showdown. "Let's not get
ahead of ourselves here. We have seen some
of these letters, some of these public
remarks. We're going to engage with these
sovernments, these locahities, and we're
going to address their concemns,” he said,
"We're confident that we have a process in
place to allow the safe reseitlement of Syrian
refugees,” Toner said. "We wouldn®, to be
perfectly honest, try to increase the number
of refugees if we couldn't be sure they could
be safely vetted.”

The Refugee Act of 1980 requires the State
Department to maintain "an cffective and
responsive liaison" with governors and
mayors, but doesn't give governors any
formal role in resettlement.

"Most of these resettlement decisions are
partnerships with churches and private
organizations that are offering to

resettle," said Anna Law, a political scientist
at Brooklyn College who's studied the
history of state efforts to limit

immigration. "I think this is political
posturing. The decision to admit refugees is
made at the federal level. Whether these
refugees are admitted to the United States,
that is not their call."

States do have a small amount of financial
leverage through their state resettlement
offices. Many of the governors have directed
their state offices not o participate in
helping to relocate Syrian refugees in their
states. [1's unclear what effect pulling that
support could have.

“Ciovernors can talk about pulling their
consent and funding, but most of the state
money is federal pass-through dollars,”

said Matthew Soerens, spokesman for World
Relief, a non-profit contractor with the State
Department to resetile refugees. “It's
unportant to remember that once refugees
are here, they are free to move anywhere
they want. It would be a scary proposition
for governor’s to start talking about closing
borders.” :
House votes to curb Syrian refugees,
snubbing veto threat

WASHINGTON (AP) — Responding
swiflly to the terror in Panis, the LLS, House
voled overwhelmingly Thursday to erect
high hurdles for Syrian and Iraqi refugees
coming to American shores, dividing the
president’s own party as lawmakers reflected
the anxiety of voiers back home.

The vote was 289-137, enough to override a
threatened White House veto of the
legislation, which was hwrmiedly drafted in
response 1o the carnage in the streets of
Pariz. Forty-seven Democrats voled for the
hill, despite President Barack Obama's biting
criticism of 118 proposed limits.

The bill would require new FBI background
checks and individual sign-ofTs from three
high-ranking LL5. officials before any
refugee could come to the UL.S, from Irag or



Syria, where the Islamic State group that has
claimed credit for the attacks has Hourished.
Republicans said it was simply prudent to
place new controls on the refugee system,
wilhout ending it entirely or requiring
religious tests as some in the GOP, including
presidential candidates, have demanded.
"This is an urgent matter and that is why
we're dealing with this urgently,” declared
new House Speaker Paul Ryan of
Wisconsin, "It just is common sense that we
pause, re-evaluate and make sure that we
have the proper standards in place to make
sure something like what happened in Paris
doesn't happen here.”

The strong vote in the House could improve
prospects for the ball in the Senate. John
Cornyn of Texas, the No. 2 Senate
Republican, said he would like to see the
chamber take up the House legislation as-is,
but that 1s uncertain.

Senate Democrats are trying to shift the
loeus 1o other issues regarding travelers from
overseas, and Minority Leader Harry Reid
predicted Thursday's bill would not be
approved.

"Don'l worry, it won't gel passed. QOK? So,
next question,™ he said.

Traveling in Asia this week, Obama mocked
Congress and Republicans for vielding o
"hysteria” and taking aim at "widows and
orphans.” The White House threatened a
presidential veto, contending the legislation
would bring to an end an already highly
regulated refugee program while doing
nothing to enhance national security, And
some Democrats complained that the
measure would mar America's image as a
welcoming haven for immigrants,

“"We might as well take down the Statue of
Liberty.” Rep. Jerry Nadler of New York
asseried in debate on the House Hoor.

Yel some Democrats chaled at the White
House position. Dozens joined Republicans
in supporting the legislation, some fretling
openly of being pul in the politically
untenable position of opposing what they
considered a reasonable anti-terror bill in the
witke of a horrendous tragedy.

