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By Gary Field

[t's been said that the flutter of a
butterfly’s wings on a dusty
savannah in Africa can set in
motion a chain of events that
leads to a hurricane bearing down
on Florida's coast. Now, that may
seemn farfetched. but let’s see if
we can visualize such a thing.

Let's say a butterfly emerges from
a cocoon and spreads its wings.
That sudden movement could

'*ﬁi&mﬂ time you find yourself
4n tiome Depot stocking up on
hurricane supplies, you can blame
it on those dann African butter-

Scientists have some pretty fancy

terms f‘m&:ﬂeﬁ‘m—achaﬂs___ﬂ
theory, cascade effect, or determi-

nistic chaos. But, no ma

m WM} WE can

it in nature and among nations.
We can see it being plaved out in
society, our communities, and in
our personal lives.

Ever since man's onginal fall
from grace in The Garden, we
have been looking for something,
or someone to blame when things
go wrong. Adam claimed “It was
the woman who You gave to be
with me, she gave me of the fruit
and | did eat of it In one smooth
move. Adam managed to blame it
on Giod and the woman. And Eve?
She smid. “It was the serpent. He

H'il‘lﬁ.‘d me and | did eat

Most of us can now blame ong-
nal sin on Adam and Eve, and n
was they who set in motion a
chain of events that, perhaps. led
Bruce Jenner to say “Call me
Caitlin. "'.c’?

The fact is, the butterflv effect has
been settling things off long
before Queen Latifah made that
movie. But, far too often, by the
time we begin to notice the re-
sults, we're in the midst of some
kind of catastrophe.

Many people say that the extreme: . .

wmrher events that greet us each
i:nnmmg Amen-::aa:e

“ﬂlﬂﬁrﬁﬁ are burning out of con-
trol in seven western states, and
homes are being washed away by
floods in other parts of the coun-

my.

In 1914, a little known Duke was
shot in Sarajevo - a place that
many had never heard of — but
most agree that his death set
motion a chain of events which
led to Wurld War | That war

little known preacher would help
organize a boycoit. Sometimes, a
cascade event can produce a
dream - as it did in the case of
Rosa Parks and Dr. King. But, far
oo often, what we get is chaos!

Rodney King made a decision to
hit the gas rather than get pulled
over, and it wasn’t long until Los
Angeles went up in flames.

But gentlemen, what | want us to
consider today is this-no one
wakes up one day and says: 1
want to set m motion a chain of

events that will lead me into the
Valley of Death, or to a double-
digit prison sentence.” S0 why 15
it that so inany of us have found
ourselves in that valley or with so
much “time” on our hands?

If we can recognize the fact that a
negative chain of events can so
easily be set in motion, then the
opposite must be true!

Shouldn’t 1t be possible for us to
set in motion a positive flow of
events? And shouldn’t we make
every effort to do so?

The. W«?&hm it dneanttake

setting off a negatwe -:hp;ﬂan _
events. Like a pebble in a pond
whose ripples reach for distant
shores, your actions will possible
impact your family, the commu-
nity, or society. They could have
an impact on the nation, or even
touch the world.

Now, we might not be able to stop
a hurricane from forming, but we
can begin taking control of our
lives. We can begin striving to set
forth a positive ﬂuﬁr of events
into the lives of amund us,

lives will mther rise or fa.ll

What we need to realize 15 that
each act or action is preceded by a
thought. ..

So let us think clearly and act
wisely. After all, we have a lot
more to work with than some
damn Afnican
butterfliesl== *.” .
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