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www.sanguentinnews. com
By Wayne Boatwright
Managing Editor

Californin is releasing more
lifers on parole, according to a
Stanford University report.

Between 2008 and 2015, the
parole grant rate increased from
8 1o 25 percent for those who ap-
peared before the Parole Board
in 2015,

“Parale has been viewed in-
creasingly as a means of manag-
ing the state prison population,”
according to the April 2016 Fed-
eral Sentencing Reporter (Stan-
ford Report),

This has not always been the
casc. Between 1980 and 2008,
the grant rate for lifers was vir-
tually zero. Mot only were there
few grants, California’s reliance
on indeterminate life sentences

differs significantly from other
Elates.

While California has approxi-
mately 35,000 lifers, Texas is in
second place with fewer than
9000, More than 30 percent of
California's prison population is
serving indeterminate life sen.
tences, followed by Utah (292
percent) and Nevada (21.5 per-
cent).

The Stanford Report authors
acknowledge that “the number s
enormaous, representing not only
a significant percentage of Cali-
fornia prisoners, but a substan-
tial portion of the nation’s lifers™

The developing trend toward
parole grants and release deci-
sions is due to the courts, legisla-
tion and Gov. Jerry Brown,

The California Supreme Court
issued two rulings in 2008 (fn

re Lawrence and In re Shaputis)
that said an inmate could not be
denied parole based solely on
the outrageousness of the crime
committed. Rather, the assess-
mint must be bazed on the “eur-
rent dangerousness”™ of the in-
mate.

These rulings were counter-
balanced with the passage of
Proposition 9, Marsy's Law, in
Movember 2008, Prior to 2008,
the default demial length was
one year. Marsy's Law changed
parcle denials’ default length to
15 years, which could only be
reduced where there was “clear
and convinging evidence that
safety considerations did not re-
quire longer incarceration.”

Even after the passage of
Marsy’s Law, the parole gramt
rate continued to increase. The

2011 L1.5. Supreme Cowrt Brown
v Plate ruling that California’s
overcrowded prisons violate the
Eighth Amendment has forced
the state to take numerous actions
to reduce prison population.

With lifers as a significant
portion of California’s inmate
population, Governor Brown led
a restart of the parole process,
Brown appointed Jennifer Shaf-
fer as the exécutive officer af the
Board of Parole Hearings (BPH)
in 2001,

Shaffer has overseen both ad-
ministrative changes and few
professional development train.
ing resulling in an increase in
grant raics to over 25 percent
in 2015. These suitability find-
ings are overturned rarely under
Brown, Simce 2011, Brown has
reversed fewer than 20 percent of

xplores lifers going before the parole board

the rising number of BPH grants.

The Stanford Report brings
Money Ball-style statistical rea-
soning to understanding the BPH
decision-making process. The
next article in this series will
present a crude statistical model
for predicting outcomes.

The model iz based on knowl-
edge — meaning anything that
increases your ability to predict
an outcome, It will help you make
better predictions than trusting
your cell-mate. In the Stanford
Report, the statistical model has
over 150 different factors and it
determines how much weight to
give each particular factor.

A copy of the above-
mentioned Stanford Report is
available through the Prison
University Project (PUF) to all
PLP students,
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CERTIFICATE DF PARTICIPATION
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WILLIAM GOEHLER K77832

FOR SUCCESSF |JLLY PARTICIPATING
IN
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IN THE SELF EXPLORAT ()N THROUGH WRITING GROUP

A o
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WILLIAM GOEHLER K77832
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THE ANGER MANAGEMENT COURSE
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4 _
r For the « 1:cessful completion of

| Hon »es of Healing
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. “Sell Av *eness and Recovery™,

.9 . .
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Self Exploratio n through Writing

Living Dn Purpose
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FOR MEMBERSHIP I - THE FOUNDING GROUP OF
Self Expres on through Writing

I sented to;

W. Goeh ir K-77832

He completed an 18 week course titled: LIVIN © ON PURPOSE. This course consisted of weekly writing
assignments which he was required to complete. ¢ has shown an interest and willingness, and has given the
necessary effort to increase his awareness of the : = :d for goal setting and the importance of a constructive and
pro-social value system. He alsc learned the need - maintain that system, and how the meaning he applies to his
life reinforces his behavior.

During these meetings he has displayed a positive  itude toward his peers and staff sponsors. | commend him for
his contributions to the group and his personal cor itment to improving his lifestyle and continuing his recovery.

iI[I | hank You
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[. Trucco
S.EW. Group Staff Sponsor
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