Freshman Rep. Brad Ashiord, D-Neb., who
Faces a tough re-election fight next year,
called the Paris attacks "a game changer"
andd supported the bill, saying, "l cannot sit
back and ignore the concerns of my
constituents and the American public.”

The White House dispatehed Chiel of StalT
Denis McDonough and Homeland Security
Secretary Jeh Johnson to Capitol Hill to
meel with Democrats, bul several lawmakers
said their arguments were unconvincing.
Sean Pairick Maloney of New York gol ina
forcelul exchange with Johnson inside the
privale meeting, telling him Democrals
could lose seais over the vole, according (o
gides in attendance. Maloney ended up
voling with Republicans in support of the
legislation.

The administraiion, which has announgced
plans to accept about 10,000 Syrian refugees
i addition to the 2,500 who have settled

here since 201 1, savs it already takes around
18-24 months on average for them to make it
into this country, They must pass a battery of
screcning requirements including interviews
overseas, fingerprinting and biometric
investigations. Many are women and
children and only about 2 percent are single
men of combat age.

The Houwse bill would increase the FBI's role
by charging it with conducting a "thorough
background investigation” on each refugee.
The Homeland Security secretary would
subsequently have to certify, with the
concurrence of the FBI director and the
director of national intelligence, (hat the
refugee posed no security concerns. Under
the current system the Homeland Security
secretary has the Ninal say. though multiple
other agencies are involved.

On his way oul of the meeting with
Democrats Thursday, Johnson said the
House measure was "a bad bill because it
secks to micromanage the process in a way
that is counterproductive to national security,
1o our humanitarian obligations and w the
overall ability of us to focus on homeland
security."

Defenders of the bill, including some
Democrats, described the changes as lairly
modest, especially in light of rhetoric
coming from some Republican presidential
contenders such as Donald Trump
suggesting keeping out all refugees, Sull,
advocacy groups wamed refugees could be
left to languish while the new changes are
put into place, and the Catholic bishops and
others announced their opposition,
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Rodham Clinton said the ULS. should
welcome reflugees lrom the region and
bolster America's defenses and intelligence
operalions.

US, Cuba sign first environmental
accord since thaw

HAVANA {AP) — The United States and
Cuba signed an agreement Wednesday (o
join forces and protect the vast armay of Lish
and corals they share as countries separated
by just 90 miles ( 140 kilometers), the first
environmental accord since announcing
plans to renew diplomatic relations.

"We recognize we all share the same ocean
and face the same challenges of
understanding, managing, and conserving
critical marine resources for future
generations,” said Kathryn Sullivan, chiel of
the LS. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

The memorandum signed by ULS. and Cuban
officials in Havana directs scientists with the
Florida Keys and the Texas Flower Garden
Banks national sanctuaries to collaborate
with researchers at two similarly fragile and
profecied reserves: Guanahacabibes MNational
Park and the Banco de San Antonio, located
on the island's weslernmost region.

Ocean currents carry many of the same fish
and organisms olT the coast of Cuba into the
Gull of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean,
making collaboration on topics like
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preservation and sustainability an area of
mutual interest for scientisis in both
countries.

"Fish, marine mammals, sea turtles, birds
and other marine life exist in ecosysiems thal
rarcly fall within maps drawn by man," said
Jonathan Jarvis, director of the LLS. National
Park Service, which also signed the accord
and will participate in the new exchange.
Washington and Havana announced last
December that they would resume
diplomatic ties, and formally did so in July.
Environmental cooperation has been one of
the most visible arcas ol progress in the
relationship as the United States and Cuba
negotiate and discuss a number of issues,
They include much thornier matters on
which the two countries remain [ar apart,
such as the U5, embargo and the naval base
al Guantanameo, as well as Cuba's record on
rights and democracy.

LIS, Secrctary of State John Kerry
announced in October thatl the countries
were working on a marine-preservation
accord. That same month, Cuba and the
U.5.-based Environmental Defense Fund
unveiled an inttiative designed to protect
shark populations, record fishing vessel
calches and develop a long-term
conservation plan., And in April, NOAA and
Cuban scientists circled the island on a
research cruise (o study the larvae of bluehin
tuna, a highly threatened and commercially
viluable species.

