SERVING [IME

WHEN A GUY IS GIVEN A LIFE SENTENCE AND
SENT To PRISON, ONE WouLD NATURALLY ASSUME
THAT HE HAS BEEN RENT OF ALL AUTHORITY AND THE

ABILITY To HAVE ANY REAL CONTRoL OF THE CIR-
CUMSTANCES AROUND HIM. HoweVER, THERE IS ONE
INTERESTING ASPECT IN LIFE THAT HE SUBCONSC-
IoUSLY BRIDLES AND REGULATES To HIS OWN PREFER-
ENCE; TIME. UNLIKE OTHER INMATES, WHo HAVE RE-
LEASE DATES & WANT TIME To FLY BY, A LIFER IS
WANTING TIME To 60 SLow., NoT so MucH BECAUSE HE
ENJOYS PRISON LIFE, BUT SIMPLY BECAUSE HE HAS
THIS TSSUE AGAINST DYING.
So WHAT EXACTLY IS TIME ANYWAY ? Werr, IF I

REMEMBER CORRECTLY, MY KINDERGARTEN TEACHER EX-
PLAINED IT LIKE THIS: TiMe IS THE INDEFINITE
CONTINUATION OF THE PROGRESS OF EXISTENCE.
Okat, THAT SEEMS SIMPLE ENouGH. NEVERTHELESS, IT STILL
NEVER CEASES To AMAZE ME HowW TIME HAS THE ABILITY
T0 GO SLoW FoR ONE GUY AND FAST FoR ANoTHER AT THE
SAME TIME. [HE ONLY PROBLEM ENVOLVED TS WHEN A LIFER
KEEPS TRYING To HoLD BACK THE PROoCESS OF TIME.
Here's A GooD EXAMPLE: LETs SAY You WERE To MEET
A LIFER WHo WAS SENT To PRISON WHEN HE WAS 32 AND

HAS SPENT |5 YEARS BEHIND THE BARS. LF QouU WERE
To ASK HIM How oLD He FeLT, I GUARANTEE YoU He
Woucd sAY 33 sk 34, IT As THﬂUGH HE HAS MASTERED

THE SCLENCE OF CONTROLLING TIME.

@ (see Pace ,,1—-)




UHFGRTUHATELL(, THE OCCASTION FINALLY ARRIVES
WHEN TIME IS NO LONGER WILLING To BE HELD BACK.
THLs EVeENT IS BETTER KNOWN AS: WHEN TIME CAT-
CHES UP WITH You. LN MY STUDIES REGARDING THIS
SUBTECT, L HAVE cOME To THE CoNCLUS|ON THAT TIME
DOESN'T CHOOSE A PARTICULAR AGE oR EVENT IN oUR
LIVES To WHT¢H IT DECIDES To SUDDENLY OVERTAKE US
AND LEAVE US FEELING LIKE SOME OLD CooT WITH ONE
FooT IN THE GRAVE AND THE OTHER oN A BANANA PegL.
RATHER , IT SLowLY AND NONCHALANTLY BEGINS To RE-
VERL ITSeLF IN ouR CoMMoN EVERYDAY AFFAILRS.

LET'S TAKE A Look AT A FEW EXAMPLES, FRoM R
PRISGMI:FIE POINT oF VIEW, AT THE REALIZATION oOF:
You Know Tzme I8 CaTCHING Ur WItH You...

1. WHeN You Go To THE BARBER To GET A BUZZ AND NOTICE
HE BEGINS WITH THE BACK HALF OF YouR HEAD FIRST
THEN, JuST WHEN You THINK HE'S GOING To START oN THE
FRONT HALF, He PuLLS THe CAPE FRoM AROUND YoU AND
SAYS, “Ok:ﬁ'f, T/m pone.”

L. WHEN IN THE MIDST OF SoME CASUAL CONVERSATION, A FELLOW
INMATE MENTIONS HIS AGE AND You ReALIZE You'RE OLD ENAUGH
To BE HIS FATHER. _T_HEMJ You CONTINUE CALCULATING AND REAL-
LZE YoU'RE ALSO OLD ENOUGH To BE HIS GRANDFATHER,

3. WHEN You COME ACROSS AN OLD CANTEEN RECEIPT AT THE BoT-
ToM OF YoUR LOCKER THAT READS : 1 (Coke, 1porrTos, 1 Snickers
AND lTuBE ofF CoLGATE TooTHPASTE. THEN You PuLL THE MosT
RECENT ONE oUT OF oUR POCKET AND IT READS : 1 V8 DRINK,
1.13?11’; oF |RAIL NIK 1£HLM"" FRUIT & NuT BAR AND 1TUEE ofF
EFFERGRIP DEMTURE ADHESTIVE,

ey (see PAGE 3 )




4. WHEN YoU HAve To START KEEPING A COPY o0F YouR CoM-
BINATION LOCK NUMBER HIDDEN IN AN INCONSPICUOUS
PLACE, BECAUSE You OCCASIONALLY FOoRGET YouR COMBI-
NATToN, [HEN, You ALSO FoRGET THE INCONSPICUOUS
PLAcE You HID IT.

b, wHeN UPON NOTICING A FEMALE OFFTCER IN THE CONTROL.
ROOM, YoU EASE ON OVER To THE INTERCOM To Do A LITTLE
BIT OF FLIRTATIOUS TALKING To HER. [HEN, INSTEAD oF
?ELLIMG To GO ﬁwhﬁ’ AND LEAVE HER ALONE, SHE ASKS,
“Mpav T HelP You T

. WHEN You'Re STANDING GUTSIDE THE DORM WITH SOME
OTHER GU*:‘S AND SoMEONE SAYS, “ HeY oLb- -TIMER, WHAT TIME

Istr? THEN AFTER LOOKING AROUND, You NOTICE You'RE
THE ONLY ONE thRING A WATCH AND F:*EALI:_’E HE'S TALKING
To You.

7. WHEN You AND A BUDDY ARE LOOKING THROUGH YoUR FOLDERS
OF LEGAL WoRK, AND WHEN He SEES YouR ORIGINAL MUG SHoT
HE ASKS, “Is THAT You ? g

So NOW We HAVE SOME IDEAS OF WHEN TIME TS CATCHING
UP WITH US. HoweVER, THE IMPoRTANT THING To REMEMBER
IS To NOT ALLow THE PHYSICAL ASPecTS OF LIFE To SLow
US DowWN IN THIS PSYCHOLOGICAL RACE WE ARE ENGAGED
IN. LeT MeE JusT CLoseE WITH A STATEMENT MADE BY ONE
OF MY INFORMANTS WHo TS oveR 85 9eARS oLD AND HAS
BEEN IN PRISON FoR oveR 40 YEARS, “Trme wrLL ONLY
OVERTAKE US IF WE ALLow IT To.”
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