Clesing the doors - - Closing the Door on Rejection
l15amuel 18:6-11

Rejection is one of the most powerfull motivating forces on the
face of the earth. It propels pesople inteo a downward spirial

of pain,emdtional distress, & hurt that can span a life time.
it can also span several gensrations. it can set up a patern
that becomes ingrained. Just like the doors we 1leave open in
life that give our enemies access to us. Leaving these doors
open can rob our future & our hope. We have to close the door
on thepast and stop limitations that hold us back.by closing
the door on rejection - we put our best foot forward.

of all the various causes of rejection, various factors, the
personal circumstances etc. we all have been rejected in some
way shape or form in our life. By someonz, for something we

did or didnt do. No matter where we find ourselves in life,

wa know what it feels like to not measure up. Webster's

defines rejection as: to throw out as worthless,ussless,or
sub-standards: to pass over or skip, or to deny acceptance;
care, or love to soma2one.

By any definition rejection hurts and leaves a scar. Tne obvious
sign of trouble in the abcwe passage is jeliousy. But at the
rootis the issue of rejection. Saul befriendsd Javid, in the

end Saul was Jelious of david for slaying goliath. The people
rejoiced over david thus making saul feel rejected & jelious.
Saul through his reaction to rejection opened a door to the
emamy that remained open and caused untold pain to him & those
around him. the passage says that an evil spirit from the lord
which 1s a phrase that means the lord allowed a bad spirit to
tormet saul from that time on. recall it entered through the
opan door of rejection.

The cause of rejection: Saul had troubles ( we all ds) he had
been disobadient to the lord, worshping other gods, his spiritual
life unraveled. Saul felthe could of taken gosliath himself.

its amazing how the human heart and mind hear what they wish,
and not what might actually be said, but what(the heart wants

to hear).Tnis was not davids fault, but this is how the door

of rejection gets opened in our lives:

* a hurtfull event/pesrson in your life - coming in many forms:
*betrayal, ab%andoamweat,not weasuring up-.

*COmparison to someone else,real or imagined...

*theinitial rejection becomzs what psychologist call a rejection
syndroma2, which means that a sence of rejection bacomes the
filter through which all the rest of life & other relationships
are viewed.

*this brings unbelievable suspscion- looking for hiden meanings
and motives that are notthere.

ronce the door to rejection is open a new filter makes a diferance:
*some try to overcompensate with perfectionism.

*others never get started with sverbering depression,due to
procrastination.

»some use hurt to control others( thesy can only take themselves

higher by bringing you lower). Anger can turn to vioclence or into
depression.
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Once the door is opened it becom2s a steady stream of other things

Th2 spirits allowed by the lord came & saul nurtured & copsrated
with the rejection he felt fusling the spirit of cffense. lock
at the spirit of cffense manifest in verse 10 hz raved.

an 2pan door to rejection is an invitation to the spirit of offense

Tnis wicked power robs of peace, joy, happiness and that goes

for anyone around. 1t dosn't differentiate between ones own offense
and the offenses of others. keeping the unity of spirit in ths
pond of peace is way more dificult and mission critical than most
people realize. { in a family, marriage or church).

"ARE YOU GOING TO TAKE THE 3AIT"?

(the ongoing nature to naturally want to dz2fend ourselves)!

wnat does the spirit of cffense do ?

-1t seperates people from God

-1t seperates people from people.

David had suczess in 2ll his undertakings for ths Lord was with
“im.

Taking on a spirit of adoption 1in a christian spirit is the way.
What does the spirit of adoption mean to you in spite of other
peaple's rejection?

*you are no longer bound to fear & shame.

*you arem2. .longer limited by lack of measuring up.

-you have new identity in Christ.

You must choose a viewpoint in your life:

Self view:
Others view:
Christ View:

- You have a new family ( in Christ).

To be filled with the spirit ( of adoption) is to e rid of ths

spirit of rejection!

Campball Morgan was one of 150 men who sought entrance to tha

Wesleyan Ministry in 1888. He passed doctrinal exams, but then

faced the trial sermon. in a auditorium,live at the pulpet.

Two weeks later he found out he was rejected. He wrote as is

recordad in history - to his dad Rejected on earth Accepted in

Heaven!

Thz Lord later spoke to him in A moment of dispair, sadness

feeling worthless in darkness...

;;fwant youa to cease making plans for yourself, let me plan your
ifel

Rejection is raerely permanant, as Morgan weat on to prove.

REJECTED ON EARTH, ACCEPTED IN HEAVEN!