"We trust this document marks the start of a
sustainable process of exchange that lets us
develop scientific investigations and share
best practices in management and
conservation,” Fernando Mario Gonzalez
Bermudez, Cuba's lirst vice minister of the
Ministry of Science, Technology and
Environment, said Wednesday.

Cuba'’s marine ecosystem is considered one
of the best preserved in the region, with large
reserves of relatively untouched coral and
large populations of Tish, sharks and sea
turtles. But such ecosystems could come
under new threats as Cuba continues to
search for ollshore oil and tourism booms.
Billy Causey, a regional director with
MOAA who helped broker the accord, said
the pairings were determined in part by the
challenges that the sancluaries share,
Guanahacabibes National Park is one of
Cuba's largest and most isolated reserves. Il
is home o a large population of sea turtles,
spiny lobsters and contains what is
considered one of Cuba's most robust coral
reels. It is still out of reach for many toursis,
though more travelers and boats are
beginning 1o arrive.

Scientists there will be paired witlh
researchers at the Florida Keys sancluary, an
area that receives more than 3 million
visitors each year.

Researchers at Banco de San Antonio and
Flower Garden Banks will study their similar
deep-waler ccosystems and share lessons on
a range of issues including prolection against
oil amd gas development. The Banco de San



Syria. where the Islamic State group that has
claimed credit for the attacks has flourished.
Republicans said it was simply prudent to
place new controls on the refugee system,
without ending it entirely or requiring
religious tests as some in the GOP, including
presidential candidates, have demanded.
"“This is an urgent matter and that 15 why
we're dealing with this urgently,” declared
new House Speaker Paul Ryvan of
Wisconsin. "It just is common sense that we
pause, re-cvaluale and make sure that we
have the proper standards in place to make
sure something like what happened in Paris
doesn't happen here."

The strong vote in the House could improve
prospects for the bill in the Senate. John
Cornyn of Texas, the No. 2 Senale
Republican, said he would like to see the
chamber take up the House legislation as-is,
but that is uncertain. .

Senate Democrats are trying to shift the
locus to other issues regarding travelers from
overseas, and Minority Leader Harry Reid
predicted Thursday's bill would not be
approved.

“Don't worry, it won't get passed. OK? 5o,
next question,” he said.

Traveling in Asia this week, Obama mocked
Congress and Republicans for yielding to
"hysleria” and taking aim at "widows and
orphans.” The White House threatened a
presidential vetlo, contending the legislation
would bring to an end an already highly
regulated refugee program while doing
nothing to enhance national security. And
some Democrats complained that the
measure would mar America's image as a
welcoming haven for immigrants,

"We might as well take down the Statue of
Liberty,” Rep. Jerry Nadler of New York
asseried in debate on the House floor.

Yet some Democrats chafed at the White
House position. Dozens joined Republicans
in supporting the legislation, some fretting
openly of being put in the politically
untenable position of opposing what they
considered a reasonable anti-terror bill in the
wake of a horrendous tragedy.

Freshman Rep. Brad Ashford, D-Neb., who
faces a lough re-election fight next year,
called the Paris attacks "a game changer"
and supported the bill, saying, "l cannot sit
back and ignore the concerns of my
conslituents and the American public.”

The White House dispatched Chief of Staff
Denis McDonough and Homeland Security
Secrelary Jeh Johnson to Capitol Hill wo
meel with Democrats, but several lawmakers
said their arguments were unconvincing.
Sean Patrick Maloney of New York got in a
forceful exchange with Johnson inside the
private meeting, telling him Democrats
could lose seats over the vote, according to
aides in attendance. Maloney ended up
voting with Republicans in support of the
legislation.

The administration, which has announced
plans to accept about 10,000 Syrian refugees
in addition to the 2,500 who have settled
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here since 2011, says it already takes around
| 8-24 months on average for them W make it
into this country. They must pass a battery of
screening requirements including interviews
overseas, fingerprinting and biometric
investigations. Many are women and
children and only about 2 percent are single
men of combat age.

The House bill would increase the FEI's role
by charging it with conducting a "thorough
background investigation” on each refugee,
The Homeland Security secretary would
subsequently have to certify, with the
concurrence of the FBI director and the
director of national intelligence, that the
refugee posed no security concemns. Under
the current system the Homeland Security
secretary has the final say, though multiple
other agencies are involved.

On his way out of the meeting with
Democrats Thursday, Johinson said the
House measure was "a bad bill because it
seeks to micromanage the process in a way
that is counterproductive to national security,
to our humanitarian obligations and to the
overall ability of us to focus on homeland
security.”™

Defenders of the bill, including some
Democrats, described the changes as fairly
modest, especially in light of rhetoric
coming from some Republican presidential
contenders such as Donald Trump
suggesting keeping out all refugees. Still,
advocacy groups warned refugees could be
left to languish while the new changes are
put into place, and the Catholic bishops and
others announced their opposition.
Democratic presidential candidate Hillary
Rodham Clinton said the U.S. should
welcome refugees from the region and
bolster America's defenses and intelligence
operations.

US, Cuba sign first environmental
accord since thaw

HAVANA (AP) — The United Stales and
Cuba signed an agreement Wednesday Lo
join forces and protect the vast array of fish
and corals they share as countries separaled
by just 90 miles (140 kilometers), the first
environmental accord since announcing
plans to renew diplomatic relations,

"We recognize we all share the same ocean
and face the same challenges of
understanding, managing, and conssrving
critical marine resources for future
generations,” said Kathryn Sullivan, chief of
the LS. National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

The memorandum signed by U.5. and Cuban
officials in Havana directs scientists with the
Flonda Keys and the Texas Flower Garden
Banks national sanctuaries to collaborate
with researchers at two similarly fragile and
protected reserves: Guanahacabibes National
Park and the Banco de San Antonio, located
on the island's westernmost region.

Creean currents carry many of the same fish
and organisms off the coast of Cuba into the
Gulf of Mexico and the Atlantic Ocean,
making collaboration on lopics li

ot pam

preservation and sustainability an area of
mutual interest for scientists in both
countries.

"Fish, marine manumals, sea turtles, birds
and other marine life exist in ecosystems that
rarely fall within maps drawn by man," said
Jonathan Jarvis, director of the ULS. National
Park Service, which also signed the accord
and will participate in the new exchange.
Washington and Havana announced last
December that they would resume
diplomatic ties, and formally did 50 in July,
Environmental cooperation has been ene of
the most visible areas of progress in the
relationship as the United States and Cuba
negotiate and discuss a nuimber of 1ssues,
They include much thornier matters on
which the two countries remain far apart,
such as the U5, embargo and the naval base
at Guantanamo, as well as Cuba's record on
rights and democracy.

LIS, Secretary of State John Kerry
announced in October that the countries
were working on a marine-preservation
accord, That same month, Cuba and the
U1.5.-based Environmental Defense Fund
unveiled an initiative designed to protect
shark populations, record fishing vessel
catches and develop a long-term
conservation plan. And in April, NOAA and
Cuban scientists circled the island on a
research cruise to study the larvae of bluefin
tuna, a highly threatened and comumercially
valuable species.

"We trust this document marks the start of a
sustainable process of exchange that lets us
develop scientific investigations and share
best practices in management and
conservation,” Fermnando Mario Gonzalez
Bermudez, Cuba’s first vice minister of the
Ministry of Science, Technology and
Environment, said Wednesday,

Cuba's marine ecosystem is considered one
of the best preserved in the region, with large
reserves of relatively untouched coral and
large populations of fish, sharks and sea
turtles. But such ecosysiems could come
under new threats as Cuba continues to
search for offshore oil and tourism booms.
Billy Causey, a regional director with
MNOAA who helped broker the accord, said
the pairings were determined in part by the
challenges that the sanctuaries share.
Guanahacabibes National Park 15 one of
Cuba's largest and most isolated reserves. It
i5 home to a large population of sea turtles,
spiny lobsters and contains what is
considered one of Cuba's most robust coral
reefs. It is still out of reach for many tourists,
though more travelers and boats are
beginning to arrive.

scientists there will be paired with
researchers at the Florida Keys sanctuary, an
arca that receives more than 3 million
visitors cach year.

Researchers at Banco de San Antonio and
Flower Garden Banks will study their similar
deep-water ecosystems and share lessons on
a range of 1ssues including protection against
oil and gas development. The Banco de San
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Earlier this week, the Supreme Court heard
oral arguments [or Fisher v. University ol
Texas at Auslin, a case hial, many experts
say, could lead o the destruction of
allirmative action at public universilies as we
know it. Even il you're not much of a Courl-

voling interest,” Justice Sonia Solomayor
acknuwledged. "But thers is also a
represcnlation interest.”

The challengers' argument boils down to this:
Texas' population-based system puts more
volers in districts with fewer non-citizens and
others who caninot vole, thereby diluting the
weight ol their voles. In heavily Hispanic
districis or olhers with large numbers of non-
volers, the remaining residenls' voles carry
greater weight.

The equal protection clawse of the
Conslilulion is supposed to guaraniee each
person the same political power. The problem
is that the Supreme Court has never decided
who should be counted — all people, or just
volers.

"It's called 'one person, one vole," Chiel
Justice Juln Roberts said of the constitutional
principle at stake in the case, Evemvel v.
Abboit. "That seems lo be designed Lo prolect
volers.”

The case has pitled scores of civil righls
organizalions, who want Lo protect the
inlercsis ol minorities, against a lesser
number of conservative and libertarian
groups who want the metric changed so that
voling comes belore representation.

“"ln a case like this where there is a 45 percent
deviation

... why isn't Texas required at that point to rec
ognize that these interests that are legilimate
under the Constitution, which are voler-
based, should not be accommodated?"
Kennedy asked Texas Solicitor General Scolt clarity and length.

Keller, A lot of readers are going to see Fisher v.
But if voling had been the requirement Texas and think it sounds vaguely

between 1368 and 1920, Justice Ruth Bader Familiar. Why?

Ginsburg said, women would not have been So, this is actually the second time the
couited when legislative districls were Supreme Courl is hearing this case. It did so
dravwn, "They were not eligible voters," she in 2012. The Grst time it heard the case, the
said. Court reallirmed the educational benefits of
The case is the brainchild of Edward Blum, diversity, but they clarilied one of the legal
director ol the Project on Fair Representalion, standards that need to be used when deciding
which has filed several Supreme Court whether any specific admissions program is

challenges to racial and ethnic preferences in conslilutional,
voling and higher education. So they sent il back Lo a lower court o apply

Blum brought the challenge to the University that standard. The lower courl did thal again;
of Texas allirmative action plan that will they once again found that the University of
come belore the justices on Wednesday, as
well as a challenge to the Vating Rights Act
that resulled in the court’s 2013 decision
striking down the requirement that mostly
Southern slales and municipalities get federal
approval lor any changes in voting practices.
If the court rules that districts should be
based on eligible volers rather than total
populalion, other states with large numbers of
nan-cilizens would see the biggest change,
such as Calilornia, New York, New Jersey,
Arizona and Mevada. Cilies such as Chicago
and Miami also would be aflecled.

In many other stales, the rules could change
bul require no immediate moving of district unique process for admitling students, in that
lines because the results from using total or the majorily of their class is admited

voler populalions are not significant. through, what they call “the Top 10 Percent
“Extremely inappropriate™: The Supreme i Program.” This program admils

Court aml the sneaky plot to kill approximalely the top 10 percent of the class
affirmative action of every high school in Texas. So, il you're
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somelhing about it in the news; it was during
oral arguments that Justice Antonin Scalia

might be beller served on “a slower track.”
f As lhe Mew Republic’s Briun Beutler
observed, Scalia’s comment wasn't quile as
bad as you may think (it wasn't good, mind
you, bul it wasn't as bad as some of his
critics have suggested). Bul Scalia’s remark,
and the oulrage it inspired, was nevertheless
representative of how volalile are the issues
at the heart of the Fisher case. American
politics is oflen about the legacy of while
supremacy — and ollen concerns how that
legacy should be aloned for — bul rarely is
the sulvext so in-your-face.

Because this is a [raught issue, and because
it"s likely Lo inspire more heat tian light,
Salon reached oul 1o Rachel M. Kleinman,
senior counsel for the NAACP's Legal
Defense and Education Fund, to get a sense
of both the policy and the politics of Fisher v
Texas. We also touch on how supporters of
alTirmative aclion are lailoring their
arguiments to most likely persuade what 15

modest consideralion ol race, is.
constilutional, And Abigal Fisher, who is
challenging the admissions process at the
Lniversily of Texas. appealed again to the
Supreme Courl; and the Supreme Courl ook
the case agam for a second Lime.

So the basic argument hasn't changed,
really, despite all the time that's passed.
What is that argument?

What's being argued over here, generally, is
the University of Texas' program for
admilling sludenls.

The Universily of Texas has a suimewhat

walcher or civil rights bull, you probably saw

wonderad aloud [ Alvican-American students

fundamentally a very conservative Court. Qur
conversalion is below and has been ediled for

Texas" admissions program, which mcludes a

S5 Pt

in that lop 10 percenl, you gel inlo the
University ol Texas at Auslin,

The top 10 percent program does nol [ill the
entire class. It leaves some number of spols
— and it"s a varying number ol spols
according to Texas Stale Law — available
for the rest of the class, It is that piece of the
admissions program that is being challenged.
And what's the challenge?

The university does a holistic review of every
candidale’s application, which means looking
at lest scores, looking at grades, communily
service, looking at gender, looking at il .
somebody’s first generation — anything like
that. One of the fctors thal can be considered
at this stage is race. (1t"s a very modest
consideration of race; when you look at their
specilic process, it's a laclor of a faclor ol a
lactor.) That modest consideration of race is
what Abigail Fisher is challenging.

Who is Fisher?

She's a while waman who did not get in
through the top 10 percent program and then
did not get in through the holistic review
measure. She says that 1's an
unegnstitutional admissions process because
of the consideration of race, and that she was
denied her ability (o get inlo the school
because of her race.

Do we know how the Court is likely to
rule? Are there any justices who are
perceived as on the fence?

It's hard o say. Any time a Supreme Court
takes up a case like this we in the civil rights
communily worry. We are particularly
alarmed this time because it seems that this
case had been resolved, and no one really
expected [the Courl] to lake it up again. The
last time this was heard, the Court ruled a 7-1
majorily Lo send it back down to the other
courl. The majority opinion alse included an
embrace of the Court's past jurisprudence [on
aflrrmalive aclion).

Trump rejects criticism of his
propesal te ban Muslims

MOUNT PLEASANT. 5.C. (AP) — Donald
Trump on Tuesday stood by his call 1o block
all Muslims from entering the Uniled States,
even as the idea was widely condemned by
rival Republican presidential candidates,
parly leaders and others as un-American,

. Trump defended his plan for a "total and

complete shutdown of Muslims entering the
United States" by comparing it with President
Franklin Rovsevell's decision (o inler
Japanese Americans during World War I,
"This is a president who was highly respecled
by all.," Trump zaid Tuesday. "1f you look at
what he was doing, it was far worse."

The idea announced by Trump Monday
evening drew swill rebukes, some lrom
abroad, British Prime Minister David
Cameron slammed it as "divisive, unhelplul
and quite simply wrong." Muslims in the
United States and around the world
denounced it unconstitutional or olTensive,
The [ront page of the Philadelphia Daily
Mews pictured Trump holding his right hand
out as if in 2 Mazi salute with the headline
"The Mew Furor.” In moming TV interviews
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Howard University Professor Isn’t Super Impressed
with Pharrell Williams’ ‘New Black’ Comments

June 18, 2014 4:25 PM
Share on email http://radio.com/2014/06/18/howard-university-professor-isnt-super-
impressed-with-pharrell-williams-new-black-comiments/20

By Brian Ives

Fharrell Williams raised a few eyebrows over his statements about race in a recent interview with Oprah
Winfrey, particularly his use of a term “the new black™ — and a prominent professor at Howard

blame other races for our issues. The new black dreams and realizes that it's not a pigmentation; it's a
mentality. And it's either going to work for you, or it's going to work against you. And you've got to pick
the side you're gonna be on.”

He discussed this same topic in his G cover story: “This is the new black. Oprah Winfrey: That's the new
black. She's a black billionaire, President Obama: He is a black American president. Regardless of what
you think about him, this is his second term. That's the new black. LeBron James: the first black man
ever shot on a Vogue cover, a black man. Me: a guy that's written a smng’lﬂ at 40! Nominated for an Oscar,
four GRAMMY awards — at 40! That's the new black!” Response to his term “the new black” has been
strong, inspiring the twitter hashtag #whatkindoiblackareyou, and The Koot offering "25 Alternatives to
Pharrell (or Any Other Celeb) for Insights Into ‘the New Black,™ listing links to people and organizations
“YWho care about these things, study these things, talk and report and write and educate on these things
all the time — not just when Oprah asks.”

Dr. Greg Carr, Howard University associate professor & chair of the department of Afro-American
Studies, reacted to Pharrell’s “new black” theory in a new interview (HBCBuzz) — and doesn’t seem
immpressed. “My first impression is, this is a young man who is an excellent marketer,” Carr said. “I don't
think that Pharrell believes that there’'s a ‘new black.” Perhaps there’s a new opportunity. If he thinks
thare's a ‘new black,’ I think a quick perusal of history, particularly style makers and culture keepers in
black communities in this country, will reveal very quickly that that’s been an ongoing conversation
since enslavement.

Related: Pharrell Apologizes for Wearing Wative American Headdress on the Cover of Elle UK

“It'd be interesting to visit Pharrell — and others — in, say, 30 years from now... and see if perhaps he
might be more conservative.” Dr. Carr was asked if it is possible for African-Americans to be aware of
the past and not have it have a major influence on life today — and he says it's not structurally possible.
“For every heroic individual who succeeds, there are countless others who continue to struggle and be
oppressed in their system,” he said. And he points out that while there are successful African-Americans,
that has been the case for a long time: “Even during enslavement, you had a tiny fraction of black folks
who had negotiated some space for themselves, to exist in the system. S8ame thing during Jim Crow.
Same thing today.” He poses a question to those who have tasted success on Pharrell’'s level: “Are you
really attempting to live a life that improves conditions for other people, beginning with the people that
you come from? Or, are you just trying to enjoy your life, provide for yourself and your family, and have
sorae fun before you close your eyes?

“The spectacle of blackness has always been something that society has grasped and wanted,” he
continued. “We can go back to the 1840s. One of the leading performers in this country was a guy named
Thomas ‘Daddy’ Rice, who used to blacken his face, he called himself *Jim Crow." He was one of the
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higgest performers in this country for doing dances that he said black people did. “Fast forward 170
years, and you go on the Billboard charts. Is there anyone bigger than Robin Thicke? No! Do we see Miley
Cyrus twerking? Yes! What does that mean? Blackness has always been a commodity. And there have
always been individuals who represented that kind of titilating proximity to blackness that people have
wanted. So us being on G covers and being billionaires, that's almost predictable. As Greg Tate wrote,
“The thing about blackness, people want everything from blackness... but the burden.” Pharrell is saying,
‘Look at Obama.’ Yeah, look at Obama! And look at education. Look at Obama, and look at the prison-
industrial complex. Look at Barack Obama and ask yourself a question: what has improved for the
masses of black people in the six years of the Obama presidency. But people like his style! They love his
wife's style! The kids are beautiful, the mother-in-law’s in the White House. That's improved the life of

one family.”

Pharrell has not regponded to Dr. Carr’s comments,
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